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ADDRKSS TO ANTI-SLAVEllY ASSOCIATIONS, 

e ComniittPe uf tlie " London Society for lSq Miligntiun and gradual Aboli- 
tlun of SUvrry throughout tlic British Doininiona,'' liave felt, in cnmmun with 
their friends in all parts uf tlie kingdom, the tvant of a [ejinlar medium nf com- 
mniiioalinn ooncrrning the proRreaa of the work in which tliey are engaged. To 
this wnnt, probably, are to he attributed the miacuncep^iouB which have occa- 
sionally been formed respecting the design xnd objecU of tlio Soriety, but more 
freqaently reapeclinft the muana which are dtemed by the Committee most deei- 
rable to be employed. 

Withaview to supply this deSciency, the Cuinmittee propose to publish Mod Ihly 
K Rheet of tiie size of Ihn present, which shall cuntain extracts notn their cone- 
Bpondence, and such other inlellit;eDce relating to the tiurpoaes of their inalitution, 
as theii acquaintance with the subject may pnahle them to rurnisb. The publi- 
cation to be Hftincd (he " AKTi-SLAVEar Morthly Hepoiiteb," will he ready for 
delivery on the last day of every montli. Copiea will be forwarded, at the request 
of any Anti-Slavery Society, nt the rate of four ahillinga per hundred, provided 
the order for lliem ho received within the montli immediately following the dale 
of each Number. It is requested thai all persons wishing to receive a regular 
supply, will make applicatlua lo the Secretary, at the Society'^ office, No. 18, 
AlitenaaBbuiy, und mention the conveyance by which they may be most conre- 
niently sent They might in many caaea be sent at very little expense, enclosed 
in booksetlHrs' parcels, or along with the Monthly Publications of the various re- 
ligious or charitable Societies ; permiaaion to that elTect being obtained from the 
country booksellers or others to uhom Ihe parcela are addressed. 

It is further earnestly recommended by Uie Committee to all the friends of 
[ Negro improvement, to promote Ihe circulation of the intelligence contained In 
Ihe " Anti-Slavery Reporter," by lending their own copies, or encoumgiug others 
to purchase at the Depots of Ihe several Societies. 

TheComtnilteeBntici pale much beuefil from the proposed publication, provided 
it be encouraged, as Ihey irust it will be, by their friends throughout the country. 
In pailicular Uiey calculate upon a large Bcceeaion of strength to their cause from 
~ ~ '' 'luenlial classes of the community, — not ye I sufficiently informed 

jeclB and proceedings of Ihe Society, but who need only to bo 
il any undertaking which challenges their support, ia on the 
d humanity, and un exception ably prosecuted, in order cordially 
, I espouse it. Such an undertaking Ihe Committee believe theirs 
. and they confidently submit it, together with all their measures, to be 
canvassed by their countrymen of the United Kingdom. The present measure 
il adopted at the request of seieral of their correapondeuta, and with their own 
full concurrence in its expediency. They commend it lo the blessing of God, 
and to Ihe favDurable acceptance of all who wish lo deliver their country from 
the guilt of supporting thai system ot oppression and wrong, which ia the dis- 
1 frace and curse of so many of the colonial dependence? of Orent Brilain, 



fully assured the 
side of jUBlice am 
and eBecIually Is 



PROCEEDINGS 



THE SECOND GENERAI. MEETING 



ANTI-SLAVERV SOCIETY, 

ON KATUUDAV. APniL ai. 1(13. 

IIIGHNKSS THE DUKE OF GLOUCKSTER IN THE CHAIIt. 



THE Report liaviiig been read, 

Lord CALTHOHrs njoved ita oiIapIiDii. He wns aware [hat mnny impulationa 
had been tlirown out HgniiiBt Ibem ur indulgiaj; in exaggerated statements, and 
pultina furlh tatlier tbe Buggealions of a liealed imaginalion Ihan the naked de- 
tiils afnulbenticaled fact. Fut Ihisieaaun, he Tell great pleasure in recommead- 
in« for ibeir adaption the Report JuBt laid before (hem, Tor it nas not open Id 
Ihia cavil ; it waa made up of Ihe statementa, the ndmiEsions, the confeasioDE cf 
the very individuala themselves, wba were eaijaged in administering tbe dre,Bdrul 
xysteiD of Negro Slavery — a system so little like what they were accustomed to 
iu this part of the ivorld — bu opposed to all their previous conceptions, tbat un- 
reflecting people at once rejected the loo faithful accounts of it. Si altogether 
unworthy of credit. The Report had detailed much that was highly inteniBUng; 
and not the leajit important portion of it was that whicti referred to the views 
enterlajned in tbe colonies respecting the measures of Government on the subject 
of Slavery. In a fierce and uncompromiaing spirit the planters had censored 
and denounced those meusnres, though they had certainly proceeded in the 
mildest spirit of innovaliou. He conceived that tbe confeflaiona oflhe West In- 
dians contained in tbe Report vrere of much more value than any thing that csuld 
be urged by the vrarmest udvocatea of emancipation ; and if any part of their lan- 
guage was more particularly deserviug of attention than another, it was that iu 
wliich they spoke of tbe oae of the whip, as an instrument proper and necessary 
li> he used in procuring human labour. The whip vtaa spoken of by them aa a 
thing quite essential to the esiBtence of the coIoqIbb, just iu the same way as we 
speak of a free press, or (he trial by jury, as inslitudana essential to the existence 
of a free Government. Hot, honever JTightfnl the application of such an instru- 
ment of torture might be in reference to the Slaves themselves, it waB not in that 
light perhaps tbat it was to be viewed as most hateful and debasing. II vcas 
nut merely the agony and degradation which the Negro himself suffered ; but 
it was the corrupting and brutalizing effect produced on llie master also. One 
motive for doing away with this hateful system, nas to be found in the inimenso 
sura paid by this country for its support and proleclion. If the same amount 
were applied to the alleviation and extinction of tlie evil, and to the encourage- 
ment of industry by other and belter means, it would be productive of a double 
benefit- It was a most just observation, and oue in which he entirely concurred, 
that the people of England were the real supporters of tbe Slave aystem,— and 
this not merely because they paid far ita BUppoit, but because it vcas in their 
power to pulao end to it. No one acquainted with the vast results which public 
□pillion could produce in this country, could doubt that if the people of England 
did but will it to be so. Slavery would cease. U'hen we reflected upon the vast 
infiueuce which those called the middle class exercised in this country, it was 
not puSBible to hesitate in believing, that if they were once to say this must not 
be, there would he au end to Slavery: it would be in vain for parliamentary in- 
terest or political connexion to attempt to uphold it for another year.— He cor- 
dially concurred with thai part of Ihe Report which gave utterance to the feelings 
of Ihe Society on the occaalun of the retirement from public life of one of its 
brightest omamenis, Mr. Wilberforce. Jf any man bad reason to be rheered and 
consoled in the evening of bia daya, it waa Mr. Wilberforce— nn evening of more 
hrightucaa than generally belongs to llie morning or Ihe meridian of other men's 
lives. Thongb not with them personally, it was not too great a stretch of ima- 
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to Bsy, Ihat he nBa thera to be seen in hii wuika: be was then vUibla 

p them ia the fruits of hia mind. One additional motive for the uniibated con- 

!EDf their iaboura was, that Mr. Witbcrforce stlU survived ti> be the witness 

k their success— still lived, and lie hoped would continue to live, uulil the great 

phJGCt of his life had been attained. They ovied it to bim lo aCrain every netve, 

[ IJiat nilhia the period he had yet lo live he might witacss the total abulilion of 

I uat odious system vvhich, througli evil and good report, he had never ceaied lo 

I lisail ; and to use their ulmost endeavours to free their native land from the op- 

[ arobrious impntatiun of balng the ahettor of Slavery ; and (hey must agree with 

I ^m, that the grand meana of accompliabing that object were lo he I'uund in the 

"^urse which that eminent man bad pursued. He could not have accumplished 

ia great work of abolishing the Slave Trade had he nut been packed by the 

!ople of England. He trusted the Meeting would remember that fact, and 

>DUld in consequence spare do exertion to carry with them the weight and in- 

uenoe of public opinion. To eSect this, nothing remained to be done but to 

tulng the light of ILngUsb reason to bear on the suly'ect. 

Lord Milton expressed liis warm admiration of the objects of Ibis Society, 
and of the Report which had been read. If the great leaders in the cause of 
aboliliou tbougiit they had obtained tbeir object merely by abolishing the SIbv6 
Trade without the abolition of SUvety itself, they little calculated upon the real 
duty which they owed both to society and to Iheir Creator. In glancing at the 
jpeat elTorla which bad been made to enlighten the public mind upon the horrors 
ef ttie Slave system, next to Mr. Wilberfurce, he eoutd not overlook the poWer- 
flll labours of Mr. Stephen (the Master in Chancery), who sat near him, and who 
kad, by his writings, eiiposed, in its naked deformity, all its odious evils. In- 
ileed, the West-Indian miuil deluded itself upon this question ; and he believed 
that many very well-meaning proprietors of West India properly, who resided 
away Train tbeir estates, were the unconscious instruments of disseminating 
false intelligence as to the real state of things upon their pUntations. — He, how- 
over, knew many of these gentlemen who were themselves the advocates of free 
labour, in preference to Slave cultivation. Even for the sake uf their own in- 
terests, Ihey wished lo see the system changed, nod lie entirely concurred in the 
good pvl icy and sagacity oftlieir views. The noble Lord eloquently argued upon, 
the degrading effects of Slavery, and the appalling influence which it exercised 
upon the human mind : so that at one time ingenious writers had declared that 
the Blacks were ualuially an inferior order of beiU)(S lo the Whites, and were 
not eulitled, therefore, lo be treated with tlie same humanity— a notion now hap- 
^y exploded. For the sake of humanity and joslite, for the sake of the cha- 
ncier of the country, for thii sake of the West Indies themselves, he trusted that 
An end would soon be put, and for ever, to so odious and unwise a system. 

On risingto move the thanks of the Society to Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. W. SMtttt 
aaid, that though, in common with all present, he lamented as a public misfortune 
thai retirement of his revered friend from public life, (which, as a just precaulion, 
night be styled necessary,) be yet could not but feel a satisfaction in the oppor- 
tanity afforded him of expressing his awn feelings respecting the character and 
exertions of an individual whom be had so long and so highly honoured and 
esteemed. Forone, however, who recollected the coniraencement, and had marked 
the progress of this labour of justice and charity, it was almost impossible, and 
would be highly unjust, to omit the mention of those ardent and disinterested 
, friends of mankind who at dilTercnt periods had given it Iheir zealous support ; 
— of Granville Sharp, the precursor, rather than the lender of Che band, who, 
liberal alike of expense and of toil, had first eslablished the claim of Africans to 
liberty on British soil, in the case of the Negro Somerset ; — of Thomas Clarkson, 
'irho, following his steps, had first called to this subject the attention of that 
'iiniversily which he adorned, and had since devoted himself, body and soul, to 
the promotion of the cause ;— of Mr. Pill, who in its early stages had yielded it 
the most cordial and valuable assistance;— of Fox, whose resistless eloquence had 
never fulmined over the land with more force and effect than when poured forth 
]n Ihe defence of this sacred cause ; and of multitudes of other names, including 
almost all remarkable for talent and eloquence which, for the last forty years, Ibe 
country could boast ; and amongst whom he rejoiced to see enrolled that of the 
noble lord who bad just sat down ; one who, to a thousand other claims on their 
attention, added thatof having succeeded in the represcntationof the great count; 
of York, to Mr. VVilberforce himself, and to that eminent and disinterested patriot. 
Sir George Saville, one of Ibe earliest of the AboUtioniats, — an anecdote respcct- 
inK whom he recollected, so much to the present point Chat he would venture to 
telate it. Being invited lo visit a slave ship which was on the jtoint of sallin)^ 
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from Liverpool for AfiicEi, wliile tliemerr'h&Dl was cxullmgly displiiying Ihe tn- 
ri'iuB ronlrivancea of the ship, unci Ihc nseg Id whiKh Ihey wpie aijAptecl, Sir 
George appeared ao much affected that his companiun inquired If he wrh 111. 
"No," he said, " I am not ill; but while joa are con tempi alia g unmnveil Ihe 
proGtB of tliia vuynge, I am wiBhiup; the ship ma; oever rracli itg deslination." 
Snl vrhateTer may have been Ihe eiertiuna of Ihe orators and alalesmen alluded 
to, betneca them and their distinguished leader there exieled a diOereuce of the 
most important nature. Tlieir services, tiutrever brilliant, however valuable, have 
been, com para lively, occasional and transilurjr; oflen, indeed, splendid, nnd con- 
tributing in a high degree to Uie snccess already altainrd, but still inferior in 
effect and utility to Ihe labours of their chief, which, equally brilliauc tviththoce 
of his most powerful coadjutors, possesaed Ihe vast superiority of having been 
con slant an dunintermilted. Hisinfiuence, Bud his aloae, may be said to resemble 
the universal inUuence of the sun, enlightening, connecting, and invigoraling 
the whole system. For KUch services no acknowledgments could be loo gmleful, 
no enlogium overB I ruined. He knew how imperfeclly he had expressed them ; 
liut he had b1bo the satisfaction of knoniog, thai, however feebly he might loach 
the string, there vru$ in every heart present a responsive chord which would not 
unly catch bul swell the note. 

Mr. r. Buxton said, that his Hon. Friend had gone through Ihe list of their 
ablest advocates, save one, wliich one was himselfj for often had he beard I\lr. 
Wilberforce declare, thai durintt forty years of hard and laborioas counsel and 
action, he had always found Mr. Smith by his side, hii able, cordial, and unflinch- 
ing supporter. The Hon. Gentlotnau then eulogized Ihe powerful services of Mr. 
Wilberforce in labouring to rescue Ihe honour andreputalionoriila native country 
Irom the guilt and odium of Ihc ^lavc Trade, and look a relrospecl of the public 
Fcrvices of that diilinguished individual, whose private as well as public prin- 
ciples and conduct were, he observed, so well calEiilated to shed a lustre upon 
any man's fame. Engnged as he had been in ninny public confliGts, it was the 
Kingular happiness of that individual neier to have made one personal enemy, 
tvhile he liad always enjoyed a large and devoted circle of affectionate friends. — 
At Ihis advanced period of Iheir labours in theeause of African freedom Hie y could 
hardly estimate tlie olisla'-les uiurb Mr. Wilberforce had, in his early efforts, lo 
encounter, not only from parliamentary and commercial inDuence, but from popu- 
lar clamoor. Uutwhala contrast was the present wilhllie past slate of Ihe ques- 
lion I There could not now be found one man in llie community lo avow himself 
a friend of Ihe Slave Trarle. The best results must follow a zealous prosecutiDn of 
those labours which had already been Ihe means of accompli sbing so much good. 

Mr.W. Wilberforce, in rising to request the indulgence ofhis Royal Highness 
nnd the Meeting for a very few moments, could not bnt say, that be fell mom 
than the ordinary degree of difficulty enpei-icnced by all who were, for the first 
lime, placed ia Ihe sltoation in which be then stood, from the peculiar nature of 
those very circumstances vrhich, at llie saine time, imperdlively demanded his ap- 
pcirance. To lliank his lioyal Highness and Ihe Meeting for the kind expression 
i>f their feeliaRS towards one so dear to himself, woulil be comparatively an easy 
task ; bnt here il happened, as naturally must be the case, from the nearness of 
the relationship, that those services whicli their partiality bad lliat day so highly 
characterized, were in his >1ew magnified to a still greater defp^e, and those ar- 
dent enpressions of mingled admiration and regret, in which thry recorded their 
sense ofhis father's labours, and had, as il were, embalmed his memory, all fell 
far short of Ihe stronger feelings of filial affection.— It was the strength of these 
feelings which indeed rendered him almost incapable of addressing Ihe Meeting. 
Doubtless it must excite in him, whose absence they that day so kindly regretted, 
some feelings of disappoinlraent to know that the last battle was not j el fought, 
Ibe last victiiry not yet acldeved ; but it would be no little consolatiim lo liim, 
during the linurs of relirrment, to reflecl, Ihat those old and valued fricuds by 
whose side he had fought fur above forty years, while they lamented Iii^ absence, 
sUU themselves remained, strengthened and supported by an embattled phalani 
of more recently acquired allies, to llgiil the battle, and lo share Ihe triumph. 

Mr. BaotlQHAM, in rising to propose a resolution, said, il gave him great satis- 
faction lo have an opportunity of addressing his brethren of Ihis Society upiin Ihe 
present occasion, because lie was formerly unable to meet them as he intended, 
and because he hud llie gratification, in meeting them now, of congratulating them 
upon the prosperous aspect of that question in wliich they were all ao deeply in- 
terested. For althnngli il was true, as an Hon. Gentleman had observed, Ihat 
nothing, absolutely nothing, hod been done on either side Ibe Atlantic lo retrieve 
tha uledges which had betu given lasl year — although the only occarreucc whloh 




roulJ excite our alteniioB knd been Ihe lameoted retirement of iIihI clistinguiBiieil 
Inilitidnal wliostt name would be mentioDeil with vencraiiun as long at rliarit;, 
JuBlice, piety, Hnil bumanity T«ere counted Tirtuee in man, yet he could nut but 
feet ronEdent of ultimate and not long deferred Buccess, and Ibal Trom one aingli^ 
Btatement ; naniclj,thBt nolhing bad been done. They had bepn lo1d,not for the 
BtbI oreecond.hut for tlie hundredth time, when thcj last pressed forward lo laj 
the axe to tbe root of that poisonoaa tree under whose shade their fellow-men liad 
BO long withered and perisbed, that theirs wag not the laak to meddle with the 
trunk — IhallbeirBwBs not the task loevea prupethe branches — that the evil niust 
|ie gradually enconotrred in [he M'est Indies, and thai the time for withholding 
nourishment froni ila callnie, for ceasing lo nater its roots, or for pruning its loi- 

■ nrinnce, could only be judged of by those on the spot, who knew the soil and the 
climate in which it was cultivated, nod all the peculiaritiea of thin delicate ease. 
TliBf had been assnred, (hat by various means, slow, gradual, and almost iiuper- 
Cfplihle, their object would be accomplished, without that iDterfere nee which 
could only mean hostility and destruction : if the West Indiana were but let alone, 
they would do the thing effeolually Ibeniaelyes. " Noir," he proceeded, "we did 
not believelhem, and we told them so. And what did they say to that 7 Why, only 
tbalwBwerevituperalivc,unchBrilable,inhuniBn to the Meat India planters; that 
vrc were always as much the perverse, blind, prejudiced enemies of Ihe Whites 

■ as we were llic perverse, blind, and prejudiced advocates of the Blacks ; and that 
if We only waited a very Utile lime, a month, or at most two or three, we should 
•CO the whole of out wishes speedily and surely effected by the West India Legis- 
latnrcB. What has been the resuU! Unbelieving, we had wailed, and what have 
tbey done? Why, 1 sav again, absolutely nothing. And here 1 beg to state, that 
1 mean Id follow up what has taken place, by a parliamentaTy noiice on Ihe sub- 
ject which shall compel them either to abide by Ibeir pledge, or to take tbe ron- 
aeiguenrea which must surely and inevitably follow its forfeiture. They have now 
had not one, or two, but twelve montkB, and during that revolution of the sun they 
have done nothing. 1 almost retract my assertion, when 1 say they have done no- 
thing 1 foi they have done much for us, though nothing for themselves. We have 
redeemed our pledges — they have forfeited theirs. I feel deeply impressed with 
gralilude to the West India planters, more than I ever eiipected to feel, for llieir 
ndrBncemenl of tbia cause, by their fulfilling all I have ever ventured to predict 
of them. I know indeed many West India proprietors, who I am persuaded do 

tall that those can do, by directions of lenity, and charily, and humanity, who are 
absent owners, who are living nearly 4000 miles from the unhappy objects of their 
compassion, and who, from necesBily, leave over them delegates, invested with a 
power so absolute, that it might be almost called impiety lo God, to grant it over 
nny of our fellow-crca lures. To some resident proprietors too, T might express my 
obligation for their desire to meliorate the condition of Iheir unhappy slaves— , 
which, as long as slavery esisis, must prove very unavailing ;-but I never expect- 
ed to live to feci snch B weight of obligation as I now feel to the whole of Ihe 
West Indian Buthorities, and to Ihem I now beg leave to express my most un- 
bounded gratitude. Whal has TrinidBd done? Why moch. It has resisted from 
the instant it was promulgnlcd, that Order in Council which was framed in con* 
sequence of uor efforts, and lo which the faith of the West India body at home was 
pledged. It resisted IhalUrder to the very latest moment, and only yielded at Inst 
in obedience to the strong arm v( authority. But in that simple resislnnce Ihe 
planters of Trinidad have done more to advance our cause Ihnn wo had done in 
a Ijuirter of a eenlury. They have favoured us at last with a. fianh and undis- 
gniaed avowal of the real nature of their system, and in doing so haie entitled 
themselves to a gratitude hardly lo be exceeded by that which we owe to Ihe ex- 
ertions of my able and philanlbropic friend. Mi. Stephen. They now admit, I 
say, nay, they loudly maintain that which my Hon. Friend had long; asserted, and 
which many of them had affected to deny, that Ihe cart-whip is the real, the ef- 
licient stimulus tu West India labour, the eisenlial and indispensable adjunct of 
Ihe whole system. The planters of Trinidad, I repeat, have declared, Ihal to in- 
terfere with Ihe discipline of the cart-whip is tu cut off at once that which every 
one there knows lo be the very essence of Vt'est India Slavery. In Barbadoes, 
you know, they demolished a meeling-bonse, because it had been devoted to the 
jnslrnetion of the unhappy objects of your solicitude ; and they drcve Ihe Missi- 
onary, Mr. Shrewsbury, wilh ignominy from Ihe island, almost rivalling in cruelty 
the trealment of the persecuted and hapless Smith ; and when a auecessor was 
appointed to succeed Mr. Shrowaburv, they actually wnrned him off the island, 
anil would nol suffer him In land. This loo in Barbadoes.lhc oldest ofoor coIoDies, 
Ibc huaft, the little Englitnd of the West Indlea. Does not this plainly shew that 



thejr ara delermioed lo siipport the lyT^Dn; and croelly practised over the bmliea 
nf Iheir Slavea, b; perpeluating aa far as they can the brutality and ignorance oT 
their mioda ? Then aslo Jamaica — the largest of the Slave iaiaada — lUeioOBl ea- 
lighteoed in its legislation — Ibe place to nkich we have been always called upon 
lo bend oar hopes— Why the legislation of Jamaica stands foremost in the uon- 
gierformance of its piomiBes— in the viulation of its engagements I A Bill, it U 
true, was brought into the Jamaica Assembly, in its Inst session, to make slave 
testimony ad raisBi hie in a court of Justice — but only in certain specified casei. 
This Bill, you will suppose, was passed unaoimaosly -. no sucli thing. It nas re- 
jected by a majority of thiitj-four lo one ; and that one the author of the BilL 
The question is now, therefore, I conceive, whether we are to go on and allow our- 
selves to be deceived by promises never intended to be performed I Whether we 
will continue to subject ourselves to the ridicule of the West Indian planters, lo 
the contempt of those for whom we are in fact labouting, by continuing to with- 
hold that effective interference without which we roay go on for oenturies I Or 
whether, avoiding their examples of delays and manoeuvring, we will be at once 
resolute and determined in redeeming those pledges we have solemnly giien to 
the world. I bave stated thus much, in order to justify that which 1 consider it 
my imperative duty to propose; namely, thst we should tell the West India pro- 
prietors, ' If you continue tu pursue your present coarse, and allow mare time to 
pass without adopting those measures which have been pressed upon you, the very 
first week of the ensuing session of parliament you shall see a Bill brought in ta 
do that for you which you refu^ to do yourselves ; and to set this question at rest 
for ever, nut only fur the benelil of the Negro Slave, but for the ultimate advan- 
tage of the short-sighted master.'" 

Mr. Denhan congratulated the Meeting upon the support which their cause 
would receive from his eloquent friend, in that place where alone the oppressed 
could look for relief, and in which he Lad pledged himself to advocate it. The 
Learned Genlleman strongly impressed upon the Meeting the necessiiy 



id distinct euuociation of public opioiou ; as, without that, no admi- 
isti'ation would he found strong enough to carry their wishes into full eflect. 
doded by alluding lo the presence in the room of Mr. O'Cooneil, and tt 



Mr. W. Whitmoke said, he was fully persoaded they would find, the mure the 
matter was examined, that the slavery of our colonies depended upon the reslric- 
lions which were placed upon the importation of any sugars but those which were 
the growth of our West India islands. The removal of these restrictiuus would be 
the most eSectual method of putting an end to that horrid system. 'I'he use of 
slaves prevented the introduction ofmacliioery, and all those means by which free 
labour assisted its elTorts, and thus abridged labour and cheapened pioJucliun. 
It had been held, indeed, by Montesquieu, and other writers of eminence, that in 
no one instance liad slavery and the use of mechanical inventions enisled toge- 
ther. He woijd likewise appeal to the fact, Ihat in all cases where free labour 
had been allowed to come into fair competition with slavery, it had been found 
impossible for the latter lo maintain the competition for a moment : free labour 
had in every case Iriumphed. If, then, the mass of free labour in the East was 
allowed to come into competiUon with the slavery of the West, there could be 
no doubt of the result. He implored the Meeting to Join heart and hand in Iheir 
efforts to remove those restrictions, which were the main supports of slavery, 
and concluded by moving n resolution lo that effect. 

Mr. SVKES, M. P., fully concurred in all that had been said by his Hon. Friend 
who preceded him upon the subject of the sugar duties and restrictions, and the 
encouragement Ihey afforded to Slavery. The beat way to attack that system was 
undoubtedly by the abolition of all such rogulalions ; for if they would but call 
to their recollection the amount of the boooties alone, £1,200,000, they must be 
sansible, that if these were taken off, the whole machinery of slavery must be af- 
fected by the change. It ought to be fully understood, that we ourselves are iu 
effaci the upholders of slavery. The ladies who now heard him would hardly be- 
lieve him when he told them, that for every cup of tea they sweetened, they bad to 
pay a premium on Slavery. He concluded w ith eulogizing the efforts of the Qua- 
kersin this cause,and paid amerited compliment to the philanthropic labours and 
enlightened Eealof that indefatigable friend of mankind, Mr.Cropper,ofLiverpouI. 

Dr. LusHiNQTOKsaid, that without the universal cry of the whole empire urging 
Parliament to some decisive act, no efforts of any individual could procure a miti- 
gation of the horrors of West India Slavery. They were not perhaps aware, that 
there were no leas than finy-six Members of the Uouac of Cummous, deeply and 




r 



I 



I 



ftll speaking lu 
(B imuur, uuiHu ni;iinH niiu lutiu^ lu a comjpact bodj tn drfeat Ihe endeciiDur 
ftUeh bad been mtide to remore that foul atain npoD the English name ; wliilat 
He, Cuinini;, on vrhose exertionB in the cause of hnmanity, (he friends of llie 
Negro population muit rhieSy rely ; nlio, of the preaenl adminiilralion in the 
HoDse of Commons had manifested Ihe deepest interest in the cauie, Tvas liable 
to be InBueneed by some of his most intimate personal rHenda interested in the 
ifresertation of West India Slavery, Hewoold repeat, therefore, that without the 
Mice of the people from one end of the three kin^fdoms to (he other, Ihey mnst 
ilot hope to succeed. Dr. Lnshinglou Ihen stated that a Member of the House uf 
'Commoas, to him unknown save by character, having occasion to Tiait his West 
.India property, took with him a sister to Jamaica, and upon hia arrival there en- 
deavoured, in concert ui(h her, aa was natural for a feeling and philanthropic 
Mind, to effect some alteratiuns in the state of his Slaves, and to instil into them 
me Tudimenia of reliRtoua knowledge. But, would the Meeting believe it? the 
eentleman and hia slater were assailed vrilh the moal violent abnse on account of 
Uese exertions, and actaslly libelled in the newspapers, in terma too gross for 
Urn to read to that aasembly. From this single iostauce ma; be well learned what 
la the general disposition and feeling of those Hclnally resident in Jamaica, and 
bow hopeless it is to expect co-operdliou in mitigating the evils of Slavery from 
men who can mock, or patiently listen to the mockery of all humane attempts for 
the benefit of that oppressed class, They who could take any objecUon to Mr. 
Brougham's proposal of doing the work themselves, little knew what the stale 
•f Ihe Negro popnlution was, or the horrors which it involved. In no point of 
Tiewdidit strike hismind with more indignation and disgust than in its influence 
eo domestic happiness, the dearest lies of which were torn asunder by this ac- 
snraed system. He had lately seen a parallel ia the Jamaica papers, in which an 
English peasant was compared, through all the ramifications of hia condilicn, wi^i 
■ West India Negro, and Ihe balance in every respect, of food, clothiog, lodging, 
liberty, and labour, drawn largely in (bvourof the Slave: but he would read them 
an eitracl friim one of these same papers, and then ask, if in this conntry, there 
ever had been any thing approaching 10 it in cold-blooded heart! essn ess. " Run 
away, a female Slave named Mary Smith, from the estate of Miss — — ;" and 
then, after offering a reward for her apprehension, it goes on to say^< It is 
strongly suspected that the said Slave is barboured by her hitsband, WilliaiB 
Smith." If a wife were here to fly to her husband's protection, the laws of Ood 
and man would justify him in ptolectiag her— aye, and give him here Ihe power 
to do it ; but (here, in that favoured country, which boasts of Ihe condition of it» 
population, to obey God is to violate the law of the land, and lo protect the wife 
of bis affection. Is to subject himself to stripes and punishment. The Hon. and 
Learned Gentleman, after some olher observations, in which he exposed, in verj 
forcible and cloijuenl language, the assertion thai the Slavery eiisting in out 
colonics »as not prohibited by the whole spirit and lenor of holy writ, coacluded 
with recommending the formation of Associations throughout the kingdom, to 
excite and keep alive the interest Decessoly for a uaanimouB effort to abolidi 
Negro Slavery. 

Mr. O'CoNNELL had no idea of being able, by any efltirl of his, lo advance the 
caase in whii.-h Ibis Society was engaged. But he did hale despotism so much — 
be did detest slavery so cnrdially— be did abhor cruelty bo strongly— that he 
COVld not refrain from raising his voice in the cause of liberty, and ioioiiig hia 
exertions lo Ihe labour of those who would strike off from the slave his chains, 
kad (torn the Briton his reproach. The eloquent disconrse uf the last speaker 
hod roused a chord in every bosom which beat responsive to the calls of humanity, 
and melted every heart which sympathized with the injured and oppressed. Like 
that mighty master of the human mind (Slenie), who, when be wished lo set be- 
fore bis readers the blessings of liberty, did not indulge in empty declamation, 
01 frigid disciiBsiOD, but took the captive in his cell, and placed him before them 
— clanking hia chains — solitary — broke a -hearted — dyinii;^ — wilh the iron entering 
into bis soul, and the torpor of despair spreading over his body ; so the Learned 
and Hon. Gentleman did not speak of Slavery in ils impolicy, or its impiety, or 
ils cruelty ; but he took the wife, torn from the arms of her protecting husband, 
and pictured to you the mother subjected to stripes and the father to chains, for 
their adherence to those laws whicli God and nature had declared inviolable. 
Who could donbt that the people of this land would lend their support lo put 
down a system so atrociocs ? Who could doubt of the effect which Ihe example 
of England must have on Ihe world in general! II had had that influence unU 
%, and every page of its history couflnncd U. Wto ciiaVi. ^mw^^s^ 'Oanik 
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thvre would he, ai the pteient moment, one spark of Dbertf on contlneltUI Ed- 
rope, fraui the IVoiiGD regions of KuBsia tu llie rock ur Qiliniltnr, iT, wliea feudal 

power WHS merging ioiu desputism, Kngiaad hod out alruggled for and gnined 
her Tree CaDstitBlion, giving to all the earlli her glorious example, and Bhewiug 
howeaBr it maa for a nation lo be free if she willtd freedom ? What was It but 
her example that had placed France under a new Con^tilulion .' What was it 
which lerolutionized Spain and Portugal ? And though fortune might for a time 
frown upon their efforts, yet niany a gallant heart now glowed with the hope 
that they might yet be able to follow that uxample, and triuniph at last over llieir 
oppressors, Nor was the example. set by this country confined to Europe. That 
example had passed Ihf Atlantic, and eipanded itself nver America ; for even 
among the echoes of the Andes the voice uf Slavery was now heard no more. 
And here lo instance Bolivar — the immortal Bolivar, —that illustrious liero, nait- 
ing in himielf every thiuR magnanimous in ancient times, or heroic in modern; — 
what was the first act of his newlj-acquired power ? The liberation of his own 
Negroes. What was his first address to the assembled Senators of his Govern- 
ment ! " I beg asfeivenlly of my country as I would for the lives of my children, 
that yon will never consent that clime, or colour, or creed, should make any dis- 
tinction in your republic." And what had been the fate of snob exalted virloe^ 
Why, while men joined in the universal sound uf praise, Pruvidence had smiled 
upon his exertions, and viulory, wherever he went, had followed his standard ; 
and every triumph be obtained was not the triumph of the man, but of liberty — 
not the triumph of his country, but of the human race. But the example must 
go farther even than America. Who could be so absurd as la Hunk, that, when 
the Negro saw warriors and statesmen of bis own race, he would not make a 
desperate exertion for freedom J Could any man say, that, when that time came 
in which we should see the poet and the hero of the same cast and colour, slavery 
could exist a moment longer? It was utterly impossible, and, instead of being 
cruel to the masters, a charge the less to be valued as it came from poUated lips, 
we should excite gratitude and praise fur our attention lo tbeir interests, when 
we besought tbem to grant that gradual emanicipation wbich would secure to 
them the permanent enjoymeut of their present property. He had thus ventured 
lo lend liis feeble efforts to the promotion of the ubjeots uf the Meeliug. How, 
indeed, coutd he refuse, when he saw the caust^ of freedom advocated and sup' 
ported by one of that illustrious family whom their ancestors bad placed on the 
throne lo maintain their liberties and uphold tbeir rights ; a support which for 
countleaa ages be prayed that that family might continue to afford. In concla- 
slun, he conjured those who heard him lo recoiled that in this country the public 
mind npbeld every thing, and that by its inSuence they could not fail lo accom- 
plish their object. 

Sir J, SuBBloHT then moved a vote of thanks to the Royal Chairman ; which 
was seconded by Mr. Maxwe[.l, and passed with acclamation, 

His Royal HiGMNEsssaid, itwas with painful sensations that he bad met them 
on this occasion, for he had expected that at this Meeting they would be able to 
report the progress made since last year ; but, unfortunately, they had not ad- 
vanced a single step. However, after what bad passed this day, it was impossible 
that the evil could last much longer. It was impossible that Englishmen could 
tolerate that system of slavery which was so incompatible with the British Con- 
stitution. They were accused of innovation, of proposing something new ; bnt 
it ought not to be forgotten that, in the year 1795, Lord Melville, then Secretary 
of State, charged them with beginning at the wrong end in attacking the slave 
trade first : they should have begun with slavery itself. And Lord Melville was 
right ; for slavery was the real cause, the root, of the slave trade, and unhappily, 
and lo the disgrace of this country, slavery was just as flourishing now as it was 
then. He was sure, however, that if the public voice raised in its favour should 
be heard by Parliament, they would certainly attain their object. His family 
had been brought to this country for the protection of the rights and liberties of 
its subjects ; and as a member of that family, he should not be discharging his 
duly towards them if he did not recommend the sacred principles of freedom by 
every means in bis power. 

All Communicationt lo be addreaaed to the Secrelary of ihc Aati-Slacery Sockly, 
18, AUermauliurg, Lmdtin ; uilitre Ikt pabUcalioiu ^ the Society are on aide, 
a'ld alsa at Hatchard'a, Piccadilly, and Arch't, CurnhiJj. 
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ADDRESS TO ANTI-SLAVERY ASSOCIATIONS. 



THE Committee of the " London Society for the Mitigati 
dual Abolition of Slavery throughout the British dominions," have felt, 
in common with their friends in all parts of the kiogdoiu, the 
regular medium of communication concerning the progress of the work 
in which they are engaged- To this want, probably, are to be attri- 
buted the misconceptions which have occasionally been formed respecting 
the design and objects of this Society, but more frequently respecting 
Ihe means which are deemed by ihe Committee most desirable to be 
employed. 

With a view to supply this deficiency, the Committee propose to 
publish Monthly a sheet of the size of the present, which shall contain 
extracts from their correspondence, and such other intelligence relating 
to the purposes of their institution, as their acquaintance with the 
subject may enable them to furnish. The publication to be named the 
"Anti-Slavery Monthly Reportek," will be ready for delivery 
on the last day of every month. Copies will be forwarded, at the re- 
quest of any Anti-Slavery Society, at the rate of four shillings per 
hundred, provided the order for them be received withift the month 
immediately following the date of each Number. It is requested that 
all persons wishing to receive a regular supply, will make application to 
the Secretary, at the Society's office. No. 18, Aldermanbury. and men- 
tion the conveyance by which they may be moat conveniently sent. — 
They might in many cases be sent at very little expense, enclosed in 
booksellers' parcels, or along with the Monthly Publications of the va- 
nous religious or charitable Societies; permission to that effect being 
i from the country booksellers or others to whom the parcels 
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It is further earnestly recommended by the Committee to all the 
friends of Negro improvement, to promote the circulation of the intel- 
ligence contained in the " Anti-Slavery Reporter," by lending their own 
copies, or encouraging others to purchase at the Dep6ls of the several 
Societies. 

The Committee anticipate much benefit from the proposed publica- 
tion, provided it be encouraged, as they trust it will be, by their friends 
throughout the country. In particular they calculate upon a large 
accession of strength to their cause, from numerous and influential 
classes of the community, — not yet sufficiently informed r^pecting the 
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objects and proceedings of the Society, but who need only to be fully 
assured that any undertaking which challenges their support, is on the 
side of justice and humanity, and unexceptionably prosecuted, in order 
cordially and effectually lo espouse it. Such an undertaking the Com- 
mittee believe theirs to be ; and they confidently submit it, together 
with all their measures, to be canvassed by their countrymen of the 
United Kingdom. The present measure is adopted at the request of 
KCveral of their correspondents, and with their own full concurrence ia 
its expediency. They commend it to the blessing of God, and to the 
.favourable acceptance of all who wieh to deliver their country from the 
guilt of supporting that system of oppression and wrong, which is the 
disgrace and curse of so many of the colonial dependencies of Great 
Britain. 
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BRIEF SKETCH OF COLONIAL SLAVERY. 

There are at this time more than 800,000 human beings in the British 
Colonies, in a. state of the most degrading personal Slavery. They, or 
their ancestors, were torn from the land of their nativity by traders in 
human flesh, and were for the most part kidnapped or carried off in 
predatory wars excited in the interior of Africa, for the sake of supply- 
ing the market for Slaves on the coast of that country. 

" These unhappy persons, whether young or old, male or female, are 
the absolute property of tlieir master, who may sell or transfer them at 
his pleasure, and who may also regulate according to his discretion 
(within certain limits) the measure of their labour, their food, and their 
punishment. 

" The Slaves being regarded in the eye of the law as mere chattels, 
they are liable to be seized in execution for their master's debts, and, 
without any regard to the family ties which may be broken by this op- 
pressive and merciless process, to be sold by auction to the highest 
bidder, who may remove them to a distant part of the same colony, or 
even exile them to another colony." — -Brief Vieiv. 

This statement is illustrated by the following occurrence reported by 
eye-witnesses : — 

" A master of slaves," says the lelater, "trho liTed near ua in Kingston, 
Jaoiaica, exercised his barharities on a Sabbath morning, while we nete wor- 
shipping Ood in the chapel ; and the criKS of tbe female sufferer? have fre- 
quently interrupted us in our devotions. But there was no redress for them or 
for us. This nmn wanted money ; and, ono of tlie female slaves baviog two tine 
children, he euld one of them, and tbe child was torn from her malernal aflec- 
tion. In the agony uf her feelings she made u hideous howling, and for that 
oiJme was Bogged. Soou after he sold her otlier child. This ' turned her heart 
withiD her,' and impelled her into a kind of madness. She bowled niglif and 
day in tbe yard; tore her hnir; ran up and down the streets and the parade, 
rending the heavens with lier cries, and literally watering the earth with her 
tears. Her constant cry was, ' Da aicked masaa Jew, ke teil rat/ children. Will 
na Buckramassapily Negar? WhatmedoT Xle ho kaee uhc child ! ' Asshe stood 
before the window, she said, lifting up her hands towards heaven, ' Sty niasaa, 
da, my moisa mJHiilrr, pity ine ! My heart do so ' (shaking herself violently,) 
' tag heart do jo, becnue me have no child. Me go to mnaia hoaje, in nuusi yard, 
and in my hut, and me no tee 'em.' And then her cry went up to God." 



B Rev. R. Bickcll, late naval chaplaiu at Port Royal, JamucA, and 
[ some time curate of Ihat parish, writes in a recent publicalion entitled, 

" The West Indies as they are," — 

" Man; a bitter cry is lieard uliea the marshars deputies (dogs Rs they are 

. iphaticnlly called) are sent to hnnl davco and seize the Ticliro or viclima, and 
r drive or drag Uiem awaj to thB worVhovise, or gaol, lill tba day of sale arrives, 
F 'Which is to deprive Uiem or Iheir lillle homes, the Kacdens they have cullivaled, 
r the BcqaalBtances they have made, and all the lillle camforts ivhich make even 

slavery, in some meaEure, tolerable. This liardsliip is much increased when 

staves are married, or have ramilies, as tbe noman may be separated frotD her 

husband, or patents from their children ; for here the tenderesl lies of nature 
« broken in an instant, and the wife's, or mother's, or chililren'a cries would 

not be in llie least atleaded to, nor heeded, any more than the moans of so many 

[brnle] animals," pp. 16, IT. 

' " Hie distress and terror among a gang of Negroes, when the marshal's de- 

Enly, with his dogs and other assistants, comes to levy in a large way, cannot 
B conceived by those who, linppily for themselves, have never been spectators 
of Boch scenes, and can sirarcely be described by those who have witnessed 
I Ihem. I was once on a coSee mountain, on which were about seventy or eighty 
tSegroes. The proprietor was much in debt, and was aware that one or two of 
■Ub largest creditors had for some time wished Id make a levy on bis slaves to 
rpay themselves ; bnt by keeping his gales lucked, and llie frnces round the 
' dwelling-honse and Negro-houses io good repair, be had iiilberlci baffled tba 
Argus-nyed deputy and his deputies. The night aHer 1 arrived on the property, 
however, I was awaked, about an hour before daylight, by a great noise, aa of 
■rms, with cries of women and children. In a few minutes a private servant 
came to my window, and informed me that it was the marshal's deputies making 
a levy on the Negroes, and lhat the noise pioceeded from the clashing of wea- 
pons i for some of the slaves, he said, had stoutly resisted. I then alarmed my 
friend, and we determined to go out lo see that no improper use was made of 
tbe tremendous power given to these Certteruses. By the time we arrived at the 
Negro-houses, the resistance had ceased ; for the Negroes being divided, had 
been overcome by the myrmidons of the law. One poor fellow, however, was 
being dragged along like a thief by a fierce and horrid -looking Irishman, who 
bad been one of M'Gregor's freeboolera, and who, when we came near, grasped 
his victim more tightly, and brandished his broadSKord over the poor creature 
with the grin and growl of a demon. 
" Many oC the men escaped from the property, and some few others, with 
I some women, secreted themselveB among the coffee trees, till the party bad gone 
r oS nitli their prty. They secured, however, ten or twelve men, and many of 
the women and children, amounting in the whole to between thirty and forty, 
who were huddled together on the outside of tbe principal fence, and presented 
such a heart-rending scene as I never witnessed before, and ahould be very 
sorry ever lo witness again. Some of the children had lost their mothers, and 
some of the mothers had l>een lorn away from a part of their children ; for some 
of the lillle urclilns also escaped. One woman in particular, a housewoman, 
had six or seven children ; two or three of them were seized, and the others 
escaped ; but lbs youngest, an infant, bad been caught, and she wept aloud and 
very bitterly for it, saying, that she must give borself up if the child was not 
got back, for she coiild not live separated from it. There were many a bitter 
cry and sad lament among tbe women and children, for they loved their masti^r, 
who wag kind, and had excellent provision grounds for them ; bnt most of Ihu 
men were dogged and sullen, and only wanted arms to obtain their freedom 
from the savage Whites and their associates, who now guarded Ihem. As it 
was, two or three of the poor fellows were wounded ; and J was assured by a 
free Brown man, who was looking after the properly in the master's abseuce, 
that had the proprietor l>een there, there would have been sad work, and very 
likely murder ; for it was an illegal levy, and Ihe resistance woold have been 
desperate under their master's eye and voice. They were tied togetber,Dr hnnd- 
euHid, and driven olf Ihe same morning to Spanlsh-Towu gaol, a distance of 
twral; miles ; but as they bad t>een aeiied before sun-rise, and the fence had 
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been also broken through, both of which are illegal, the owner obtaiood their 
enlHrgement shortly after, and they were allowed to go back tu the ipot thej 
loved. I migihl here remark, that the labour ia much lighter on a coffee 
moiinlaiD than on a sngar estate, and that the Negroes arc nut required to be 
up ao ni'ich at night, (o pick and cure coffee, as they are to make sogar ; where, 
therefore, they hate good provision grounds, ng they had on this monntain I 
have been apeakiog of, tbey are mncb more comfortable, and less harassed than 
on a sugar estate." pp. 19 — 23, 

It is impossible to look into a West Indian newspaper without seeing 
advertisements by proprietors of the sale of Negroes ; or by tlie mar- 
shals or under-sheriffs, and by the collectors of the revenue, of slaves 
levied upon, either for debt or for taxes. For example, in the Royal 
Gazette of Jamaica, of June 15, 1823:— 

"For sale, Charloltenburg esute, in the parish of St. Matj 'a, consisting of 
983 acres of land, about 96 bead of working stock, and SO Negroes." 

April 26, 1B23. " For sale, IS valoable young Negroes, together or tingli/, 
to suit parohasers. 

May 10, 1B23. " Notice is hervby given, that on Tuesday next I will put up 
to public sale, a Negro woman, named Violrt, a Creole, acciiatomed to all sorts 
of work, levied npon for ta^jes due, by G. H. Swift." 

April 26, isas. '- For sale, under a writ of venditioni exponas, " Charles 
James, a Black, a iraiting boy, aged yoarg, belonging to M. Freeman." 

" William, a Black, a waiting boy, aged S years, belonging to M. Muir." 

" Frances, a Black, a field Negro, aged 34 years, belonging to C. Cole." 

" Qoasbeba, a Blaj:k, a drudge, aged 28 years, belonging to Solomon Isaac." 

Such extracts might be indefinitely multiplied. These will suffice lo 
shew that men, women, and children are regarded absolutely as pro- 
perty, and are seized and sold as unceremoniously as cattle or household 
goods for the payment of debts or of taxes, or are disposed of by pro- 
prietors in gangs, or singly, as best suits their interest. 

These are enormities, not only such as did once exist, but which exist 
at the present moment. In the Royal Gazette of Kingston, of the 16th 
of October, 1824, there are advertisements for the sale of between 1900 
and 200O negroes, to be sold either together or in families, and with or 
without the land. 

Many of the slaves are (and all may be) branded, by means of a 
hot iron, on the shoulder or other conspicuous part of the body, with the 
initials of their master's name, 

" With respect to this horrid custom," observes Mr. Bickeli, " it is not so 
common now as it was before the abolition of the slave trade : for then it was 
cnslomaiy to brand the greater part, that tbey might be known in case of run- 
ning away. It is a horrid pracljce, for it must be attended with very acute and 
lasting pain, besides the disgraceful and disgusting appearance of a human 
being marked like, or worse than, a horse." p. ST. 

Mr, Biclfell coafimis this statement, by a long list of instances, oc- 
cupying nine or ten pages, taken from the Jamaica newspapers. Wc 
shall extract only a very few specimens. 

" John Stevens, a likely young Creole Negro man, 5 ft. Ci in. marked MI on 
left shoulder, has a large scar on the left side of his throat, and otiier scars be- 
tween his shoulders and neck, to ibe estate of Mr. Mark, of Black River, dec. 
—Aug. s; 1823." p. 39. 

" Philip, a Creole Sambo man, of Carthagena, ft. S in. marked ICD on left, 
ftnd LH apparently, but blotched, on right shoulder, to Charles Newman, Es<l. 
Manchester.— Sept, 10, 188*." p. 30, 



|.?IUehM(l, a Cnole, S fl. Sf in. markeii appiKnti; CC MHl OAiob aliMlihnt 

d CA on loft check, tn Syssans eBtnte.— Sepl. W, 1833," p. 43. 

" WiUitim NelBon, alisa Thomna Mole, an Eboe, S ft. fij in. marked ASIA on 

|:)*o«lden, breasls, and cheeks, to Mr. Holmes, of Vera.— Oct. IT, tsas." p. 44. 

Ilie Slaves, whether male or female, are driven to hard labour by 

fte impulse of the cart-whip, for the sole benefit of their owners, from 

■ .IHhom they receive no wages ; and this labour is continued (with certain 

intermissions for breakfast and dinner), from morning to night, through- 

imt the year. 

In the season of crop, which lasts for four or five months of the year, 
their labour is protracted not only throughout the day, as at other times, 
but daring half the night, or the whole of every alternate night. 

I " The time of labour fur the slaves, " says Mr. Bickell, '* is Kenerall; frora 
ArariBing to sunsettingj viz. Trom fire o'clock to BSven, one hair tbe jear, and 
-nom six to »ix, or thereaUmt, tbe utber ItalT. Tbej are generally sammoned 
Oddi their slumbere by Ihe araaking of Ibe driver's whip, shout half an hour 
^fore daylight, and woe be to the hapleuB slave who does not lend H willing ear 
ind speedy footsteps to its repeated rails. " "If be be absent at roll-call, tbe 
Jfttdge, juror, and executioner, all stand by liim id the shape uf an inexorable 
Wriver^ and, without any defence or leave a( appeal, he is subjected to tlie lash. 
•Vor will a triflinit eicnae serte the Black female ; " " she makea the beet of her 
^ray to take her place, her unequal share of tbe task, by tbe strong-armed and 
■tout-made man, in tbe well dressed-np rank of the gang. Should she be too 
late, her sex and slender form, or gentler nature, will not avail ; but, as if de- 
t<ud of feeling, she is laid down by force, and punished with many stripes on 
those parts which shall be nameless for me, but which, fur decency's sake, 
taght never to be exposed. Surely nature is outraged at such devilish inde- 
licacies , 

" Otit of this time is allowed half an hour far breakfast, and two hours for 
dlnneri but many overseers have the first shell blow, for dinner, at half past 
twelve o'clock, and the second at two to go to the field again, as they are not 
very particular when they are busy in crop, or wish to have a certain quantity 
of work done. Independent of this also, in crop'time, the gangs are divided, 
tnd one half must work, at night, whilst the other half sleeps; so that on most 
■agar estates, the slaves work one half iJie year three nights in tbe week, inde- 
pendent of the days, and on tbe others two nights a week." 

Besides being made to work under the lash, without wages, during 
aiK days of the week, the Slaves are further obliged to labour for their 
ovn maintenance on that day which ought to be devoted to repose and 
religious instruction. And as that day is also their only market-day, 
it foUovra that " Sunday shines no Sabbalh-day to them," but is of 
necessity a day of worldly occupation, and much bodily exertion. 

On this subject Mr. Itickell observes, " It ia not enough that most of Ihe 
Slaves must work in their grounds a part of that hnly day, hut. to add to the 
nbominnlion, a market must be kept also on the Sunilny, for the sale of provi- 
sions, vegetables, fruil, &c. It is the only market-day which the poor NegToeB 
and Coloured Slaves have; and, instead of worshipping their God. they nre 
either cultivating th(^ir portions of land to preserve life, ur trudging, like mules, 
with heavy loads, five, ten, or even twenty miles to a market, to sell the little 
surplus of their provision gronnds. ur to barter it for a little salt Beh to season 
their poor meals; or, what is much worse, to spend, very often, the value in 
new destructive rvm, which intoxicates Ihem, and drowns for a short time the 
reflection that they are despised and burthened Slaves. 

" 1 shall never forget the hnrror and disgust which I felt uu going on ghore, 
for the first lime in Kiueslon,in the month of August, ISIQ: it was on a Sunday, 
and I had to pass by Ihe Negro market, where several Ibonsaods of human 
beings, of various nations and coloais, but principally Negroes, InHead ot 



'e buailj enplojied in all ktsdl ' 

Marriage, that blessing of civilized and 
tected in the case of the Slaves by no leg 
aaid to exist among them. Those, therefore, who live together as inaa 
and wife, are liable to be separated by the capriee of their master, or 
by sale for the satisfaction of his creditors ; while their unrestrained li- 
centiousness is encouraged no less universally by the debauclieriei of 
their superiors, the whites. 

In confirmatiDn or this stntement, Mr. Bickell observes, "Tlie evils of slavery, 
great as they have already been sbewn to be, would yet be leas lamentable ihaa 
they really are, if they u&bcted thi? slaves only ; but truly distrfsBiiig to an 
awatened and welUregulated CbrUtiBn mind is K to witness the demoralizing 
efieats brought on the White part of the population alao, nearly the whole oi 
whom live in a state of open and acknowledged, and even boasted, rornication. 
It is a well-known and notorious fact, that very few of the White men in IM 
Weal Indies marry, eicept a few ptofassional men, and some few merchants iu 
the towns, and here and there, in the country, a proprietor or large attorney. 
Most of the merchants and shopkeepers in the towns, and the whole or the- 
depaly planters, (namely overseeis,) in all parts of the country, liavo wbat is 
called a housekeeper, who is their cODcubine or mistress, and is generally a free 
woman of Colourj but the book- keepers, who are too poor and too dependent 
to have any kindof establishment, generally take sotne Mulatto, or Black female 
slave from the estate where they are employed, or live in a more general state 
of licentiousnesB." 

The following passages, from the pen of llie same geiitlemau, will 
serve to counteract some of the prevalent notions so industriously pro- 
pagafed by West Indians, of the enviable comforts of the N^ro slave; 
comforts which, it is unblushingly said, place him above the British 
peasant. 

" Of the great care taken of the Slaves in sickness, and of the boasted and 
frequent attendance of the medical men on the different properties, I have 
never seen any very flattering specimens, though I have been on a great many 
plantations, and have seen plenty of doctors. Their hothouses, or hospilalH, 
are generally speaking, filthy receptacles; they are very happily styled hot- 
houses, fur they are hot enough ; as the hospital is, on most estates, a coufined 
room, very orten an earlbern floor; in this is a platform of boards, raised two 
or three feet high, like the soldier's guard-bed, on which the sick lie down in 
their Own clothes, covered sometimes with a blanket, and sometimes not : on 
some large estates they have a superior kind of hospital, on a first floor, with 
better accommodations. The hot-house ia oflen the place where the Negroes are 
also confined in the stocks ; so that it is both hospital and gaol." pp. S2, liS. 

" None but a bigotted and low-minded planter, or some interested profes- 
sional resident, who cannot return to reside in this country, would compars the 
cou'se yams and cocoas, and the stringy indigestible plaintains, with a few bad 
or rotten herrings, to the wholesome bread of this country, and to potatoes and 
other line vegetables, with a small portion of fresh meat or bacon, which the 
English cottager enjoys. I have seen a good deal of the state of the English 
poor, having served curacies in Somersetshire, Gloucestershire, Monmouthshire, 
and Wiltshire, besides having an intimate acquaintance with Devonshire ; and 
I can conscientiously say, that I never saw any one, even a pauper, who lived 
in the mean hoggish way that the Slaves in the West Indies do ; and, moreover, 
that if such coarse food as the Negroes generally eat was offered them, they 
would rejuct it, (at least much dislike it,^ as thinking it hardly flt for human 
and rational beings : English alomachscould not well digest it, three times a 
day ; I know mine could not ; and I can assert with much troth, that the coarsest 
Irish potatoes, with a little milk, or buttermilk and salt, ate preferable to the 
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tunity of judging. 

The English poor are a\.v 
GoUager Ibat h^is not a dece 
nllb other parU of his dresa 
tund Hhata to keeji ' 



much belter rlothed : Tor Trhere is there a poor 
it ctulh or fustinn coal, of aoy colour he pleases, 
Buitahia, independent of good and warm stockinga, 
feet from the (;ra>el and dirt? But nbat hits the 



Slave T He hns for his besl, (froi 

bause surtonti which bangs about him lib 

peiion you please as himself; and, moreDier, a pair of coarse trowaers and 

Goaree sliirt of Uznabiirgh, which, tvith the coarsest kind of hat, is bis nbole 

nudrobe ; for tliis U the general livery or badge of Slavery. The remale slaves 

aie clothed as much inferior to our poor women ; and both Kegro men and 

women are without stockings and shoes, and generally go in a half-dressed 

itate, viz. without coats or gowns; the women's petticoats up to their knees; 

and very often before fresh supplies are given oat many of tlieni are in a ra);ged 

Rtale, and some almost in a slate of nudity ; and yet it is said, they are better 

off than the poor in Great Britain. 

" Nor have they the comforlstile cottage, and warm hcd with decent fnrai- 
ture, and Iho snug chimney-corner of the English peasant, which no one, not 
even a lord or a prince, dares to enter into vrithout permistion. No, in liis 
mud.btiilt and straw-coi-ered hut, without a window or a cliimuey, on two or 
three boards raised a little above the floor, or on the Qouritself, the Negro Slave 
Hes down on his mat, very often uncovered ; and if he wants H little fire, as in 
the mountains they sometimes do, he must light hia Tew slicka in the open air, 
and, like an animal I cooid mention, sit upon his heels shivering by it. It is 
painrol indeed to carry on the comparison ; but, independent of all this, is it 
nothing that the peasant's sod is commonly sent to school and taught to read 
his Biblp, and oftentimes to write and cypher, and when grown up can travel to 
anj part of this free country to better his conditioQ, none molesting him, or 
duing to make liim afraid ? " pp. 5G— S9. 

Such is the s^'stem which at this moment prevails almost uiiivereally 
in the Slave colonies of this free and happy country, and nhich, there 
ia reason to fear, will continue to prevail, unless the British people shall 
interfere more effectually than they have yet done in behalf of the un- 
happy sufferers. In order that their past interference may produce its 
full and legitirnate effect, the friends of Negro improvement throughout 
the kingdom must declare their determination lo support his Majesty's 
miniatera, in prosecuting through all the Colonies the work of amelio- 
ration which has been begun, but which the Colonists have unenuivo- 
cally manifested their purpose, if possible, to frustrate. Such a decla- 
ration ia due to those servants of the King, who, on furthering the 
wiabea of the people, expressed in numerous petiliona, have exposed 
themselves to no slight measure of opposition and obloquy from the 
I West India planters. 

■ It IB inconceivable that the people of Great Britain and Ireland could 
Eieodure, within their sight and hearing, the spectacles and the sounda 
f of woe with which their distant dependencies abound. But the distance 
at which oppression and cruelty are practised makes no difference as to 
the responsibility which rests upon those in whose power it is to miti- 
gate and put an end to them by just and lawful means. Such a re- 
aponsibility rests upon the people of this kingdom ; for it is chiefly for 
the sake of supplying them with an article of luxury — an article too, 
■which they could purchase at a cheaper rate, and without prejudice to 
(enue of the country, or to any other interests which ought to be 
■protected — that hundreds of thousands of men and women, who were 



lorn by a legalized piracy from the land of their nativity, are now 
doomed, along witli the children lo whom ihey have given birth, to I 
wear down their strength by uncompensated toil under llie laah of the 
cartwhip. 

It ia moreover by Bounties and Pratecting Duties, which not aa\y 
operate as a heavy tax upon themselves, but greatly* aggravate the 
misery of the Slaves, that the people of this country uphold a system 
which, without audi artificial support, would fall under its own enor- 
mity. The bounty alone pFiid on the export of sugar, raises the price 
of that article to the consumers at home to the extent of six shillings 
per cwt., and thus taxes the nation for the benefit of the Weat India 
proprietors in no less a sum than £1,200,000. The price of sugar and 
of other tropical produce, is further enhanced by protecting or prohi- 
bitory duties, which exclude from a fair competition wilh the West In- 
dies, the productions of our Indian empire and of other parts of the 
world. Besides this, large military and naval establishments are neces- 
sary to keep the slaves in subjection to their masters. The whole 
annual expense of these islands, together with the national loss incurred 
by the restnctions in their favour, cannot be fairly calculated at leas 
than four millions sterling. At this cost does Great Britain perpetuate 
the evils of her colonial bondage; and yet this cost is of small ac- 
count compared with the amount of guilt which must attach to the 
upholders of such a system. 

What then is to be done by those who feel, not only for the spiritual 
and temporal good of the poor slaves, but also for the honour and best 
interests of their country, whose prosperity they believe to be dependent 
on the favour of the righteous Governor of the Universe? Let them 
stand forward, indivitlnaily and collectively, as the avowed and strenu- 
ous advocates of those who are not permitted to give utterance to their 
own sense of wrong. Let them, in their several spheres, and in the 
legitimate exercise of their birthright, influence, as they may, by their 
votes, and by petitions addressed to the legislature, tlie decision of 
questions relating to this momentous national concern. Let them pray 
the Parliament to prosecute to its consummation the great work of jus- 
tice and humanity on which they have entered ; — to extend with all 
convenient dispatch to every one of his Majesty's Colonies the provisions 
of the Order of the King in Council framed for the Island of Trinidad, 
and such other provisions as maybe severally expedient; and to enforce 
them by such measures as shall secure their due execution : and espe- 
cially let them unequivocally declare their unwillingness to contribute 
,to the maintenance of a system of Slavery which they abhor, by Boun. 
ties and Protecting Duties, which are injurious to the commerce of the 
empire, and at variance with the enlightened and liberal policy of his 
Majesty's Government. 
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. NTHLY Reporter," will be ready for tie- 

livery on the last day of every rnonlh. Copies will be for«farded, at the 
request of any Anti-Slavery Society, at the rate of four shillings per 
hundred, provided the order for them be received within the month 
immediately following; the date of each Number. It is requested that 
all persons wishing to receive a regular supply, will make application to 
(he Secretary, at the Society's office, No. 18, Aldermanbury, and men- 
tion the conveyance by which they may be most conveniently sent. — 
They might in many cases be sent al very little expense, enclosed in 
booksellers' parcels, or along with the Monthly PublicatioDs of the va- 
lious religious or charitable Societies ; permission to that efl'ect being 
obtuned from the country booksellers or others to whom the parcels are 
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In our last Number, we gave a " Brief Sketch of Colonial Slavery," 
asily imagine that after having perused it (brief and inade- 
4]uate as it is to develope the enormity of tlie system), our readers would 
ask with astonishment, why such a state of things has been permitted 
to continue, and what means have been used for the purpose of correct- 
ing or destroying it? To the first of these questions, it may be difficult 
to find an explicit answer, unless we refer it to that insatiable avarice 
which has steeled the breasts of men to feeling, and instigated them to 
seek'gold at the expense of justice and humanity; or to that supineness 
of the British public, which has permitted the despoilei-s of mankind to 
hold possession of their degraded victims in security, and even assisted 
them (in general, it is hoped, unwittingly) in the consumption of the 
produce of the " sinews and the bones of men," 

There was a time when the voice of this country was almost univer- 
sally raised against the traffic in human beings so iniquitously carried 
on between the coast of Africa and the West Indies ; the cruel practices 
dien brought to light made the ears of all who heard to tingle, till jus- 
tice obtained a triumph, and the Slave Trade «as abolished. With this 
abolition the compassionate (feelings that had been excited began to suh- 
side, and, tor want of a more intimate acquaintance with the Bubject, 
the Abolition of the Trade m Slaves was identifled, in the minds of 
most men, with the extinction ofSlnvtrry itself; whilst in th«r exultn- 
lion at a too partial victory, the majority of the British people forgwt the 
600,000 of their fellow creatnres already groaning in bondage, and ilie 
fate of their hapless posterity, who were still doomed to all the horrors 
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of ft cruel and hopeless tervitude, wliicli could only be lefnimalud by 
ileaib. The more intelligent of our roadert will, we trust, excuse our 
preMing this view of the subject, as it is n widely spread and fatal error 
whicli still prevails, that SlaTcry waa put an end to by the Abolition of 
ihe African Slave Trade ; and which also, perhaps, furnishes a reason, 
and the only excuse, why so iuiquilous a system has been p<ermitled to 
cuotinue lo long, but which reason and excuse are now sufliciently taken 
away by the opportunities of obtaining correct information so repeatedly 
offered lo ihc public by ihe Ami-Slavery Society. 



DEMERARA. 
It appesirs, from the Parliamentary papers lately printed, that the 
planters of Demerara have strenuously opposed certain parts of the pro- 
posed reforms which, after the example of the Order in Council, the 
Government have wished to introduce. It is one of the provisions of 
that order that the marriages of slaves shall be " to all intents and pur- 

Ces binding, valid, and effectual in law." The planters of Demerara, 
rever, remark that " the civil rights acquired by marriage are so 
numerous and complicated that it is found impracticable to adopt or 
modify this exprcssjon." They, therefore, in their wisdom, propose to 
introduce the following clause, " Provided always, that such maniage 
shall in no manner confer on the slaves any of these liivil rights which, 
by marriage, are acquired by persons of free condition, nor subject such 
slaves to any penal infliction, the effi^cla of which might destroy the 
rights, or injure the property of their owners." 

Such is the marriage which the Chiiatian planters of Demerara declare 
ihat they will alone concede to their slaves ; and such, and no more, is 
the marriage which the Rev. Mr. Bridges, of Jamaica, boasts of having 
solemnized among the slaves of his parish — a marriage without any of 
the rights of marriage — a marriage which gives no security, aud confers 
no benefit beyond that of an unlicensed concubinage ; and even this, in 
the eyes of the Demerara planters, and of Mr. Bridges, is something of 
reform, something of improvement in the condition of the slave. What 
must that condition have been in this respect previously, and what, 
therefore, is it now? U 13 one which only finds its parallel among the 
beasts of tlie field and the forest. 

Again, the Demerara planters absolutely refuse 10 grant to their slaves 
the liberty of purchasing their freedom, even at the full appraised value 
of their persons, of their ^news, bones and blood. Let us hear their 
reasonings on this point. " It is," say they, " beyond its power," that 
is, beyond the power of the legislative body, " without the breach of a 
sacred trust, to give their sanction to any measure which could ever, by 
construction, imply an acknowledged right, on the part of the slave, to 
demand his freedom invito domiiio. They feel themselves called upon 
openly to avow the principle, that they have not the right to invade the 
property of their fellov) colonists, by admitting that tbey can, in any 
manner, be deprived of it contrary lo law, by which it is secured to 
them, and which his Majesty has been graciously pleased lo guarantee 
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to ihem by the Articles of Capitulation."' " Slaves in (Am Colony are 
cktttteh as much as any other moveable property." Except when slaves 
are morlgBged, the master "lias the entire control over liia slaves; 
neither is it t!ie law that proprietors can be forced to dispose of their 
property, real or personal, when its value is offered to them by others. 
To give to the slave the right of purchasing himself, against the will 
and consent of his owner, will annihilate the right of the owner, and 
confer on tlie slave a power which no other person possesses." Ag;ain, 
" the Dutch law, in this Colony, gives no such right whatever to a slave. 
Here the interest of the owner, io his slave, is that oi fee simple ab- 

Such, then, the Planters themselves tell us, is the tenure of Slavery 
in the British Colony of Demerara. And can they hope that, after 
having revealed the principle in all its naked wickedness, by which they 
hold in fee simple absolute the bodies and the souls of their fellow- 
creatures, that they will find syrnpathy in any British bosom but for 
the wretched victims of such a tyrannical, and, in spite of all (hey can 
say, lawless system; a system which is an outrage on all law, divine 
iind human, recognized at least in this happy land. This horrid system, 
we have often said, needs only to be known to the people of this coun- 
try, in all its length and breadth, and teighth and depth of enormity, 
to be swept from the face of the British empire. It cannot endure the 
lig;ht which now beams upon it after a^s of darkness and death. 

TRINIDAD. 

_.. of the Newspapers, recently received from Trinidad, is con- 
tained an account of the proceedings at the General Annual Meeting 
oftheAnti-Slavery Society, on the 30th April, 1825." It had been there 
asserted that, on the admission of ihe Trinidad Planters themselves, 
"the WHIP is identified with Slavery ; and that it is by-i/i infliction, 
or the dread of its infliction, that (he Slaves are alone made to work." 
On this assertion, they thus comment in the Gazette of Trinidad. 

" Wedui, and do declare the whip to be essential to West Indian 
discipline ; aye, as essential, my Lord Caltkorpe, as the freedom of 
the press, and Ihe trial by jury to the liberty of the subject, in Eng- 
land,and to be justified on equally legitimate grounds. The comfort, 
welfare, and happiness of our labouring classes cannot subsist without 
it. The fact may have been denied by others, but never by us. We 
have never condescended lo equivocation or disguise in this Colony. It 
may be denied by the West Indian Committee, but il has never been 
denied by us." 

Messieurs, the Planters, the Anti-Slavery Society are nbliged to you 
for your frankness! We now understand each other. To you, and 
your system, you say the wiiip is essential. With the whip employed 
to compel labour, we, and with ns the people of England, wage an 
interminable and exterminating warfare. 

tuutd lie iif any rorcc sulisequcntb In 
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MAURITIUS. 

A Return of the Slave Population of the Mauritius, as receired in 
the ofHce of the Registrar of Colonial Slaves since its first establish- 
ment, was laid on the table of the House of Commons on the 27th of 
June last. It is as follows, viz. — 

•'1816. Males, 55,717; females, 29,706; total, 85,423. 

''The duplicate Slave Returns in the Mauritius, for the year 1819, 
are bo imperfect as not to afford any means whatever of ascertaining 
the amount of the Slave population at that period, and have therefore 
been sent back to the Colony for correction. Those for 1822 are sup- 
posed to have been lost in the ship George the Fourth, wrecked, on her 
voyage from the Mauritius, in June last.*' 

it thus appears, that the registration of Slaves at the Mauritius is so 
incomplete as to prove a perfect nullity, and to be utterly useless to its 
grand purpose of checking the illicit introduction of Slaves. This state 
of things must now be more particularly favourable to the prosecution 
of ap active Sluve trade, since the removal of the protecting duty of 
ten shillinffs from Mauritius sugar, and the general rise in the price 
of Colonial produce, must have given an increased stimulus to cul- 
tivation, and rendered the temptation of the adjacent Slave-markets 
Irresistible. Those markets are so near, and the price of Slaves there 
so low, that they may be brought to the Mauritius and sold there for 
thirty or forty dollars a piece. The consequence must be, that the 
effectual check of a perfect system of registration being wanting, and 
the interests and feelings of the planters being all in favour of the 
Slave Trade, it will be carried on without limit or control. 

One effect arising from this facility of importation is, the frightful 
disproportion of the sexes among the Slaves, as may be seen in the above 
extract from the Slave Registry. Another is, that the human animal 
being so cheap, (less tlian is now paid for a dead subject for ^e dis- 
secting-room in this country,) the system of exaction, and the severity 
of treatment are carried to a height of cruelty which very for exceeds 
that of our Western Colonies. This might be expected on general 
principles. But facts moreover prove it to be so ; and whips, and chains 
and mutilations, and torture, and death, are there still more the ordi- 
nary incidents of Slavery than in the West Indies or the United States. 
The UK^ality* therefore, is enormous ; and that mortality cannot fail to 
be lar^^ly increased by the admission of the sugar of the Mauritius 
to consumption in this country on the same terms with the sugar of the 
West Indies, 

It does seeau most extraordinary, that from all our dominions in the 
£ast, the Legislature should hare selected the only Colony in which 
Slavfury pr^>*ails for exemption from the protecting duty on sugar; thus 
^vtn^ an imjHil* not n^erely to the exaction of labour, and all the 
asWrt^Avated seventies of an increased sugar culture, but a direct pt^. 
iMUiia on all the horrors and atrocities of the Slave Trade, which the 
tOl^nl iXMil\ision into which the Slaw Registry has been allowed to fid! 
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An attempt baa been made, it is underetood, to pass off the suglf of 
the Mauritius as the produce of free labour. The above statement will 
serve to undeceive our readers, and place Uiem on their guard agniuBt 
the deception. 

The following are a few tnenioranda made on the autject of Slavery 
in (he Mauritius by an eje-witness, who may be relied upon :— 

The Slaves are either Creoles, or natives of Madagascar, Mozambique, 
or the eastern coast of Africa. They are employed as domcslics, arli- 
soRS, or ID the plantations ; the latter class are often ill-fed, hard-'worked, 
and cruelly treated. 

The Slaves are generally summoned to their labours by the cracking 
of the whip; and, when tliey are at work in the field, the overseer 
stands over them with it. If there is any law that prescribes limits to 
the punishment of Slaves, it is a perfectly dead letter, for lashes are in- 
flicted from the number of twenty-five to sis hundred. It might be 
expected that any such restricting law would become obsolete, when it 
is known that in no instance can the evidence of a Slave be taken in a 
Court of Justice, when the interests of his master are concerned. 

Women are alike subject to flogging, and the punishment of working 
in chains .•" 

The moral character of the Slave population, compared with that of 
other Stave Colonies, is supposed to be good. The number of Maroons 
(run-away Slaves) every year is asserted to be one Jourteenth part of 
the number in Jamaica. In general they are subordinate and docile. 
Petty thefts are common, and the restraint of truth is little felt: but 
capiud ofiences rarely occur. A listless inactivity, an indisposition to 
work except under coercion, tlie promiscuous intercourse of the sexes, 
&c. can hardly be called crimes in an unenlightened Slave; and, upon 
the whole, their actual moral condition, when viewed in connexion wilh 
their opportunities of improvement, may well excite wonder. 

The marriage of Slaves is not recognized by the laws of the Colony. 
Cohabitation is common; but without any tie to enforce constancy, 
except mutual consent. A child cannot be separated from tlie mother 
against her wish, under the age of seven ; but no law respects the bond 
of ihe parents. 

Cohabitation between the Whites and the Blacks is frightfully Com- 
mon among all classes in the Mauritius ; but there is a law in the code 
of the last French governor, still in force, which not only greatly aggra- 
vates the evil, but, in fact, creates a considerable pact of it. By this 
law, not only the marriage of a White and a Black person is prohibited, 
but even a person of colour, (i. e. one known to have descended, how- 
ever remotely, from a Black,) cannot be married to a White ; nor can 
any property whatever be bequeathed, by will, to children born in such 
• connexion. A dreadfully immoral aspect is thus given to the whole 
slate of society ; which, in conjunction with the facility of obtaining 
divorces, must be considered to have divested marriage of much of its 
honour and its sanctity. 

■ Chuius nrany endutatilc (vi'ight may be aflixeil by the master to liis slaves. 



I 
I 
I 

I 



22 

The fees, securilies, &i:. roqoirt^O (o l>c p<tid upon giving a Slave his 
freedom, arc oppressive, — amouDliiig lo about three hundred dollars ; 
which tax must be deemed an obstacle in the wa; of benevolence, and 
the progress of the abolition of -Slavery, The formalities and provi- 
sions of the law arc numerous ; and as the master alone is supposed to 
confer the boon of liberty, there seems no encouragement to the indus- 
trious exertions of the Slave. 

As labour is carried on on Sundays, it is not supposed there can be 
any law, appointing that holy day a day of rest lo the Slaves. It is 
believed that some masters allow them the day, or part of it; but, in 
general, they are not so favourably circumstanced as the Slaves in the 
West India Islands. 



ENGLISH LIBERTY NOT RECOGNIZED. 

There are several Slaves in the Island who have been in England, and 
by the glorious charter of that land of liberty, have become free : bat 
returning ignorantly lo the Mauritius, theColonial law has not respected 
their British privilege ; they have been sold again as Slaves, and they 
and the'ir children remain in bondage. 

Since the abolition of the Slave Trade, and the registration of Slaves 
in the Colony, the illicit traffic has been carried on to a great extent ; 
and a considerable portion of the present Slave property in the Island 
has been notoriously acquired in that manner. The proprietors being 
therefore liable to forfeiture, are not in a condition to oppose any melio- 
ration of the state of the Slaves that Government might recommend ; 
nor do they deserve that any prejudices or imaginary interest of theirs 
should countervail the moral wants of eighty thousand of iheir fellow- 
creatures. 

There are eleven hundred Slaves attached to the different departments 
of Government; and many of them are let out to hire at the rate of 
from five lo seven dollars per month ; a sum presumed to be more than 
enough to cover ihe expense of their food and clothing, which ihey are 
provided with by Government. 

There is another class of Blacks styled Government apprentices, 
whose situation requires attention. Since the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, all captured Slaves arc bound apprentices by the Collector of 
Customs, according to Act of Parliament, for the term of fourteen 
years, to such persons as are willing to take them, engaging lo teach 
them either trades or other occupations, and to bring Ihcm vp in the 
principles of the Christian religion. The number of these is about 
sin hundred. It is known that in two or three English houses some 
attempts are made to teach the Slaves and apprentices ; and it is said, 
that the lady of the late Commander of tlie Forces (Major-Genera! 
Darling) set an admirable example in this respect, reading prayers in 
Creole twice a day lo her Slaves and apprentices ; but, in general, they , 
are quite neglected, Doubtless many are prevented by the difGcuIty 
of communicatijig with them; and many more by indifference to the 
subject ; for no man who does nol supremely value the Christian reli- 
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1 for liimself can !)<■ expctted to uniltTgo tlie labour 'of leacliiiig 
n ignorant Black. 



ABERDEEN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

A powerful and active Anti-Slnvcry Society was formed at Aberdeen 
on the 18lh of Marcb last. In the list of its \' ice-Presidents and Com- 
initlee we observe with satisfaction the names of the most dislinguished 
Lterary and influential characters in that important and poptiions place. ' 
In an energetic address from the Commiltee, they call upon their coun- 
f4ryiiieii universally to consider calmly and deliberately the nature sf 
. |>ersonal Slavery, with all its injurious eflects, as it exists in our Colo- 
and alter describing it in much the same manner as it has been, 
on various occasions, exhibited in the publications of the London Anti- 
Slavery Society, they thus proceed; — 

" In this brief detail, ihe Committee have been anxious not to ex^- 
gerate any of the circumstances. They disclaim all calumny and in- 
• vective against the Planters and White inhabitants; believing them to 
. .be men of like passions with ourselves, many of them labouring under 
the influence of strong prejudices, consequently objects of our pity ; 
and probably not acting worse than we should do, were we placed in 
similar circumstances, intrusted with absolute power over our fellow- 
creatures. It may be asked, however. What has been done for amelio- 
rating the condition of our Colonial Bondsmen ? Have the humane 
regulations recommended by the Government at home been acted upon ? 
Have they not, almost in every case, been evaded, or offensively re- 
jected ? While this is (he case, we cannot sil still, year after year, 
silent spectators of such a system of oppression, exercised within the 
British dominions without partaking of the guilt. 

"The Committee would parlicularly recommend that Associations 
should be formed in every part of the kmgdom, for the purpose of co- 
operating to diffuse information, and to call fortli the distmct expression 
of public opinion on the subject; thereby strengthening the hands and 
seconding the movements of Government, for accomplishing the Anal 
and complete abolition of Slavery, Such a change wouhl be ecjually 
advantageous to the Planters as to the Slaves, to the Whites as to the 
Blacks. Free or voluntary labour has invariably proved far more pro- 
fitable than compulsory or slave labottr. Strong prejudices, and the 
innate love of power, have made the Colonial Proprietors, or their Agents, 
deny this important fact, and thereby sacrifice their own interest. The 
change would also powerfully contribute to the security and increasing 
value of all kinds of lawful property ; and it would be essendally felt 
in suppressing the unrestrained licentiousness which so much prevails 
among both the Slave and the White population. Many other advan- 
tages would naturally follow, which must be apparent to every intelligent 
and unprejudiced observer. 

"To the Ministers of religion, of every denomination, the Committee 
confidently look for co-operation and assistance. By directing their 
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respective congregations to this important subject, as their own wisdom 
and prudence may suggest, they will essentially promote the cause of 
justice and humanity ; and by exciting the inquiry and attention of all 
ranks to the dreadful wretchedness and degradation of Negro Slavery, 
they will hasten its final abolition. 

*' To the Ladies in this City, and throughout the country, the Com- 
mittee appeal with confident hopes of success. The subject is worthy 
of their attention. By their well-directed and persevering exertions in 
acquiring an accurate knowledge of the numerous hard^ps endured 
l^ the Slaves, and communicating the same in their domestic and social 
circles, it is almost, impossible to calculate the happy effects that may 
result. In various parts of England, many amiable and highly-accom- 
plished Females are now devoting some of their leisure hours to this 
object, in the most exemplary manner, and are effecting a great change 
on public opinion. May- their example be speedily followed here ! 

** Finally, the Committee most fervently wish that Petitions to Parlia- 
ment may be prepared, and numerously signed, previous to the opening 
of next Session, from every county and every town, from every village 
and every parish, in the United Kingdom, making one energetic and 
concurrent appeal to both Houses of the Legislature in behalf of our 
enslaved fellow-subjects ; praying that they may be admitted to a full 
participation of those civil rights and privileges, and to all those moral 
and religious advantages, enjoyed by the rest of his Majesty's subjects/' 
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J^ndoii, Septemltif 30. 1825. 

Ho. 4. 

ANTI-SLAVERY 

MONTHLY REPORTER. 



HAYTI. 

^HE French Goverament has, at length, in consideraticm of the sum 
<f 150 raillioiis of I'rancs, a^ an iodemnity to the ancient proprietors of 
lands in the French portion of St. Domingo, consented to acknowled|;e 
tiie independence of that country. Independent ihey have been, tn 
point of fact, for a quarter of a century ; we might say, from the lime 
of the French Revolution ; and there was no r^aon to fear, that either 
by arms or artifice, they could be made to returfi to their servile condi' 
lion 1 so that France may be considered as having received a most gra- 
tuitous boon for her acknowledgment, independently of t!ie commercial 
advantages she may derive from the recogoitioa, especially as the impo- 
litic tardiness of our own Government has prevented our securing the 
commercial advantages, and perhaps, preferences, which might have 
been our own, but which will now no longec be within our reach. 

There is however, as yet, much that is ambiguous, in the terms iu 
which the independence of Hay ti has been recognised. It is recognised 
not ill the usual mode of a treaty regularly contracted between inde- 
pendent parties ; but in a Royal Otdonnance, issuing by the sole fiat 
«f the French King, who in the style of a Sovereign thus proclaims his 
will oa the lubject :— 

Paris, April 17. 



" To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting, 

" Considering Articles 14 and 73 of the Charter, desiring to provide 
for what is called for by the interests of the French Merchants, the 
misfortimes of the ancient Colonies of St. Domingo, and the preca- 
rious situation of the present inhabitants of that Island ; 

" We have ordained and ordain as follows: — 

" Art. I . The Ports of the French part of St. Domingo arc opou 
to the Commerce of all nations, 

" The duties levied in the Ports, either upon vessels or merchandize, 
whether entering or going out, shall he equal and uniform for all flags 
except for the French flag, in favour of which these duties shall be re- 
duce] one-half 
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" The present inliabitanls of St. Domingo shall pay into tbe Caisse 
Generale des Depos el des Consignalions of France, in five equal in- 
stalments from year to year, tbe tirst of whicli will become due od ttie 
3l8tof December, 1825, the sum of 1 50.000,000 of francs, destined 
to indemnify the ancient Colonists who shall claim- an indemnity. 

" 3. We grant, on these conditions, by the present Ordinance, to the 
actual inhabitants of the French part of the Island of St. Domiugo, ihe 
full and entire independence of their Government. 

" The present Ordinance shall be sealed with the great Seal. 

" Given at Paris, al tbe Palace of the Tuileries, tiie 17th of 
"April, tbe year of grace 1825, and in tbe First of our reign. 
(By the King) " CHARLES." 
" The Peer of France, Minister, Secretary of State for tbe Depart- 
ment of Marine and Colonies, 

(Sealed) " Count de Chabrol. 
" The Keeper of the Seals of France, Minister, Secretary of Slate 
fur ibe Department of Justice. 

(Countersigned) " Count de Petbonnet, 
" The President of the Council of Ministers, 

"M. DE VltLELE." 

But whatever be the donbts which may hang over this transaction as 
to its form, no doubt can exist that the measure is one of immense im- 
portance, and big with the most momentous consequences to llie whole 
of the Slave Colonies in the western world. It cannot but be deemed 
to hold out a loud, warning to the Colonists to shape their way as spee- 
dily as possible to a safe and amicable extinction of Slavery, before the 
extremity arrives, (as arrive it may, under various probable contingen- 
cies, especially in the event of another war), when the question may 
be, whether the mother country shall be forced either to abandon the 
Planters to their fate, or to imijats the conduct of France, in waging in 
defence of them a long, bloody, unpopular, and most ruinously expen- 
sive contest, >,Q cau only in degradation and defeat. 

A = vTfc have alluded thus far to the subject of Hayti, we shall subjoin 
, a few particulars respecting what is stated, on good authority, to be the 
present condition of that country. 

The Island of St. Domingo, it is well known, is of great value, both 
in an agricultural and commercial view. It is generally mountainous, 
but has many extensive plains and beautiful valleys. Its climate, con- 
sidering the latitude, is salubrious and delightful, being tempered by 
the mountain breezes and trade winds. The immense wealth which it 
poured into France, while in a state of Colonial dependence, proves its 
fertility and great resources. The government is professedly framed on 
the model of the United States of America; the legislative and execu- 
tive powers being vested in a President, Senate, and Chamber of De- 
puties, 1'he Deputies consist of two from the principal city of each 
department, (Port-au-Prince sends three), and one from each district: 
they are elected quinquennially by the people, all males of 21 years of 
age having a vote. The duties and privileges of all classes are defined 
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■by tlie canstitution : ihe Code Napoleon is in substance the law of the 
land. Having hitherto been unacknowled^d, and being obliged to 
keep on foot a large force, both for achieving and maintaining their in- 
dependeuee; and having only their own arms to rely upon, for exemp' 
tion from slavery or extermmalion ; the Government has hitherto as- 
sumed chiefly a military aspect; but a standing army being now less 
necessary, we may hope to view it under a more peaceful appearance; 
especially as its constitution is opposed to a military government, and 
is founded on the modern system of checks and balances, and is not ill 
calculated lo secure public and private liberty and prosperity. Since 
the union of tlic whole Island under the present administration, great 
improvements are stated to have taken place; and for more than two 
years there has been the most perfect internal tranquillity. 'I'he Presi- 
dent is popular; and the Government appeared to be quite stable, even 
before the recent recognition of its independence. Indeed, all disinter- 
ested persona, who have visited and examined the Island, have stated 
that its fastnesses and mountains, the good discipline of its army, the 
spirit of liberty which animates the people, and the confidence of the 
public in a Government which, by a pure administration of justice, se- 
cures liberty and property, and guarantees to eyery human being who 
touches its shores, the rights of freedom, without distinction of ciime 
.or colour, rendered invasion an utterly hopeless project. The Legislature 
appear to be acting upon principles of sound policy; they have recently 
equalized the duties on imports; lessened those on exports, and ba- 
nbhed some remains of the feudal system in matters of properly, The 
Police is excellent; so that public crimes and outrages are far more 
rare than might have been expected, considering that most of the elder 
and middle-aged population, and the parents of the younger, were born 
Slaves, and must therefore have been but ill (|ualified for ail the duties 
and dignities of freemen. The moral and intellectual taint hence de- 
rived, is, however, still painfully visible, and years must elapse before 
many of the habits and vices engendered by Slavery will have wholly 
disappeared. This serious disadvantage the Haylians inherit (and 
inherit, be it remembered, from European hands,) in common with the 
lately enfranchised regions of South and Central America : but they 
are taking the best means to check its peqietuation, by encouraging 
education, and according to the best ideas which their late masters 
thought fit to give them, religion. To promote the former, the Govern- 
ment has established both Colleges and Schools, of mutual instruction, 
of both which classes of institutions the public defray a great part of 
the expense. These excitements were absolutely necessary; for every 
person who has witnessed the general indifference of uneducated per- 
sons, even in our own country, for the education of their children, will 
easily infer that great difficulties must exist in instilling such a desire 
into the population of an Island, where, thirty years ago, almost all 
were Slaves, and, as such, prevented, by a cruel policy, from being made 
acquainted with the simplesc elements of mental cultivation. These re- 
marks apply chiefly, lo those who were Slaves before the Revolution. 
Among those who have always enjoyed their freedom, there arc many 
who are distinguished for intelligence and liberality of sentiment. Not 
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^nSw'were educated in France; and many of ihe children oF bdfli 
sesea are atill sent to that country for instruction. There are several 
Priming Prcsaes on the Island, from which issue a few Newspapere 
and one monthly pubhcation. 

With r^ard to the second point, Religion, when it is recollected who 
were the late masters of the Island, and in what manner Wcat-tndian 
Colonies were peopled, it will not be wondered at that the Haytian po- 
pulation arc not either Tery intelligent or very conaiEtent Christians, 
The majority of them were African Pagans, torn from their homes ; who 
acquired little of Christianity but the name, and not perhaps always 
even that, by their residence in a professedly Christian and Catholic 
Colony. The present race have renounced their Pagan for Popish su- 
perstitions, or for a total disregard of all religious observances. A Pro- 
Uslajii Sunday is unknown; for, though the public offices, and gene- 
rally the wholesale stores, are shut, yet the Sunday market still exists, 
and comparatively little attention is devoted to religious duties. The 
Catholic holidays are retained ; and the Churches are open, and Mass 
performed, on occasion of their recurrence ; but they have the effect 
there, as every where else, of creating habits of idleness and vicious 
indulgence, rather than of strengthening religious sanctions. Many of 
the higher classes, we fear, have imbibed the infidelity of the French 
school. There is, however, on every hand, a visible and rapid improve- 
ment. The manners of the people are much less coarse than might have 
been espected, and even partake, it is said, of great civility, having been 
motlelled on the proverbially polished deportment of French society. 
Marriage, that almost unknown institution among West India .Slaves, 
is beginning to be dulv honoured among the poorer classes; and we 
trust, that, by the blessmg of God, many years will not elapse before 
moral and spiritual imnrovemeuts will have ensued, equal to those 
which have ameliorated their civil condition; and that, being now 
blessed with temporal freedom and security, they will become increas- 
ingly partakers of the glorious liberty of the sons of God. 



ME.SSRS. LECESNE AND ESCOFFERV. 

Since the Second Report of ihc Anti-Slavery Society was published, 
(see page 14,) the case of the above-named Gentlemen has been brought 
before the House of Commons by Dr. Lushington, in a speech which 
produced a deep impression on the H9use, and obtained from Mr. 
Canning an assurance that the whole affair should undei^o a lull and 
fair investigation, with a view, in the event of their complaints being 
subslantiaied, of rendering them adequate redress and reparation. The 
following statement exhibits in substance, the particulars of this 
transaction. 

In the month of October, IS'JS, Lewis Celeste Lecesne and John 
Escoffery, were put under arrest, by a warrant of the Duke of Man- 
chester, the Governor of Jamaica, as aliens, and as dangerous persons, 
in order to I 
however, to r 



) be instantly deported from the Island. They found lime, 
o make an application (q the Supreme Court of Jamaica, to 
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Migfcl before it by Habeas Corpus ; andi ihe wnoleof thfcir eaie 
rhaving been submitied to that tribunal, and arguPd at great length, 
( they were discharged by order of the Judges, wlio declared them to be 
British-bom subjects. 

While Ibey were in jail, a memorial, sig;ned by thirty of the most 
respectable merchants and magistrates, (one of them a member of the 
House of Assembly, and another the Provost- Marshal- General,) was 
submitted to the Governor, bearing the highest testimony to the cha- 
racters of Lecesne and Escoffery, whom many of them had known from 
their infancy, and others had known for many years ; and all oF whom 
expressed a concurrent conviction that these men were not only British 
subjects, but perfectly free from all imputation of disaHectioo or dis- 
loyalty. This petition, thus respectably signed, was treated as unworthy 
of seiiouB consideration. It was asserted that the petitioners were 
principally tlie creditors of these persons, and interested in keeping 
ihem on the Island ; while the unquestionable fact has proved to be, 
that out of the thirty petitioners, only Sre were creditors, and these 
to an amount not greater than £25 each, exclusive of an open account- 
current with one house, that of Watson, Williams, and Co., the exact 
amount of which is uncertain. These men bad uniformly borne an 
[ excellent character, not only for the punctuality of their commercial 
I dealings, but for their general conduct, both as citizens and as members 
of the Militia, in which ihey held the rank of Serjeants. Mr. Hall, a 
Magistrate of Kingston, in particular, bore the most unequivocal testi- 
mony to their respestability, and to the confidence he placed in ihera ; 
and this testimony he has repeated in this country, where he now re- 
sides. But although this powerful testimony in iheir favour, together 
with the clear proof of their national character, was disregarded by the 
ExecutiveGovernment of the Island, it had its full effect in the Supreme 
Court, which, as has been staled, after a long and laborious hearing, 
discharged both the individuals. On this occasion, six freeholders 
attended in the Court to ofTer bail ; but the Chief Justice said that the 
Court requited none, for the men were proved to be British subjects, 
and he knew of no charge against ihera. 

The subsequent proceedings, however, were still more extraordinary. 
Shortly ofler iheirdiachai^by the Court of King's Bench, Mr. Hector 
Mitchell, with whom this outrageous persecution appears to have ori- 
ginated, moved in the House of Assembly for a Secret Committee, which 
was granted, for investigating the matter. He was himself appointed 
[ the Chairman ; and Mr. Barnes, the Mayor of Kingston, who was 
1 actively concerned with Mr. Mitchell in the arrest of these men, toge- 
I ther with two others who had been retained as Counsel against them, 
! were associated with him in the Committee. What evidence was taken 
t before this Secret Committee does not yet appear, but whatever it was, 
F k was wholly ex parte ; not a single witness in behalf of the persons 
^ accused havmg been heard, or even cited ; and no notice having been 
I dven them of an investigation so nearly affecting them. All that is 
I known of the proceedings of this Committee is a Report, in which the 
I assertion was repealed that these men were aliens, and persons dau- 
' gerous to the pface of the Island. But of this assertion no proof what- 
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ever asyet appears lohftvc been exhibited beyond what lhcSii|ircnicCourl, 
after the gravest deliberation, bad pronouDced to be unworthy of credit. 

Oq the ground of this Report; without any further inquiry ; without 
a moment's warning to the individuals ; without the slightest intimation 
of the nature of the chaig(» preferred against them, or of the nature 
of the further evidence that had been adduced before the Secret Com- 
mittee to invalidate that evidence in their favour which had appeared so 
decisive to tlie Supreme Court ; were these men, who had resided in 
the Island from their birth, and, by the acknowledgement of their ene- 
mies, from their earliest infancy ; who had conducted themselves most 
irreproachably in every civil and social relation ; who were married and 
had families, and upon whom those families, as well as their aged mo- 
thers, depended wholly for their support : and who had also been ad- 
mitted to their privileges as British-born subjects, by the unanimous 
vote of the Magistrates of Kingston, nine years before, and as such 
had also been promoted to the rank of Serjeants in the Militia, to which 
only British-born subjects are eligible ; — thus were they, notwithstand- 
ing the strongest and most irrefragable proofs in their favour, suddeuly 
torn from the bosoms of their families, sent into eicile, ruined in their 
fortunes, maligned in their characters, and held up as traitors to their 
' "e those dependent on them were either left to 
1 the precarious bounty of others. In a few 
they were sent off in a ship of war to St. Do- 
re put ashore and left to their fate, 
ider the colour of the Alien Act of Jamaica. But 
it never could have been meant that the Alien Act should give the Colo- 
nial Government tlie power of inquiring into the birth of individuals 
who had resided in a country for nearly thirty years, and had been in 
the unquestioned enjoyment during that Ume, of all the rights of citizen- 
ship ; or should arm it with authority, at such a distance of time, to call 
on an individual to prove his birth-place, when, from various circum- 
Btances, he might be wholly unable to do so ; it being quite impossible 
that he himself should be cognisant either of the time at which, or ihe 
place in which, he was born. And yet, even under these disadvan- 
tageous circumstances, with the power of the Executive and the Magis- 
tracy combined against ihem, have these men been able, in the most 
triumphant manner, to negative the fact of their alienage, and thus to 
destroy the very foundation on which any attempt to justify this act of 
oppression could legally be built. 

Among other charges insidiously brought against them, it was alleged 
that they had been in the habit of holding meetings and raising money, 
ostensibly for the support of a benevolent institution formed for cha- 
ritable purposes, but really for dangerous political objects. This charge, 
however, was wholly unsupported by evidence of any kind ; and the 
proceedings of the benevolent society alluded to, having been carefully 
examined, furnish a complete refutation of the unsupported charge. 

It was also alleged, that the free People of Colour, in their endea- 
vours to gain, by legal means, an extension of their civil and political 
privileges, had placed their confidence in Lecesne, who was accused of 
being one of their leaders ; and yet these very People of Colour have 
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been characterized, by the Asscmlily of Jamaica 
attQched to the peace, security, and happiness of th 
having entitled themselves by their conduct to the most unqualified 
Wmmendation. 

It was also said, that these parties kept «p a correspondence with 
individuals in Hayti, for certain treasonable purposes; but neither of 
this charge, nor of any other preferred against them, has any satisfac- 
tory proof, not even the slightest, been adduced. A single mtness, a. 
Slave, of the name of Corberand, did indeed venture to state, that 
Lecesne had sold arms to the insurgents of St. George's ; but the re- 
sult of further proceedings and inquiries tends to prove that Corberand 
was a suborned and perjured witness. And not only does it appear 
certain that his testimony against Lecesne was altogether false, but it 
has eren become a matter of grave doubt, whether the St. George's 
insurrection, as it is called, (on account of which, on the testimony of 
this same Corberand, eight or nine Slaves were condemned to die,) ever 
had any existence, escept in the fears of the Colonists and the perjuries 
of the witnesses. 

In abort, no evidence whatever has been produced to substantiate the 
slightest chaise of criminality against these oppressed and persecuted 
individuals, or to afford the slightest ground for the allegation of alien- 
age, on which the whole of these extraordinary proceedings have been 
attempted to be justified. If there was any such evidence in existence, 
it ought to have been included in the returns to Parliament; because the 
whole evidence was moved for, and the whole, in justice to the Duke of 
Manchester, no less than to the sufferers, ought to have been supplied. 

There are other transactions connected with this case which greatly 
aggravate its enormity ; and among these, the attempts to suborn false 
evidence against Lecesne are not the least revolting. To two of his 
Slaves large sums of money were offered, to induce them to give evi- 
dence against their master ; and they were threatened, in case of re- 
fusal, with severe punishment, — a threat indeed which was carried into 
execution. 

One of them was committed to prison, where he lay for seven months, 
confined during almost the whole of that lime in a condemned cell, 
which he was not suffered to quit even for the purpose of taking a walk 
in the adjoining area. The other was kept in confinement for more 
than ten months. Both were at length discha^ed by proclamation, no 
chaise whatever having been preferred against them to justify the length 
and the rigour of their confinement; their only crime, in fact, having 
been, that they equally resisted the bribes and threats of those who 
felt that it waB necessary to the justification of their own ne&rious 
conduct, to obtain some evidence which might go to iuculpale Lecesne 
and Escoffery. One of these Slaves is now in England, and his testi- 
mony, corroborated as it is by that of other witnesses, seems to stamp 
the whole of this dark transaction with a character of more than ordi- 
nary malignity. 

The order for the deportation of these men was executed with as 
much harshness as it was in itself unjust and inhuman. Their suffer- 
ings on reaching St- Domingo were most severe. They were compelled 
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by their state of destitution to sell their watches and other trinkets ; 
and were only enabled to subsist and to proceed to England by the 
generous assistance of a few British merchants residing at Jacmei and 
Port-au-Prince ; in particular, Mr. Frith, an English gentleman, re- 
siding at the former place, and Messrs. Poole and Henderson, at the 
latter. 



FORMATION OF LADIES' ANTI-SLAVERY ASSOCIATIONS. 



A Ladies' Anti-Slavery Association was formed at Col- 
chester, at a Meeting held for that purpose, on the 1st of July, 1825, 
when the following, amongst other Resolutions were passed: — 

" That every Member of this Association be earnestly recom- 
mended to adopt the use of Sugar, the produce of free labour, in 
lieu of that which is cultivated at the expense of the happiness, 
liberty, and lives of their helpless and much injured fellow-subjects. 

" That every Member of this Association do strive to promote the 
formation of Associations in the Eastern District of this County, in 
aid of the Anti-Slavery Society. 

" That the Members of this Association be requested to endeavour 
to awaken in the minds of their families, and all those over whom 
they have influence, a lively sense of the injustice, inhumanity, and 
impiety of Negro Slavery; and to excite them to feelings of com- 
passion for their Negro fellow-creatures, and to zealous efforts for 
their relief," 



At a Meeting of Ladies held at Calne, Wiltshire, on the 11th of 
August last, a Ladies' Association was also formed for Calne and 
Melksham, and their respective neighbourhoods, in aid of the cause 
of Negro Emancipation, which already presents a considerate list of 
subscribers. 



Shortly will be published, Extracts from one of the " Royal Jamaica 
Gazettes," for the present year. 

The "Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter" will be ready for 
delivery on the last day of every month. Copies will be forwarded, at 
the request of any Anti- Slavery Society, at the rate of four shillings 
per hundred. All persons wishmg to receive a regular supply are re- 
quested to make application to the Secretary at the Society's office. 
No. 18, Aldermanbury, and mention the conveyance by which they may 
be most conveniently sent. 
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BERBICE — Fiscal' s Rei?ims, printed by oi-der of the 
House of Commons, Z^rd June, 18^5. - 



THE Fiscal, Mr. Bennet, in transmitting these returns, observes, tliat 

until the year 1819, iie had kept no minutes of the complaints of slaves; 

but tliat from that time he had taken minutes of his examinations, but 

only in a few cases of his decisions. Since the present application was 

\ .made for copies of the complaints, lie has been more particular in re- 

[ ceiving them, and he has added the decisions- The account embraces 

, a period from February 1819 to November 1823. 

Under all these disadvantages, the materials before iis are, nevetv 
theless, very valuable. They admit us into the interior, the ven' pene- 
tralia of tlie slave system, which they exhibit in all its lieight and lengtb 
and breadth and depth of deformity. It is out of our power, however, 
to do more than select a few examples from the mass. 

The first complaint on the list, we are sorry to say, is against a lady, 
Mrs. Sanders. Nine Negro men, on the Ist of February, 1819, com- 
plain of a great want both of food and clotliing. One man produce* 
a bolt and shackles, with which the Negro women were often confined, 
the ancles and wrists crossways, by which t)iey are bent double ; and 
a&ys he was twice confined in that way himself. He and three others 
went on one occasion to complain of hunger. Mrs. Sanders ordered 
them to be tied down and Sogged witli two drivers. It was on a Sun- 
day : supposes he had sixty. They are made to reap cassava, and get 
firewood every Sunday, till the greatest part of the day is s|>et>t. Th« 
I women and children have no allowance ; and the men are obliged to 
[ share their allowance, which is also a very scanty one, with them. These 
charges are denied by the lad_y. Tiiey are in part admitted, but in part 
denied, by her overseer. The Fiscal's judgment is not given, (pp. 5—8.) 
On the 18th of August, 1820, the same lady agam appears before the 
Fucal. The following is a transcript of his minute of the complaint} 
preferred by her slaves r — 

" Negro Satn says, that his mistress is very bad ; that the work i|| 
daily increased, so that they are unable to perform tlieir task given 
them ; That the last holidays, when they got three days to dance at 
bome, their mistress obUged them to work so hard afterwards as to com* 
plete the work lost in th« dancing days : That his wife, named Adjubau 
was locked np lately in his mistress's house for six days, her allowauciB 
I being only one plaintain daily, (complainant pxhibiting some of tiieif 
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H^aiitaiiis ;) and Ibat the very pot in which she got water to drink, was 
toiier\-e her, by her mifltress's order, as a mceasaire : That hi:) young 
master is very good, but Ills mistress is of too cruel a nature : tliat their 
allowance js very little, and that they get no clothing at all scarcely: 
Finally, begs that he may be sold elsewhere, as he is not able to bear 
it any longer there. 

■Negro Louh says, Mr. Hynenian bought him when very young, and 
sold him to Mr. Sanders; that from both of these masters he never 
^_,iras ill-treated ; but since the death of Mr. Sanders, his mistress treats 
^V'them with cruel barbarity sometimes ; that every Negro is obliged to 
|P Ining home twelve bunches of shingles, although other Negroes bring 
but six weekly. That their mistress keeps them the whole Sunday 
employed with all sorts of trifling works : that they get only three cas- 
sava cakes a week, with a little bit of salt fish : Finally, that they get 
hardly any clothes ; — wishes therefore rather to be sold than remaia 

1%ith such a cruel mistress ; as certainly alt of the Negroes one day or 
tether, after so much snflTering, will run away in the bush. 
J' " Negro David says, that he is cow-minder to his mistress ; that 
ffetely one of the cows got sick, for which his mistress ordered the 
■driver to tie him up as fast as he could, which caused dislocation at the 
time, and under which he is still suffering, (complainant looking rather 
«ickly, and having the marks of his Hogging still visible on his poste- 
riors ;) that he there received 150 lashes from Andries by his mistress's 
-order, who afterwards locked him up in the stocks in such a way that 
both feet and hands were fastened; that hia mistress says, because he 
IB cow-minder she gives him no Sundays, neither any allowance what- 
ever. Requests to be sold." 

Mrs. Sanders appears before the Fiscal upon two other occasions, to 
answer to similar complaints. On the last, 8th September, 1823, the 
following is the Fiscal's minute of the case : — 

" Complaint of the Negro David, belonging to Mrs. Sanders : — That 
he is too much punished with the whip and tamarind rods ; that he is 
employed to work in the kitchen, garden, and also as cook ; that he is 
swollen ; the soles of his feet flogged with tamarind rods ; that his mis- 
tress says he is lazy, which is the cause of his being flogged ; he was 
flogged with the \thip lately ; he has a beating at his heart, the cause 
of his illness ; his posteriors shew that he has been lately punished, not 
to any excess, but the punishment much neglected; soles of his feet 
examined, shew no marks of punishment; the Negro appears to be in 
a dropsy, and as such is treated by the doctor who has charge of the 
barracks," 

The son of this lady undertakes to defend his mother. He says, 
"that the Negro is a very bad character;" — that 

" Little or no work is done by him, for on the least harsh word he 
nins away ; he is a constant rua-away. My mother .will not allow him 
to be flogged, because he bears the marks of former. punishment so 
vertf evidently; Re did receive a.slight punishment for running away ; 
fhLs punishment was inflicted by two small, boys with tamarind rods, 
and it was to endeavour to shame bim. My brother brought him to 
town tive daya ago to cook, and wby he has run away I do not knew; 



s was flogged 6y said boys under hin feet, with tamarind rot 
OH accoufii o/his back being cut up." 

"llUi March, 1919. 

" Plantation Oeldekland : — Nettelje, Julia, Lea, oaA Mielje, eachi 
with an infant in arms, complain tliat no time is allowed them to nurso* 
tiieir children ; that during the ci-op an equal quantity of coffee is ex-i' 
pected and required of them as from other women having no cltildreui- 
• Vf of Uie men; that a nimilar taak is given in weeding grass with' 
I the rest of the gang, which they are not able to perform, in consequetic0' 
I of carrying their children on their backs ; if they faO, tiiej' are beaten ia 
I (he manager's presence with the handle of the whip by the driver Egpe- 
L ranee. Nettelje and also Mietje were flogged the day before yesterday 
V 1^ the carpenter La Fleur; they, with others, were weeding the damj. 
I Uev had made a lire to drive away the sand-flies; they were seen by Mrt, 
I To3, the manager, suckling their infants ; he inquirf:d if they had n^ 
I Work to do: they replied, they had just taken their children np, wlio< 
[ were crying ; they were laid down and flogged ; their coats were stained- 
bvith blood. Mr. Toel took the fire up, and threw it in the trenchi> 
iTlilia was locked up in the stocks because she did not keep with thfi 

■ n^t of the gang, and threatened to be flogged next morning: she is 9, 

■ Spuog girl, with her ttrst child. I<ea complains that she is not allowedi 
•^ suckle her child during her work ; she was threatened to be floggei}^* 
I nest day by Mr. Toel, at same time with Julia." (p. 13.) 

I . "Jane belongingtoMr. Bourmester, says her master gave her to hi^. 

f housekeeper Grace, who ia constantly abusing and ill-treating her; shd 
'b, often in the habit of kickiiw Jier, and beating her with any thing that 

I i;otnes to hand, sometimes wiUi the fire-stick, sometimes with a piece of 
irood. Monday morning she was sent by Grace lo look for wand} 
when slie returned she took a piece of crab-wood she had brtiught, and 
beat lier with it, and kicked her. Her master was not at home: she 
ggt breakfast for lier mistress and a gentleman, Mr. Harvey, After 
breakfast sent nie for wood; I had just recovered from a fit of sick- 
ness, liaviug had a blister on my belly, which was not yet healed ; I 
felt faint, and wa.s under the necessity of sitting down to recover myself. 
When I came home with the wood it wiis about 11 o'clock ; as soon as 
I returned she began to heat and kick me, saying she hated to see me ; 
a buy belonging to Mr. De George, named Alexander, saw when sha 
beat me, and a girl named Sophia, belonging to Sue Austerhem " (p. 14.) 
" Complaint of tlie woman Miiikie, belonging to Thomas C. Jones : — 
Says, Mr. Jones took lier out of the barracks on Tuesday ; after [ got 
home he sent me to Mr. Henery; he would not buy me. He sent mfr^' 
to anotJier geutleman, I do not know his name, but he lives in town ; 
they both said my master asked too much money for me, and sent m? 
bacK. I begged for a pass to look for an owner ; he said no, he would 

put me down and cut wy r-, and would give me more than the law 

gives. 1 was then laid down, and tied to three slakes, and Chance 
flogged me with a cart-wliip ; 1 got a severe flogging ; I saw Mr. Lay- 
field at his door with anotlier gentleman, and Mr. Kerschner, the baken 
saw it from his window. Mr. Jones bought me fiom Mr. Logie, o( 
Demerara. I have marks of severe punishment visiUe on me, old lud ' 
recent floggings, all inflicted by Joucs. 
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" Hiliibits her posleriori. wliich are coveretl with a plabter, by order 
of the doctor, and apparently lacerated to that degree, that the court 
judged it expedient to direct her not to uncover it." (p. 14.) 

Mr. Jones said he had dngged her, and broke her aioutU for her in- 
solence. He liad thirty-nine laid on her, and tkeij were well infiicted. 
When he sent for her, lie had no intention of flogging her ; but after 
sending her to three persons for sale, and not succeeding, be told her, 
she had often deserved a flogging ; he then directed ber to be flogged, 
and that they should be ivell laid on, which was done. 

AugastSS, 1833; 

" Felix belonging to Plantation Scotland, states, 

" That he has had a Black woman upon the estate for his wife now two 
years ; and the reason of his coming to complain is, that the manager 
of the estate takes her from him, although he has a wife of his own. 
He is always taking the Negroes' wives, particularly his wife (Felix's ;) 
for she has had a child for bim ; and since the child has been born, 
the manager is always punishing him and his wife without a cause. 
Some time ago ten of the gang came to complain to their master (Dr. 
Broer,} to report to him that the manager had connection with their 
wives : their master promised to them that he would remove the ma- 
nager trom the estate, and place another one there. Upon this promise 
the Negroes returned to the estate ; but since that they nave never heard 
of another manager. Felix and his wife are daily punished, which has 
compelled him to come to your Honour for redress. He calls upon the 
whole gang of the estate to prove liis assertions to be correct. 

■ " On hearing this complaint, the Acting Fiscal proceeded to the estate, 
MBCompanied by Dr. Broer, the owner ; and on questioning the manager 
.md Negroes, in presence of each other, on the subject-matter of the 
complaint, it appeared that Felix had neglected his work, and was told 
he would be punished if he did not finish his task the next day, wbicli 
he did not do ; and therefore supposing the manager would punish him 
he went to the Fiscal to complain. This being proved, Felix tvas 
punished /or his misconduct, and the manager severely repri- 
manded for faking improper liberties with the wotnen on the 
estate, which it was evident he had done ; and Dr. Broer was there- 
fore strongly recommended to discharge him from his employ." (p. 75.) 
That Felix should be the person punished for misconduct, will ap- 
f "pear very extraordinary lo all who have not imbibed their notions of 
^justice in slave colonies : and it is the more surpri«ii^ that the fiscal 
jftiould pursue this course in the present instance, as some time before 
^ehad addressed a letter to Governor Beard, then president of the 
Kourtof justice(p. 15,)in which he charges these very persons, Broer and 
WHs manager, specifically ; first, witb greatly overworking the Negroes ; 
* secondly, with severe flogging repeated on successive evenings, and 
with illegal instruments of punishment ; thirdly, with making them- 
I work on Sunday ; and fourthly, with considerably underfeeding them- 
f *rhe case was so gross that, notwithstanding an attempt on the part of 
the owner and manager to deny the charges, the fiscal ordered them to 
diminish the tasks of the Negroes, and to increase their food ; forbad 
'it beige woriied on Sunday; threatened the owner with prosecution j 
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and told the Negroei, if their wrongs were nut redressed, they should 
complain again. 

June 26, ISIS. 

firutus, a watchman, belong:ing to plantation Providence, com- 
plained that " the manager wanted my daughter Peggy. I said, 'No :' 
He followed her. I said, 'No.' He asked her three timea, I sai^ 
'No.' Manager asked ine again Friday night. I refused. SatardaJ- 
tDoming he flogged me. This thing hurt me, and I came to complain." 
I "Peggy being sick, Aqueskala her sister attended :— Says, thm 
manager sent aunty Grace to call Peggy, and to say, if she would not 
«omelmuBt. Wesaid, daddy said must not go; I was too young. Oraca 
left us and went to daddy ; shortly afterwards she returned and tried to 
coax me to go, but I would not, as my daddy had forbid it. Gract 
went and told manager; manager sent to call Fanny; Fanny went. 
The manager was up in his room; and all of us, the Creoles, got orders 
to be watchmen at manager's door. I was watchman, Peggy, Frankeyi 
and many more." (p. 30.) ' 

The manager of this estate on another occasion (p. 80.) laid a Negr»* 
on the ground wdth two drivers over him, who gave him 100 lashes^ 
His innocence being afterwards proved, he went to the manager for 
redress. The manager told him, " if you do not hold your tongue, I 
will put you in the stocks." He then went to his owner, Mr, Henery, 
who answered, "I cannot help it, it is not my fault, the punishmen^t 
you had was the manager's fault." As he could get no redress froof 
master or manager, he came to the fiscal. The manager endeof 
Toured to justify himself, admitting that he had given him thirty-nin« 
lashes, (the number allowed by law for any or for no oflfence,) and con^' 
fined him in the stocks every night for a week. The fiscal reprimandec 
the manager for punishing a Negro on such slight grounds. , 

A number of Negroes belonging to Mr. Ehves complain (p. 17,} of 
the harsh treatment they received from him, and the slave Fanny, hi^ 
concubine. They are half starved, forced to work till four o'clock oq 
Sundays, and also on holidays. The children get no allowance of foo4 
or clothing, (even girls of eleven and twelve going naked,) and an 
marked with the bush rope with which Fanny flogs thern. One boj 
eight or ten years of age, complains that she beats him, pulls him^ 
the nose in a cruel manner, and pinches his ears most inhumanly. E§ 
gets no regular allowance, but lives on what he can get. His maston 
makes him mind the horse, clean his shoes, burn the coffee, &c. &c.{ 
never gives him any clothes, and when sick, after taking salts, makei 
him stul perform his task. " This complainant proves by many oU 
marks on his back and posteriors, that his statement is not at all incor 
rect, and that he has often been severely dealt with." (p. 17.) 

A Sambo girl, Betsey, belonging to flir. I. F. Obermuller, says, shi 
was washing a frock given her by her mother, when her mistress too] 
it from her. She told her mistress it was hard to take her frock froB 
her, as she never gave her any clothes herself. Her mistress cook 
plained to her master that she was insolent. Her master flew into a paa 
sion, and kicked her on the belly, so that she could scarcely draw he 
breath. The next day her mistress tore her jacket off. She agaii 
alluded to the hardxhip it was to have her riollies taken from hrr, bill 
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none given lier. JlislresB again C(iiuplain<,*l of iiisolenc«, aiu) master 
flogged her with a rope, and made her brother Jacob flog !ier. For 
the least trifle, she and her sister are locked up in the stocks, some- 
times for three weeks, and fed only with two plantains a day. Her 
sistei' was locked up for a fortni[!;ht by her mislress, saying, slie bad 
made the bed improperly, thereby causing the child to fall. Her aister 
denied it. (p. 18.) 

Four Negroes belonging to Cotton-tree Plantation, the property of 
the Hon. W, Katz, complain of not being allowed time for breakfast ; 
that they have to go to the field before cock-crow, and work in it till 
gun fire, and then have to cut grass. They are conhned in the stocks, 
and not allowed to go out, even for the calls of nature. They com- 
plained to Mr. Katz, and lie flogged them. The charges are denied by 
the manager and overseer ; the persons, in fact, who are accused ; and 
on their denial, the Fiscal finds the complaint unfoimded, and orders 
three of the complaintants to be punished with seventy-five lashes, and 
one with fifty, in his own presence, in the market place, (p. 19.) 

There are complaints also against Mr. Katz, from his estate of Phi- 
ladelphia. Amsterdam (p. 46.) says, the overseer " Davies is extremely 
hard against him, beating him on evei-y trifling occasion. 

« Gave him last Monday twenty-five rods of a dam, and as he was 
no tableto complete this, Davies flogged him very much; after flogging 
he told him that he would go to complain, which brought Davies to 
such a passion that he sent all the Negroes after him to catch him, but 
he escaped, and came to town to complain. Says they get enough to 
eat, but no time, on account of Davies's heavy tasks, to prepare the 
same. Complainant, on showing his posteriors, proves to have had of 
iate a severe flogging." (p. 46.) 

Murphy came to the Fiscal to complain, instead of going to Mr, 
Katz ; because three Negroes had gone to complain to IVfr. Katz, and 
without sending for the manager, they were flogged and sent back, and 
the next day one of them was flogged again by the njanager. (p. 58.) 

May, ar 1819. 
Seven Negroes belonging to plantation Rose Hall, state as follows : 

" That they all were engaged by the manager to gin cotton for him- 
self on their Sundays, for which he promised each three guilders a day ; 
when after working three Sundays, and receiving no payment, they 
declined to continue with this work. On demanding the payment, the 
manager called the driver to give them ad— — d good payment. 

" That they are obliged to bring every evening, after their work, an 
uncommonly large sized bundle of grass (the measure whereof" the de- 
ponent deposits herewith,) and that when the measure is not full, they 
are obliged to search for more grass in the dark. 

" That in telling his master the hardness of the service, he flew into 
such a passion that he broke one of his (complainant's) teeth. That in 
coming into the Negro houses at night after their work, and inquiring 
after their things, the manager, when hearing this, takes them up di- 
rectly and lodges them in the stocks ; adding further, that in case they 
are not satisfied with him, they may go and complain where they 
please." (p. 20.) 



I 
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Mf. Grade, I lie tuaiiagev ol' I'Esperance, is cliarged by 
slaves with various deiiaquencies. A pregnant wuman, Darned Roaf, 
was employed picking coffee with some other women. Thinking they 
did not pick enough, or well, Mr, Grade ordered the driver Zondag to 
flog them. The driver did so. Rosa had previously objected to work^ 
ing, as lieing-loo big, and being unable to stoop ; but the manager over- 
ruled the objection, and shewent to pick coffee on her knees. When 
Zondag came to her, lie satid'to the manager. This 'woman ia big with 
child. The manager replied, " Give it to her till the blood flies out." 
She was' flogged with "the whip doubled. Tliis was on a Friday. She 
was sent to the field on Saturday, but, being seized with pains in her 
loins, was «eiit to the hospital. The doctor examined her, and ordered ^ 
her to the field again. Ob Sunday she was delivered of a dead chik" 
after a severe labour. The child's arm was broken, and one eye ffd 
bruised and sunk in the head. This woman had had seven childre" 
before by dne husband. The driver, Zondag, and several others, coifl 
firmed the above statement. The driver being particularly asked, i 
l.her on Ihs representing that Rosa was pregnant, the manager had asi 
the expression, " Never mind, flog her till the blood comes," replied 
«Yes." (pp.25— 27.) 

A Negro woman, named Laura, belonging to plantation Reliano^ 
with a very young child at the breast, complains that she is not al 
lowed to take her child to the field to give it the breast now and theS, 
but is obliged to leave it with an old woman at home. When she 
steals from her work to the child, and is discovered, the manager flogx 
her. She brought this child into the world with great pain ; it is of a 
weakly constitution, and requires a mother's care, which she is not 
allowed to bestow. The manager does not deny any of the above facts, 
only says, that Me women with youmj children are not required 
to come out tiU half-past six in the jnorning, and they quit the 
field at half-past ten, return to the field at half-past one, and 
leave it at half-past five. 

The complaints are more frequent from Sandvoot, formerly one of 
the crown estates, than from any other plantation. " Carolus Bays, he 
is sick and swelling, and that he cannot work, though willing. When 
he complains of sickness, the manager licks him, instead of helping 
him. Yesterday he was twice licked." (p. 33.) — "Amsterdam says, 
he is afflicted with pains in his bones ; he does his best, but cannot 
work as others who are healthy. Mr. Cameron licks him with a 
horse-whip, curses him, and when he goes to the hospital drives him 
away." {p. 34.) — Mietje{anil her child Mars.) "She says she is 
willing to work when healthy. She went yesterday sick to the hos- 
pital. Instead of getting physic, she received a flogging. She is still 
sick, and has come to complain." (p. 36.) — Ziam&«r^ had a bad disease, 
and the manager .would give him nothing. He ran away. His masteiL 
Mr. Cameron, states him to he a bnd subject. He is admitted tN 
labour under disease, but is directed by tlie fiscal to be punisheA^ 
(p. 55. See also pp. 57, 59, 65, 76, 76, 77.) 

The complaints are also frequent liuni plantation Beerensteeu, where 
some of t)io Crown Negroes are placed, ugaiust the driver Zealand, hut 
I chiefly against the mamiL|;er, Mr. Deussen. (pp. 34, 25, 34, 36, 40, 43.) 
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Samuel couiplams against Lis master Sj)iin{;enburg, that flic N«- 
KToes daiiceil ilurliig the Cliristmas holidays from Sunday evening till 
Tuesday niglit. He proceeds thus : — 

" On Wednesday they went to work, but as some of the people were 
still inebriated, so the large task given them was not iinished ; the next 
day their task was renewed, with the addition of the remainder of the 
preceding day ; that he, acting as driver, told his master it was impossi- 
ble to finish the same; he (Samuel) himself being accustomed tothe field 
work, could not accomplish it, much less the women ; but his master, 
who knows very little of Negro work and treatment, insisted on the 
performance of the task given ; consequeittly the task was not finisheil, 
and principally the women were short in this ; the next day they (him- 
self as a driver included) were all flogged ; the number of people work- 
ing in the field consists of four men and three women, and they are so 
overwrought by their cruel master that they are scarcely able to keep 
it out, which is the cause of their coming to complain, ois master say- 
ing that he has no fear of fiscal or any one else, but that he will t)og 
them when he finds it proper. The Negroes at present in town with 
their master, if called, would attest this. They get nothing but a 
gmall piece of pork, a little fish, two pipes, and some tobaoco : nothing 
else ; no clothes or any thing more; they get also a week only a small 
bunch of plantains, and are generally very indiflerently treated by their 
master. Wishes as his master is a person who is always flogging 
them, and wlio knows nothing of the work, that he, with his wife and 
brother, might be sold, being assured that they would be able to please 
a reasonable master, who understands the working and treatment of 
■lavea." (p. 37.) 

Qnamino complains of his master, P. Brittlebank's general ill 
treatment. 

^ Says, that some time ago many of them came to the ferry with the 
intention of going to town to complain, but were prevented by the fer- 
rymen from crossing the Canje Creek; that the fiscal then came to the 
ferry and ordered three of them to be flogged, amongst which the com- 
plainant was one ; that after flogging, the fiscal desired his master to 
dress his wounds well; but that, on the contrary, his master did no- 
tbiDg to them when he came home, but rubbed his back with brine 
and salt ; that in consequence he has suffered very much by this neg- 
lect." (p. 37.) 

Scipio complains against the same master, Brittlebank, of being 
overwrought and severely treated. 

" Came some time ago to complain, but was taken np at Jefiery's 
estate and confined there in the stocks for fourteen days : when he went 
home he got very severely flogged ; he was taken to the water side and 
there flogged for fear of the whip being heard; his private parts, which 
he CKhibits, are so severely wounded by the whip he can scarcely sit or 
stand. The Negro appears much emaciated." {p. 57.) 

Martin complains against Mr. Davies, manager of Sandvoort — 

" That on Saturday he was almost unable, through nain in his neck, 
to finish his work, but nevertheless completed it; t' ''"mday hs 
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went ill tlie moruing early to complaiu to Mr. Daviea to give bini |)Tiy<* ; 
sic; that Mr. D. instead of assisting him, ordered Billy of Sandvoort 
tbe driver, with four other Negroes, to lay him down ; that although he 
told Mr. D. he was never unwilling to work when well, he was, not- 
withstanding. Hogged," (p. 39.) 

Philip and Leandtr complain of Mr. Luyken, the manager ofBon 
tingttjgheid, killing all their hogs. Leander had ten kilted at one tim^g 
For complaining they were put in the stock.s. (p. 45.) 

Jenny complains of her mistress, Elizabeth Atkinson, that she bents 
hnr anmercifttlly, kicked and trampled on herbelly, lockedheriti 
thestocks,andbtatherontheback. In half an hour she miscar- 
ried. Her child Philip is extremely ill treated, and is never allowed to come 
near her. The child is exhibited : marks of severe flogging over 
the whole body. Says she receives a good allowance. " (pp. 45, 46.] 

Three Negroes come to complain of Mr. Calmer, of plantation Niew 
Stoop. One of them says, 

" That it is now the third time he has come to complain : that twice 
he has been flogged by the fiscal at the market ; that he told the fiscal 
the last time he went, that in case liis master troubled him again he 
would then come to complain also ; that Mr. Calmer, the last time he 
brought him home, flogged and kept him in the stocks during three 
weeks ; after which, on applying to his master for relief, instead of 
gaining it, was severely flogged the next morning, and locked up in the 
stacks again; after having been there a long time, he was severely 
attacked by the scurvy, and although he begged hard to be allowed to 
go out and wash himself, was refused : he grew so ill, that his master 
was afraid of losing him, and therefore released him ; he recovered, 
although very visible marks remain on Ids back: whilst in the stocks, 
his m,ster gave him nothing to eat ; whatever he got was by favour of 
the Ntgroes ; he was not allowed to go out and ease himself, but lived 
in such a manner that it was impossible for any perscm to come near 
him ; his master bought a chain and block at plantation Zudwyk merely 
for him." {pp. 46, 47.) 

General Murray, the late governor of Demerara, well known by the 
share be had in the prosecution of Smith, the Missionary, has two es- 
tates in Berbice, Resolution and Busses Lust. On the 23d October, 
1821, the manager of the former estate, Hopkinsj was reproved by the 
fiscal for having given three successive floggings to a Negro named 
JfarijWho states, — 

" He has been flogged severely by the manager, on account of coiBi, 
plaining he was sick, three difierent times ; once 13, another time 3ttM 
and again 25 lashes have been inflicted ; shows marks of severe flogg 
ging, and much neglected." (p. 49.) 

On the 29th of November there is another complaint from the same 
estate. Michael says he is a Negro, and knows well he must work ; but 
that they work from morning till late in the evening picking coflfee, 
" and when he comes home, between six and seven in the evening, 
instead of going home to get some victuals, he is ordered to work tUI 
tn'elve at night, bringing mud from one place to another. AJ&o no. 
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Sundays tbey are ordered to work, anil il'lliey'sliouM refuse lliey would 
be flogged. Philip niakea a similar couiplaint. — Thomax 

" Says he is an old man, and the work that the mana^^er gives him. 
to do is impossible for him f o complete, i'rora the weakness oi' his body 
and state; for which he ia always punished, and kept continually in the 
stocks." (p. BO.) 

The re.sult of the complaints made to the fiscal is seldom given. In 
this instance it is given in very laconic terms, and will doubtless sur- 
prise our readers : " TSvo directed to receive SEVENTY- FIVE lashes." 
Again, on the 17th November, 1823, at the very time when Smith's, 
trial was proceeding, we have a complaint from ten women belonging 
to the same plantation. 

" The governor, our master, when he purchased ua, gave us a. task, 
one hundred trees to be weeded and cleansed ; with this we were satis- 
fied: the manager, however, says this is no work, we shall not have 
task-work; he gives each Negro, a row of tliree trees ; if we do not 
finish the work given us, we are made to do it on Sunday: Ziemene, 
Maria, and others wrought in tlie field on Sunday; the manager had 
the driver locked up in the stocks." (p. 66.) 

" We are content and happy when our master comes, who talks and 
laughs with us ; but as soon as he goes off the estate we are unhappy," 
" We Lave no time to eat, none to cook ; we have no eleven o'clock ; 
we are not wrought by task. Our master gave us spoons ; the mana- 
ger is dissatisfied with this ; he says, the governor is too good, he minds 
us as if we were children ; he says be cannot flog us, because that can 
be seen, but he will punish us with work. If any of the women be 
pregnant, no attention is paid to tliem ; tbey are wrought as hard as 
the others ; for that reason there are no children ; manager says he 
does not come to mind children. The rows given us havq each 
sixty frees ; the bell is rung, but we cannot leave the field, because if 
Ihe work given us be not finished, we are punished; the punishment is, 
we are to finish our work on Sunday. We all have wrought on Sun- 
day; not one Suuday, but every one that any field work is left 
undone." (p. 66.) 

On the 4th of September, 182.'J. a number of women, belonging to 
plantation Prospect, came to complain of bad treatment. The niana^ 
ger, Paterson, overworks them and gives them no lime to eat. " We 
are now planting and supplying canes. The ground is so dry we are 
obliged to throw water on the beds before we can chop the earth." 
The work they had done the day before was reported to the manager at. 
noon by the cfriver. The manager was unable to go himself from in- 
disposition ; but he ordered the driver, when they returned to the held 
at one o'clock, to go out and flog each of the strong women. The 
women expostulated with him, shewing him the extreme hardness of 
the ground, which they had to moisten before they could dig it ; ob- 
serving, that if the cane plant were not well put in, the manager would 
again order them to be punished for that. The overseer, coming up 
at the time, repeated the manager's order, and six of them were laid 
down, and punished with twelve lashes each. They proceed : " We 
are too much punished ; we have no time to get our victuals ; We have 
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I every tiigbt got work, wlietLer the mOl is going or not. Sunday iiiglit 
even is not excepted, when we must bring firewood from the canal 
^outJi. Tuesday night we had to carry com from the great house t» 
jtlie horse stable-loft. We were employed at tliis work till near nioming'4 
iWe carry home wood on Sunday night as well as any other, and tfi*. 
jboatmen are employed in bringing wood on Sunday as on any othffl^ 
day. If any of us go out on Sunday we must be back in time to briuj. 
Some grass and firewood for the kitchen. After that we must still g» 
to the canal for firewood for the engine. > 

"Mr. Ross sends two bunches of plaintains for each Negro ever^ 
week; one week the men get two bunches, and the women one; neri^ 
I ipeek we get two, and the men one ; the rest are kept for sheep and 
L iiogs. Mr. Ross sends tobacco ; we get none of that ; we get no wioi 
[ lasses, although it is given to the horses, sheep, and hogs. If yod 
■are sick, or have a sore, and put in the sick-house, only one bunch rf 
plantains is allowed, and the ^lowance of fish is stopped. Mr. Ros^ 
sends every thing to the estate very well, but we do not get it. TIU 
overseer's treatment is worse than the managel-'s ; since Caajee is coiiK 
home, she is confined both legs in the stocks every night. Only fouf 
of us are allowed- to take the magass from the engine; in M'Cerraot^J 
time there were five of us to do this work. Our rum has been stoppeft 
for the week. Last night we received orders from the driver that w^ 
were not to come home to-day unless we finished our work ; we must 
boil plantains then for to-day ; the ground is so hard we knew we could 
Hot do it, and tlierefore we came to complain." (p. 60.) 

It appeared on farther inquiry, that they were well .'Supplied witii 
either plantains, or rice, or corn; but no other part of the charg» ' 
meets with a denial. The conclusion of the whole is thus given, and 
will illustrate the nature of the protection which Negroes receive undel 
harsh usage. Mr. Ross, the attorney, who was present, 

" Expressed to t he manager his entire dissatisfaction of the womi 

having been flogged prematurely, and at the Negroes being employ* 

on Sunday night; and promised the Negioes they should have redresj 

in as far as their complaints were grounded, but expressed his dist^h 

probation of their not having sought redress from Jiim as the attomej; 

of the estate, instead of seeking it from flie fiscal ; and this conduct 

, baving been also pointed out by the fiscal, as a want of proper respect 

to their master, who from their own account plentifully supplied theii^ 

' wants, they seemed to regret the measure they had adopted." {p. 69.) ' 

Whether this be the same Mr. Ross who is proprietor of Calcaiii| 

Elantation, we know not ; but the Negroes of that plantation also maka 
itter complaints against their manager. 
" When the sun is down, if our row is not finished we get flogged^ 
I received thirty lashes, so did Joe. We are taken to the stocks att 
\ night, and flogged nest morning. We told the manager the work was 
too much, that we had no time to get our victuals, and begged him to. 
lessen the task ; this was the reaison we were flogged. There are plent;y' 
of plantains on the estate ; the manager, however, only gives us nn^l 
buuch, and that is on the Sunday morning. We are very well sup- 
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' put them in a calabash to t^e to the field next morning ; we are 
obliged to eat them by stealth, we are driven so hard ; and before we 
can eat them they turn sour. When we come from the field, after this 
heavy day's worK, we must work in the yard: the punt brings wood to 
the canal, and we must carry it up to the engine ; other times we must 
haul up bullet-tree to the aawpit. When we are grinding we know 
very well we must sit up late ; and of this we do not complain, know- 
ing it must he done. We have complained to our raaater, and he says 
that the manager, he supposes, troubles us because we don't mind our 
work ; we had no redress from him." (p. ()7.) 

Tliese heavy complaints are referred by the fiscal, on account of the 
distance of the plantation, to Capl. Grant, a burgher officer. His letter 
of instructions on the occasion will throw no small light on the prin- 
ciples on which justice is administered to complaining slaves. After' 
stating the heads of complaint, he observes — 

" It must be needless for me to request the most impartial investi- 
gation ; and although I am perfectly satisfied that Mr. Rosa would 
not permit his slaves to be oppresed by the manager, yet some of 
the charges of complaints may require redress ; and in such case I 
certainly shall recommend Mr. Ross to afford instant relief. I am also 
well aware and fully confident that suck recommendation would 
be needless if the complainants had not lost sight of a duty incumbent 
on them, to have sought redress in the first instance from Mr. Ross, 
their proprietor, which they had ample opportunities of doing by his fre- 
quent visits tu the estate.' 

" If, however, you find that the complaints are groundless, I request 
you will, by every means, endeavour to convince them of the same, to 
point out, how very unsatisfactory, unpleasant and expensive such com- 
plaints must be to a proprietor of respectability and a good owner of 
slaves; and that although the complaints of slaves shall always com- 
mand my ready and serious attention, and that whenever they are 
aggrieved I wiU exert myself to afford them relief, yet that the duty is 
no less imperious on me to punish such slaves, whose only motives in 
qnitting their estates to prefer complaints proceed from idle and wanton 
dispositions, whose statements prove to be groundless and vexatious. 

" I would recommend you to direct the said Negroes to beexem- 
plarily punished in presence of the gang ; and one of them having 
asserted that was the one that induced them to come to 

town to complain, he ought to receive fifty lashes, and the others 
thirty-nine each, well applied, and cautioned to refrain from 
farther wanton behaviour, on pain of more severe punishment. 

" I also recommend you to request Mr. Austin-^ the manager of 49, 
to accompany you, and afford you his aid and opmion in ascertaining 
the work done on the estate, and complained of." (p. 68.) 



* The NegrnCB distinrtly say they had coinplained to Mr. Boib, aad v 

t Of Ihis Mr. Austin, who is lliiis made Captain Grant's assessor, and 
liacal repoies so muck cniilidence, we hate several notices ii 
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E The plantation Profit, in Dr. Pincard's time, wan a model of liuma- 
bijty towards the slaves. Times are now changed. The former pos- 
[jies sor no longer lives, and the slaves are in the hands of sequestrators. 
Btbe following is a specimen of their grievances : 

r " Hutchinson, the manager, is tftp cross : that he will not give taak- 
l&ork, but works them by the day to that degree that they have no time 
mt get their breakfast ; he comes after 11 o'clock in the field, and says 
Hre do not work enough ; the driver must give us twenty-five lashea 
Brery day. If we are flogged, we go to the burgher ofiicer to complain ; 
Ke gives us a letter to the manager; but lie says, I want no letter, and 
nbe complainant is laid down and flogged : two of the Negroes have 
Kbtters they received from the burgh officer, which were given them by 
line manager after being flogged. We have no attorney, or at least we 
near of none, and we have not seen one for five months i there is no. 
ftfish nor salt on the estate ; we have, not had clothes, this makes the 
Kfiiird year, nor have we pipes or tobacco; we make plenty of rum, but 
V jiever get a glass of it ; if we feel our .skin hurt us, and complain of 
F iickness, we are flogged; he then mixes salts, jalap, and calomel toger 
ther, which is given to drink. Rose went to say she was sick; sbe 
was flogged with the wliip, and is yet cut. The manager says we are 
making bargain ; we do not know what he means ; he makes us think 



— Bob says, "That almost tbree weeks ago, the manager AuBtin met Lim in tlw 
morning wfalht going to tbe Qeld, and without giving bim tlie least proTocatioa 
called tfaG driver King to lick iiim, wliicli had been of smh a nature, that he 
bad been obliged to lay dawn some days, and on recovery tboDght proper to re- 
port this proceeding to his Honour the fiscal. Complain ant'a back has yet the ---=■-'- 
marks of this ' . - . ... 



3Vim says, That he knows very well that a Negro is to work, he does U| 
dnb^, but cannot please the manager, Mr. Austin ; (hnt tbe driver is contlnualw 
finding fault with and licking him too much ; tliat when complHining abont tt& 
to the manager be gels for answer, ' It is your master's work;' says, tbat when NegroM 
are lick andgo to tbe manager, instead of giving them phytic, be drives them a 
with a horse-whip." (p, 41.) 

AoK says, "She lost her husband and child lately; that the manager treats heir 
very ill; that the child whereof she was delivered died on the third day; that' 
the manager made ber go lo work too soon after her delivery; that he locked 
her np at night in the stocks, and made her work in the day; tbatshe 
Kewley, her master, repeatedly of the several ill treatments which she 
from Mr. Austin ; but as Mr. Kewly gives her no assistance, she is obliged lo ( 
complain." (p. 41.) 

Again, Aag. 10, 1833, "Complaint of tlic Negro Bitny, belonging lo J. ^ 
Chapman, of Demerara, hired to Mr. Kcwiy, proprietor of A9, Coran^ 
Coast: — States, that be is perfectly able to do Ms work, but not when be I> 
sick ; tbat he went to the manager to eay he was sick ; he made the WBtcbeH~ 
take me to the field, where I was flogged by tbe driver. I had the fever t¥ 
days; I went to caiiiplaiu; I was put in the dog-house, where I neither ate ul. . 
drank; there is no sick-bonse on 19; I could not eat nor drink from sicknen. 
If a Negro says he is sick, two Negroes drive him to (he field at five o'clock ,- 
at night we are locked np : all the Negroes treated so. Some of the Negroes, 
from tbe had treatment of the mannger, have run away. One of Mr. Chapman's 
Negroes was flogged so often, and had so bad a foot, that be was obliged to run 
away In Uie bush ; if he is dead or alive we do not know ; he was one of the firemen ; 
and walked on bis hands and feet; he told the manager he could not standi 
to do work ; he was laid down and flogged. Manager's name Austin."- ' 
Uarrr is ordered twelve lashes by Uie fiscal, on the statement of the propriebL 
Mr. Kenley; which however, only goes lo rebut a part, and an inferior part.oflb 
eliarge*. 
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what we (Jon't want. Sandy shows some stripes upon his poste- 
riors; lie received them in the field from the driver by order of tlie 
overseer; he says it is for work, as we make a bargain not to work. 
Having made our complaint to llie burgher officer, who never came to 
the estate, but gave us letters which were not attended to, and not 
knowing that we have any attorney or proprietor, we came to the Fiscal 
lo complain. We do not wish to run away in the bush, but we look 
for help. The manager came in the field the other day after dinner ; 
as soon as he came into the field, he laid the driver down and flogged 
him ; next Sandy, and then me : I asked what I had done ; but 
four Negroes were made to hold me, and I was flogged. I went to Mr. 
Munro to complain ; he told me the manager could not have flogged 
me for nothing ; I suppose you gave him sauce. He went next morn- 
ing to the manager, wlio said I had been saucy. I was locked up in 
the stocks day and night ; I think I was confined two weeks ; manager 
said I should stop there till Christmas, because I went to complain to 
Munro ; I asked leave to go out to ease myself, and made my escape ; 
stocks are now full of people. Hannah has a severe cold, and com- 
plains of pain hi the stomach ; she says she is locked up in the stocks : 
the manager says if she dies, he does not loSe his money ; the Negroes 
went to complain to the fiscal, and he came on the estate, and what did 
he do ? Rose said she had a pain in her side, and begged for a blister ; 
the manager said lie would give her a blister on her backside; she was 
laid down and flogged, the marks still visible." (p. 64.) 

The Negroes of Plantation Foulis complain of Dr. Munro, llieir 
owner, that they are made to work in the boiling house from eleven or 
twelve o'clock at night, till eight or nine the nest evening. They com- 
plain also of want of food. The fiscal proceeded to the estate, where • 
he says he ascertained that the complaints were in a great measure 
groundless, but that somt irregularities were chargeable on the over- 
seers, who were admonished, and threatened with dismissal if they were 
not more attentive in future. 

" Two of (he complainants, who, it was proved, were guilty of inso- 
lence and disobedience of orders, were punished in presence of the 
whole gang, who were informed that any real grievance thej had to 
complain of would be always attended to, but that they would be 
severely punished whenever their conduct was proved to be refractory 
and disorderly. A copy of the ordinance respecting the clothing and 
feeding of Negroes was then handed to Mr. Munro, who was informed 
that penalties would be rigidly enforced if the enactments were not 
strictly complied with." (pp. 6, 7.) 

Sixteen Negroes, of plantation Herstelling, all unite in complaining 
that the manager 

" Turns the gang out in the morning a long time before the gun fires 
at the fort, and at day-light all the gang are at their work. At break- 
fast time, when the bell rings, before the Negroes are able to put their 
victuals on thefi re, the bell rings again to turn out ; so that most of 
the Negroes go in the field again without breakfast. He states, ,, that 
the manager gives them more work than they are able to do ; and if tlie 
■vork is not done in time, the whole gang are dogged. That their al- 
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lowajice only coiisiata of one biincli of plantains, and a little lisb evei^ 
week, and no more. He states, that wuen all tlie gang are at work, 
intl two or three of tbem have not finished their task, for the sake of 
hese two or tliree people the whole gang are flogged; this ha|>)>ens 
almost every day in the week," 

The head drivei-, being examined, states, 

" That on Tbtirsday last he bad a gang of sixteen men with him, 
weeding young canes in a field about 500 rods from the buildings. 
That the whole gang were at their work, and had got three beds 
weeded before the sun rose. Ad overseer, Michael Harrold, came to 
the Iteld at seven o'clock, reckoned the gang, and directed the driver 
to see the work was properly done. About an hour after the manager 
tame to the field, and ordered the driver to flog the whole gang, with 
the exception of one man, Alexander, as the work was not going on 
properly. 

"On inquiring into the truth of tliis statement, in the presence of the 
"attorneys of the estate, it appeared, that although the manager's conduct 
was, lu some measure reprehensible, yet ttie complainants had greatly 
exaggerated tlieir grievances. They were therefore ordered to return 
home, on the attorneys promising to go to the estate the nest day to see 
that every real cause of complaint was remedied ; and to warn the 
manager, that if the Negroes had reason to complain again, he would be 
immediately discharged." {p. 72.) 

On the 3d of March, 1823, nine Negroes, all women, belonging to 
plantation Port Moraunt, i^peared to complain of the manager, that 
they are " ctmstantly hi the field from morning before gim-fire until 
late in the evening ; that the work the manager gives is too much ; 
they are unable to complete it, although they work during breakfast 
time. 

" Sometimes they are obliged to work on Sunday to finish the task 
given during tlie week ; and often have no time to eat, from morning 
till night ; if the row is not finished they are put in the stocks, antl 
kept in until morning, when they are released and sent to work ; some- 
times the whole of the women are flogged for the sake of two or three 
not finishing their task. Last Friday the driver was flogged on account 
of his having allowed the women to come to the house to get break- 
fast, and they were sent all back to tlieir work ; the manager saying 
to them, that they had time to eat at night, and not in the day. On 
Saturday last the manager went to the field, and found that they had 
not tiniabed their row, and immediately ordered four women to be 
flogged." (pp. 78, 79.) - 

" On investigation of this complaint," observes the fiscal, who, be-ij^ 
remembered, is himself aplanter, "it appeared, 

" That although the tasks given to the Negroes of the estate were 
not actaally more than they could do in a day, yet that the manager 
was very severe upon them, and too frequently inflicted punishment 
without sufficient cause: he was therefore informed that his con- 
duct would be vigilantly looked after in future; and if he continued 
the same system, the attorney of the estate wuuhl be recommended to 
discharge him from the management." (p. 79.) 
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Such was tlie result of these acknowledged atrocities. 

Tlie r<i]lowiiig complaint, from the same estate, was Iieard on tlio 
27th Marcli, 1823, and the result will further illustrate the course of 
judicial procuedings in the slave colonies. 

" Ness states, That he is the driver over the women, and the ma- 
nager asked him last SuJiday why he did not go to worJi, and he an- 
swered that he had not been ordered to do so, or lie would have gone 
to work, as he did not wish to do any thing wiUiout the manager's 
order- The manager then otTered to flog him ; but he made his escape, 
and came to your Homtur for redress. 

" TAe complainant in this instance was punisked by the acting 
fiscal for katiing left the estate and come to town to complain 
without any cause, and when he knew he had been guilty of disobedience 
of orders and neglect of duty ; and the manager was warned of the im- 
propriety and illegality of working the Negroes on Sunday." (p-79} 

The manager is not punished for so flagrant a breach of the law, but 
warned of its impropriety ! The poor Negro is punished ! 

But we have done, not because our materials are exhausted, but be- 
cause we have already swelled this Number of our work to an incon- 
venient size.' Last year Mr. Baring facetiously observed, that " what 
might be called our stock stories" were worn threadbare. He was tired 
to hear of nothing but Huggins and Carty, and Kitty and Thisbe : they 
were re))eated in every speech and pamphlet, till they were fairly worn 
out, proving also the absence of any new facts of the same kind. The 
fresh importation, of which we have given a specimen, will prevent, in 
the next session of Parliament, the offence to good taste of which Mr. 
Baring so sensitively complains. His commerce connects him with 
Berbice, the scene of these atrocities ; and yet Mr. Baring, with all his 
assumed knowledge of the subject, was as ignorant of these transactions 
as the child unborn; and would have been perfectly incredulous of 
them, had they to oome, not from the fiscal of Berbice, himself a planter, 
but from some of those persons whom he unfairly and ungenerously re- 
presents as fabricating such stories in order to curry favour with their 
employers. He complains too of the assiduity with which petitions are 
got up on this subject. And does he suppose that such transactions as 
these, when they come to be known, will not rouse the pubbc to petition ? 
The people of Great Britain cannot remain unaffected by such enormi- 
ties perpetrated on their helpless fellow-subjects ; nor can they continue 
to tolerate those fiscal regulations by which they are made to pay, in 
bounties and protecting duties, for tlie cost of this bloody and mur- 
derous system. 

• We linve ^vea only > lithe ol" the Mrocities brought before the fi9c«l of the snail 
coloay of Berbice, codlwiiiug about 10,000 slaves I "hat a maKi of harron should we 
h««e had befoni us, could we have had a similar return from all onr coloniex, eannuning 
altORether upwaixls of 4D timea that iiuiuber 1 Onlj three, however, of these coloaies 
have tiacals, or any aualoguua officers, to teconl in "oy manner, howevet itupcrfeci, 
luch Iranuctionx 

'ms'tndaUoiktr puNuMi—t rf Ikt Sufirtj, mafbtimitt Iktir rfee, IB, AUirmam- 
tiff, ■ «■ a( ttrnf). il^ilcl>»r^^, IW, Pi(cWitty, mtd Ard,4, Co™** 7**, ■■<( "Jm 

Ike tiapdnit. _^ ^ 

_ \V. T) let. Printet, 3, Bridiwater Sqnare. 
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No. 6. 
ANTI-SLAVERY 
MONTHLY REPORTER. 
Tbe "Anti-Slavery Monthly Repobteii" will be readir Tor delivery on the 
lait day of every month. Copiea will be forwarded, at the request of any Anti- 
Si avery Society, at the rate of four sfaillingB per hundred. All pcraans wishing 
lo rsoeive a regular supply are requested to make application to tbe Secretary, 
at the Society's oftice, No. 18, Aldermanhary, and meutiou the conveyauce by 
which they may be moat conveniently sent, 
Ik our last Dumber we give a large extract from a pamphlet lately 
published by the Anti-Slavery Society entitled, " The Slave Colonies 
OF Great Britain; oh a Picture of Slavery drawn bt the 
Colonists themselveb; being an Abstract of the various 
Papers recently laid before Parliament oh that sub- 

IJECT." This pamphlet is esceedingly valuable, inasmuch as it is what 
it really purports to be ; " A Picture of Slavery, drawn by the Colonists 
themselves." We can now do longer be charged with misrepreseutation 
or exaggeration, or with giving distorted views of Slavery from the 
writings of those whose veracity has been questioned only because they 
were friendlyto the cause of emancipation. The " Picture, is drawn by 
the colonists themselves ;" and upon their own stateiuenta we are content 

■ that the validity of our cause should rest. We earnestly recommend 
the perusal of the work to every one ; both to those who are against us 
as well as to those who are for us, as containing irresistible evidence 
of the enormous evils with which the system of slavery is polluted. The 
following remarks, with which this pamphlet concludes, bear so fully and 
forcibly upon the stibject, that we give them entire. 

" Having now brought the proposed analysis to a conclusion, we be.g 
to offer a few observations upon it. 

■ "The first impression which its perusal is calculated to produce, is a 

feeling of surprise and horror at the extraordinary stale of society which 
itdevelopes, as existing in a cousiderable portion of his Majesty's domi- 
nions. The laws now presented lo the public are not obsolete statutes, 
the relics of some barbarous age, dragged from their obscurity by a 
painful research ; they are laws framed in the year 1824, by men call- 
ing themselves Brilons, and who, instead of being sensible that such 
laws outrage every principle of justice and feeling of humanity, actually 
hold them forth as models of enlightened and beneficent legislation. 
But if the laws themselves be, as they are, a crime, what must he their 
administration in the hands of the men who framed them, and who da 
not blush to boast of them ? 

"In the present wnalysis, as in Mr. Stephen's Delineation of Colonial 
Slavery,* the colonists are made to describe their own system ; the 
proofs of its iniquity being drawn from the colonial laws, from other co- 



> lonial nconli of unqueMtionaLIt! authorily, or 
lonial tirapriolor*. Wr linve heard much, it i 
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Thut Ruch would bo the result of a reference 
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.tion, and those who deny 

But the public have now 
In the ameliorated slave- 
the proof, the irrefragable 
' :h the colonists cleave to 
of their sysiem.* — 

of this great question to 
'er doubted for a moment. 



(iiintiilnInK mitliliiit wIiIpIi U HjipUrnblu tu tlie queatiooB now at Usne. " It re- 
nin," thry Riiy, " lu tlmr* tliat »tv pfist, A new gysteni both or law and prac- 
tlcB ll«* urawil U|ilii Uic Went IniliKa. Mr. Stpphen'B work nn; be very correct 
Aa KplilylnB lo it Ibriner pnriud : but. tu read it now would be only a waste of 
time, Nothing ran bo more untrue thin IhU statemeDt, and the insidiona pro- 
paialiira of it knuw It lo ba unlriii! ; but iliey trust to the elTcct uf its frequent 
•ud conHdanl rMpelillon, Hn<t of thai indolence wbiith leads men to avail thent- 
a»)vM uf any pUualbIn nxousn for uol rcadiuK a vidume of four or five handred 
p>g*a. Wa, on ths enntrary, have nu hedlation in aflirRiing, that nhoever de- 
alrti to iibtalu an aecuratn and canipToliensivo knowledge of the true genius, the 
Itiivarnlnil prlnrl|;il*a, Iha whtilv rrame and atrui-lure, the nature and effects, ot 
our culiinUI alavt^lawa. must seek for that knowlfrdfie in the pa^es of Mr, Sle- 
phtn'a Delineation. Nay, If any of oar readers will only take the troobte to 
MUaparA th» Itiiilalallnn of our colonies, durios the past year, with thepiinciplea 
Uid ilowa In thai work, Ibey will at once perceive how sioiculaily those priaci- 
p)M som lo FXplain and eluridilc the recent enactments, and hon aptly those 
WMlnsnta lllustratv and con6iiD its principles. Mr. Stephen's masterly pro- 
dMUM will be founil to (broi at thii ntoment the best commentuj on the new 
laws which nahan b«ca analysiaa. 

* By Ihvimr slave law of Uo Itahimas,^^ 10— IS. MaTria$,es between slaves. 
Mil b«IWMa slaves and tVce people of coluur, rannot be celebrated witbout tbe 
MMMM of their owner fii writin); ; \>hich consent there is no provision forcom- 

BIUhi tht owHvr tn (tram, or lo assign an adequate reason for not graoling. 
htrlac** an c«>lebraiA are declared lo be good, valid, and bindini:. to all ia- 
Uiata and patpiifea in the law whatsoever. "uTing alirays the joat ri|:ht of 
nwwarshliv, whkh i« no rase nhaiever shall be in any nise hart, prejudiced, 
MMltSMdiiwMtiT'rwIteaATtrd thereby ,** aod "providnl Ibsl the muital poiteT 
•htMAiwtlytit betbiisMci)uired by IhehasbaadoratbevrilF, sball ia Mssck 

' I, (Uaiiaish. «r Interftre nilh. the ri^hU «t antbority «f Ibe nmer, 

M wkatSrtPWt,— ,V« " SUrr CtUuin," pp. I. 8. 
iMS dave ^ruMT violence, by itTil.iaf[ or Mftn-vtsr, la aa j Utile per. 
I b« MnUW, at • • ' - - - - 
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Wfl bad been inBtructed by tlie wisdom and philosophy of many giwt 

authorities, as to tlie hopelessness of aay benefit from such a course; 
and we had the still more Impressive lessons of experience to coQviDce 
us that we could expect nothingfrom it but disaster, disappointment, and 
delay. Our opinions oa the subject have never been more admirably or 
accurately expressed, than they were by Mr. Canning, in a speech on 
the Slave Trade made by him in 1799. "Trust not," says that en- 
lightened statesman, making the sentiment of a previous speaker his 
own, " trust Ttol Ike masters of slaves in what concerns legislation for 
slavery. However specious their laws may appear, depend upon it they 
must be ineffectual in their operation. It is in the nature of things 
that they should be so." — "Let then theBhitish House of Com- 
mons DO THEIR PAKT TIIBM3ELVE8. LeT THEM NOT OELEOATE 
THE TRUST OP DOING IT TO THOSE WHO CANNOT EXECUTE THAT 

TRUST FAiRLV. Lei the evil be remedied by an Assembly of freemen, 
by the Government of a free people, and not by tkemasters of slaves. 

" There is something in the nature of absolute authority, in the relation 
between master and slave, which mc^es despotism in all cases, and 
under all circttmstances, an incompetent and unsure execvtor even of 
its own provisions in favour of the objects of its power." 

" The eternal truth of these maKims, applied at the time to the Slave 
Trade, loses none of its force when appled to slavery; and it has been 
abundantly confirmed by the falal experience of nearly thirty years, 
which have since elapsed, of protracted misery and oppression to the 
slave, and of unceasing resistance on the part of the master to every 
effort to alleviate that misery or to terminate that oppression. What 
indeed now remains to us, but to act on the wise and salutary counsel 
given to us in 1799, and our past neglect of which has entailed so many 
evils on the wretched African race? Let the British House of 
Commons do their part themselves, and let them not continue 
any longer to delegate the trust op doing it to those who 
cannot execute that trust fairly. 

" And this is a course which not only the Parliament generally, but 
those members of it, in particular, who are connected with the West 
Indies seem bound to adopt. It appears from the papers we have now 

ridng on a/iuter gait than a u>alk, or of driving upon a /asler fail than a gmlle 
Iral, on any road, street, ur lane uf the Island ; ur uf cruelly whipping, beating, 
ur ill'iiaing any horse, mule, iss, or otbor cattle ; or of negligsKllij di-ifing any 
waggon, cart, carriage, tec; orof anv dUerdcrly conduet ur misiekariour ; shall, 
on conviction before an^ justice of the peace, be whipped, al his iliicret^s, not 
uiceeding thirty-nine stripes ; bat the puttiahaunl 0' pregnant women shait bt 
i^ommitlid ta iujirtiNinDienf." — Ibid. p. 10. 

By §& 19, SiO. of the nen slave law of Demerara, the marriage of slaves is pro- 
vided lor "with the permission of their owner," Uc. ; upon permiagion beina; 
refused, however, the Protector of Slaves may call upon the owner to show good 
cause for so doing. " Provided always, that such marriage shall in no manner 
confer on the slaiea any of those civil rights nhich by marriage are acquired by 
persons of free condition, nor subject such slaves to any penal infliction, tha 
effects of which might destroy the rights or injure the property of their owners." 
—Ibid. p. 40. 

Instanoes of a like nature might be abundantly multiplied; Lnt we refer to 
the pamphlet, where satisfactory references will be found lu the laws them- 
»eIreB, and to every document menlioued in the " Abslracl." 
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bad under review, that tlie Order in Oouucil for Trioidad wu fnunod 
(with ihe exception of one point, that of the evidence of slaves), on the 
suggestion of the West-India body in England, The plan, therefore, 
wag theirs; it waa adopted on their recommendation, and was supported 
in Parhament by their concurrence. It has been contumaciously re- 
jected, however, by the colonists ; and now neither Parliament nor the 
West-India body can, with propriety, decline the only means of carry- 
ing their own propositions into effective operation. The measures 
already adopted constitute a formal rect^nition of the existence of cer- 
tain evils, which the authors of those measures have pledged themselves 
to remove. To this extent, therefore, at the least, we trust that the 
West Indians will support Mr. Brougham when he shall fulfil liis pro- 
mise of moving the House of Commons on the subject. On Ihem in- 
deed, more than on others, it seems incumbent to second the motion 
for Parliamentary legislation. Such a proceeding is necessary not only 
to vindicate the sincerity of their own professions in the counsel they 
have given to his Majesty's Ministers, but to rescue themselves from 
any share in that headstrong and ruinous line of policy which their bre- 
thren in the colonies seem determioeil at all hazards to pursue. If no 
one else were to take the matter up, we should consider the West-Indian 
proprietors in both Houses of Parliament as bound by a regard to con- 
sistency, and by a sense of justice to their wretched bondsmen, to call 
for the interference of Parliament. Not a few of them are the strenuous 
advocates of popular rights, and the swora enemies to oppression, at 
least in Europe. Let them shew that the operation of their principles 
IB not bounded by geographical limits, or by the colour of the victims of 
oppression, or by the degree in which their own personal interest may 
be affected by a denial of justice. They will then be able, when they 
re-appear on the hustings of those places which they represent, to vin- 
dicate more fearlessly and effectually their claim to the popular 

"We have hitherto confined our remarks to the single point of legis- 
lation ; and we think it has been shewn that it is the very height of 
fktniiy to coDtinue to look to the colonial assemblies for any adequate 
improvement of the stale of ttie slave law. They are themselves the 
authors of every legislative wrong which is to be rectified, and of every 

* One circDmstance has occUTred which weakeng our reliance op the sup- 
port winch the West-Indta iwdy at home are boand, in consialency, to give to 
those menBores which are indiepcDaalile to Die adoptian o! the reforms proposed 
by IbemselveB. On the Olh of Jnly IH'iS, goon after Mr. Brougham had given 
notice of hii iateulioD to move parUameutoD this subject, aGeceral Meeting of 
West. India Flaoteri was held at the Weal-India library, 60, St. Jamea'a-slreet, 
Cbarlea Rose Eliia, Esq- in the chair, al nliicfa "it was uaanimuusly resolved, 
Tbat lite Wrat-iodia merchants, aud other cousignecs of Wesllnilia produce 
mident in London, do charge in their accounts of aiiles, or accounts current, 
fid. (instead of 3d. ai at present,) upon each cask of sugar, puncheon of rum, bag 
of coOee, and lOCO lb. weight of cotfeB, and in proportion on all other articles of 
WMt-India produce imported from the Soth day of March last to the 2Sth day of 
March 1826, into the port of London ; and tbat the same be collected in such 
manner as shall be directed by the Standing Committee of the West-Indian 
Planters and meichants, and be paid into the bauds of Oearge Hibbert, Esq. 
•he Treasurer." 

Similar impogt.' n-t undfistiad, bare b«en laid in the othei pMts of the 
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oppression which is to be redressed. They consist, almosi to a man, of 
slave-tnasters, or at least of the representatives of »lave- masters, 
hardened by familiarity to the sight of those atrocities which have eo 
shocked and astounded the people of Great Britain. And they are 
surrounded and controlled by a population of needy, ignorant, and 
profligate constituents, who derive their distinction, from the utter 
degradation of the Negro race, and a wretched subsistence from the 
wages ihey receive as the drivers and coercers of slaves. 

" But ihe papers which we have analysed exhibit a view not onlv of 
West-Indian legislation, bat of the administration of West-Indian law. 
Here a. new field of horrors opens upon us. And here again we derive 
our proofs of the radical iniquity of the system, exclusively, from the 
recorded testimony of the colonists themselves. They are our witnesses. 
We do not confine this remark to those domestic punishments of which 
we have so curious an exhibition in the returns from Trinidad,* and of 
which neither law nor justice but mere individual capr'ce is the arbiter. 
We allude rather to their criminal slave-courts ; — to the nature and im- 
perfections of the judicial returns from the Fiscal of Demerara;-t — to the 
trials of the insurgents in that colony in 1823 (which, however, are not 
comprehended in the returns that form the subject of the preceding 
I analysis); — to the impunity of the White insurgents of Bardadoes-.I — 
I and, above all, to the reports of the trials of the alleged Black conspi- 
1 rators in Jamiaca, in which every species of judicial irregnlarity appears 
to find aplace;^ — and lo the barefaced oppiessions exercised in that 
island towards some of the people of colour. IT Let these things be fully 
weighed, and neither the Government nor the Parliament can hesitate as 
to the imperative necessity of radically reforming a system which pro- 
daces such abominations as have been detailed ; — such perversions of 
the very forms of law to purposes of cruelty and oppression, as can 
only find their parallel in the execrated proceedings of Judge Jefieries, 
or in the practical jurisprudence of Constantinople, Morocco, or 
Algiers. 

" These things must come to an end, and that speedily. — They must 
come to an end, because neither the government, nor the parliament, nor 
the people of England can tolerate them much longer ; and even if the 
eovemmenC and the parliament and the people of England should be so 
lost to a sense of iheir obligations, as to suffer them to continue, they 
must find their close in one of those convulsions which will involve 
White and Black, master arid slave, the oppressor and the oppressed, in 

trailed Kingdom, into which Weal-Indian produce u im[)orted. Nothiag is 
lajd of Ihe apiiropriHlinn of tliia Becrel- service money thus levied by the man- 
date of the WvBt Indian club. But whether it shall go tu assist in defraying the 
charKes of canlested elections ; or in rewarding the sen ices of certain perio- 
dicaJ writers; ur in payint; for the ciiculabon of such pamplilets ai those of Ml. 
GrOMet, Mr. MHcdunnel, or Vindex ; or in bearing harmless the too rash and 
fearless advocates o{ stnvery ; we trust it will only serve to stimulale, to more 
nnwearied efTori?, all who really feel fur the interests of humanity and justice. 

• See "The Slave Colonies," pp. 110—114. 

t Itid. pp. 29-33. 

1 Ibid. p. 90. — See also the debate on Mr. Buxton's Motion in the House of 
ComnoDi on the Slrd June, 1B2S. 

1^" The Slave Colonies." pp. SI— 5S. 

1 Bee Anti.SIavery Monthly Reporter, No. a. 
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and u 11 distinguishing and overwhelming calamity. Such 
must, sooner or later, be the effect of going on to delegate, to the colo- 
nial assemblies, (he solemn duly, which parliament alone can discharge, 
of giving, to the Black and Coloured Population of our colonies, the 
protection of law, and a pure administration of justice. 

" We are at the same time, well aware of the preponderating influence 
which the West-Indian proprietors possess in both houses of parlia- 
ment. This alone could have prevented, for twenty long years, the 
abolition of the slave trade. This alone could, for fifteen years more, 
have paralyzed every effoTt which was made to rouse the attention of the 
government and the parliament to the enormities of the slave system, and 
to tlie uiter worlhleasness and the inefficiency of all the pretended im- 
provements adopted by the colonial assemblies ? To this cause must 
we also ascribe it, that almost every public functionary in the slave co- 
lonies, is either a proprietor of slaves, or the known partizan of the slave 
system ; — that not only many governors, and judges, and attorney- 
generals, and fiscals, and reg;istrars, are taken from the class of slave- 
holders and their friends, but that, even under the new order of things, 
this class has been made to supply protectors and sub-protectots of 
slaves, the very officers on whose zeal, fidelity, and disinterestedness its 
whole efficiency depends ; — that we should be burdened with imposts, 
and our commerce fettered by impolitic and injuriouE restrictions, in 
order to enable the colonists to perpetuate tbeir demoralizing and mur- 
derous system ; — that the interests of one hundred millions of British 
subjects in India, in addition to those of Great Britain herself, should 
be sacrificed to about two thousand planters and merchants ;^ — and that 
all the benefits which would have flowed to us from establishing inter- 
oational relation with Hayti should have been contemned, her overtures 
rejected, and her offered favours scorned, until she has at length been 
driven to throw herself again into the arms of France.* 

" No part of our policy is more ine n pi i cable, on any rational prindples, than 
that which we hare puraued with respect to Hayti, It can only be Accounted 
for b; the picdominiince of WesC-IndiaD prejudices and West-Indian influence. 
During our war with Bunnaparle we might have secured to ourselves the friend- 
ship, the commerce, and the assistance of Ha^ti : vie were deaf to the most ur- 
gent representations on the subject. By the exercise oF the commonest courtesy, 
sachaBWa scruple not to pay to the Dey of Algiers, or to the King of the Sand- 
nieh Islands, we might have conciliated the attachment, and made ourselves, 
in some degree, the masters of the destinies, of the Queeit of the Antilles. We 
might have even succeeded in inducing its inhabitants to adopt our language 
and habits ; as, at one time, tbeir chiefs would have zealously concorred in pro- 
moting every measure which would have served to detach them from France.— 
We repelled their olTera of friendship. — Thej went the length of even lowering 
their duties to the extent of one half in favour of England, in hopes of concili- 
ating our good will. — We treated even Ibis liberality with disdain, and replied 
to it by an Act of Parliament, which prohibited all intercourse between Hayti 
and Jamaica.— They sUU persevered in their advances : they still continued to 
treat our commerce with peculiar favour. At length our recognition of the in- 
dependence of the Spanish provinces in South America, without the most remote 
allusion to Hayti, whose claims for recognition were infinitely stronger than 
theirs ; and the reneWal of the insulting Act, prohibiting their commerce viith 
Jamaica, left them uo hope of obtaining that standing among nations, which thei 
deemed essential to their independence and security, but by throwing them- 
selves into the arms of Prance, and by sacrificing to her rivalry the interests of 
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' " We trust that the eyea of his Majesty's Govemment, of Parliament, 
and of the public will at length be opened to the real state of things ; 
and that, no longer deluded by tnisrepreseutalion, or intimidated by me- 
nace, they will not suffer evils of such magnitude, and of such malig- 
oant influence, to be prolonged for a day, in deference to the sixty or 
lerenty West-Indians, who hold seats in parliament. Justice, huma- 
■ity, a regard to our own honour and consistency, and above all the 
sacred voice of religion, loudly call upon us, without a moment's delay, 
to redeem our solemn pledges, and to take care that, " with a fair and 
equitable consideration, indeed, of the interests of all parties," " effec- 
taal and decisive measures" are now adopted " for ameliocating the 
condition of the slave population in his Majesty's colonies;" and for ad- 
mitting them to "a participation in those civil rights and privileges 
which are enjoyed by other classes of his Majesty's subjects," 
"One word more before we conclude our painful task. A work has 

British commerce. It may not be knawn to oar readers; it certainly was noi 
known to ourselves, nor hs far as ive baie been abia la discover, to an; mem 
ber of tlie House of Cummong, unconnected with Ibe West Indies, nr with Ihi 
public olEcea of Govemnient, tliat, intbe very last session of Parliament, an Ac 
was passed mhicb contains Iba following clause : — 

"And be it further enacted, that no British merchant ship or vessel abalt sai 
from any place ia the island of Jamaica to any place in the island of St. Do 
mingo, nor from any place in the island of St. Domingo to any place in the island 
of Jamaica, under the penalty of tbe forfeiture of such ship or vessel, togetbi 
with her cargo ; and thai no forf ign ship or vessel which shall have come fron , 
or shall in tbe couiao of her voyage have touched at, any such place in Ihe island 
of St. Doniago, shall come Into any port or harbour in the island of Jamaica ; 
and if any such ship or vessel, having come into any such port or harbour, shall 
continue there for fortj-eigbt hours after notice shall have been given by thi 
ofHcer of the Customs to depart therefrom, such ship or vessel shall lie forfeited . 
and if any parson absll be landed in tbe island of Jamaica from on bnard any 
ahip or vessel which shall have come from or touched at tbe island of St. Do- 
mingo except in case of urgent necessity, or unleea licence shall have been given 
by the Governor of Jamaica to land such person, such ship shall be forfeited, to 
^ther with her cargo." 

When the date oftbisenactment is compared vrilh that of the treaty which hai 
been concluded with Fiance, we cannot doubt that Boyer was influenced by ii 
to agree to the severe terms which were exacted from him, seeing how com- 
pletely he was excluded, by that galling measure, as well as by our declining 
all oRlcial intercourse with him, from every hope of the favour or friendship ' 
this oonntry. 

And now let it be calmly considered what will be our aitnation in (be West 
Indies, iu tbe event of another war with France. Onr possessions there would 
not be worth a week's purchase. Tbe whole navy of England, and a fresh debt 
of one bandied millions, could not save Jamaica from becoming the revoluti' 
oniied dependent of Ilayli. Nothing, in such an event, could avert our loss o< 
that, and onr other slave colonies, but a previous radical change of our whole 
colonial gystem. We must raise ibe free People of colour to tbe full enjoy. 
meni of their rights and privileges as British subjects ; and we must proceed, 
with as little d^lay na possible, to give liberty to tbe slave. If we refuse ' ' 
this the catastrophe we anticipate may be delayed for a few years, but it 
not, in the conslitudon of things, be far distant. 

Those wbo desire to understand the nature of this new danger, and the means 
of averting it, ought to read two publications of Mr. Stephen, written ujiwards 
of twenty years ago, on the subject of Havti, entitled Thi Crisis of Ihe Sugar 
Colonies, and The Opportnnily{ works which will now be found to wear almost 
B prophetic air, soch was the accuracy of the author's knowledge of the cir- 
eumstances of the case, and his sagaciy in appreciating their effects. 
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jurt made its appearance, of considerable labour, and considerable pre- 
lence to authority, containing 270 closely printed octavo pages, entitled, 
" Considerations submitted in Defence of the Orders in Council for the 
Melioration of Slavery in Trinidad, and upon the probable Effect of 
sudden Emancipation on agricultural Industry and British Capital in the 
West Indies, in a Series of Letters which appeared in the Star Newspaper 
under the Signature of Vindes. To which is annexed, the thirteenth 
Article in the sisleenth Number of the Quarterly Review; and the ob- 
servations thereon, in a series of Letters which appeared in the New 
Times Newspaper under the Signature of Anglus." It is printed for 
Murray, and is addressed " to those Members of both Houses of Par- 
liament who, whatever may be their private interests, or preconceived 
opinions, feel anxious for the elucidation of truth in the question of 
West-India Slavery." It is an elaborate, ingenious, and humane at- 
tempt to quiet the consciences of those gentlemen and their friends who 
having private interests involved in the question, are desirous of having 
a salvo against the agony of self-accusation, and a plausible excuse 
to the world for prolonging the existence of that foul and disgraceful 
syGtem. But all will not do. The national conscience can no longer be 
lulled to sleep. Its powerful voice will be heard, and will sweep away 
all such refuges of Uea as would seek to reconcile the toleration of such 
practices, either to the character of our country, or the paramount obli- 
gations of Christian duty. 

" Thegrand object of this bulky pamphlet is to prove to the British Par- 
liament, that slavery in the West Indies is a better and more gainful 
condition of society than freedom. If this position were true, it would 
be an arraignment of the moral government of God. If it were as true 
as it is false, the people of England would revolt from the idea of pocket- 
ing the gains arising from such a hideous combination of injustice, 
cruelty, and crime. But it is as false as it is impious and inhuman. 

The pamphlet to which we allude appears to have proceeded from 
the same arsenal which supplied the materials for Lord Bathurst's speech 
in Match 1 824 : for the article on the West Indies in the Quarterly Re. 
view; and for the comments on the case of the Donna Paula.* 
One of the grand arguments, indeed the argumentam palmarium 
of this school has been drawn from a comparison of the island of 
Hayti with our own colonies. On this prop of their system, much of the 
present production has been made to rest. But, unfortunately for the 
author, it had vanished from under hira before this pamphlet saw the 
light. The fact that thepopulatioQ of Hajti had grown, in about twenty 
years, from half a million to [nearly a million, had already laid the 
axe to the root of this goodly aigument ; and the recognition of Haytian 
independence, and the price which Hayti has been able to pay for it, has 
swept away the very last vestige even of the rubbish that had been fall- 
ing around him. 



• See "The Slave Colonies," p. 134. 
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On Thursday ihe 20lh October last, a County Meeting; for the 
County of Norfolk, to Petition ihe Legislature for t^e Abolition of Sla- 
very, was held at the Shire-hall, in Norwich, pursuant lo a requisitioa 
lor that purpose ; among the signatures to which, were those of Lords 
Albemarle, W. G. Bentinck, Stafford, Callhorpe, and Suffield, the Bishop 
of Norwich, the Members for the County, and upwards of forty of the 
most respectable Clergymen and Gentlemen in the County. 

Upon the motion of Lord Suffield, the High Sheriff took the chair, 
when the following resolutions (among others) were unanimously passed. 

lit. — That the aystem of slavery, as it ie now maiDtained in the Weal Indian 
and other Colaniea of Great Britain, a system which degrades many liuadred 
thouaaada of our fellow men to (he condiiioa uf chattels to be bought and gold 
at pleasure — appears to this meeting lo be utterly inconsistent with the unalien- 
able natural rights of men, with tlie benevolent precepts of ChDstianity, and, 
iiith those essential principles of the British CDnslitution, which ought to secure 
lu all his Majeaty'a subjects wbererer sitnaled, an equal parlicipatian in the 
benefit of Ihe laws. 

Snd.. — That we consider it our bnunden duty, aaCbristinns and Englishmen, to 
promote by all justifiable means, wilh a due consideration of the inlL'Tests of all 
the paides concerned, the immediate mitigatiun of thai syatem, and its total ex- 
tinotion at the earliest safe and practicable period ; and that we cordially approve 
the resolutions to this effect prapoaed by Mr. Canning to the House of Commons 
in May, I82II, and nnaoimously adopted by that Honourable House. 

3rd. — Tfaat tc is with the deepeat rem^I we obaerve that the wise proposals 
made by hia M^eaty'a Government for the purpose of effecting the just and ba- 
nevolenl ends, have either received little or no attention from several West 
Indian Colonial Legislatures, or after consideration have been positively rejected. 

4th.— That under these circumstances, we cnnaider it ourduly to support the 
Government in their great object, and to petition the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain to take such furthEr measures as may appear to them the most desirable, in 
order to surmount the difficulties occasioned fay so nnreasonable an opposition, 
■nd effect Ihe immediate mitiRBtion, and, with as little delay as possible, th« 
Inal and entire abolilion of British colonial slavery. 



6th.— That the Pelilioi 



n read be adopted. 



THE PETITION. 

' To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland in Parliament assembled. 

The kyonhlt Petiiiim 1^ tke Inhabitant i ff Ihe cmnli/ of Norjolk, 

Sheweth, 

Thftt yoar petitioners are deeply jnipreaaed with the conviction that the system 

of Slavery, as it is eatabliahed in the West Indi.in and other colonies of Greal 

Britain, a system which degrades nearly eight hundred Ibousanda of our fellon 

lo the condition of chatlels, to be bought and sold at pleaanre, and which 

sionally eiposes them to the most grievoua auflerings, is utterly ipconsisteni 
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wilb the uaalieaable aaturol rigbis uf mea— ivjtli the beaevolunl pruvUiuut uf 
uui boly region, and vrith tbe glorious jirincipli^B uf the Briliab constitution, 
whicb ODgbt to secnre to all bis Majesty's Bubjecta, in whatever Hitnatlon, a fall 
parlicipalion in the benefits of even-haoded justice anil equal laws. 

That your pttitionera consider tbsl the continued maintenance of iiiicb a' ays- 
tern invulres ibis nation in the deepest guilt, and that it ib our own indispe unable 
duty as Cbrislians and Englishmen, by every proper means in our power, to pro- 
mote its immediate mili^^iitiaii and final eilinctiun. 

Tliat while your petitioners cordially approve of the reaolulioos uoanimouaiy 
passed to this effect by your Honourable House in May, one lb ousand) eight 
hundred and twenty -three, and whilst (hey are tbnnkfut for tbe elTorts so 
wisely made since that period by bis Majesty's GovemroeDt in order to promote 
the great end iu view, they deeply regret that tbe ferrent desires of tbe British 
people, tbe declared sentiments of Parliament, and tbe strong retammendalions 
of Government, bave bitberto been rendered almost entirely abortive by a local 
opposition of the moat delerniined and dis)fraceful character. 

That under these circumstances yonr petitioners beseech your Honourabia 
House to take the subject into your cod side ration, and to adopt such further 
measures as shall appear to you tbe best calculated to overcome so unreaionabla 
an opposition, and to insure the immediate amelioration, and as early as pos- 
sible, consistently with tbe safety of all the parties concerned, the flnal and en- 
tire abolitloD of British Colonial Slavery. 

And your petilioners will ever pray, i:c- 

Iti the course of the Meeting some observations made by Col. Wode- 
house, in opposition to the resolutions proposed, were fully and salisrac- 
corily replied to, by T. F. Buxton, Esq., M.P. in an eloqueot and ani- 
mated speech, which produced a most powerful impression upon the 
Meeting ; aod so completely was every objection overborne by the Hon- 
Oenileman, and his noble associates, and by the facts they stated, that 
even the gallant Colonel himself did not hold up his hand in opposition 
to any of the resolutions. 

The people of Norfolk have done themselves great honour in thus 
standings forward as the first to present a County Petition to the L^is- 
lalui^; and we trust and confidently hope that their noble example will 
be followed before the opening of the next Session of Parliament, by 
every county in the kingdom. 

Thii, and all elhtr publUatiom 0/ fhe Society, BWJ bt had at their affict, 18, 
AldeTmaabury ; or at Mtsari. Halckardt, I8T, Piccadilly, and Arch's, Comftiil, 
Tftfy may aim be procured throiigh any iooftjeUer, «■ at (Ike dtpali <if the Anti- 
Slavcry Society tkroughaut the kingdom. 
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Tki/oUomiig Piiblualioits may be procurtd as above. 
REVIEW of the QUAKTERLY REVIEW; or, an Exposure of the 
Erroneous Opinions promulgated in that Work on the Subject of Co- 
lonial Slavery : being the Subsiance of a Series of Letters which ap- 
peared in the " New Times" of September and October, 1824. With 
Notes and an Appendix. 

EAST-INDIA SUGAR; or, an Inquiry respecting the Means of Im- 
proving the Quality and reducing the Cost of Sugar raised by Free 
Labour in the East Indies. With an Appendix, containing Proofs and 
Illustrations. 

FIRST REPORT of the COMMITTEE of the SOCIETY for the 
MITIGATION and GRADUAL ABOLITION of SLAVERY through- 
out the British Dominions, read at the General Meeting of the Society 
held on the 25th day of June, 1824. together with an Account of the 
Proceedings which took place at that Meeting. 
The SECOND REPORT, &c. with an Appendix containing im- 
Iportant Documents illustrative of the State and Impolicy of Slavery, 
f and the means for its Amelioration and gradual Abolition. 1825. 

NEGRO SLAVERY ; or, a View of some of the prominent Fea- 
L tures of that State of Society, as it exists in the United States and in 
I the Colonies of the West Indies, especially in Jamaica. 

AN APPEAL to the Religion, Justice, and Humanity of the Inha- 
P l»tants of the British Empire, in behalf of the Negro Slaves in the 
I' West Indies. By WILLIAM WILBERFORE, Esq. M. P. 

ir, a Refutation of the Claims 
I Duty on East India Sugars. 

A LETTER to WILLIAM W. WHITMORE, Esq. M. P. pointing 
lut some of the erroneous Statements contained in a Pamphlet by Jo- 
eeph Marryatt, Esq. M. P. entitled, " A Reply to the Arguments con- 
tained m -various Publications recommending an Equalization of the 
Duties on East and West India Sugars." By the AUTHOR of a 
Pamphlet entitled " East and West India Sugar." 

A LETTER to M. JEAN BAPTISTE SAY, on the comparative 
Expence of Free and Slave Labour. By ADAM HODGSON. Second 
Edition. 

SUBSTANCE of the DEBATE in the HOUSE of COMMONS on 
the 15th of May, 1823, on a MOTION FOR THE MITIGATION 
AND GRADUAL ABOLITION OF SLAVERY throughout the Bri- 
tish Dominions: with a Preface and Appendixes, containing Facts and 
Reasonings illustrative of Colonial Bondage. 

A REVIEW of some of the ARGUMENTS which are commonly 
advanced AGAINST PARLIAMENTARY INTERFERENCE in Be- 
half of the Negro SLAVES, with a Statement of Opinions which have 
been expressed on that subject by many of our most distinguished 
Statesmen, including Earl Grey, Earl of Liverpool, Lord Grenville, 
Lord Dudley and Ward, Lord Melville, Mr. Burke, Mr. Pill. Mr. Fox, 
&c. &e. Sec. Second Edition. 

CORRESPONDENCE between GEORGE HiBBERT, Esq. and 



Ihe Rer. T. COOPER, relative to the Condition cf the Negro Staves 
in Jamaica, extracted Trom the Morning Chronicle ; also a LIBEL on 
the CHARACTER of Mr. and Mrs. COOPER, published in 1823, tu 
leverHl of the Jamaica Journals ; with Notes and Remarks. By 
THOMAS COOPER. 

A LETTER lo ROBERT HIBBERT, Jun, Esq, in Reply to hit 
Pamphlet, entitled, •' Facts verified upon Oath, in Contradiction of the 
Report of the Rev. Thomas Cooper, concerning the general Condition 
of the Slaves in Jamaica," &c. &c. ; to which are added, A LETTER 
FROM MRS. COOPER to R. Hibbert, Jun. Esq. and an APPENDIX, 
containing an Exposure of the Falsehoods and Calumnies of that Gen- 
tlemen's Affidavit-men. By THOMAS COOPER. 

FACTS ILLUSTRATIVE of the CONDITION of the NEGRO 
SLAVES in Jamaica; with notes and an Appendix. By THOMAS 
COOPER. 

RELIEF for WEST INDIAN DISTRESS ; shewing the inefficiency 
of Protecting Duties on East India Sug^r. and pointing out other Modes 
of certain Relief. By JAMES CROPPER. 

A LETTER on the injurious Effects of High Prices, and the bene- 
ficial Effects of Low Prices, on the Condition of Slavery. By JAMES 
CROPPER. 

The SUPPORT of SLAVERY INVESTIGATED. By JAMES 
CROPPER. 

THOUGHTS on the NECESSITY of IMPROVING the CONDI- 
TION of SLAVES in the British Colonies, with a View to their ULTl- 
MATE EMANCIPATION ; and on the Practicability, the Safety, and 
the Advantages of the latter Measure. By T. CLARKSON, Esq. 1 823. 
The SLAVERY of the BRITISH WEST INDIA COLONIES De- 
lineated, aa it exists both in Law and Practice, and compared wiili the 
Slavery of other Countries, Ancient and Modern. By JAMES STE- 
PHEN, Esq. 

DEBATE in the HOUSE of COMMONS, June 23, 1825, on Mr. 
BUXTON'S MOTION, relative to the DEMOLITION of the ME- 
THODIST CHAPEL and MISSION HOUSE in BARBADOES, and 
the Expulsion of Mr. SHREWSBURY, a Wesleyan Missionary, from 
that Island. 

THE SLAVE COLONIES OF GREAT BRITAIN; or, A PIC- 
TURE OF NEGRO SLAVERY, DRAWN by the COLONISTS 
themselves; being an Abstract of the various Papers RECENTLY laid 
before PARLIAMENT on that Subject. 

Extracts from the Royal Gazetteof Jamaica, from June 11 to June 18, 
1825. 

THE ARGUMENT,— "That the COLONIAL SLAVES are better 
off than the BRITISH PEASANTRY," Answered by THOMAS 
CLARKSON. M. A. 

BRIEF VIEW of the Nature and Effects of Slavery. 
The IMPOLICY of SLAVERY Illustrated. 



Landon, 18, AMermanbtiru, December 31, 1625. 

No. 7. 

ANTI-SLAVERY 

MONTHLY REPORTER. 



The" Anti-Slavery Momhlv Kepobteu" wUI be ready for delivery on tlie 
[■st day of every month. Copiea will bo forwarded, at the raquest bI any Anti- 
Sltvery Society, at the rate of four shilliDga per hundred. AH persons ivishing 
to Tcceive a regular supply are repuesled tu make app!i<;atioD ta the Secretary, 
^tthe Sooiely'a ofBoe, No. is, Aldermanbiiry, and mention llie conveyance by 
which they may be most convenleatly sent. _ 



A Meeting of the Membera and Friends oftbe Anti-Slavery Socinty, was lield 
ID Freemason's Hall, Great Qneen-Slrect, on December 21st, for the purpose of 
petitioning Parliament for the Abolition or Colonial Slavery. The attendance 
was very numerous and respectable. Mr. WilbetforcE whs called to the chair, 
and wai received on his appearance viilh the warm applauses of the Meeting. 

The following Report of the Commitlee waa read by Mr, MncBulay. 

REPORT. 

Since the publication of the Second Report of the Society, read in 
lliis place oti the 30th April lust, a large mass of most important infor- 
titalion on the subject of Colonial SlaVery, has beeii laid before Parlia- 
ment. A digest of the most material parts of these parliametitary dil- 
CuraenUhas been published, under the title of the " The Slafe Colonies 
of Great Britain, or a Picture of Negro Slavery drawn By the Colonists 
themselves." As this pamphlet has been largely circulated, it will not 
be necessary to enter into a detail of tlie statements which it contains, 
or of the fresh horrors which it developes. It has admitted us to a 
Heat view of the interior of society in one of the slave colonies, 
Berbice, where the Fiscal had been so attentive to his duly as to pre- 
serve some record, though an imperfect one, of the causes of complaint, 
OR the part of the slaves, which came before him. We are not to sup- 
pose that the slave system in this colony is marked by features of pe- 
culiar atrocity. TTie presumption, on the contrary, is rather in favour 
of its comparative lenity, because it is one of the few slave colonies 
in which the population does not diminish. Wc have unfortunately lio 
similar disclosures from any of the other colonies. But when we con- 
sider what a mass of sulTering is laid open lo our view in the acconnt 
which has reached ns from this single colony, containing about 23,000 
slaves, being about a fortieth part of the whole slave population, 
how frightfully would that mass have been augmented had we received 
a similar report of the remaining 800,000 ! Over iheir sufferings the 
veil of oblivion has been drawn. Of (Aem no record has been preserved. 
We may imagine, indeed, what they must have been, from the glimpse 
which has been alTorded us in the returns from Berbice; but the full 
Impuut of their horrors can now be known only to Him whose eye 
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lakei iiiqtiiRilioii for the blood of the innocent, and by iflioni not one 

igli of tile oppressed is ilisregardod. 

ilevolting, in every point of view, ns is the delineation, nontVined in 
these papers, of the state of British ijolonial slavery, as ii exists in law 
and in practice, there is at least tliis advantage attending ihe melan- 
choly detail, that it serves amply to coniirRi the view of the nature and 
effect! of that cruel system whieh has beeo sanctioned and circulated 
by this Society, making their slatemenls to appear even eold and tame 
in the comparison. 

These parliamentary documents are particularly valuable, as exem- 
plifying ihe unchanged spirit of colonial legislation on Ihc suhject of 
slavery. The locul legislatures have refused, witlioiit a single excep- 
tion, to comply even with the moderate reqiiisitiuns of his Majesty's 
Ministers, as these are embodied in the Order of Council for Trinidad; 
and the colonists, generally, exult in the refusal, encouraging each oihet 
to persevere in the same contumacioBS course. Their tone of secure 
and triumphant irony is remarkable. " We beg you to observe," says 
the editor of one of their newspapers— and we give the passage only 
as an illustration of the prevailiug spirit — " We beg you to-observe, 
that not one of the unconqiiered colonies" (meaning thecolonies having 
legislatures of their own) " have had the civility to comply with Earl 
Balhurst's wishes, notwithstanding he informed them, in ihe moit ear- 
nest and feeling manner, of the ierious extent of the disappointment 
which his Majesty's Government would experience if they rejected his 
application. We sympathize most sincerely tuith his Lordship on this 
Mnexpected event." 

Attempts, it is true, have been made, by several of iha colonial legis' 
latures, to ameliorate their slave codes ; and they boast of their new 
law as models of wise and beneficent legislation. But it has been 
shewn, by the digest of these laws already laid before the public, that, 
vaunted as they have been, they are nevertheless an outrage on every 
just principle of legislation ; and atTord, at the very moment tliey pro- 
fess to protect the slave, a decisive proof of his utter want of effective 
protection, and of the dcplli of his legal degradation. And if such be 
the character of their recent enactments, deliberately framed in tlie 
strange hope of satisfying the expectations of the parliament and peo- 
ple of this country; — if ihe colonial legislatures can have so egregi- 
ously misapprehended the whole current of British principle and feeling 
•—would it not be the height of fatuity to continue to look for any useful 
reforms from that quarter ? The work must be undertaken and executed 
by the British Farliaraent. They alone are competent to it. In no other 
way can a reasonable hope be entertained, either of effectually miti- 
gatine the rigours of colonial bondage, or of finally abolishing that op- 
probrious state of existence. 

It cannot be supposed, that, in the hands of the men who framed, 
and who boast of having framed, such enactments, the administration 
of the slave laws should manifest any remarkable traits of lenity and 
forbearance, or indicate any peculiar respect for Negro life or Negro 
comfort. On the contrary, the parliamentary papers exhibit many 
atrocious cases of judicial oppression, which have taken place in the 
colonies, and which may possibly become Ihe subject of early parlia- 
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Bniary investigation. If so, we trust tliey muy lend to the iiiBtiliiiJo*! 
of isotrie adequnto securities against the effects, on the lives aiid liappi- 
ness of the Negro and coloured races, of the blind and irrttliorml idartus, 
aud headstrong and ungovernable passioos, of ihe dominant party, who 
cxcluxively act as judges and jurors. 

But of all ihe harsh features of llic colonial slave laws, none is more 
revoltHig to every feehng of humanity and justice, than (hat which makes 
the very act of complaining a crime in the slave. In liim, even the 
murmurs of suffering nature must be suppressed. We may see this 
lamentable perversion of all established girinciplcs of just legislation 
fully and strikingly illustrated in the recorded proceedings of the Fiscal 
of Berbice ; of whom, at ibc same time, it is but right to say that he ap- 
pears lu be a person of much natural mildcess of disposition, — Four 
. Negroes, belonging to the Hon. Mr. Kala, complained to the Fiscal of 
harsh usage by the'manager. On the mere denial oF Ihe party accused, 
tlie Fiscal punished three of l!ie complainants, with sevenly-Bve lashes, 
and one with fifty. — Again: three Negroes belonging to General Mur- 
ray, late Governor of DenKr&rn, complained to the Fiscal of overwork , 
aod want of food, and severity of trealmenl. Two of them were select- 
ed by the Fiscal to receive the torture of seventy -five laslies each. 

But it is needless to proceed. Similar instances might be multiplied 
without end. Nay, the very laws of all llie colonies provide that, in the 
case of a slave cumpldining of ill-treatmeril, the magistrate may, if hu 
deems the complaint unfounded, punish the complainant with the cart- 
. whip at his discretion. And yet, be it remembered that, as Negro evi- 
dence is not admitted in proof of the,compIaint, the complainant has no 
possible means, should the accused deny it, of establisning the most 
undoubted fact. 

Since the publication of the abstract lo which wc have been hilherlu 
referring, another official docwraeni, of considerable importance, has 
lieen made public; namely, " A Report on the Civil and Criminal 
Justice of the West Indies," by tho only surviving commissioner, Mr. 
Dwarris, employed to inquire into tiiat subject. 

This gentleman, it appears, is the proprietor of a considerable sugar 
estate in Jamaica, cultivated by about 220 slaves ; and although wo 
have no doubt that it was his purpose fairly to represent the case which 
he was employed to investigate, yet wc must lament that it should have 
been found necessary to select a person in his peculiar circumstances 
for this delicate and difficult task. It surely never can be expedient to 
place any public functionary in a situation in which private interests, 
early prepossessions, and the most cherished associations and attach- 
ments, may be found unavoidably to clash with the uncompromising 
claims of public duly. !f his Majesty's Ministers have felt it incum- 
bent on them to determine, that henceforward no governor, or judge, or 
fiscal, or protector of slaves, shall be the (owner of a plantation culti- 
vated by slaves, it surely is still more indispensable that the persons 
who are expressly delegated to inquire into the abuses of a particular 
system should not be chosen from the very class whoso interests, as 
well as whose strongest prejudices, are deeply involved in its mainte- 
nance. We have been almost involuntarily led to this reflection, by 
the manil'ebt anxiety which the Report evinces lo pievent its exposure 
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uf the many evils in thrt judicial adroiDiitratioo of the Wett Indies, from 
producing an impresaion adverse to West-Indian planters, or la that 
system of Negro slavery, which, as planters, they are oaiurally solicitous 
to accredit. 

The general view of the condition of the Negjo slave, which the 
commissioner has in this case gone out of his way to give, is, without 
doutjt, widely different from that which a consideratioa either of general 
principles, or of the facts of the case, would permit any disinlerested 
and unprejndiced individual to form. — " The poor slave, if left to 
himself, ' the Reporter informs us, " is generally contented and 
liappy. Possessing a spoj to which he is commonly attached " — (we 
shall presently see by what tenure he holds this spot) — " Possessing a 
spot to which he is commonly attached, looking to his master" (a mas- 
ter, l)e it recollected, generally 400Q miles off, whom he never sees, and 
cannot therefore look to, but) " looking to his master Ibr support in 
health, care in sickness, and advice and help in distress and difficulty, 
the improvident Negro, far from pining in misery, dances and sleeps, 
trifles and dreams away life, thoughtless, careless, and happily ignorant 
of his own unprotected condition and of the impotent fury of the |aws." 
This, he it remembered, refers more immediately to Barbqdoes, the very 
colony where, a few years ago, hundreds of Negro lives "ere sacrificed 
with breathless dispatch, by the operation of laws which the Report re- 

iiresents as only impoienilif furious. — " A little more time, and a little 
ess work, form," adds the Reporter, " the narrow boundary of the 

wants and wishes of tlie Negro." — And what has reduced the Negro to 
this abject and brutish state of existence ; a slate which this gentleman 
considers as a subject even of satisfactory contemplation ? — And, sup- 
posing such a picture as this to be realized on the estates of a few of 
the few resident planters, yet in what respect does it differ from that 

vhich might be given, by many an English gentleman, of his stud of 
horses, or of his kennel of hounds ? The comforts and enjoyments of the 
Negroj on the shewing of this Report, ace, like those of the horse and 
the dog, exclusively of the animal kind. Are we, then, to shut out of 
our view that the Negro is a human being, bom with the power of look- 
ing afore and after ; possessing the capacities pf thought, intelligence, 
reflection ; — that he is endowed with desires, affections, cares, passions, 
responsibilities, and — ^may we dare to add — bights, — in common with 
ourselves ? Shall wc forget that the poor Negro was formed, like his 
master, in the image of God ; has shared in the same moral ruin ; has 
been redeemed by the same blood ; and is an heir of the same immor- 
tality ? If, then, the delineation of the Reporter were as generally true 
as it is notoriously the reverse; still, to level the Negro's highest enjoy- 
ment with those of the brutes that perish; to make his whole exist- 
ence, its comfort and even its duration, to depend, like tlielrs, on the 
will, the caprice, the prudence, the health, or the life of another ; to 
put it in the power of that other not only to be himself the sole arbiter 
of the destinies of his slave, the food he shall eat, the clothes he shall 
wear, the labour he shall undergo, the stripes he shall receive, the 
indignities, nay, the tortures, he shall suffer ; but even to delegate these 
tremendous powers to third parties — what is all this but a cruel spolia- 
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tioD of man's inalienable rights ; an impious usurpation, for which no- 
thing can compensate; an insult to the Majesty of Heaven itself? 

Some idea of the wretched insecurity of the tenure, by which slaves 
enjoy even the spot to which the Report tells us they are attached, to- 
gether with all the dearest lies and charities of life, may be obtained 
from the case of a Mr. Padniore, who was driven to the necessity (a 
necessity of common occurrence in the West Indies) of selling his estate 
to satisfy his creditors. " The slaves," it is stated, ■' he could have 
sold separately (detached from the estate), at a much liighei rate ; but 
they came to him in a body, with most distressing cries, and threw 
themselves on the ground before him; when a spokesman, appointed 
by the rest, fell down at his feet, and implored him, in all their names, 
not to separate them, both from himself, and the estate. They were 
ready to follow him to the other end of the island; but if he could not 
retain them about himself, if his necessities compelled him to sell them, 
they besought him not to part friends and relations, husbands and 
wives, parents and children; not to tear them from their houses and 
gardens; hut to let them go with the land. He could not resist such 
an appeal, and he lost at least forty pounds a-head by it." (p. 22.) This 
occurrence says muc'u, it is true, for the ruined individual who had the 
courage and the feeling to make this sacrifice ; — but what does it say 
for ihe system? for that state of society, that stale of law, which can 
for one moment tolerate and sanction such enormities ? Even Mr. 
Owarris admits, that, by the law of Barbadoes, there is no express di- 
rection ll)at fdmiUes should be sold together; nothing in any Act pro- 
hibiting the separation of husband and wife, parents and children. He 
endeavours, however, to palliate (he effect of this statement, by re- 
marking, ihat many of our other islands had adopted, with the best 
effect, a humane provision to prevent the separation of families. In 
venturing to malce this statement, in which, however, we believe him to 
be mistaken, he ought at least to have named the islands in which such 
a provision had been adopted; especially as, in the case of the only 
two other islands, Tobago and Grenada, whose laws he speaks of, he 
himself distinctly tells us that, " unattached slaves are ordered lo be 
sold one by one, except moUier and child under twelve years of age." 
(pp. 81 and 103.) We find him, indeed, even becoming the apologist 
of that general principle of separating the slaves from the land, which 
destroys, root and branch, even the miserable semblance of properly 
which a slave can be said to possess in his house and garden. "How- 
ever desirable it may appear, ' he observes, " to prevent the slave from 
being torn from his home and garden, it would be found very difficult, 
consistentlif with a due regard lo the interest of creditors," (the para- 
mount consideration, of course, in the minds of colonial legislators,) 
" to provide any remedy for the evil." " It would be unsuitable to a 
state of things in which the support of credit, and the security for bor- 
rowed capital, form tiie^rst object of attention, and even of legislative 
care and provision." — The first objects of attention, therefore, are, not 
human life and human comfort — at least in cases where the skin hap- 
pens to be darkly tinged — bul the security of credit and capital; and 
dial even in the estimate of this Report-— a Report which, while k 
affords some curious illustrations of the regard paid to the Negro, as an 
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article of the master's property, one of his chattels, one of his available 
securilies, exemplifies no less strikingly the utter disregard of all his 
rights and feelings as a man, as a rational and sentient being-. 

We aliall say nothing of the Bcandalous abuse of those forfeitures to 
the Crown, by means of escheats, bj which the name of the King is 
abused to purposes of oppression and wrong, in a manner altogether 
unconstitutional, as well as most disreputable: but let us take a view 
of the proceedings of what are called Stave Courts in Barbadoes. — 
" In case of capital offences by slaves" — and these are very numerous — 
" the court is composed of two justices, and three freeholders of the 
neighbourhood of the place where the offence is committed. These five 
compose the couit, and are all judges of the law and the fact. They 
are not appointed to meet at any fixed time, but only as occasion re- 
quires. When the court is assembled, no indictment is preferred, or 
bill found by a grand jury. The magislrale before whom ihe com- 
plaint was made is taken to have decided that there is sufBcient ground 
to put the slave on his trial ; and this magistrate sits upon the trial. — 
The evidence may consist of the evidence of slaves, but not upon oalh, 
unless they have heen baptized. They are sometimes sworn on grave- 
dirt, according to a superstition. A Negro's wife's evidence is admitted 
(against him) because it is in general a nominal, and not a legal mar- 
riage. In the case of false evidence given by a slave, the justice, or 
the court, before which the false evidence is given, directs the offender 
to be (forthwith) flogged. There is no regular record : the Tiiagistrates 
who try the case keep an account of the proceedings. These are not 
returned to any public office; and, after the lapse of a few years, it 
would be difficult to procure evidence to prove a former acquittal, if a 
slave were to be apprehended a second lime for the same offence, while 
neither the slave nor the master has any remedy for the malicious pro- 
secution of the slave. If the five members of the court are agreed, a 
conviction takes place. Upon conviction, sentence of death must be 
passed. An appeal may be brought 6y the owner (but by him only,) to 
the governor and council. If there is no appeal, no copy of the trial is 
laid before the governor, or report made to him or any other superior 
authority, before the execution takes place. The warrant of execution 
is directed to the constable who attends the trial, and he executes it 
without delay. There is no fixed time or appointed place for the pub- 
lic execution of slave malefactors. That the owner may not be discou- 
raged to detect and discover the ofiences of his Negroes, a condemned 
slave is always appraised, and the value paid to the owner out of the 
public treasury ; hut if the master has not duly provided for the sup- 
port of the slave, and necessity might have compelled the Negro to 
commit the offence, the whole appraised value is to be paid to the party 
injured, and nothing to the master." And yet " the execution of the 
slave may still proceed !" The trials of slaves in this island, the Report 
goes on to remark in duly measured terms, " are very unsatisfactory. 
We heard them pronounced ' disgraceful.' ' The judges,' it is said, ' are 
ignorant;' the proceedings are slovenly; the charge, heing unwritten, 
shifts with the case. A disposition to favour, where it exists" (and the 
Reporter might have added, a disposition to condemn), " receive no 
check for want of publicity. There being no assigned place or appoint- 
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ed time for the execiilion of slave malefactors, the wretched convict, as 
soon as sentence is passed, is fastened to the nearest tree ; unless, which 
frequeatl; happens, the owner of the soil is at hand to prevent it. la 
such case, tke miserable culprit is dragged from tree to tree, from estate 
to estate; and in one case, of I hen recent occurrence, the constable was 
at last forced lo tkrovi the exhausted sufferer off the town bridge, secur- 
ing the rope by a lamp-post." 

la it necessary to add a single word more to these sickening state- 
ments ? Yet we cannot forbear touching upon another subject. After 
the eulogv pronounced by Mr. Dwarris on ihe general treatment of the 
slaves in "Barbadoes, the Meeting will scarcely be prepared for the fol- 
lowing represenlaliona of the same gentleman in ihe very same Report. 
" Slaves in this island," he gays, " are without legal protection or 
redress for personal injuries."...." The slave has no remedy, in case of 
the greatest oppression by the master or his delegate, or the grossest 
injury by third persons ; though the master (in case of hia slave being 
BBsaulied and robbed) may have reparation in damages for the loss of 
Krvice, or the ii^ury to his property, in the slave. . The murder of a 
slave, wilftilly, maliciously, wantonly, and without provocation, is now 
a capital crime. But there is no other legislative provision, restraining 
the absolute power of the master over the slave, or inflicting punish- 
ment upon the owners or others, in cases of mayem, mutilation, dis- 
memberment, or cruel treatment. No other act of Assembly has been 
framed for ihe protection of slaves; no tribunal is specially appointed 
for inquiry into their wrongs. A slave who is, or thinks himself, 
aggrieved, looks in vain, in this island, for a proper quarter in which to 
prefer bis complaint. /( can no where be received. Murder is Ike 
only case in which the law interferes," " For the punishment of gene- 
ral oppression and maltreatment of a slave, there is no provision by 
any law of Barbadoes. If inflicted by the master, it would be dis- 
punishable. If perpetrated by a third person, the owner would have 
his remedy by civil action ; but the slave would still be without redress." 
" There is not, in Barbadoes, any law regulating the quantum and kind 
of punishment, the hours of labour and rest, the provision of food, and 
(except nominally) of clothing. These are dependant on the perform- 
ance of moral duties, of which good men feel the obligation, but of 
which the breach is not cognizable before any earthly tribunal. A wicked 
and cruel master or delegate (so that he do not kill or maim * a slave} 
may inflict on him ant degree of severity of punishment. No man, or 
set of men, has legal power to call him to account for working ftis 
slave as long as he likes; for whipping him as much as he pleases; 
for chaining ; for starving him." " A master has uncontrolled, unde- 
fined, and absolute power." Where then, asks Mr. Dwarris, very justly, 
however inconsistently, " where then is the protection of the slave, and 
where, in case of accident, the justification nf the master V " In a 
case even of a very grievous bodily injury, inflicted upon a slave by a 
manager, the suflerer himself, or his slave brethren who were present, 
cannot give evidence, even though all the free persons on the premises 
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■bould have been designtdii/ sent out of the way. In such tt case, n 
■lave is hot allowed to be a prosecutor. Maimed, mutilated, d^figtired, 
diimemberfd," (I am puttiog^, says Mr. Dwarris, the most aggravated 
case), "his wounds must be the only tongue permilled to relate his 
wrongs." These, however, will speak for him here, if tbey do not 
Bpeak for him in the colonies. 

But lo proceed ; " It is generally held," says the Report, " as s 
principle in slave colonieB, that slaves caunot acquire property, except 
for the betietit of their owners. By law tbey cannot, but only by indul- 
gence." p. 111. Again, the slave has not any means of acquiriDg; 
his freectom without the consent of the master. There is no redemptioa 
of the slave in this island by force of law ;" (nor in Tobugo and Gren- 
ada, nor, indeed, in any of tlie islands ;) and " every negro is presumed 
to be a slave, unless he csii legally prove the contrary." 

To much the same effect is the view given of the legal ri°;ht3 of 
slaves in Tobago and Grenada. In the former island, the chief justice, 
Mr. Pigott, testifies as follows : "A manager sent all free persons out of 
the way, and then gave a Negro 150 lashes. The Negro was brought, 
in a state of which he might have died, lo us, the sitting magistrates. 
We ha^ no means of proving it. I proposed a bill to admit slave evi- 
dence, or to make the accused purge himself on oalh. The bill was 
not approved." The testimony of the attorney -gen era I of Tobago is lo 
the same effect : " / know," he says, " as a magiilrate, case* of ex- 
treme cruelly that have passed uvpuniihed for want of stave evidence." 
" It u very eomtaon, when they wish to be cruel, lo send free jiersons 
out of the way. / have known many such cases. I think it a very 
common cause of discontent among the slaves, that, when ihey have 
been ill treated, and bring thetr fellow-slaves as evidence, such witnesses 
cannot be received, They go away with a feehngof injustice." The 
same gentleman has since expressed an opinion that by the new 
Tobago act, " the power of the master has been limited in almost every 
point essential to the well-being and comfort of the slave." This opi- 
nion only shews how easily some men may be satisfied with the shew 
of Reform. Lord Bathurst wisely disallowed the very act which the 
attorney -general llius commends. 

The Report from Grenada, though varying in a few points, is not 
more favourable than that from Tobago. Some of the Grenada laws 
ate extremely harsh, and even manifest what may be properly called a 
wantonness of severity. And as for the appointnient of guardians of 
slaves, of which we have heard so loud a boast, it is admitted by the 
present Report to be inefficacious. No independent men, we are ex- 
pressly told, can be found to fill the situation, but it is tilled by over- 
seers or managers, who cannot be expected to denounce their employ- 
ers; and "in all cases between Black or Coloured persons and Whites," 
observes the attorney -general, " the prejudice of juries is very strong in 
favour of Whites." 

Neither in Tobago, nor in Grenada, " ate there any public institu- 
tions, by which infant or adult slaves are instructed in religious princi- 
ples or useful knowledge. There are no Sunday-schools." The Wes- 
lejan Methodists alone have given any instruction to the slaves of these 
islands. In Barbadoes, only one school is said to exist for Black or 
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Coloured children, though liie Black and Coloured population ii about 
90,000. 

Such are eome of the material facts brought to tight, in (he moit 
authentii: form, by this recent Report ; in which, however, we must 
admit tliat many opinions are expressed which are exceedingly difHcuIt 
to reconcile with those facts, or, indeed, with the notorious reahties of 
the case. Take an example : — Mr. Dwarris states it to be the only jvst 
ground of complaint ayatnst the present inhabitants of Barbadoes, 
that they had not repealed a certain act, which inflicts the punishment 
of slitting tlie nose, and burning the face with a hot iron on a Negro 
who strikes a Christian a second time. But when Mr. Dwarris thus 
sweepingly cleared the Barbadians from every other charge, had he 
not heard of the atrocities of 1804, reported by Lord Seaforth? — of the 
wholesale mass acres of slaves in 1816? — of the destruction of the 
Methodist chapel, and the expulsion of the Missionary in 1823?— or of 
their new slave law of 1824?— And is it not this very gentleman, 
whose report of the Barbadoes slave courts, and of the summary and 
brutal executions of their convicta, and of the unprotected state of the 
whole slave population, we have just been reading? How are we to 
explain such strange incongruities as these? 

But it would require far too detailed a statement, were we to go 
through all the inconsistencies and incorrectnesses which might be 
pointed out in this, in some respects, invaluable Report. On the whole, 
however, we are extremely thankful for its appearance, and we cannot 
doubt that it will do much to open the eyes of the public to the multi- 
plied abominations of Ibis nnchristian and merciless system. 

Never, however, let the people of England forget, that of this un- 
christian and merciless system they will continue to be the criminal 
upholders, if ihey now refrain from lifting up their voice against it; or 
if they silently acquiesce in contributing, as they now do, largely and 
directly to its support. On this part of the subject, however, we mean 
not now to enlarge. In the Second Report of the Sociely.the question 
of bounties and protecting duties was amply discussed; and not only 
their impolicy, but their malign and wasting influence on the happiness 
and increase of the slave population, as well as their pernicious effects 
even on the interests of the masters, were fully and, as we believe, 
most inconlrovertibly established. We will therefore now content our- 
selves with remarking, that it is absolutely vain for us to be hoping 
to succeed in abolishing slavery ; or to expect that by the vehemence 
pi our speeches, or by the strength of our resolutions, or even by the 
severity of our enactments, we shall be able very materially to abate 
this evil, if we continue, as we now do, to extend to the slave-holder 
those solid marks of our favour which are conveyed to him in bounties 
and protecting duties ; thus supplying to him the very means of main- 
taining his iniquitous system, against the united wishes of the parlia- 
ment and the people of England. 

And 'now, after the statement which has Just been given, combined 
with all our previous information, are we not entitled to call upon the 
people of England to come forward to strengthen the hands of the go- 
vernment, in the righteous work of carrying into effect the hitherto 
abor^ve resolutions of Parlirroent on the subject of Colonial Slavery ? 
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We call upon ibcm tljcrefore to assemble in ercrr county, iin<\ city, and 
town, and even village or tliG United Ktng;doni, in order to (estiry their 
abhorrence of this impious system, and lo implore of tiie Lcg:islatnre, 
respectfully indeed, but most earnesUy lo relieve them from lis g;uilt 
and its burden. Let no man in this free and liappy country, wliere the 
voice of the very meanest has its appropriate weight in Purliameut, 
imagine that he can discharge himself from the performance of this so- 
lemn duly; or — should his application to Parliament fail of its effect-^ 
from adopling^very other expedient in his power, snch as abslinenco 
from slave-grown sngar, the promotion of cultivation by free labour, &c. 
for wiping ttway this foul stain from the national character. And we 
would address this call to men of all political parlies in the stale. 
Those of every parly who have synipalliized with the victims of despo- 
tism in Spain, in Italy, and in Greece, have now an opportunity of com- 
bining lo deliver 830,000 of their own fellow- subjects from a still more 
grievous despotism. The friends of the Government are bound to see . 
its orders respected, and lo repress that insubordinate and contnmelious 
spirit in the colonists which would get them at nought. The members 
of the Opposition are bound by all their professed principles, and by all 
the recollections which are associated with the venerated name of Fox, 
to anile hand and heart in undoing the fetters of our own fellow- 
snbjccis. Above all (lo avail ourselves of the language of one of the 
ablesj: advocates of this cause) — above all, we would call on Christians 
of every name to come forward lo lend their aid as one man lo deliver 
their country from this great national iniquity — " to reform this cruel 
and impious system which shuts out the light of the gospel ; which vio- 
lates, in the grossest manner, all its precepts; which keeps, in a cruel 
thraldom, the minds as well as bodies of its unfortunate victims ; and 
which adds to its other enormities the fierceness of an li -christian per- 
secution. There would surely be an inconsistency in Ihe charitable 
efforts now making lo convert our fellow- creatures in the most distant 
regions of the globe, while we suffer our fellow- subjects to be kepf in 
pagan darkness, and the vilest moral degradation, not by choice but by 
compulsion, through a domestic tyranny, which our own power, within 
our own territories alone upholds,'' To all then we would say, in con- 
clusion, in the words of the same eloquent writer, " Come forward with 
your petitions. Instruct your representatives. Give or withhold your 
suffrages for the nest Parliament, and use your personal influcnre 
throughout the country ; all in such a manner as may best promote the 
success of this great and sacred cause. If you succeed, ynu will give 
a new triumph to the British Constitution. You will exalt the glory of 
your country, in that best point, her moral elevation, and recommend 
her to the favour Of Heaven. If you fail, you will at least have the 
inestimable consolation that you have done what you could ' to undo 
the heavy burden, and lo let the oppressed go free;" and that the sins 
and calamities of your country, however pernicious in their consequences 
to yourselves or your children, were evils which you could not avert." 

One word more : we rejoice to be able to report, that [he number of 
associations, and especially of Ladies' associations, for the abolition of 
slavery, has been increasing of laic. We trust that they will be largely 
multiplied both in ihi! m«tropulis and in the country at large. 
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. TUe prescDt meelli^, for ihc purpoae of polilloiiiiig Parlintnenl, lias, 
we are also lisppy lo say, been anlipjpated In several places, by the im- 
pulse of liiBl popular leETmg ivliich furaislies llie best pled|;e of our 
ultimate success. In this imporlsnt line of service Notfolk has taken 
llie lead, and has been followed by the city of Norwich, by Birminghatn, 
by Hull, by Beverley, by Derby, and by Ipswich; as it had been pre- 
ceded, though notfor the purpose of petitioning, by Edinburgh. Inalltheiie 
places our cause has been advocated with remarkable power and effect, 
aod has happily united the general suffrage. The Coiporation of the 
Gity of London has signalized itself by its zeal in the same cause, and 
we are anxious to record the high sense we entertain of the advantt^e 
which has accrued to it from the nearly unanimous and energelio 
declaration of the chief authorities of the first commercial city in the 
world, against the principle of colonial monopoly, and in favour of the 
claims of injured and outraged humanity. Tlie inBuence of their high 
examjile will, we trust, induce the mercantile and manufacturing classes, 
tliroughout the kingdom, to come forward and vindicate the commercial 
character of this country from the discredit, and its commercial intercsls 
front the injury, caused by the prolongationof the existing colonial evils. 

It would be ingratitude in this connexion to withhold our warm ac- 
knowledgmenls of the great services which have been rendered to our 
common cause, since welast met, by the able.zealous, indefatigable, and 
Buccessful efForts of Mr. Cropper of Liverpool. 

These various indications of the gciierai sympathy in our labours are 
strong incentives to perseverance. And we must all feel it as not among 
the least cheering and encouraging circumstances, which we are called 
to acknowledM with gratitude to the Giver of all good, that we should 
once more behold among us, and in the chair of this assembly, that 
loved and revered individual, dear to all lo whom the interests of huT 
mnnity are dear ; who, hiiving consecrated the strength and flower of 
his days to the vindication of the wrouged and degraded African, and 
having at length signally triumphed in the protracted and painful conflict; 
now, though bending under the weight of added years, still marshals 
our way, as we trust, lo victory in a no less arduous struggle^ — ^in the 
endeavour to break the yoke of the oppressor, and to achieve the rescue 
of the oppressed, in every comer of the British dominions. May it 
please God to spare him to witness the final consummation of thislabour 
of love and mercy ! 

Thefoilowing Resolutions, were unanimously adopted by the Meeting : 
llal this Mreting tlcsirt to express, in strong lerma, botli thtrir salisfsction 
with the RcEQlatJQns on the subject of Colonial Slaver;, whiuli, on the moliun 
uf Mr. Canning, were unanimously adopted by Parliament, and tbeir hlith 
seaae of the abllil;, promptitude, and ecrI with which, as appears from the oAi- 
etal eorrespondence of Earl Rnlliurst with tlie Colonies, his Majesty's Ministera 
have I Hbonred to carry these Parliamentary licsotutioas into elTect ; and they 
deeply lament that Ibc opposition nf the Colonial Antboritleg has hitherto suc- 
ceeded in almost wholly fruatrating their benevolent purpoaes and eSbrts. 

That the various oftcial documents on the an^Jecl of Slavery, and the treat- 
ment of Slaves, recently laid before Parliament by his Majesty's Ministers, 
aOord additional and incontealible evidence of the injuatlce and cruelty of the 
sysltrijs.of Slavery now prevailing in the Colonies, and renders desperate the 
hope of its eUinclion, or even of its effectual mitigation, without the direct and 
authoiitiitivo iaterference of the Imperial Legislature. 
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Tlial Ixata Uie same autlienlic iouires of lolbrmatlon, tliia MMtlng lia*c UdfuI 
irith tegiet, tliougli not irilb aurpiise, Uiat Ibe Culciaiiil LegiilniurPB have eilhca 
trealeil the recorded wUbes of Parliameat, itnd tlie beneHcent recoiiiiQeDdaliiiDB 
and urgent remonatranceg of Ms Majesty'* GoiernmBnt wilh neglect, or have 
met them with decided oppaaition ; and that even in those Colonies where at- 
tempts have been made to frame an ameliorated Slave Code, the new enaotments 
manifest the same cubstanttal disregard uf tlie moat aarred principles of justice 
which characterised the old ; that the existing laws, in their practical adniiuia- 
IratiOD, evidently afford no eflectual protection to the Slaves, and have been 
made, on many recent occaaiotis, an initrument of the most grievous judicial op- 
presiian i and that the general treatment of the Slaves cantinues to eibjbit the 
same haTsh and disgastini; effects uf the domestic despotism prevailing in the 
Colonies, which lirst excited the indignant feelings af the British Public, and 
whicli should now lead to a fixed determiDation, on the part of every individual 
who values British freedom, or the bleasinga of ChrisLianily, to do his utmost to 
prevent their continuance. 

TIiBt this Meeting are further anxious to record their conviction that this un- 
just and immoral system, as it exiats in the British Coloniei', derives great sup- 
port from those commercial regulations, wliich, by conferring bounliea, and pro- 
tecting duties on the produce of Slave Lahonr, not only materially enhance Its 
price to the Urilish consumer, but increase the miseries of the Slaves, and ren- 
der their liberation mora difficult. 

That if called upon by Parliament to contribute to the some, or even to a. much 
larger extent, for the purpose of eitioguiahiog Slavery, than they now pay for 
its support, this meeting would cheerfully obey the call; but that to the eiist- 
iag regulations of the Colonial Trade they entertain insuperable objections ; be- 
cause while these regulations violate the recognised principles of sound com- 
mercial policy, and impose on the nation a heavy pecuniary burden for the maiu- 
tenance of Slavery, they tend to counteract the hope of its reformation, they 
serve to aggravate and perpetuate its evils ; and they involve the people of this 
. country still mora deeply in the gniit of upholding it. 

That it appeara to this Meeting to be their bonnden duty, and (bat of every 
individual who acknowleges the claims of humanity and juatice, to promote 
with all their influence the fulfilment of the pledge given by the Government and 
Parliament in I82S, on this subject ; and for that purpose to lose no lime in ear- 
nestly and respectfully petitioning both Houses of Parliament, that they uill 
be pleased to take the great work of Colonial lEeformalion into their own hands ; 
and in accordance with their own Resolulions, and the wiahes and prayers of 
the nation at large, to bring the state of Slavery itself to the earlie at practicable 
termination in every part of his M^esty's Dominions. 

A Pttilum founded on these Resolutions was unanimously adopted, 
and it was further resolved, 

That hia Royal Highness the Duke of Gloncealer, whose unavoidable abiencfl 
OD this Dccasiou the Meeting lament, and whose invaluable services they are de- 
sirous of gratefully recording, he respectfully requested to present the petition 
to the House of Lords, and Mr. Fowell Button timt to the Commons. 
~ That this Meeting eagerly embrace the present opportunity, both of presenting 
their heartfelt acknowledgments to their revered Viee- President, William Wil- 
berforce, Esq. for his gratifying attendance on this day, and for his conduct in 
the Chair J and of testifying their deep sense of hia services, ubiah, during a 
long and ardoous Parliamenlaiy life, he has rendered to his country, and to the 
world at large : and especially of that indefatigable, bnt tempered seal, with 
which he has so unceasingly and snccessfully cnnaecraled his powerful tidenls 
and fascinating eloquence to the vindication and relief of suffering humanity. 

fublicatimii of the Socirty, may lie had at thfir 
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Phocbedincs Of THE Getjekal Meetin-o of the Anli-SCavery 
Socieli/, held at Preetnason's Hall, Great Queen-Street, Liiicoln'i Inn 
Fieldii, on December 21s(, 1826. 

Mb. ^^^iLBEHFORCE having taken the chair, he assureil the meeling 
that it was with unafTected dilSdence he bad obeyed the call of many 
kind friends in presuming to occupy the chair. He felt that having 
been compelled by indisposition to retire from his more proper scene of 
labour in Parliament,— it did not become him to occupy bo prominent. 
a situation as that which he filled on the present occasion. But he also 
felt that he ought not for a moment lo consider any motives of a per- 
sonal nature when he was called upon to fulAI a great and important 
duty to God and man. Believing, therefore, tlwl it might be for 
the interest of the cause that he should occupy the chair, without fur- 
ther parley, he consented to the proposal. They were assembled for 
the purpose of Petitioning Parliament to urge forward that reform in the 
stale of the Slave Population in the British Colonies, which would place 
that population in a condition to enjoy and appreciate the blessings of 
enfrEinchisement ; — a consummation that Parliament had pledged itself 
to bring about as speedily as possible. Of the necessity and propriety of 
such an application to the Legislature no one could entertain a doubt 
who recollected the circumstances attending the long contest on a sub- 
ject similar to that which now occupied their attention — he meant the 
abolition of tlie Slave Trade. It was in consequence of ihe people 
of England taking up that cause that it was at lost rendered suc- 
cesEful, It was at the present moment the more necessary for the friends 
o( huiOanity to bestir themselves, because a large and active party wa« 
formed lo oppose them. It was by the union of people of the middle 
class of society, amongst whom was comprised the greatest portion of 
Tirtuc and understanding in ever^ free community, that they must ho|Je 
to render their cause successful ; one step towards which, was their 
assembling on the present occasion (hear, hear). He was happy to see 
several gentlemen present who would be able to point out the situation 
in which the cause at present stood, and what measures il was neces- 
"'"y lo take thereupon. 
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Th« Report of the ComniiUee of ilia Society, na given in Ihe la»i 
Number of the Reporter, was then read. 

Sir J. Macintosh, in risiag to move the firal resolulion, observed 
that, it g'ave him great pleasure to conleonplate that on the present 
occasion the chair was filled, that their cause was served in the very 
van, by tlie venerable and illustrious person who was the deliverer of 
Africa, as far, at least, as this country was concerned, from the scourge 
of the Stave Trade, and who, he trusted, wou|d live to co-operate in 
the delivering; the British empire from the scourge of Slavery. Upon a 
subject which had been exhausted, if be might use the phrase, by the 
feelings of every one's heart then present, before one syllable had 
been uttered, it would be unpardonable in him to address the Meet- 
ing at length, even if it were otherwise convenient to do so. He would, 
therefore, shortly state the reasons of his continued and unshaken leal 
for the cause in which Ihey were engaged. He felt the most zealous 
wishes for ihesuccess of the cause, because he considered its bucccbs 
indispensable to acquit tiie consciences and clear the honour of the 
British people; and because, in sincerity of soul, he believed its 
success would, more than anv other measure, contribute to the 
safety and welfare of the European inhabitants of the colonies; and, 
lastly, and ahove all, because he thought it would raise a million of 
human beings to the condition of, men. Sir James Macintosh then 
referred to tne Report of Mr. Dwarris and its striking inconsistencies. 
It was impossible to imagine that any beings in human form, could 
exist in such a stale of degradation as these unhappy Slaves were 
described by him to be in. To one passage in particular he would call 
their attention as showing the grievous disqualifications under which the 
Negroes labour in procuring redress for Injury- The passage occurred 
in Mr. Dwarris's Report of the Judicial Establishments of Barbadoes, 
and is as follows :—" In a case of even very grievous bodily injury, in- 
flicted upon a Slave by a manager, the sufferer himself, or his Slave 
brethren who were present, cannot give evidence, even though all the 
free persons on the premises should have been designedly sent out of 
the way. In such a case, a Slave is not allowed to be a prosecutor. 
Maimed, mutilatrd, disfigured, dismembered, his wouuds must be the 
only tongues permitted to relate his wrongs ! " Such is the condition, 
(Sir James went on to remark) the degraded and defenceless condition, 
of the unfortunate and devoted inhabitants of our Colonies. What then 
must be our surprise to meet in tlie statements of this very same Re- 
porter, an eulogy on the happy slate in which the Slaves hve under this 
degraded condition? " But left to himself," the Reporter informs us, 
" the poor Slave is generally contented and happy. Possessing a spot 
lo which he is commonly attached, looking to his master for support in 
health, care in sickness, and advice and help in distressand difficulty, 
the improvident Negro, far from pining in misery, dances and sleeps, 
trifles and dreams away life, thoughtless, careless, and happily ignorant 
of his own unprotected condition, and of the impotent fury of the laws." 
— What ! is it then possible that a human being, who may be ' maimed, 
mutilated, disfigured, and dismembered' with impunity, can frisk and 
dance, and dream away life in thoughtless ignorance of h)s unprotected 
condition ? Are these the persons, who, we are to suppose, lead, as 
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thoy are deEtribed lo do, a life of luKurious eiuoyment? Should we not 
rattier •ay. that there could not be a more humiliating picture of human 
degradation than that presented to us by persons who could be con- 
tented under such a condition of existence 1 As had heen very properly 
sugg-ested in the Report just read, " supposing such a picture as this to 
be realized on the estates oF a few of the few resident Planters, yet in 
what respects does it differ from that which might be given, by many bq 
English gentleman, of his stud of horses, or of his kennel of hounds ? 
The comforts and enjoymenlB of ihe Negro, on the shewing of Mr. 
Dwarrie, were, like those of the horse and the dog, esclusively of the 
animal kind." The illustration was most appropriate; the comparison 
was just. It appeared to him that this ingenious writer, Mr. Dwarris, 
had studied poetry more than truth. He appeared to have had in his 
view a well-known passage of one of our most celebrated poets (Pope), 
in which he points out the wise dispensations of our Creator in assign- 
ing ignorance lo the brute creation as a mitigation oF their condition : — 
' The lamb thy riot dooms lo bleed to-dny, 
Had lie tliy reason, woulU lie skip and play ? 
Pleased to the lust, he crops the flow'rv food. 
And lickn the hand jnst raisefl to shed his blood.' 
This was the passage which doubtless Mr. Dwarris had in Ws eye, when 
he spoke of the gaiety with- which West-Indian Slaves could dance and 
amuse themselves, whilst the same cruelty could be extended to thsm as 
is shewn, and often, lie must say, with wantonness and depravity, shewn 
lo the brute creation. This was a passage wliich tlie poet introduces to 
. * justify the ways of God lo man ;' it shewtd how, by ignorance of their 
sufferings, he tnitigated the condition of llie brute creation. And it 
sue(r<^sted to our ingenioiis writer, the parallel case of a million of our 
fellow- creatures reduced to a similar degradation. If this, then, was lo 
be regarded as a state of happiness, it was a state of happiness that 
could only exist by extinguishing within human beings, the capad lies of 
thought, intelligence, ana reflection, — by depriving them of the desires, 
affections, and passions of ordinary men— by brutalizing them, — nav, 
liy worse than brutalizing them : for to reduce a human being to the 
level oF a brute, it was necessary to deprive him of reason and reflection ; 
and the degradation thereby inflicted upon him wai greater than even 
that of the brute. In 1 833, Parliament passed Resolutions which declared 
the necessity of adopting some eflectnal and decisive measures for miti- 
gating and improving the condition of the Slave population in the West 
Indies, with the view to 'their admission ultimately to share in the civil 
rtghu of the rest of His Majesty'i subjects. At that time, Mr. Can- 
ning declared, that if any contumacy should be exhibited with regard to 
Ihem by the Colonistfi, he would consider that a case upon which he 
woulil be authorized to claim the interference of Parliament. One of 
the things recommended in the Parliamentary Resolutions was, that 
the evidence of Slaves should be made admissible. How had this 
recommendation been received in one of the greatest Colonies ? A - 
Resolution in that effect was proposed in the Assembly of Jamaica, and 
rejected upon a division of 34 lo I — that was, the whole house divided 
against the maker of the motion. Here was one' of the least objec- 
tionable of the recommendations of Parliament rejected indignantly. 
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Wfw not ihia an act of ooiiltimaci) ? Wii» it not,«Lijiiig to Pwliament— 
" llcru ^e ar£ masters, and we will not alter a^y piri of oui' S^t^ 
Code at your recommend a Li on ?" AfLera^uloglziog tur.liaviagdelaiiied 
the Meeliog so long, ihe lionourable genllemaii concluded witji niP>ing 
the first Reaoliition. 

AJIk. Brougham, iu nsing,to sccon^ the resolution, said, tliat bi;, would 
detain tlic meeting bul a very few raomeiilB, The friends of tUe cause 
,ware cliarged wiili violence, witli enthusiasm, with hot zeal, because 
ihq^feit for tbc.BuffcringBtjf 630,000 of ll^eir fellow cieatureB; because 
li)cy beheld. ll)t(t their conditiyu ha<^ not only not been im(u:oved, but 
liadgrojvn worse imd worse; and.Iiecause this arouse^! their.feeljiigs of 
hji,t(tapity, ihcy were accused of proceedbg with rashnesp and preci- 
^tancy ! Rashness in what? In having waited without pidvancing 9i;c 
^qi towards ihe accomplishment of thc^r object for a quarter of aiQen- 
^'y ? Tlien they were charged with taViiig their accounts of fact# from 
pafti^al,t(r ignorant sources^ ^ell, their au,swer ,lo thU was, ^at oqt 
one word should be staled but ^hat had come 4'roifi uoder the 
planters' own hands and seals. His Learned Friend, Sir J. Macintosh, 
had alluded to the,repor[ of Air. Cwarris. He (Mr. fijougham) gave 
that gentleuiaii credit for the candour of that Jiqport, because he was 
hmisetf a planter and the owner of a Slave Estate oujvitiqh new 220 
Negroes ; and therefore had to contend with pcejudices arising from Wn, 
situation, and wjlh fiiclings of personal jotcrest. Ho had be^i j*WQ- 
ciateil, in the discharge of the duty which he^iad been ,qpra missioned to 
Derform, witli another gcntlenian, wl>o w^s not placed in f^ilar^ir- 
cui^istances ; lut the latter, unhappily, ,wfi? qo more. jiowe.ver,he (Mr, 
Jirou^ham) ceiLainly thought ih^t Mr. Pwarrls'^ »ta^ii^i)ts, in ,m^a^ 
^leapecis, evinced great candour, and W .all ey.epis^hey w^re «uflicieMt 
fpr their (Uic Soci el y's) purpose. J^. I)K>'a''''i^ staged tha^ A'i' IjMhadoe* 
ihe slave had Jio proleclion agajjist^iij ai^st^. jjiis n^ig^t jiav.e been 
irrjitten before the passing oflbe la,le fiarbadoe^ act : bi|t t^en if he 
had' seen that apt at Uie time, he diet not lliinV Mr. V.vsiTi^ would have 
altered his expressions on the subject glides* it were (0 espre^ liis dig- 
ui^^robalion of it. " Previous to 1824," said Mr. Brougham, " Mier^ was 
iio law iu Barbadoesby which crvcUy to a Slave, or even the totiu[e,or 
mutilation, or <lii(memt|ernient </ .a iffiJ6, was punishable. Jn 1S24, 
Jiowever, a clause ,\v*j initoduc.ed ,ifito llie new act to the ibllgwipg 
effect : iin(} hers let me beg .iJie aitjsijtion of ilie wi.ee"ng. J^d they wilt 
at or^ce perceiv';^ the n.iii^re and e;iteni of ^he prol^ctji^i aflbrded to the 
wretched Slave, even by jhis la^t end h^t ^ diliou of the Darbadoes 
Slave Code. — ' Mlfpreps it ip .highly exp^ien/ tp resffain owaer^, and 
others havinp the ^overnmo"! ^op ifce dirctlioi) i?f Slaves, from in- 
discrinjinatelj, wanluiily, fjid .eruellj efercisi^g ihp power Uiey fossei^t 
UverSI.ivefi jvnd a^ tKe cr^ielty of puffishfneiil by A9gging necessarily 
dnpiMids much more 09^})^ .ui^in.er.of.iivl}icting^ tlif^ upoji the number 
j^^tr^s, ji if iher^forv most conducive W fJ's ^'dp of humanity' [oqi 
10 tiitiil \\w tinnib).r of l.ishes. bul] ' io trn^l to ihe discretion a»d good 
feelingpot ijie jiisii. ^ - ' . f : i\: .;.,,..,' ims sliall he niad«e.' Here, 
th^i). >>ie lh>' »'ri :< '^ ' v l<iw. bnl turned OV0( tu 

l^e ' Uuoi^niiv' L ■ ■ ■ -legates, &ud ihen of lite 
jiwlifg^jdjiey thciij;^ M > ui J-.- ^I,n. i ,>i.lielvrc whum complfwu 
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lsWI ^Fin[td«I It K(furU>cr Miaaud. and J beMMh jou (oti 
^itf lit of protection iflxtemled to the Negro&t by this ' wiie' and-' salu- 
il^^y' ,«ieia£ure. it'it enauled, diAtlf an; pefaon>Goinn]tlc,'Or canBes'to 
ilie icommiUed, any'Wanton ,aat al' ciuelty <tow«irfls any Slave, or 4baU 
'«it|ltQnly,)aaUciouBLy,TaD<l etu«ILy iwliip, beat, or'biiiiwe any Sliwe, sueb 
-p^reqDi W fionviction beture two justices, maw be^-— — >wl)at do you 
AbtnJc ? .-tiitbjected-tO'fome adequate piinisliment? 'Oh, no: he' may be 
4ped .2^- .Gwruucy, or about 17X (terliog ! So timt you «oe an^ one 
lOiayitWtuiie a Slave ; be inay bruue and crush his bo<ly ; he may irtflict 
MpOD.hitti<<W^>^y cruelly «faort<(jfdi&fne«ibenneiit or dealh,even omelties 
^roip which idealh woiik) be a reUef, and yet doesilie'jiay nut more thau 
.-^bout .ly. Bierling: and oUsmve, nhat the '17i. mentioned here is ithe 
miufimum, dnd may be reduoedao I7rf. acoorriJngto the pleasure of the 
juaUces beft«e whom the complain t i» <niade. And yet iliisaol received 
the ffanution ofiihe legiahiture of tbut ibland ; nay, it was even dosuribed 
Ijiy ithe gei>tld^>afi who proposed k as an act which 'would do honour lo 
fkemseUite, aud endear their remen>hfHnceito poateriiy. Nor m this ell- 
jjly the eaiae ael, on.y persou Diay'inRim, tnulilciie, nr diemcmber -a 
tJl^ViC, itnd he hablc, on CDiwic(ton,'Unly to fine or imprisonment, (ho nd- 
«WM<«i or maxtinum 'being &(«d|, asilbe'CouTt«hall ihiiik tit. Itwas-in 
ihip .jgliwad lhat,'pi<emotw t« 180S, the inurc/'r of a 8la\^e, when jtcould 
j)e proved, uae puuished 'by a fine 'uf 1 II. alerling. in 1 805, that act 
HB0 rapeiiled, and, m its stead, it was enM:fed, that am person wtlfulty 
94^1kiou9ly. waDtoaty, and withottt j/rovocation, 4(rilif)§ any Slave, «4iall 
bf! at^udgvd guiilty of foloiiy, and shiillaulFeT '<leMh without benefit df 
Q^rgy. JEbit the oauice of iJie provocation was ootdeiiited ; solhet l«t 
a Slave hut hold up his duger — nay, let Itim but luok cross -or dissa- 
t^od-:— letiiiinevetittGe an irrilMin^or cootemptwiue eK^treBsiou, there 
i# M oitat eulBcieiii firovc>catiou., ijie poM wretch 'e life maj be 'taken 
witji jmpunity. The words ' without provocation' have einoe been 
e«a^ed ffum J.he law { 'but it still irenains 4he law, that i( any person 
shall uoTorlunalely ikill by accideiM tbc Slave of anvt4ier, he shall only 
be Jiitble lo.an aedion at law lor lite vaW of tiie SlBr«; or if any 8l»ve 
siiL*ii be killed while committing or attemptii>g loccinimit any rtfbbery, 
ihtiit, burglary, or arson, or in the attempt to maim or injure any White 
pergQD, the person killing any ■iH?h SVite shall not be puMvhed' for the 
iiffW jeilher capitally or otheMciec. Such are s<mh« of the enactments 
it'Utit w^l endear the rcinembraiice of the BarbiidoeB legisluture to 
porter ily ! 

" XfCt us BOW," continued Mr. Brougham, " look at the other «ide of 
Uu ficootiut, and jcovtrast with iha iaipunity of the White the punish- 
V^enis to be iofiicle^ on Slaves, as well as the sort of ufienees of 
wiiwh they luuy be guilty. 1 &nA it cnactt^d, for «Kawpte, ' that any 
%aye« guilty o( quarreliing nr Hghitng with one another ; or of ktsolent 
l^u^UB^ ir gesiures' [mark that] ' to uuy White fiersoii ; or of swasr- 
■ng. or uttering any obscene speeches ; or of drunkenness, or makioj;', 
VliiOg, throwing, or firing squibs, Berpenli, or other fire-works ; or of 
Gftclc-fighling, or gaming ; or of riding on a faster gait than a walk ; or 
of driving ou a faster gait than a gentle trot; or of cruelly whippiug or 
heating any horse, mare, mule, b*s, or other catllc ; or of negligently 
drHiifig wy cart, Jkc, or at' a«y diiordetly uonduct or Iwlmviitur, ahnll. 
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uii ooavtclion bofon a inagiBtrata, b«' — What do you ihink ? lentenced 
to a week's in) prison men t, or fined a rew shillings ?-'No ; shall ba 
' whipped tit the discretion af such magistrate, not exceeding thirty-nine 
■tripes!" Ag^in, it is wisely enacted, that ' any Slave who shall hear 
any othbr Slave speak any words tending to mutiny or rebellion, or 
■hall know of his having gunpowder or arms in his posgession for pur- 
poses of rebellion, and shall not immediately disi^lose the same, shall 
auffer death, without benefit of clergy, or such other punishment as the 
court may tlliok fit.' Here is legislation with a vengeance I You see 
that the Slave who hears another Slave use words leitding to rebellion 
(of which tendency, mind, he is, in the first instance, constituted the 
sole Judge) must make up his niind not only that such is their tendency, 
but also that the White judge lo whom he is to make the communi- 
cation, will also make up his mind thdt such is their tendency; and if 
he does not do this — thai is to say, if he does not make up liis mind be- 
forehand, to be of the same opinion with the White jud^ to whom be 
is lo make a communication^lhen Is he to be hanged without benefit 
of clergy, or be liable to such other punishment as the Court may think 
■lit. It is needless to say much more upon this act, which is to entitle 
iU framers to the grateful remembrance of posterity." After expressing 
a strong hope'that the eKaniple now set by the metropolis would be fol- 
lowed by meetings ihrougliout the kingdom, the honourable and 
learned gentleman concluded by observing, that unless the necessity of 
adopting the measures they here recommended wus now urged upon 
Parliament by the united voice of lite People of Great Britain, the 
wretched Slaves would leniuin in llieir present misernbli.' condition for 
another quarter of u century. 

Mk. F. Buxtok rose to move a string of Resolutions, and in doing 
so, he would not atfect that he appeared before the meeting with 
any faint-heartedness. -Their cause had made rapid progress ; a 
change had taken place which must lead to Uie speedy downfall of the 
system — a change, not in the minds of this Society, for they had 
always hated Slavery ; but a change in the minds of the people at large, 
who began to feel how abominable the system was, and how many mil- 
lions it cost them. It had often grieved him to perceive the incredulity 
witli which their (the Abolitionists') statements were received, particularly 
in the House of Commons; but it had not surprised him, for it was diffi- 
cult to believe that such enormities existed in any part of the British 
dominions. But now the West India Planters have become their own 
historians, the system appeared, from their own coufessions to be 
worse than it had ever been represented by its bitterest enemies. Tliej 
(ibe Abohlionists) stated in iha House of Commons, thai the cart-whip 
was the principal stimulant lo labour in the West Indies; they were told 
that that was a gross falsehood. Gentlemen of reputation came forward 
and said that they had resided there, and never witnessed it, or heard 
the music of its lash ; whilst others admitted that it hud been seen on a 
few estates, where,however,it was only exhibited tied Across the driver's 
shoulders, not for the purpose of flogging the Negroes, but as an emblem 
of authority — as an ornament, but not for use. But mark; the legisla- 
ture recommended that the cart^whip should be put down; instantly a 
cry was raised from one end of the Colonies to the other ; the cart-whip 
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was declared to be indlBpeDBable, lo long at Slavenr exUted ; and the 
Floaters replied, " Well, we wilt abolish this ornament, hul jaa must 
gire us compensation for our Slaves to the amount of many millioni 
of pounds." The hon. gentleman then animadverted upon the monstrous 
nature of a Ejalem that allowed wives 1o be torn from their husbands, 

^*>ld children from their parents, and read advertisements from Co- 
^Imial Newspapers in proof of his assertions. He next dwell upon the 
litmvrs of the Negroes' condition, subject as they are, both men, 
womefti and children, according lo the returns of the Fiscal of Ber- 
bice, to frequent and barbarous cart-whippings, and other dreadful in- 
flictions, at the caprice of proprietors or overseers ; and pledged him- 
self never to CCBse his exertions, until the odious and abominable ayslem 
was abolished. After congratulating the Meeting upon the promise of 
hia Icatned friend 10 bring the subject forward early in the ensuing 
Se^ion of Parliament, be concluded by reminding- them that they had a 
sacred duty to God and man lo perform, which he called upon them 
to discharge manfully. 

Mb.Denman seconded the Resolutions proposed by Mr. Buxton in 
an animated speech, in the course of which he contended, that although 
laws in other countries were blessings to the inhabitants, those of the 
West Indies were rather intended as curses to the unhappy Slaves in 
L those Colonies; and that what was there called (rial by jury, bad not 
■ -one quality of that noble tribunal about it but the name, which it dis- 
W graced. The honourable and learned gentleman took a rapid survey 
1 of the different questions connected with this subject, which had 
lately occupied the attention of Parliament, to show that the system 
could not be allowed to continue much longer, and to prove the ne- 
cessity of the gradual but rapid (instead of slow) emancipation of the 
Slaves. Mr. Denman's address was received with great warmth of 

John Joseph Gurney, in moving the adoption of the petition, 
sug^sted that some precise period should be fixed, .beyond which no 
person should conliuue, and no child be born, a slave. 

Da. LusHiNGTON said, wherever the great question of the Abolition 
of Slavery was agitated, he wished to attend, for the purpose of giving it 
his humble, but zealous support. It was necessary at this period, that 
public feeling sbiiuld be aroused upon this momentous question ; for, 
in proportion to the difficulties they bad to encounter, should be their 
exertions to surmount them. It was true, that the Resolutions passed 
in the House of Commons in 1823, proclaimed the repentance of that 
House for having ever sanctioned Slavery ; but he should never believe 
that repentance sincere until he saw Parliament come forward, and, at 
whatever price, profess their readiness lo remedy the evils they bad 
caused in our Colonies by their voles. But the House of Commons 
could do but little unless backed by the voice of the people. It should 
be recollected that the supporters of the Abohtioo of Slavery had, in 
the House of Commons between fifty and sixty interested opponenis. 
Alas! private interest there too often interfered with public duty, and 
those who had gain and emolument in view were much more active 
(ban those who merely endeavoured lo achieve a public good. Tlierc- 
fore it was, that every exertion should be mada — every nerve should be 
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streitfad to aeoomptiih their grekt object — theAUotition of Slavery. If 
tlrerowBraTfy-trtnhin philosophy; if t'iey were lo place confidence in 
the sacred Word of God himself — it Was impossible' to believe that such" 
a systemconld continue to eniet. It was never given by God to man, to 
hold his fellow-man in Slnvery. H^ had early embarked in thiscaust, 
and he [^edged himself' never to retire ffaiA it ui>til the object^' 
th«y had in view should be attained. Everything short of a totil' 
Aboiitiiwof Shverj', he=con«idered as it n satisfactory, and ending only 
in disappoiniment and discontent. Almighty God, in his wisdom, never 
gave il to frail nran to adopn course of iniquity; ahd then 16 stop short 
and say; so far will I g6 and no farther; the evil, if not altogether' 
rooted out, mnst go on in'creasing, afid producing still added misery' 
and diBtress. The' learned Doctor, after a splendid and well merited 
eutoginm upon the worthy Chairman, proceeded to point' out Mr; P. 
Buxt^m as the most lit and proper person to tread in his steps, and 
present tlieir Petition in the Hoase of Commons: in the House of Lords, 
he conceived, ihey could not intrust their Petition t<!i any more zealous 
and undeviating friend than HisKoyal Highness the Duke of Glou- 
cester. The supporters' of thb Abolition of Slavery took their stand 
upon ihe eternal principles' of Ifulh and justice, and il would be next 
to blasphemy lo doubltof their success: The supporters of the Ques- 
tion in Parliament, would use their best eiertions'^they only sought 
thei aid of the people ; so supported, they would fight the battle, and, 
please God, would achieve the' vicioi^. The learned gentleman con- 
ctnded by moving the fonitli ftesolutiiDn; 

Mr. Cropper, in seconding the Riesolulion, pointed out; in strong and 
forcible terms, the great advantage which free labour had over the 
wnrk -performed' byShtves; and in snpport of his ailment alluded to 
different cases in the East and West Indies', and North Carolina. 

A Motion of thanks lo the Chairman was then put, and carried 
unanimonsly, when 

Mr. Wilbehforce rose and said, I will not detain yon long at ihiS" 
late hour. 1 shall simply say that I have endeavoured to do the best 1 
could — 1 hope all of you' will do the same, with spirit and resolution. 
How long shall this abominable system continue ? We are ansMraWd' 
to God and our country for its prolongation, and are bound to call out 
the sens« of the country, were it only for the sake of the Planters them- 
selves. The slaves know they have rights ; ihev have had reason to 
hfype for the restoration of ihem- — the cup of freedom has been held to 
th»r lips, and has been dashed down again before they Could taste it. 
That there be no more of this croel triflfiig'with their feelings J— let Par- 
liflmenl'itself enttctlawg for their emancipation'.' The same objection^' 
were'niade totheabolkion'of the Slave Trade that are now urged againit 
ther 'emancipation of' slaves ; yet they who urged them then, afterwards 
expressed their approbation of that measure. Let us do our duty, and 
Parliament will do theirs; and universal satisfaction and happiness will 
be- the result. 

Tkie, and uU othrr publicationi of the Sicwlif, «ny he And ' at their office 
18 JWeimonftury ; it al Messrs. Hatckardi, 187, Piccadilly, and Arch's, CorHhiU. 
r/iu may also be pvcured througk riny boikiellfr, or ol ihc ilepftn of the AitU. 
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ANTI-SLAVERY 

MONTHLY REPORTER. 



, Tlie " Anti-Slavebv Monthly Reforteu" will be readj for delivery on the 
I l»at day or every mnnlh. Copies will he forwarded, at the request of any Anti- 
■Wavery Society, at the rata of four ahlllingB per hundred, All peraoni wishins 
Wtoicceive a regular aupply are requested to make apjilication to the Secretary, 
I at the Society's aSice, No. IS, Aldermanbury, aud mentioD the couTGyance by 
I which they may he most coDveuicatly aeal. 



JAMAtCA. 

'Vis. beg to call the attention of our readers to the followJDg extract 
from the Speech of the Duke of Manchester," the Governor of 
, Jamaica, delivered on occasion of the prorogation of the Legislative 
^ ABsembly of that Iglaud, on the 21at of December last. 
I (bxteact.) 

" Mr, Speaker and Gentlemen of Ike Assembly, 
" Another year has been allowed to pass away without any effectual 
ntecmure having been adopted for the improvement of the condition of the 
Slaves. It does not become me to anticipate what the result may be of 
the great disappointment His Majesty's Government will experience, 
when they learn that the reiterated representations which have been 
made to you, to do what your own interest calls for as much as a due 
regard for those who look up to you for protection and relief, have 
totally failed. In obeying the instructions which I have received, I 
earnestly pressed upon your consideration the necessity of doing some- 
thing, if not to disarm your enemies, still to satisfy friends, and, more 
than all, to convince Parliament that the urgent representations of His 
Majesty's Government had not been entirely disregarded." 

The same speech mig;ht be addressed, with equal propriety, to every 
Legislative Assembly in the West India Colonies. It is highly impor- 
tant, at the present moment, as showing how vain are the expectations 
of those friends of the Negro race, who look for effectual co-oj>eration 
from assemblies of men who are themselves holders of Slaves, and who 
are the representatives of a privileged class, brought up, and living 
under the influence of West India Slavery. For our own part, we must 
•Vj, that we are not at all disappointed by this result of the experiment 
ivhich has been again made of the spirit and conduct of these assem- 
blies. Such a result was foretold in the House of Commons, when the 
la>lc of devising and executing measures calculated to give eifect to the 
memorable resolutions adopted on the motion of Mr. Canning, waa 
committed to the Colonial Legislatures. Those resolutions acknow- 
ledged ihe Slaves, in the British Coloniee, to be fellow lubjecls of the 
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honourable men who occupy the benches of St. Stephen's Chapel. They 
sdmitled the principle, that these Slaves ought to participate in the civil 
rights and privileges enjoyed by other classes of His Majesty's subjects. 
This was strange language for the ears of white men in ine West Indies, 
who have been babituuled from infancy to regard their Slaves — tiot as 
fellow subjects — not as persons, but as chattels, things to be branded widi 
a mark as their properly, to be bought and sold at iheir pleasure, and 
to be driven like cattle, with a cart-whip, to uncompensated labour- 
Our slaves, our fellow subjects! Rights and privileges for our chat- 
tels! Surely the Right Honourable Secretary is beside liimself. Surely 
he has never breathed in the West Indies! 

We are not sure, however, that, but for the awful delay which it baa 
caused in the work of Colonial reform, the course of again making trial 
of ,the disposition of the Colonisls to carry into effect the recorded 
wishes of Parliomenl, may not, upon the whole, be altencied with ad- 
vantage. He now knows from experience, that the Colonists are 
spoiled children, ready to insult and malign the generous country which 
has too long forborne to restrain their petulance. The receplion which 
they have given lo the recommendations of His Majesty, framed in 
accordance with the resolutions above referred to, will enable him and 
his colleagues to come down to Parliament for counsel, under very ad- 
vantageous circumstances. He can now say, that notwithstanding the 
forbearance and lenity exercised towards the Colonial assemblies, 
" contumacious resistance" has been made by them to the recorded 
wishes of Pariiamenl*, and he can recommend, without hesitation, 
" the determined and persevering enforcement" of measures for melio- 
rating the condition of the Slave population, and for extinguishing 
slavery in the Colonies. 

The British publicappeartohaveforeseen that an application for coun- 
sel would be made to their representatives by His Majesty's Ministers, 
and they are pressing forward, in all parts of the Kingdom, with 
Resolutions and Petitions to the two Houses of Parliament, in which 
they express their determination to support the servants of the Crown, 
in the execution of the arduous and important work which has been 
committed to them. That the work in which ihey are engaged is ar- 
duous as welt as important, will be felt by all who consider that the prin- 
ciples recognized in Mr. Canning's resolutions are strenuousty opposed, 
not only by the Colonial Legislatures, but by that very numerous and 
opulent, and closely confederated body of West India proprietors, who 
have promulgated to the Britisiv nation, and to the world, an uncom- 
promising assertion of right to the persons of their Slaves. These pro- 
prietors, with their agents, and consignees and mortgagees, form a very 
considerable component part of the legislature of this country, and 
cannot be succesfully encountered unless the ministers of the Crown be 
powerfully and promptly supported by the voice of the British people. 

Let, then, the British people, high and low, rich and poor, who are 
not infecied by West India interesis, and West India connections, com- 
bine their efforls in the great canse of justice and humanity : let them 
stand forth, in Petitions to the two Houses of Parliament, as the 

• Bes Speech uf Mr. Ciinam«ia the Houmg orConnaons, on the IGth Mnf, IBIS. 





avowed friends and advocates of their wretched fellow subjects, the 
Slaves in the Colonies, who are not permitted to speak for IhemaelTes 
— who have no tongues but their bleeding wounds to plead their cause. 
Let the British people acquit themselves manfully of an awful duty 
which they owe to God, the author of all the blessings which they 
enjoy, as Christians and as Britons. Let them especially declare their 
unwillingness any longer to uphold, by bounties and protecting duties, 
that system of Slavery which they abhor as cruel and unjust. Let the 
British people do this; and let them withhold their votes, at the ap- 
proaching general election, from those candidates who will not une- 
I quivocally promise to promote the mitigarion and extinction of Colonial 
I Slavery by parliamentary enactments. And let them, moreover, dia- 
■ courage the consumption of West India produce, and require from 
those tradesmen with whom they deal, to be furnished, as far as pos- 
sible, with the produce of the labour of free men. Let them do this; 
and the system of Slavery in the Colonies, which is the curse and the 
bane of thei^ country, must and will be done away. It cannot subsist 
without artiticial and very expensive support, administered to it grattiii- 
awtfy ont of the pockets of the poor, as well as the rich of the United 
Kingdom. By giving such support to a system of Slavery and Hea- 
thenism— for no attempt has yet been made to reclaim the great mass 
1 of the Slave population from the slate of heatkenish darkness in which 
I they were born and have lived — the people of England are sinning 
against God, and against human nature. They are frustrating the pur- 
pose of Him who would have all men to be saved, and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. They are keeping on a level with brutes those 
whom the great Creator made of one blood with themselves, and who 
are capable of participating in all the enjoyments of intellectual and 
immortal beings. 



SAMPLES OF JAMAICA JURISPRUDENCE. 



TO THE EDITOR. 



Sir, 



As the exposure of abuses in a free country is usually the first step 
taken to secure their reformation, I shall be particularly obliged by your 
inserting the following extracts from some Jamaica newspapers of re- 
cent date : 

'■ Public Aduertiser, Kingston, Jamaica, April 22d, 1825 

" Sentence. — For Manslaughter. — The prisoner was put to the dock- 
and by his Counsel, Mr. Recorder, pleaded his clergy. — His Hono*" 
then passed sentence: — ' You were indicted for the wilful murder of n 
female slave, but the jury only found you guilty of manslaughter. It 
appeared in evidence, that you were amusing yourself by discharging a 
loaded guu through the window of your dwelliog-housej after some 
time, diis guu was reloaded by one of your companions, and you pro- 
posed firing it over an assemblage of negroes ; he declined, when YOU 



\ 



I 



84 

POINTED OUT A NEGRO OP YOUR OWN PROPERTY, AND 
PROPOSED TO FIRE AT HIM, he agaio declined ; you then renewed 
your proposal to fire it over the crowd, and upon his refusing, you 
seized I he gun, and he had hardly time to utter an exclamation of sur- 
prise, when you discharged the gua; the result was, that this female 
slave, who was sitting in the crowd, was shot, and the melancholy event 
was soon announced to yoix by l\ie cries aiidlimientatiojts of hermother. 
By your HEEDLESS CONDUCT, you have hurried a fellow creature 
out of existence ; you have bereft a mother of a child, and you have 
aBiKed a stain upon your own character, which it will require a long 
life of prudence and humanity to obliterate. The kumaite jury who 
tried you, accompanied their verdict with a recommendation to mercy. 
We will give that recommendation its due weight, and not inRict the 
full extent of punishment upon you ; we hope, however, that the punish- 
ment which we shall inflict will act as a warning to others, and make a 
due impression on yourself.' The prisoner was tlien sentenced to 
TWELVE MONTHS' IMPRISONMENT!!!" 

Such is the estimate given by Jamaica jurisprudence of the guilt of 
murdering a fellow creature, and that too in a case of the most aggra- 
vating character—" A DAUGHTER SHOT IN THE PRESENCE 
OF HER MOTHER," whose cries and lamentations were the expres- 
sive voice employed by suSering nature to proclaim to her oppressor the 
extent of her own bereavement, and of his crime. To what a depth of 
degradation must not that man be sunk, who, without any kitid or de- 
gree of provocation, openly invites another to take away the life of an 
unoffending fellow creature, and subsequently himself undertakes the 
public perpetration of it. Does not every circumstance in this tragical 
affair loudly proclaim, that Slavery does deeply degrade those exposed 
to its baneful influence ; that it is a system, which, depressing one class 
to the abject condition of a brute — of a chattel — of a saleable commo- 
dity, and promoting the unrighteous exaltation of the other class — cor- 
rupts justice at the very source— perverts the good order of society, 
opens the door to every degree of despotism and cruelty, and occasion- 
ally leads to this dreadful consummation of it? Can we not also 
reasonably infer, that if the most heinous crime is thus committed for 
mere wantonness — that when interest prompts or provocation excites — 
all the catalogue of minor woes will be indicted with the jnost unsparing 
hand? If their sufferings are not regarded in the first instance, what 
claim to consideration are they likely to have in those which follow? 

I will now give the substance of two other sentences passed at the 
same time, and recorded in the same paper as the preceding. The 
first was for shooting a slave, who was severely injured; but, as the 
wound did not prove fatal, the Court deemed six montlis' imprisonment 
a " commensurate punishment" .' ! I ! ! 

In the next case, it appeared that a poor abandoned black girl, who 
. had, for the worst of purposes, been invited into the prisoner's house by 
his own brother, was so cruelly beat by the prisoner, that two medical 
men declared the girl's life had been in great danger. For this gross 
outrage, the Court felt it their duty to award an adequate punishment ; 
the prisoner was then sentenced to one month's imprisonment !.' ! 

With these accounts of the punishments awarded to the Whiles for 
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tlieir transgressions, I will now contrast Ihe punishments which await 
those who are " guilty of a skin not coloured like our own." The first 
case is taken from the RoyalJamaica Gazette, June 1 Ith to 18lh, 1825. 
" Richard Price, a Wangee, marked REID on the right, and apparently 
H on the left shoulder; he was sentenced, at a Slave Court, to twelve 
tnonthi hard labour in the workhouse, " for OFFERING VIOLENCE 
to a WHITE personllH" Thus a poor ignorant slave, for the mere 
offer of violence to a white person, has a severer punishment, by twelve 
months' hard labour, than the enlightened white man receives who Js 
guilty of die wilful murder of the black. Lord Balhurst, forcibly struck 
with the gross inequality of the punishments in the Bahamas new slave 
laws, remarks, — " Since the saperiority of rank and education which 
belongs to the white inhabitant, is an aggravation of the offence com' 
mitted by him, there is an injustice in assigning to the aggravated 
offence the minor punishment. Let this just reasoning be applied to 
tlie above cases, and it Is hardly possible to describe a courae of proce- 
dure more directly opposed to every principle of equity. May the vic- 
tims of such oppression be speedily released from its grasp ! 

The next case is from the Postscript to the St. Jago Gazette, July 9th 
to 16th, 1825. King v. Tom— to Jno. Harrison, Esq. for being an in- 
corrigible runaway, guilty — workhouse FOR LIFE!!! 

Such is the present state of despotism and misrule in a colony of the 
British empire. Have we not, in these cases, most convincing proof 
sffbrded us of the truth ofDr. Paley's remarks, that " the West Indian 
Slave is placed for life in subjection to a dominion and system of laws, 
the most merciless and tyrannical that were ever tolerated on the face 
of the earth " ? Must we pot also admit, with the late excellent Bishop 
of St. David's, that " the very existence of Slavery must be a heavy 
reproach to this country, and a disgrace to the age that can tolerate it"? 
And must we not also cordially concur with Mr. Fos, that " it is neces- 
sary to abolish Slavery for the sake of our jurisprudence, and of our 
character as Christians"? And as tliesc cases have just occurred in a 
Colony, which we are informed, is " already possessed of an improved 
body of Slave Statutes," must we not agree with Mr. Canning, that 
" despotism is, in all cases and under all circumstances, anincompelent 
and unsure executor, even of its own provisions, in favour of the objects 
tff its power''? Let, then, the representatives of a free people be ear- 
nestly petitioned to take this important work into their own hands, and 
bring Uiis odious system to the earliest practicable termination. I ear- 
nestly entreat the zealous co-opetation of every individual, who values 
the blessing of personal liberty for himself, lo commiserate the hard lot 
of this degraded suffering race of our fellow creatures, WHO, HAVING 
BEEN DEPRIVED OF THEIR LIBERTY BY AN ACT OF GROSS 
AND ACKNOWLEDGED INJUSTICE ON THE PART OF THIS 
GOVERNMENT, HAVE AN UNDOUBTED CLAIM ON US FOR 
ITS RESTITUTION. 



I am youTS, &c. 



JUSTITIA. 
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ANTI-SLAVERY PUBLIC MEETINGS. 



It is graufyitig to observe the attention which the aubject of Slavery 
is beginning lo excite in every part of ihe Kingdom, and the many 
interesting Meetings which have been held for the purpose of petitioning 
Pailiament for its amelioration and tinal extinction. Our limits pre- 
clude our giving a detailed account of any of these Meetings : but we 
have much pleasure in presenting to our readers three excellent ad- 
dresses on the subject, recently delivered in different parts of the king- 
dom, by men whose high station and talents give weight lo everr 
sentiment which falls from them. 

At a Meeting held in the City of Bath, on the 3d of February, 1826, 
the Lord Bishop of Bath and Wells entered the room, accom- 
panied by the Worshipful the Mayor; and having taken the chair, 
opened the business of the Meeting by expressing the very sincere 
pleasure it aflbrded him to see so numerous and respectable an assem- 
blage as were met on this occasion; affording, as it did, good and 
satisfactory proof that a question which involved the dearest interests 
of humanity, and which had for so many years been advocated by ihe 
associated efforts of virtue and eloquence, was duly appreciated in this 
city. The system of Slavery was directly contrary to the precepts of 
our religion, and lo the dictates of humanity; for, as in the case of war, 
allhough the Bible contained no specific prohibition of Slavery, yet il 
was impossible to look into a page of that sacred booL, and not lo see 
that the practice was substantially condemned by its letter, spirit, and 
essence ; and wiirn the orb of Christianity shall have attained its zeiiith, 
and shall shed its meridian lustre over the moral world, war and Sla- 
very shall no longer exist. Slavery is also opposed to the requirements 
of morality — that great law of right written in the heart of every man by 
ibe finger of God. In a word, it is contrary to natural as well as re- 
vealed religion. His Lordship then proceeded to remark, on the neces- 
sity of proceeding with prudence and caution, and with a due regard 
to the interests of all concerned. His Lordship then obviated the 
objection, that because the question of Colonial Slavery was now 
imder the consideration of Parliament, there was no need of popu- 
lar representations to ihe Legislature upon the subjcci, by remark- 
ing on the very tardy progress which" has been mnde, by Legislative 
measures, iu mitigating the abject condition of the slaves, and 
said that ihe general expression of public feeling upon this question 
yrould have ihe effect of accelerating those beneScial measures which 
the Colonial Legislatures seemed by every means disposed to retard. 
His Lordship expressed his " sorrow and shame " that ihe Slave Trade 
was even yet, in tlie 1 9th century, carried on by several neighbouring 

States, who still force from the soil of Africa her devoted children 

severing the dearest ties of human kind ; and transporting ihe hapless 
victims of rapine and cupidity across the wa vea of the Atlantic, com- 
pel tliem » toil in a Torrid Zone al the whip and will of ibeir merci- 
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less maBters ! He was not without hope ihat the expression of public 
feeliag in this country on the atrocilies of Slavery may have an effect 
upon foreign nations, and thus accelerate the utter termination of the 
odious trafHc in human flesh. His Lordship concluded by eulogising 
the moderation observed in the Resolutions and Petition that would be 
proposed for adoption ; said he was glad of the opportunity of, aiding 
the object of ihe Meeting; that he did not think he had stepped beyond 
the tine of his oflidal duty in advocating a measure sanctioned alike by 
Religion and Morality; that, as a Minister of ,lhe Church of England, 
he should look back with pleasure on the act of this day ; and that the 

Eeat desire of his heart was. that the blessings of rational liberty might 
extended to all the nations of the earth, without distinction of colour 
or clitnate [Great applause]. 



At a County meeting held in Buckingham on the 17lh January, 

Lord Nugent was unanimously called to thf Chair. His Lordship, 
in openingthe proceedings, said, " heahould not detain the Meeting with 
any expression of the pleasure and pride he felt at being called to pre- 
side where freemen were assembled in the cause of humanity, justice, 
and liberty—in the cause of eight hundred thousand fellow men, and 
fellow subjects, deprived of the best gift of God to his creatures — the 
blessing of personal freedom : — of men, engaged in the cause of their 
«ouDtry^B honour, which was still unredeemed, while one slave or slave- 
msflter existed under the shadow of the British flag. Even the Colonial 
Party had begun to relent, and, instead of uncompromising hostility to 
sll change, had adopted a different system, with the motto 'gradual 
abolition.' He did not like the phrase. Unprepared and sudden eman- 
cipation of a population of beings, whom the crimes of this country had, 
for centuries, taught to know no law but their masters'word— no govern- 
ment but that of the cart-whip — was not the object of (lie friends of 
freedom. Tlie Planters knew it was not; but when they said, ' gradual,' 
they mi-Bnt ' above all things, and at all events, mind you do not advance 
rapdly." When we, said his Lordship, say, 'gradual,' we mean, 'above 
all things, and at all events, mind yoti advance,' [Cheers.] Very im- 
portant progress had been already made. Aboui four years ago, on a 
motion of Mr. Wilberforce's, on a day honourable to the House of 
Commons, and auspicious to mankind, the phrase ' ultimate emancipa- 
tion ' was first adopted there ; and in 1823, the House of Commons re- 
solved, that it ' was anxious for the accomplishment of this purpose, at 
,lbe earliest period consistent with the well-being of the Slaves, and 
safety of the colonies.' That vote uo circumstances could ever bere- 
al>er reverse or expunge [cheers]. The Colonial party asked for com- 
pensation. He would vote for compensation to-morrow, but never, 
never, as a matter of right. Never would he admit the right of one 
man to plunder another of his natural liberty — his heart was for ever 
shut against such a claim. England now paid 1,200,0001. in increased 
price of sugars and bounties on export, for the maintenance of slaTery 
in the West Indies. He would willingly pay that sum directly, to re- 
dwni 800,000 fellow stibjecti from slavery, and restore (hem to the 
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right that God had given them, at the moderate price of II. 5b. per head 
per annum [cheers]. How often have we heard that thecondition of the 
slave is on the whole preferable to that of the English peasant. Oh how 
often is this said, with a degiee of gravity too which would be very be- 
coming^ in any proposition a little lees monstrously absurd ! We tee 
liU hard life and scanty means of comfort, and even of existence, in this 
rigorous season too, and we are told that his condition is harder than 
the slave's. Indeed ? Theu shame on ourselves 1 Attend to his wants, 
better his condition, raise him from the misery and degradation to which 
he is too generally reduced by that bad system called the Poors' Laws. 
But, in ihe name of common justice, common humanity, and common 
sense, use not his sufierings as an apology for the unspeakable horrors 
of slavery. At least, if he cannot always find a tender consideration of 
his necessities, the English peasant can always find redress against 
barefaced outrage, nor can the hand of created man be raised against 
him unpunished [cheers]. Enjoyments few, comforts few, hardships 
many and difficult to endure; but rights, God be thanked, intact and 
iDtangible — Rights which may look the proudest oppressor in the face, 
and which would wither the hand that would bo much as dare to ap- 
proach them— Rights, which, if not imperishable, can perish only among 
the last expiring embers of the English Constitution [loud and repeated 
cheers]. But, slavery, how can we picture to ourselves ?^Scenes such 
as in this land eye hath not seen, and such as it hath not entered into 
the heart of freemen but most imperfectly to conceive ! We cannot 
generalise^we must lake a single instance. Place the English peasant 
ia his cottage; surround him, like the negro, if you will, with every com- 
fort which a better climate and the interested care of a calculating 
master can afford ; surround him with his family. He looks at his wife, 
the partner only of his bondage ; her back, perhaps, striped with the 
lash, her wrists galled with the fetters, and on her shoulder the burning 
brand which marks her as the chattel of another — Subject, like him- 
self to the cruel caprice of a slave driver, to all ihe violence which unre- 
strained and irresponsible power never fails to engender in the human 
mind; subject, perhaps, to worse— to the delicate partialities of her 
taskmaster! And these are the domestic re Dec tions of a slave, until 
the crack of the thong calls him to labour, and tells him that reflection is 
not for the slave. — He looks at his children ; not the hope and pride of 
his afteclions, but children born Only to receive from him, and drink to 
the dregs the hitter cup of hereditary degradation— to inherit from him 
the hateful and hooeless portion of the brand, aud the chain, and the 
eart-whip^ — ^A family whom he may love, but whom he can neither che- 
rish nor defend— and this is the condition of 800,000 British subjects 
[cheering]. It is said that slaves have no feelings to be wounded by 
this. Then a thousand times cursed he the system which has extin- 
guished such feeling within them ! But of this even slasery is not 
guilty. No ; the poor slave can feel as a man, and has feelings which 
would often put those of more cultivated minds to shame," 

' As the stern captive spurns his iron load. 

And asks the image back that Heav'n bestowed. 

Proud in his eye the fire of nature burns. 

And, as the Blaye departs, the Man returns !' [hear, hear !] 
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1 would thatthoH wfaiideny to Uie pooralavea jiarUdpation iu feelings 
likt our oiTD, who liliei llie justice of creating Froviilenoe, %ud would 
oaanel the chatter by wliicii God has given feeling and soul to universal 
man^l would that they had but heard the teBtimony on that point, &■ 
Idi<t, of a slave tnaEter, but one of the kiiideet of humaa beings, a gen- 
tleman who resided long on hia property at St. Viocent's. He (old at, 
tlint after a few years' residence tliere, fiadiog; that the village in wbieh 
his gang lived was unhealthy, and incommodious, he looked about for 
some better spot to build habitations upon for them. He fixed upon one 
with all ihe advantages that situation and good air. and, the inestimable 
blessing there, of good water, could give them, and he employed the 
gang to collect materials for building. One day, as he was superin- 
tending his preparations, one of the gang advanced to him as spokes- 
man, and begged he would be kind enough to say what he was 
making those preparations for. He pointed out the advantages ofthe 
scile on which they stood, and told them he meant to remove them from 
llie unhealthy swamp in which they were living. Suddenly a strange 
«nd universal groan burst fram the gang. Divers slaves came up lo 
bun in attitudes of sorrow and supplication. They pointed to their vil- 
lage. One said, ' Under that tree lies the body of a child 1 lost in its in- 
iancy.' Another, 'There are buried my parents.' A third 'in that 
idllage I lived with my wife ; 1 lost her. Do not remove us from that 
■pot.' let Him who alone can try the hearts of man Judge betworai 
such feelings and those of the majority cf the men in whose hands the 
mortal destinies of these poor creatures are placed ; between such feel- 
ings and those of the Legislatures of Barbadoes and Jamaica [hear, 
hear, hear !]. Why, then, driven to their last hold, the planters take re- 
fuge in the very citadel of their cause. They ask us, ' Have we not at 
least an interest in the health of our labourers ? And can their health 
be better secured than by kind treatment? Would any man who values 
his property abuse or overwork or starve his farm-horse ?'— Let us for 
a moment subdue the sentiments of disgust and indignation that spring 
up to meet such a question ; let us forgetevery claim of right and reason 
and immortal soul ; grant that man is justly given to his fellow man na 
a beast of burthen and of toil ; and grant that the driver has the same 
interest and no passions — neidier of which, I apprehend, is true ;— -then 
I turn from the case of the slave of the farm and of the household, to a 
worse state than either— the jobbing slaves ; a class whom it is always 
the business of the planters to keep out of eight in these discussions; 
slaves kept by masters who have no land, to let out on jobs to those 
who have. And I then say that, whatever is the interest of him who 
works the poor horse in the mill to his last expiring sob, the same pre- 
cisely is the interest of the master of this jobbing gang. And who la to 
provide for the jobbing slave, when old age or hopeless infirmity has 
closed for ever the account of profit between his master and himself? 
But I turn willingly from these subjects, to one which may well inspire 
us with hope and confidence in the good work to which we have setour 
hands. Let us look back to the Slave Trade debates. It is cheering, 
at least it is consolatory to see that the self-same opposition was raised, 
and nearly the self-same arguments, against the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, until the very hour when the slave ship went down with the bloody 
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flag Gtill flying, went down amidst the cheers of a triumphant majority 
in Parliament, and a sympathising people ; the Slave Trade, now named 
only among the foul crimcB against which the laws of llie land have vin- 
dicated those of God and of nature, by declaring them felony by statute. 
The Slave Trade finds no one bold enough now to defend even iu me- 
mory. And yet, when we hear the Slave Trade reprobated, and slavery 
defended by the same persons, I must own I thinlt the Slave Trade un- 
fairly treated. The abuse of defunct Slave Trade is a cheap price for 
the abettor of living slavery to pay by way of compromise. But we 
cannot allow the Colonial party on these terms to cry truce with us, by 
sligraatisiog the Slave Trade. There is not one general principle on 
which the Slave Trade is to be stigmatised, which does not impeach 
slavery itself. If Slave Trade is spoliation, the liberty ofthe man is the 
spoil, and his fellow man loses his title to the possession. If slavery is 
more to be authorised on one account than any other, it is because it 
perpetuates, and always must, a Contraband Slave Trade. The Slave 
Trade abolition is incomplete, rapine and murder are still carried on, 
and by English hands too, upon the defenceless shores of Africa, and 
(he murderous horrors of the middle passage still abound, and must 
abound, while slavery exists. It is with you, it is with the people of 
England, now to urge Parliament on to its duty. Great objects are in 
preparation for next Session. But we must look to your Petitions for 
support. You have in yourcause the gigantic powers of Mr. Brougham, the 
fascinating eloquence of Sir J. Mackintosh, the indefatigable activity and 
knowledge of Mr. Buxton and Dr. Lushington, and you have the 
veteran and honest zeal of Mr. William Smith. 1 n ' ' ' 
invaluable assistance out of Parliament, of one of the 
supporters of this great cause, whose name, I trust, \ 
with as a Vice President; but it would be the won 
of me to speak of him while his son (Mr. Stephen) is at my left hand 
[hear, hear 1] I may however speak ; how can we here be silent? on the 
venerable and glorious example of his immortal kinsman, Mr. Wilber- 
force. May the calm evening of his pure and illustrious life be cheered 
and made truly happy by meeting the final consummation of the great 
cause with which it is identified [cheers]. I glory in the position in 
which you have just placed me in this society. I only feel shame in the 
length of time 1 have trespassed upon you. Yet let me implore in the 
name of your country, because of freedom, — in the name of Justice and 
of Right, because of freedom, — in the name of Rehgion, — of thai Being 
' whose serviae' at least ' is perfect freedom,' never to relax your efforts 
until they shall have obtained peace for Africa, liberty forthose hundreds 
of thousands of fellow subjecis, who are unrepresented here but by 
your sympathy, — and, though long delayed, the unspeakable glory for 
your native land, of leading the way before the Old Naiisns at least 
of the earth (some parts of the New World have set us a noble exam- 
ple), in that great blessing for the whole of mankind, the full and entire 
abolition of Slavery.— {This address was received throughout with great 
applause, which lasted for some time after ils conclusion. j 

On Wednesday, February 1, a Public Meeting for the same purpose 
was held at EDINBURGH, the E*rl of Rosebuhry in the Chair. 
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Daring the meeting a slight opposition was atLempted, but wtieii mi op- 
portunity was offered lo the opponent to speak, he slunk away. We 
give the speech at' HEuay Cockboen, Esq. Advocate, who aadressed 
the Noble Chairman us follows. 

Henry CoCKBURN.Esq. Advocate: " My Lord. I hold in my hand a 
Petition, which I propose lo submit to this meeting, as proper to be 
sdopted : and after what you have heard, I have little more than to say, 
that *it enibodies the Resolutions which have now been passed; und 
thatlrom the bottom of my heart, 1 do most sincerely approve of all that 
this Society has done — of all that it is now doing — and of the great work 
-which I trust it is yet destined to accomplish [applause]. The fact is, 
my I/jrd, that we have now come to that stage in the history of this 
^great question at which all doubts as to its material features are re- 
moved. I don't say that we have come to the time at which the railer 
is to be silent, or the selfish man is to avow that he is confuted ; but I 
do say that we are come to that stage in which no person, without 
plEunly professing to resign his understanding;, can say, ' I am Btlll a 
mend of Slavery" [immense applause]. About a year or two ago, 
his Majesty's Government required the Colonial Authorities to send 
to Parliament a statement of what they bad done for the amelioration of 
their slaves. They have sent that statement; and we now see, under 
their own hand-writing, how true their former statements were — and, if 
we only know them by Iheir own accounts, we should judge more can- 
didly of them. We have it on the official reports of the Local authori- 
ties in the West Indies themselves; and the essence of these reports is 
to be found in a book lately published, the name of which you will all 
observe, for I beg you will all read it for yourselves : it is entitled, ' A 
Picture of Negro Slavery, drawn by the Colonists themselves.' This 
pamphlet any body may read in the course of about .two hours; it con- 
sists of about 150 pages, of which 1 should suppose, upon a guess, not 
twenty of Ihem are written by any person hut the colonists themselves. 
Tbese pages contain the evidence by (he West Indian planters, why 
Great Britain should no more interfere. These pages contain ths 
proofs that ihey are going on perfectly well. Now, my Lord, if there 
be one person in this room, who has not yet read every page of that 
terrible record, that person has not done — not what charity asks — but 
what justice demands tn behalf of the family of man [applause]. Since 
the commencement of the long annals of human atrocity, I don't be- 
lieve that such a picture ever met the human eye. There was an old 
Italian poet, who had passed through many personal sufferings, and 
lived in the most troublous era of his country's history, who was pos- 
sessed of a fertile and gloomy imagination, and who, with the pen of 
fiction, sat down to embody in words all the terrible conceptions of his 
soul. This was a cause to eiihausl his genius by supposing his enemies 
and human criminals placed in an aerial region of his own making, and 
in assigning to them all the dreadful punishments, all (he terrible em- 
ployments, by which he thought that guilt ought to be visited. It has 
' always been imputed to that genius, that ii is in some degree ahsurd, 
by the eirtruvagance of his fictitious wretchedness. — Gentlemen, I as- 
sure you, upon my personal authority — for i have read the book — that 
all the horrors of" the dark fancy of Dante are exceeded by ihe actual 



I 



02 

liOrrorB tvhidi paes every day in our on'n Ulands upon those wtiom we 
bave torn from their Rountry to put them there, protected by what vre 
coU our laws — shielded by what we term the charity of our religion — 
s|>rung from the same origin with ourselves— partakers of the same 
commou natrire — destined to the same immortality [great applause]. 
I repeat, that if there be a person here who has not read that terrible' 
and affectidg record, let him go home, and let him not stay till he has 

Sot and read it. I repeat the title again. 'A Picture of Negro Slavery, 
rawn hy the Colonists them selves,'^ what, in this presence, 1 could 
not read one word of; and 1 know that the hardest heart I address, 
cannot read one p^e of it without leeling that heart to beat quick; 
that ere he reads another, his blood will grow cold ; and that he wUJ 
shut the book at last, astonished and confounded at the atrocities which 
he, by bis silence and apathy, should be the means of committing upon 
those jiersons [applause]. And I trast that no squeamish delicacy will 
prevent any man or woman who Iwars me going through from the be- 
ginning to the end of it — you will not spare yourselves the horror and 
laccralioa of heart, the sickness which its disgusting details inspire — 

fo on to the end — and then refuse to sign this petition if you can 
cheers]. The fact is, that contemplating what the colonists themselves 
have told us is the improved condition of their slaves, it is to my mind 
one of the most humiliating pictures of the weakness of our nature tliat 
we can speak or hear ao coolly of such a subject. We are living in the 
midst of our personal and domestic comforts; we rise in the morning, 
and the sun sbiues on our employments ; we close the day in the midst 
of OUT pleasures, our business and our families. But we consider not 
during these last twenty-four hours, how many of these slaves have 
sudered all that tyranny can iufiict— all that humanity can endure. We 
tbiuk that because we attend a casual meeting, and sign our name to a 
petition, wc have done enough; aod we do no more. And yet we 
meet every day with the most sensible and amiable persons, possessed 
of what is called a good heart ; — ask them to think of this matter, ask 
them to come here, — they shake tlieir heads, look g^ve, and give a few 
sighs for the sufferings of humanity; but they tell us, that they do not 
like to interfere,— they return to their own selfish pleasures, wrapt up in 
the complacency of their own minds ; though we tell them that we 
want no more than the expression of their voice, and that by iheir si- 
lence they are increasing the miseries of iheir fellow-creatures [applause]. 
Adam Smith, that most accurate analyser of our moral sympathies, puts 
this case : — Suppose a man, of what we reckon generous enough feel- 
ing, has some little ailment of his own^some scratch about llie edge of 
his nail^he is as wretched as he can be ; and he talks and thinks of 
nothing else but his scratched nail. Suppose a person were to meet 
this man, and to tell him, that certain news had been received that the 
whole empire of China had been swallowed up by a wave, and that three 
hundred millions of bis fellow -creatures had in a moment ceased to 
live— what does he do ? The case the learned Doctor has put with a 
perfect knowledge of, but wiih a sewre sarcasm on, our nature. — He 
will uUer some well turaed period on the precariousuess of mortal hfe — 
look sad for a little — walk to the end of the division of « street, and 
then letum to his nail [laiightcr}. Many of us eiihibit io out conduct 
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Ktiie fancied case put by this profound pliilosopher. Here are \te, au 
■ iuembly met for tlie mitigation and gradual abolition of Slavery ; and 
net, not witb standing the acknowledged benevolence of our designs, and 
Bnolnilhs tending the respectability of tliis Meeting, we cannot muster as 
K* society, more tlian five liuadred contributors, to the extent of five 
Baliillings a year. But even with that small sum, what ioslructioD has 
^not been poured upon the miada of these poor benighted creatures I 
I 'What shocks have not beea given to that system of tyranny by whioh 
I Aey are oppressed ! The mite multiplied becomes a treasure ; and if 
' these mites were pouted in from one end of the islaad to the other, how 
many thousands might we not save from the worst of possible degrada- 
^ (ions! Why, then, IS it witliheld? The truth is, it is the magnitude 
^ and enormity of the evil which prevents us from seeing it. If it was only a 

re of individual suffering, how easily would our sympatliies be roused 
ill for we could then hear every groan, and see every tear, and 
I Inark the quivering of every muscle in our fellow-sufferer. It is when 
I Ve can follow him through his whole tale of family sufferings, that our 
L sympathies become fluttered, and we are all humanity. But, when we 
I Kttempt to describe the wretchedness endured in distant islands of the 
I ftcean, and talk of hundreds, or thousands, ormilUoos of sufferers; then 
: imagination is bafSed by the conception, and we fall back on the 
[ generality of our nature, and repose in thought upon the coatinnauce 
[ of this evil, as we do upon the continuance of some of those evils in the 
t iDoral and natural universe, which we cannot account for, and which we 
, know man cannot remove. But could we only see the real circvmstances 
I *>f a single slave for a single day — 1 cannot tell jou of them — how dif- 
ferent would be our sensations! Imagination cannot conceive, nor 
I words express, what these sufferings are — where evei^ principle of hu- 
I inan nature is subverted — where all the extremity of distress is suffered 
that man can bear, and all the extremity of insolence which power and 
selfisbness can inflict or man sustain — where there is life without the 
liberty of making the free use of their own limbs — labour without pro- 
perW — families without lawful relations — wrongs without redress — 
piinishinent without guilt — minds in which memory can remember no 
early education, fancy anticipate no era of repose [murmurs of ap- 
plause].— And yet, with all this, we are cold to the prosperity of this 
Society ; and if our funds were allowed to become exhausted, in the 
Dext year, as they were in the last, and if our Petition shall be allowed 
to go forth without the great and united voice of this nlace, every ob- 
servation made wilt apply to every individual who shall be conscious 
that he has not done what in him lies to forward the objects of that 
Petition. I know that is a common sentiment among many — and it is 
a very dangerous one, for it encourages apathy — that we ought not to 
exert ourselves, for we cannot siicceed. Many say, ' What can we do? 
This system has lasted a hundred years, and Government has done all 
that is requisite without our interference; we need not disturb our- 
seWes, for we cannot succeed,' My Lord, I have no more doubt of the 
ultimate success of this measure, than I have of any future moral good. 
There is nothing 1 anticipate more conlidently in this earth, than thai 
the West Indian Islands will yet become the abode, not merely of the 
English language, but of the principles of the English Government, and 
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of English justice, and also of the priociples of the Christian Religion 
[applause]. These islands, favoured with all the bounties of nature, 
have hitherto been cursed only by the selfishness of man. I will say, 
that though we were assured we could not succeed, that should not 
abate oue jot our holy ardour in this sacred cause. Success is not to 
be commanded by men, hut, speaking in a certain sense, all is in the 
power of man while he governs the ivorld. We ought never lo fail in 
using those means by which success may most probably be obtained. 
Had mnnkind always despaired in this manner, where would have been 
the Reformation ? Wbere the English Revolution [cheers]? Or where 
the Redemption of this country from the persecution, which Scotland 
endured a hundred and fifty years ago ^immense applause] ? We should 
remember, that even if we fail, there is an elevation of senCimenl — an 
independence of character — a consciousness of the desire of usefulness, 
which renders failure in such a cause a greater delight than ordinary 
success without a struggle, and for a useless end [applause]. Let, 
therefore, no man imagine he does his duty when he sits down at home, 
with his hands folded before him, and says, there is a place hemmed in 
from the regions of the earth by a circle of wretchedness, whose people 
donot bear the same colotti with us, — Aey apeak not the same Ian gnage, 
tk^seisalitde interfiision of water between us, we do not hear their 
groans, — we will not attend to them. Let it be remembered, it is only 
the person who does his duly, that can look the sun in the face, and say, 
this is not my doing. There is nothing so important in moral life, as 
to connect great principles with great causes ; and there is nothing so 
utterly heartless and contemptible, as the mjnd of that creature, who, 
wrapt up in his own ease, exclaims, ' I won't succeed ; and therefore I 
won't exert myself.' " 

The Learned Gentleman concluded his address amid loud and con- 
tinued plaudits. 



Subjoined is a specimen of the disgusting advertisements which con- 
tinue to occupy a large portion of every weekly Royal Gazette from the 
Island of Jamaica. If the enormities here exhibited had been sooner 
held up to the view of the British public ; that vile system of slavery, 
which still perpetuates them without blushing, would not now pollute 
any territory subject to the British crown. We will not cease to call 
the attention of our countrymen to these abominations, so long as they 
are suffered to exist. Here are human beings, whom in their own per- 
sons, or in the persons of their parents, British subjects kidnapped or 
bribed others to kidnap in Africa, — bought and sold like cattle and other 
chattels, without regard to family ties, in countries absolutely dependent 
upon Great Britain for protection, and pecuharly favoured by her com- 
mercial code, and that to the prejudice of other dependencies where such 
atrocities are unknown. Here are human beings seized and sold in 
execution for their master's ^debts : — others, whether freemen or slaves, 
apprehended and committed to the nearest workhouse, only because their 
complexion is dark; and, if unable to produce documents of freedom 

which may have been stolen from them, and not claimed by any owner, 

sold after a while to pay the expenses of their committal and confine- 
ment! Read these advertisements, British labourers — free though 




poor, and blntb for ihose who tell you that theie ilave* are better otf 
than yoa. Blush for those who tell you in the face of these documeota, 
not branded and cruelly mangled ! 
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Royal Jamaica Gazette, Dec. 10, 1825. 
Portland, Dec, 6, 1823. 
Notice is hereby given, that on Tuesday the 20lh day of the present 
month, between tlie hours of ten and twelve o'clock in the forenoon, I 
shall set up to Public Sale, at the Court House of this Pariah, a Sailor 
Negro Slave, named William Drummond, distrained onforlaxes^ 
arrears of taxes against Arthur R. Jones Esq. John Steel, C. C. 
St. Andrews, Dec. 9, 1825. 
Take Notice, that on Monday the 1 y th day of Dec. next, I shall put 
up to Public Sale, at the City Tavern, Kingston, between the hours of 
ten and twelve in the forenoon, a Field Negro Man William, levied on 
Jbr taxes due by Mr. George Rickard, Mount Elizabeth. 

Caleb M. I,ittlejobn, C. C. 
St. George's Workhouse, Oct. 19, 1825. 
Notice is hereby given, that unless the undermentioned Slave is taken 
out of this Workhouse prior to Monday the 19th day of December next, 
he will on that day, between the hours of ten and twelve o'clock in the 
forenoon, be put up to Public Sale, and sold to the highest and beat 
bidder, at the Court House, Buff Bay, agreeably to the Workhooie law 
now in farce, /or payment of his fees : 

Thomas alias John Reynolds, a Moco, 5 feet 5 inches, marked 
B E on the right, and R S on the left shoulder, country marks on tem- 
ples, to John Reynolds, Esq. Pimento Grove, St. Thomas in the Vale. 
July 18. — Ordered, That the above be published in the newspapers 
appointed by lav, for eight weeks. 
By order of t 
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Rowley, a Creole negro man, 5 fee 

E O on the breasts, and mark not ph 



of an old s 



n the 



nissioners, 

Henhy Burgess, Sup. 
\aica Gazette, Dve. 31, 1825. 

SEHTERS, 

!, Dec. 29, 1825. 

5J inches, marked apparently 

on the shoulders ; has a mark 

outer part of his left leg, and the second toe of 

George W. Strupan, Esq. Vine Yard Pen, in 



his right foot is lost; I 
this parish. — Oct. 6. 

William, alias William Allbelly, a Nago, 5 feet 7J inches, 
marked apparently DBD on left shoulder; has country marks on his 
back and stomach, also lick marks on his back, and his teeth are iiled ; 
to New Castle Plantation, St. David's.— Nov. 23. 

Hardany, a Creole boy, 5 feet 1 J inch, has a small scar on his left 
cheek, bhster marks on his back, pouting lips, and speaks thick; to 
Mr. Davis, tinsmith, Kingston. — Dec. 22, 

Htslop Lawbencb, a Chamba, 5 feet 8 inches, has lost some of 
hia lower front teeth, scars on shin of his left leg, which is swoln. 
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marked not plain, apparenlty on both shoQldere, is rather elderly ; to 
Mount-Rose Pen, St. Mary's.— Dec. 23. 

Gift, a Creole, 5 feel Sinches, two of her upper front teeth nre de- 
cayed, and marks of flogging on her back ; to Kobertsfield Plantation, 
Port Royal Mountains. — Dec, 24. 

Maria, a Creole, 4 feet 1 1 inches, has a mark of a cut on her fore- 
head, lost the use of her right aide ; says ahe formerly belonged to Dr. 
Alvarenga, who sold her to a Mrs. Benjamin, a person of colour, Har- 
bour Street, Kingston.— Dec. 29. 

In Spanish Town Workhouse, Dec. 9, 1825. 

Sarah, a Coromantee, 4 feet 10^ inches, marked 1 B on shoulders, 
prominent lips, lost the second and third toes of her left fool, and also 
one of her lower front teeth; to Mr. John Bryson, Clarendon. — Nov. 28. 

James, or Jambs Williams, a Creole, 5 feet 3 inches, marked 
W R in one, on differeat parts of his shoulders, a part of the second 
and fifth toes of his left foot are lost, and has a large scar on the left 
side of his head; to one Robert Henry, Kings to n.^Dec. 10. 

In St. Ann's Workhoose, Dec. 21, 1825. 
Andrew Biggs, a Mundingo, says he is free, but cannot shew any 
document ; that he was formerly a pioneer, and was attached to the 
33d regiment, stationed at Falmouth. 

STRAYS.— In St. Catherine's Pound, Dec. 24, 1825. 

Oct. 10. — Light Bay Mare, no brand mark, long- tail, hiud feet white. 

Nov. 23. — Bay Stone Mule, marked N on near side and S on oft' side. 

Not. 25. — Light Bay he Mule, long tail, marked R od near side, and 

two spots on the back. Donald M' Bean. P. K. 

In St. Andrew's Pound, Dec. 29, 1825. 

Dec. 16, — Black and White Cow, marked apparently I Y W, sent in 
byJ.P. Tardiff. 

Dec. 22.»-Brown she Mule, hogged mane, docked tail, sore back ; 
sent in by D. Sutherland. ■ Caleb Blades. P. 



Thii, and ail other publuativni qf the Society, inay be hnd at their effct 
IB, Aldermanbvnj ; or at Me»sra. Hatchards, 187, Piccadilty, and Arch's, ComAiJI. 
They may alio he procured, thravgh my bimkitellcT, or al the depots nf the Anti- 
Blmery Soeiely throughout tht kingdom. 
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TbB " Anti-Slavery Monihlv Reporter" will be rondy for delivery on Ihe 
bst day of every month. Copiej will be forwarded, rI the request of any Anti- 
Slavery Society, at Ihe ralo of four Bhillings per hundred, when not exoaeding 
half a sheet, nod in proportion when it exceeds that quantity. All persons wisb- 
■Dg to receives reR u la r supply are requested la mutie applicatiou to IheSecretaty, 
at the Socjely's otiice, No. 18, Alderman bury, and mention Ihe couvcyance by 
Trhich they may be moEt cunveniently aent. 



PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES IN PARLIAMENT ON THE 
SUBJECT OF SLAVERY. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, March 1, 1836. 

Mr. F. Buxton rose, pursuant In notice, to present the pelition froiji the in>- 
habitants of Ihe Metropolis, far the Abolition of Slavery in the Colonies, It 
was more numerously siRned than any pelKion that had ever before been pre- 
ientedtothe House. The number of signatures vcaa 72,000. Following Ihe 
pelilions already preseated that evening fironi nauy other populous and enlight- 
ened places, it pruved beyond alldoubt, the great and lively iuIcresKaJieDby the 
public with regard to thU question. He, therefore, should avail himself of this 
opporlunily to ask the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Canning) vehat was thecouiae 
liiB M^esly's Government inteuded to pursue as to Ihe onieliorallon of Ihe coodi' 
tioD of Ihe slave population In the Colonies ? He would noE enter iuto Ihe general 
argament of theqaestton, but he would sinte the precise position in which, at this 
momeuC, it stood. In legs, his Majesty's Government said that it was a ques- 
tifin of such vast importance, and of such extreme delicacy, Ihst they desired 
to have it placed In Ibeir hands, I'bose by whom it had been brought forward 
consented to the proposition, aud It was accordingly transferred to the care of 
Government. On that occasion the Right Hon. Genllemao stated his opinions 
Tery fully regarding the general qneslion of Slavery, and he (Mr. Buiton) hav- 
ing since attentively and ddi berate! y considered the Bight ,Hon. Gentlemsn'a 
speech, could End no material distinction between his views and those of the 
original promoters of the discussion. The Ri^t Hon. Gentleman was far from 
attempting to justify the existence of slavery as a desirable or even tolerabta 
stale of society ; and he had admitted tiiat the principles of the Christian Reli. 
g;ioo and the spirit of the British Constitution were equally favourable to the 
extension of freedom to all who lived under their iuQuence and proteotion. The 
Right Hon. Gentleman was a decided advocate of the gradual extinction i^ 
wlut he treated as an unqueslionable evil. He would not trouble the Hqdbs by 
'reading at length the resulutions with which Ihe Right Hon. Genlleman, on that 
occasion, concluded his speech. It was enough lo say, that their purport was 
clearly t« pledge the House to an umelioralion of Slavery so effectuaj, as to lead 
to a participation, on Ihe part of the Negroes, inuJI tliuse civil rights and privi- 
leges which the rest of the King's subjects enjoyed ; in other Words, lo Ihe final 
and complete abolition of Slavery, In pursuance of these resolutions, hia Ma- 
jesty's Guvernmenl had framed an Order in Council, which they intended to 
bring inio operation in those ColoniM which were immediately under Ihe autho- 
rity of the Crown, and Id recommend lo the Colonies having Legislatures of 
tbakow&iat IbebagiiofthHr legislalionfot IheSlave Populaliou. ThatOnler 
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in ConDcil, though defective in tome mitterial reapecla, et^rtainl;' contained 
many excelleat regulations. It provided, Ihut Negro evidence eliauld, under 
ccTtaiu realrictionB, be admissible in Uie Courts a( Law ; the nianiagefl ot tht 
slaves wern legaHred ; the obslacks iq tbe way dT manuiniBiiiDn were removed ; 
the use of the whip, as tlie badi;e of authority and the stimulus to labour, wae 
prohibited, and, as regarded the puuishmeDt of females, entirely abolished ; pro- 
vision wns made for eventually putting an end to the pracli« of Sunday mar- 
keta, and Sunday labour; the property of ibe Negro was proleeled ; and he naa 
empowered to apply the property be mi^bl pOBsefls io purthasing either bis own 
redemption, ot that of his immediate relations. On the diecuasion in 1823, to 
nbich he bad referred, nil parlies seemed to be agreeif iu principle. The uuly 
quesUoanas, bow could Ibe new system be brought, ia tbe sooaest and safest 
laaaner, into practice ? No doubt was expressed by the Hon. Gentlemen eoa- 
Bccted with the West India interest as to the cordial co-operalion of tbe Colonial 
Assemblies. Tbe Rigbl HuDuurable Gentleman, however, foreseeing, as it 
now appeared, the true nature of the obstructions to be apprehended, had de- 
clared tb^t, if his Majesty's Government encountered any opposilion partaking 
of the nature nf contumacy, he would call on Parliament to perform its duty 
towards the Negroes, and exercise its power to compel the melioration of their 
condition. The principles on which that melioration was to proceed were laid 
down iu the Order in Council. Nothing could he more unequivocal than what 
was required from the West India Colunista; nor could any tbing be moie 
unequivocal than the utter refusal, on their part, to carry into execution tho 
proposed measures for the benefit of their slaves. He was ausious to avoid 
the eicilemeot of feeling ; and he «ould, therefore, only slflle the bare facts 
of the case. Geoerally speaking, ba might say that very little indeed had 
been done. In Tobago, the Legislature had certainly done sometbiiig. They 
bad altered the law of evidence, so as to admit the evidence of slaves against 
free persona in cases of murder and mayhem alone, and that underrigid restrio' 
tione ; Ibey bad changed the market day from Sunday to Thursday ; tbey had 
reduced the discretionary power of the master from 39 to 20 lashes i they had 
enlar)ied the number of days allowed tbe slaves for tbeir own grounds ; and they 
bad protected the slaves' property. In the Babamaa Ibcy had pailiajly legalized 
mamage, and forbidden the separation of families by judicial sale. In Barba- 
does they had partially admillrd the evidenee of slaves against free persons. 
These he believed were all the improvements which bad taken place. But even 
Ibese scanty concessions liad been accompanied with the re-enactment ot the 
worst features of the old system. Hifl Majesty's Government, therefore, were 
obliged to withhold their assent from even the acts which contained tlieae pnrlial 
Bmendmenta. To this extent the Colooista had carried their attempts Id metioraie 
the condition of Ibe ir slaves. Tbe House would see, by the contrast, how little 
they had attempted. They had not abolished the driving system, or tho flogging 
»f females ; they had not regulaled the use of the whip, except in the instances 
mentioned, or mitigated the arbitrary power of the roaster, or legalised the mar- 
riages of tbe negroes, or protected their property, or prevented them from being 
■old separately from their families. They bad not in any case given to the slava 
the power of redeeming himself. In Jamaica, two very insignificant acts had 
been passed, which were falculaled to give some incidenlal advantages to |he 
Negro, tbongb, undoubtedly, the polilive and direct advantages bekiDged wholly 
to tbe master. Nothing else had been done in ibat Colony, nor, as far as he 
ftnew, in any of the other Colonie<t having local legislalarea, to carry into effect 
the recorded wiahes of tbe House. The conclusion be drew was, that it was 
only vritliid the walls of Ihat House they could expect to see any measures ea- 
acted, tending to the Abolition of Slavery. Tbe fact was manifest, that either 
the House must renounce their pledge to tbe public in behalf of tbe Negro, or 
St once take the qncslion into their own bands. He was aniioua to say nothing 
^at could !(ive ofience to any party ; but it was his duty broadly to declare, that 
~ his deliberate and confirmed conviction, that tbe House most do the w ' 
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altogether abandoned. He would now conclude 
extract from a speech of the Right Hon. Gentleman <Mr. Canning), 
e eloquently explained his sentiments on the subject tbsn he could 
hem. The eloquence of tbe passage, however, waa its least praise, 
spirit by which it was dictated entitled it parliciilarly lo the pre- 
of the House, who would lind that every npprebensjon expressed 
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..iiuriutiMicr^ been tesMxed: — "TrustnotlUe maalers of bIitmIq 
iWhat conccrna legislation for elnvpry ! Hawevar specious tlieir laws may ap. 
— -IT, depend upon it tliEf must be Jneffectual Ih tlieir applicnljun. It is in tlic 
nature ul thinga that [he; should be so. Let Iben the British House of Conn- 
mans do their part thetnselVFB ! Let them not delegate the trust of doing It (o 
.thode who cannot exqtale thnt trust fairly. I^t the evil be remedied by an 
■wenibly of Freeincn, by the Government nf a free people, and oat by the mai- 
ten of slaves I" 
. ThaPetilion was then brought up, and ordered to be read. 

Mr. Canking expressed a wish thai the Petition should be read through fully. 

The. Petition vas then read tlirough aceotdingly. 

On the question Itet tbe Petition do lie on the table, 

Mr. Cahnino rose to addtau (he House, und apoketo the following effect : — 
Sir, before I answer the call made upon me by the Hon. Gentleman, 1 muit 
refer briefly lo the contents of the petiUon niiich he baa selected as best calcn- 
lated to afford him the opporiunit}- ofmakiNK t^"' ca" i because, I presume, he 
considered it lo embody, in tl^e most effective shape, the sentiments in which be 
|iBrUc:ipates.* I was desirous, therefore, to hear il read, in the hope, which hat 
been realized, lliat I might be able la express my unequivocal agreeuient in its 
pnijier. 1 perfectly concur in applauding the uneitepliou able terms in which 
the whole a! tbe pelitinn is couciied. and (he propriety and moderation in which 
il suggests tbe attainment of its object, by Ibe most safe and practicable means, 
Jn order to recall, as perfeclly rs possible, to the memory of the House, the cir- 
cinmstances in which 1 stand with regard to this question, I will lake Ihe liberty 
to request tbe Clerk to read (he ResoIuUons I moved in 1»23. 1 am particularly 
HDkiaus Ihat the very words should be piesent (o the House, before I answer 
the question of (he Hon. Gentleman, 

The Reiolutians passed by Ihe House, on the motion of Mr. Canning, on tbe 
15th of May, 1823, were then read. 

Mr, Canmnci resumed. I wished not only lo have tbe resnluliona read which 
I had the honour of moving, but the resoluliiin wbioh was origin nlly proposed 1^ 
the Hon. Gentleman himself, nnd by Ihe unanimous voice of the House super- 
aeded by mine, because, BS (he Hon. Gentleman ha.'< referred to what I said, as 
to the eiialenoe of slavery being incompalible vrith the principles of the Hritiab 
Constitution, and the spirit of the Clu'islian Ueligion, I am desirous tbe House 
nhculd understand in what degree 1 agree ivith lhat propoailion, and in what 
degree I dissent from it. Undoubtedly no man can affirm that tbe state ot 
slai etj ia consistent in Ihe abstract with the principles of the British Constitu- 
tion. Still lessisilaccordantwith tlie mild and benignant spirit of Christianily; 
but as the resolution was originally moved by (he Hon. (iendeman, i( was an 
lobvious inference from the statemenl of lhat (ruth, that the incompatibility qf 
.ilavery with those principles, and with that spirit, was of such a nature as to 
.take away Ihe exercise of alldiscretion from Parliament, as to the mode of tq- 
movlng the evil. It was lo be abated at once as an intolerable nuisance. Gra- 
dual means were discarded as unhlted for the occasion, and the whole system of 
slavery was to be dei^lroyed by the general toice of tbe community, as a slate 
of things which Religion could not endure, nor tbe Constitution solfer one houi 
longer to exist. I am exceedingly unwilling to discuss the principles of religion 
in a place where religion ought rather to be referred to, tuna directly brought: 
.intodebate. But I mustsay, lhat though (he spirit of Christianity, in tbecourae 
of ages, gradually extirpated tlie slavery it found every where prevailing, yet, 
1 believe tbe precepl is no where to be found, which proscribes it as absolutely 
unlawful. In vdrious counlrieg it conaisled vtitb that state, and never, by its 
early teachers, waa declared to be essentially incompatible with it. If, there- 
fore, the proposition meana any thing beyond an eipreaaion of religioua feeling, 
it is not true. In all ages of tbe world, the spirit of (he Christian Kelig^on had 
tended towards Ihe extinclion of the evil, hy slow steps indeed, but with un- 
erring certainty. So with regard totheBiitieh Constitution ; if it be contended 
that slavery cannot co.exist with it in auy pari of the King's dominions, the 
proposition is undoubtedly untrue; but it surely ia not untrue that the freest 
Fariiament of the freest country in tbe world hna knowingly, and with its eyes 
open, tolerated in parts of its dominions Ihe exialence of slavery, more or leia 

• See for the petition in fiueslion, Ihe Anti-Slavery Monthly Beportfr, No. VII. 
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modifled, and for more than b century conDleoanced and enooaraged Ihe naia- 
teaaDce of that condilion. DoJ therefure contend, that ft is not onr duty to 
nako those changes, whichare coDfonnablp both nitb the spirit of our religion, 
■ and the principles of our CouStilalion ? Certainly not. Tlie dilTerenee between 
the resolution movnd by the Hon. Genllcman, aad that by which it nBa BDper- 
B^ded, was, that his altoired no pause, aod admitted of no qualification. The 
resolutions adopted by the Honae, oa the contrary, recommended Eradual mea- 
sures, • and did not propose, by setting up a principle, to overthrow at a blow 
a system which Religion has tolerated, and the CoDstitntion has permitted to 
grow up under its protection. If the conduct of his Majesty's Government be 
jud|j;ed with reference to the resolutions nnaniniously passed by the House, and 
not by the spirit and tendency of the resolotiun which was snpeneded by them, 
I hope to satisfy the House, that, going upou the principles iuid down in those 
resolutions, we hare not been unsteady in onr measures, or unmindful of the 
cause to which we stand ptciiged. Those reaolutions were passed in May, 1823. 
Copies of tUem were immediately transmitled to the severnl Colonies in tho 
West Indies, and in the first instance we attempted, by exhortations, to induce 
them to act upon the principles of the resolutions, Icniing to themseli es entirely 
tha mode of action. And I did hope, at that time, that that most desirable re- 
sult would have been attained, and am now ready to admit that I bate been 
disappointed. The following year I had the honour to state to the House the 
•expedient to which Government had resorted on their firiit disappointment. 
That expedient was to embody in an Order in Council those measures which 
appeared most necessary for the refonnation of the negro population. ThiB 
Oiiler in Council was carried into eflect in those Colonies in which the Crown 
had power to act without the concurrence of a local Legislatore.t To the ether 
Coloniea it vras also sent, with an urgent recommendation that its principles and 
forms should he adopted by the acts of their own Legislatures. That recom- 
mendation, the Hon. Gentleman says, has been totally without eSect ; and the 
result shews, he contends, tint Parliament is compeHed to resume the delega- 
tion it had made of its powers to the Government, and take steps of its own, 
for the accomplishment of Us objeet. It is true that 1 did slate, that ifa spirit 
ef contumacy appeared on the part of the Colonies in the shape of a determined 
rosistance to the views of Parliament and the recommendations of Government, 
I would not hesitate to come down to this House, and ask for the powers neces- 
sary to quell the threatened opposition. I do not deny, that 1 meant to imply, 
that if such a case did arise, I would advise that we should enforce what they 
contumaciously resisted. The whiiU que»tioiibfttceen the Hun. Geslleman and me 
'i>, wbelher that case has arisen, and whether it is now necessary that Parliament 
should take back the powers they have intrusted to the hands of Government, 
in order to adopt a new course of a more direct and precipitate nature 7 ThoUffh 
I see much to blanu in the candnct <if Ihe Colexial Legi»lalurei, lam q/' opinion 
thai the case of coHtaraacy haa not arisen. I do not deny that I have seen symp- 
toms which have alarmed me. I do not deny that I have seen indications of a 
spirit, tliat may in time become a spirit of eootumacy ; but I will hope to the 
last ; I will carry my forbearance longer, perhaps, than reasonably I ought, 
before I precipitate a step which necessity only can Juetijy. As to the conduct 
of Oovernment, the points in tlie Order in Council are, 1 nnderstand, on the 
whole, those which the most sanguine fiiends to the abolition of slavery, con- 
sider such as it is most prudent and useful, in tbe first instance, to submit to 
legislation. I liave not heard it intimated that there are any joints which even 
tbe West India iuleresl consider to have been rashly introduced. On the other 
hand, I littve not heard of any material omission tending to the prejudice of tha 

■ It is difficult to account for the view which Mr. Canning has thought proper 
to take of Mr. Buxton's resolution as contrasted with his own. In order to 
■hew how groundless tbe whole of the attempted contrast is, it is only necessary 
totranscribe that resolution. It wbh as follows : — "That the stale of slavery is re- 
pugnant 10 the piiociples of the British Constitution and of the Christian Religion 
and that it ought to Iw fTuifuufl^ abolished throughout the British dominions, 
Miirt as mfcft exliedition in inaj be cmsUlenl icilh a due regtird la the n-cll.bchg 
af the parties concerned." 

( It has in fact been oarried into effect only in one of Ihtse Colonics, Trinidad, 
and partially in another of them, Demarara. 
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■lare. [Mr. BroagUam ilisaenleJ from tbia propositloii.] Wllh reipecl to (he 
regulatioDS recomiaeiidetl ia Ibe Orders in Council, I find, by the latest returui, 
that the recomineDdiition aa to religious instructiou, hns been modified, more at 
less, b; difl'erent colonies ; bat out of tnelve, eight bave taken cognizance of it. 
ReBpectin){ the receiving of slave evidence, seven out of tvcelie have etlbet 
adopted the recomnienilBtion now, or have bed such a regulnlion prevailing. 
On the subject of marriage, I fear that five only have done anything towarda 
forwarding tho recommendHlion. Aa far as regards the security of properly, 
eight have take conniiance of the Order in Council, or had some scoarity before. 
In regard lo man n mission, seven bad cither tho rccommendittion carried into a 
more or less perfect slate before, or have adopted it now. The recommendation 
respecting the separation of slaves from Ihe estates, I am sorry lo aay, only foar 
have adopted ; but to the adoption of tliis recomraendalion, the obatiuctions 
which exist are ratlier of a legal than a moral nature. On the subject of the 
Don -separation of families, only Bve have adopted Ihe reoommendation ; eight 
have Bdojited the recommendation for mitigating the severity of general punish- 
ment ; and, with respect to the corporal punishment of females, I am sorry to 
0ny, the recommendation baa only been listened to by five, although it is by far 
the simplest and Bborteal and cheapest mode by which a disposition could be 
implied of complying vcith the wishes of Parliament, and which I had thought 
there was no one legislatnre could have hesitated to adopt. Of all the cases 
which can be imagined, this is an instance of refusal whicb can be explained 
upon no other ground than a dispositiou to By in the face of Ihe legislature. In 
the only remaining instance, and the most difficult of execution, that of the 
establishnientof Savings Banks, the recommendation has been adopted by two 
only. This is the information which has been received.' The question now 
before the House for discussion between Ihe Hon. Member (Mr. Buxton) and 
myself is, whether the period lias arrived wheo the conduct of the Colonial 
Legislatures has assumed a resistance so obstinate, and a conlumeliousnesa so 
absolute, as to render it necessary for us to abandon the coarse we have already 
pursued, and la stir at Ihe present that great question, npon which, if necessity 
should arise, I shall have no hesitation in expressing my opinions — I mean the 
question uf legislating for our Colonics. I cannot pretend todeuy that the lato 
proceedings in the principal Colonial legislature have filled me with sentiments 
which I do not wish lo espreas. I conftaa, that when I remember Ihe roaoy 
trials which have taken place in that conntry, and the Inalancea in which life 
has been taken away on so small a portion of questionable eridcnce-^when I 
contemplate the result of those trials upon such evidence, and see that in 
Jamaica a bill for the admissibility of slave evidence was thrown out — a mea- 
sure in which the question of human life is concerned — when 1 witness pro- 
ceedings ao sanguinary — bnl t would rather address an imploring voice lo the 
legislature, and entreat them quickly lo wipe away the stain : and from some 
circumstances which have come to my knovrledge, 1 have the greatest hopes 
that, in the next session of the Colonial Legialature, an aclrwill pass to accom- 
plish this object. I am anxious lo give them another chance lor that desirable 
consummation, which we all should rejoice to see take place. I am deairous to 
give space and rest for a fair trial ; bat I am not at variance with the Hon. 
Member (Mr. Bnxton), except as to the qaesliun of degree. If due advantage 
be not taken uf that space and rest which is permitted them, it may then become 
Ihe duly, if not of Parliament to lake out of Ihe hands of Government that trust 
which I borie Ihej' have not unfaithfully cxecnted, at least of Covernmeot to 
call upon the Parliament lo arm them with additional power. It would not be 

* After a most careful eiaminntion of alt the means of Information accessible 
lo tlie public, it does not appear, whatever cogshaHcf the Colonial -legislatures 
may have taken of the above topics, Ihal any of tliem has passed an act for em- 
powering slaves to redeem themselves; or for preventing the sale of slaves de- 
tached from the estate ; or for abolishing the flogging of femalca; ur for esta- 
blishing savings banks. One only appears to have provided for the repose of tbo 
aabbatb ; two for Ihe legalising of marriage, and the restriction of the driving 
whip ; and only three in any degree, and that a very slight one, for the security 
of properly; or far Ihe n on separation of families; or for the mitigation of 




I 



i02 

'Crini; tbp qaafllioD of tbe Hon. OeDlIpmsn, ii i cm not state, tliat during 
..__ .<Gmaiaing iDtecral it is tlie ioteatiuD of the GoTerntaent at humc to take 
such atepi na will bring the ialenlioDS of tbe CDloniaJ Legialature lu a. Tail Iriai 
. — it i« tbe inlentiun of his M^est)|'B Governmcat lo direct Ihe iDtroduclion ofs 
Bill into each of tbe Legislatures in their uext geasioD, embodyiuK the Order in 
Council, BO an to eiiEure the acceptance, r^eclioa, or modilicalmn of tbe recom- 
mendationa »bich it contains. Tbe House will then uuderslaDd there are Ibr^ 
gradationi in tbe course wbich has been pursued, tst. The vote of this House 
was sent to tbe Colouial Legislatures, coupled with the recommendBtion uf the 
Government lo accede to the principles which that vote comprebeaded. That 
having been rr/ii(nf, Ihe Govemment threw out an eDRclment of its own, en- 
forcing those points in which it had the power, and recomniending those others 
in which it did not exercise ila aulboiit;- That hai ing failed, we now propose, 
that a Itill, founded on the jirinciples to which this House hog acceded, should 
be sent lo each Colonial Legialalure ; aod upon that Hill Ibey moiit come to 
some decision, subject to the various modifications which the dilferent ciream- 
Btances of each Cnlanjr may require. I should be therefore Cilremely sorry thM 
the course of eipeiiment should be diaturbed, for t am persuaded that there 
exiats in the Colonies not only much rpaiatance, but misconception. In many 
cases, loo, the.v expect some compensation equivalent to what Uiey consider the 
deleriaratioD of tbeir property. I am at a loss to know what deterioration cb|i 
arise, except by withdrawing the service of their slaves by compulsory mano- 
mission— and their compensation in that case the; woald lind in Ihe appraise- 
ment of Ihe slave so withdrawn from his ownership. But in tbe case of the 
eeneral amelioration of the condition of tbe slave, campensation is not to be 
given [cheers]. Their best compensation they would Gad in tbe increased lalup 
of tbe slave's labour — in his increased happiness and comfort — in bis elevation 
from the condition of a brute to a stale approximating the dignity of man. 
Many of the objectians which now exist may be done away with in time ; the 
experiment is at least worth makiny; j and I should much regret that Parliamcot 
should take any step to intercegll tbe chnnce of a plan, which, if it succeeds, 
will be much more acceptable than any forcible measure ; and if it should fait, 
Parliament would at least have the consolation of not having resorted to the 
ultimate measure until lliey had exhausted all their expcctatiuna of any thing 
being done by the Coluniea themBetves. Coercion must be applied to cnfirmed 
contumacy — bnl that degree of conlumacy has not yet arisen, to call for ile 
exercise. I do confess, I hare seen some symptoma displayed, which the 
Government would much desire to see done away with. But time may render 
an; extraordinary interference unnecessary ; and during the interval which 
Ahall be left for the trial of the experiment, 1 mean to supply an omission, 
vhicb I am at a loss how it could have occurred at the passing of these resolu- 
tions—I mean to propose that these resolutions be communicated to the House 
of Lords, for Iheir concurrence, I have now slated tlie whole amount of «hal 
the Oovernment proposes to do. I trust the House will agree with me in 
thinking that it would be inexpedient to make any atlempl at legialatini; in the 
present session ; but I do so, neither denying tbe abstract power of Parliament, 
or tbe possibility of an occasion arising; for its exercise ; but simply not admit- 
ling that a case has arisen to call for its exercise at the present moment. 

In reply la a question from Air. Brougham, intended to elicit more explicit 
InformalioQ as to the improvements which bad been effected by Ihe Colonial 
iegislalures, Mr. Canning replied with some hesitation, that, he believed that ae 
lo the admissibility of evidence, steps bad been taken for carrying iutu effect 
the recommendations of the Houae, in St. Vincent's, St, Kitta, and Grenada. 
Ou the subject of manumission, only one Legislature bad adopted the recom- 
mendation, Aa to ihe separation of families, and general punishment, Tobago 
and St. Kitia had attended to the sngfrestion. St. Vincent had done anmeihiRg — 
Grenada lomelhiiig — and as to the driving system. St, Kitta. 

Mr, BoxTON wished to know whether, in Jamaica, which contained one half 
«f the Black population, any thin^c had been done ? The Governor had said 
that in last December, after another Session, nothing hod been done towards 
amelioration. 

Mr. Canninq said he was afraid, tlial, with respect to Jamaica, nothing bad 
been done, except the measure for allowing slaves to take by bequest. 

Mr. William Smith said, the House ought to be informed whether it wasthp 
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iDtenUon of the Right nan. Oanl1»m&n, in cue nolbing vaa done before tha' 
next SeBiion, to call the attention of Parliament to the subject. The House 
ought to allend to the speech of the Duke of Manchester, at the close of the 
last Session, addrPMcd to the House of Assembly in tlie monlh of last Deceui- 
bcT, in which he colriplHiaa (hat they had allowed another year to pais nnay 
without any attempt tu iuipiave the candltiou nf the Negroes. The contumacy 
of these Legislatures woultl be quite coo temp tjble, tlid it not demonatrate that 
tbej would yield to neither kiudness nor remonstrance, or, in ThcI, to any thing 
but force. In oonclusioa, the Hon. Member observed, that the sentiments which 
had been CKlracled by his Hon. Friend (Mr. Buxton) from « former speech of 
the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Cnnuiag) with respect to tlie hopeleasnesi of 
Kny benefit from Colonial li-gislation on tho subject of Slavery, and which were 
expressed with equal force and eloquence, applied i^ith as much propriety to 
the circunistancen of (he present times, as those in which they iveru delivered. 
Mr. Secretary I'eli. said, there were various points mentioned in the speech 
of the Hon. Uunlleman, nhliA deserved the most serious attention ; but there 
itas one, above all others, upon which he could not avoid eipressiag a decided 
opinion — tlie qualifieatioD of staves to give evidence in a court of Justice. Of 
thai he would say, that he hoped not one year, no not even a single session, 
would pass by without the enactment of some regulation upon the subject. A 
power of that kind, which would raise the slave, under certain conditiims, to a 
atale which would enable him to give evidence, might be reudered one of the 
■afest, cheapest, and most elTectual methods of commencing the amelioration 
lliey desired. It seemed to him that any measure through which the courts of 
jltstice might be no longer closed against the slaw, would ultimately tend to fortify 
the iulerests, and secure the property of the master. For who vrere the persons 
towhom that evidence was to be offered? Why to the Whites-to a White 
Jury. Could it then be said, in opposition to socb a proposal, that those who 
Were to judge of Iha value of their testimony, wefe unrBasonably prejudiced in 
favour of the Illack populatiuo I Quite the contrary ; a White Jury were id all 
cases to eiercise Ibeir judgment as lo whether that evidence was or was not 
admissible. He moat earnestly hoped that there would not be a moment's un- 
qecessary delay in giving full effect to the intealiuns of the Legislature on that 
important subject. In [wo or three Colonies tbe evidence of a slave was ad- 
mitted, in cases which did not aiTecl the life or property of his master, and where 
qo White evidence can be piocured. But, did the House see tbe efl'ect of that 
law t When White evidence can be procured, then tbe Black evidence is inad* 
qiissible ; and if that evidence should happen to be in favour of the persoa 
accused, then the Black evidence canuot be received to prove his guilt, even in 
tbe most glaring rases. What he wanted to see was, some principle adopted 
in their legislation on the subject, so that the rrspousibility of rejecting a black. 
man's evidence should rest, not on tbe law, but on some known tribunal. Soch 
ft measure would be the lirat step to invest him with those rights which that 
Honse considered it right to bestow upon him. And if they were resolved to 
carry their intenlions into execution, and raise the black population to the rank 
of human beings, he could not understand any reason why they shonid delay 
giving effect to their views, upon the subject of their teslimony, a single mo- 
ment. The slave nas liable to be summoned Just io tbe same manner as ua 
idiot might be in this cnnntry ; and it should be left to the jury to determine, 
when he appeared befoie them, whether they considered his testimony should 
or should not be belieiedi and, for bis part, he could not conceive a mind, 
even the roost deeply imbued with West India prejudices, who could see any 
danger likely tonccrue to the life or the property uf the while man, bj invest- 
ing the stave wiih such a privilege- 
Mr. ScAriLr.TT could not help expressing his regret that Jamaica, one of the 
most enlightened, in the characler of its white population, ehoulil be exposed to 
the censure of being foremost in its oppoailion to the wiahes of the friends of 
freedom and humanity. He was Sure, that if the gentlemen of that island were 
to give the aubJECt the slightest consideration, they would see that their own 
interests wete inseparably connected with the amelioration of the condition of 
their slaves, and feel an earnest wish to comply with the unanimous desire of 
all the civilized part of mankind. In his earliest years he had imbibed preju- 
dicea agiunst the condition of tbe slave population — viewed with horror the 
. ■•--■ received, and felt the strongest desire to wi In ess their entiru 
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UMBcipittian from ths coDtroal to which they were tubjecteil. But he IhougUt 
tJiHt they Hhould rather wait even the latdy ineaaurei gf the CoIouIbIs, if tliey 
could by that meana conciliate the masters, than by any language of intiroida- 
tion, reproach, or blame, and more tlian all, of threatening, attempt to force on a 

Eremalure and DDwilliag conceBsion. Such a course would prove an efTectual 
arrier to that object which they all had in Wcw — the permanent amelioration 
□r the condition of the alBFea, He did not mean, however, to say that be did 
Dot highly disapprove of the reluctance eihibitod by the Colonial LegialatureB; 
and he thought, that in the course they pursued, they seemed manifestly to be 
ignDianl of their beat interests. The measure recommended by the Sight Hon. 
Gentleman respecting the evidence of the slaves, had his full cuDcurreuce ; and 
be would conclude by expressing a hope that the eiecalion uf their intentions 
should be confided ■till to the hands of his Majesty's Government, wbo had, it 
appeared to him, most worthily fulfilled their trust, and whowoaid, he was 
convinced, give the most eflectual operation to the reconunendaliona of the 
House, united, as they were, with the desire of the whole kingdom. 

Mr. Phiu.ips felt himself very much at a loss to understand the contrariety of 
opinioj^iyrich seemed to prevail on tlie suliject between the West India pro- 
pri^fiBjnident in England and the Colonial Legislatures. He could not' 
droV^Bnying, that much of the reluctance on the part of the Colonists pra- 
ceodeOTBlplheir fears of suah alteration affecting their properties. These pre- 
judices, nbwever, would, he was convinced, gradually itisappeftr before a better 
cunaideralloi of the question. He was old enough to recollect a time when the 
' man who merely hinted at any thini; like the emancipation of the slaves of the 
West Indies, was looked upon as a viaionnry enthusiast, who proposed plans of 
Ideal happiness for that unhappy race wliich nould never be realized — and yet 
he had lived to see those very men, who had thus scouted the idea of all im- 
provement, vote themselves for that very abolition, and become some of the 
most ardent and sealous in their endeacours to carry its resolutions into eRect. 
80 it would be with those who now objected to any further alteration in the 
condition of the slaves ; and they would sea the time when those who now 
oppose them will return their anmeaaured gratitude for their exertions, and 
call that interferenca, which they now deprecate, a great practical benefit. He 
hoped they would steadily pursue their course, and leave the execution of their 
intentions still in the hands of the Oovernnient, who Iiad gone on so prosper- 
ously to the consummation of their wishes. 

Mr. WltMoT HoKTOS would have seen with regret, any resolution of the 
House which would take the management of the question out of the hands of 
his Mi^esty'a Government. If any man gave himself the trouble to examine 
the protests whieh have issued from the Colonial Legislatures, he would find 
that Ihey all rested their objections to the measures of the Government, upon 
the conviction that their properties might be end angered, and their authority 
over the slaves weakened, by the etTectof the new regulations. In proportion as 
that fear faded away, he was convinced thtir oppoaition would be abated ; as it 
seemed to him a matter of certainty, that no abatracl lore tif slacery influenced 
their actions, either at this time or any other. How far the principles Ihey were 
adopting had begun to produce the eifect which they anticipated, might be, 

Eetfaaps, best shewn to the House by reading an extract from a letter which be 
ad received that morning from Demerara. The letter, which was written a 
week after the Order in Council had been in operation, stated, that after the 
writer and others bad contemplated, with great alarm, the effect of the approach- 
ing change in the treatment of the slaves, he was happy to say, that although' 
the Whole of the regulations had been carried into effect, there had not been a 
single instance of any abuse of the liberty bestowed npon the slaves. "The 
writer continued to say, that he had assembled the alavea on his estate, and' 
informed them of the sJterntioD in their condition, declaring at the same time, 
that all punishments should bo entered in the Black Booh — that if they behaved 
well the new stocks should not be used, and that tbe money which had been 
destined for the new jail, should be devoted (0 the improvement of theii cot- 
tages. The slaves had promised to conduct themselves, in consequence of these 
alterations, with propriety and <lecorum, and he was glad to be able to say that 
they had not, as yet, or in any one instance, forfeited their word. 

Mr. SVKEs feared that the delay in taking some decisive measures would but 
add another year to the wretchedness and misery of theslai-e population. They 
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slaves, in their calonies, n^niained uaalteted. 

reform lu the Colonial Legislaturea he must . 

-legislatures did not, in his opinion, cvinue a disposition lu nbnle the severity of 
tlie system. He rtifened, in proof of Ihia poaiLiun, to the new law lately passed 
in Barbadiwa, nnil which retained many of the most barbarous enactments oflhe 
old. He read one clause, whereby any person, for driving too fast a horse or mule 
apon the road, or for a variety of other aela of a similarly trivial nature, or for 
what, was termed disorderly conduct, without specifying what that conduct 
waa, became liable lo (he infliction of thirty-nine stripes ; except in the case of 
a woman in a stale of pregnancy, who was liable lo imprisoDment, It was notr 
(hTBS years since tbe resolutions of Parliameiit had posBed that House, and no- 
I 4hing bad jet been done. It was right that they Bhi>u1d be informed at wbct 
tine it was likely these resolutions would at length begin to be acted upon. 

Mr. T. Wilson was not ioimlcal to the Abolition of Slarery, but lie wag not 
fHendly to a measure which would make the slave free at the expcoce of the 
master. There were other interests as well as the comforts of llie slave popula- 
tion, which it was the duty of the House to consider — lang-vcsitd and esti^lfsl^ed 
tights of property, which should be protected. He was therefore averse to any 
compulsory proceeding whatever iu any change it might bo inlendea-lo intro- 
duce ; or if a compulsory proceeding were resorted to, Ihose who ptAilioned in 
fsTonr of it should be ready, as those who signed the Pelitiou from the city of 
London were, to defray their proportion of eipenca to indemnify the proprietors 
for the injury and loss lo which such a proceeding may subject them. He 
lamented the loss of Mr. Marryat, as an advocate of the Colonial interasls. 

Mr. Orosset suggested tbat attention ought to be directed to the condition 
of the slaves iu the East Indies, as well as to that of those in the West Indies. 

Mr. HuHE said that he had been in tbe Eaat Indies ; and speaking of what 
he knew of society there, particularly in llengal, he could undertake to say, 
that there were no agricultural slaves there ; and those persons whom Ihe Hon. 
Member had described aa slaves, were performers, or dancers ; who, forming 
' themselves into bands under a chief, went from place to place for a livelihood. 
There was tMs difference, however, in Ihe condition even of these persons and 
the slaves of the West ladies, that allhougli the former had been purchased in 
their youlh, yet, if they thought proper to detach themselves at any lime alter- 
wards from the band with wbich they had been so connected, there was no law 
in India which could compel them to return. They might go where they pleased. 
Now this was a very different condilion from that of Ihe slavei of the West 
Indies. He believed the same stale of law prevailed in all placos within the 
- lerritory of the East India Company. As lo the passage in the book of Buchanan 
relative lo slaves, which was applied lu the East Indies generally, it naa only 
applicable lo some parts of the interior, with wbich he was not acquainted ; 
but what he had stated, end he believeil he was correct io f 
ferrcd to those places which he knew and where he Lad been. 

This statement on the pari of Mr. Hume was confirmed by Sir Edward Hydk 
EisT, formerly ibe Chief Justice of Bengal. 

Mr. BaouDHAH said, tliat those who nomplained of the charges brought 
against the Slave Proprietors by the advocates (or Emancipalion, ought not ta 
indulge in charges against their own countrymen who espoused the cause of the 
Negroes. However different might be the opinions entertained upon some 
points of Ihe subject, there was no differenco wliatever, either specific, or in tlia 
degree of feeling entertained by all parties against the enormous mass of prac- 
tical abuses in tbe Slave system. By far the strongest appeals that could he 
made to the humane feelings of the country, might be found iu the speeohes of 
the Colonial Legislatures. They afforded .Ihe most appalling details of that 
most infernal seourge to humanity. Slavery. He was not for a sudden 
emancipaliun, Ihough, if any measures were now lo be promptly pnrsued, they 
could not be reproached as rash or headstrong, for sutBcieut warning had been 
given to all the parties concerned. He might once have been of opinion that 
the mother country ought to interfere solely with the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, and to leave Ihe subject of Slavery lo the Local Lflgislatnrea, in the 
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nuiindence (Imt (bey would have done lliair duty. Tlicj liail failed tu do «>; 
and ha duw thought it was high time Tot the mother cuuolry to slmn' that Ihuy 
would be trifled wilh do longer. He had little nr no hope of any advanl^i^ to 
be derived from tha Colonial AaBemblieB. To expect that they nould, of them- 
selves, i!Dter into Bay lerorni, such as the Orders in Council had pointed ob(, 
nag moBt absurd. They declared it would lie ruiu to do so ; and yet it nas ex- 
pected that they Ghould pursue a course they believed to be ruinous. With 
respect to the luDfjuage of menace which they were uccuacd of employing 
towards the Colouists, it was only in the sense of aayio);, that if the Colonial 
Legislatures did not think the measures advised proper for them to adopt, we 
should ourselves be obliged to enact them; and it was the undoubted right of 
the House to legislate for all the subjects of the Crown. He had heard to-night, 
that GovemmeDl intended to send out tu each Colony a statement of the mea- 
sures to be adopted, and to insist upon a decided acquiescence, or a refusid, by 
the Colonists, He felt, however, that whilst Parliament delayed its measures, 
thousands of our fellow subjects were suflerlng under the preseuL slave system. 
But, as he understood that some additional infoimalion vvaa to be laid before the 
House, he should postpone the motion for leave to bring in a bill for bettering 
the condition of the slave, which he had intended to make that evening, unlU 
after the recess. 

Mr. F. Buxton said, he certainly felt deeply disappointed at the delay which 
was likely to talce plaee upon Ibis subject — a. delay which, while it produced no 
good, was likely to oanse great and extensive it^ury. He then adverted to the 
decisive reply wbirh had that night been given ^m the very highett authority, 
the Chief-Justice of India, to the non-eiistence in India of nay stale similar to 
that of West India Slavery ; und begged of all wbo accused him, and his friends, 
of publishing exaggerated statements of the sufferings of the slaves in our Co- 
lonies, only to read the recent Reports from Berbice and other islands, in which 
they would Qud detailed numerous acts of crnelty, which would far exceed any 
thing that had yet been put forth to the world. 

med in the House of Commons on Friday the 4tb 
in of Mr. DenHan presenting a petition, signed by 
T,000 iohabilantB of Nottingham and its iiei^^hbourhood, praying that the rights 
of British subjects might be as soon as possible extended to the nnfortunnte 
persons called Slaves in the II' est Indies, and whose only crime was the colour 
of their skin, Mr. Kroucmam said, tliat he would take the opportunity of in- 
quiring whether any Acts for the amelioration of the condition of the Slares, 
had lately been transmitted from the Colonies to his M^ealy's GovernmeM. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman oppoaile, in the course of his observations on Wed- 
nesday night, had otherwise reasoned upon incorrect data. 

Mr. W. HoRTON said, that in addition to the acta already laid on the table of 
the House, whatever else had been received, would be laid on the table next 

Mr. Bbocgh*m contended, that there was a discrepancy between the state- 
ments of the Right Hon. Gentleman and the facts of the case, as he understood 
them. The question was, whether the improvements contemplated by the Legis- 
lature of this country, and the Orders of Council, had been carried into effect in 
the Cukinles, and to what extent. Had the slaves acquired there the right of 
being manumitted by appraisement, notwithstanding the unwillingness of their 
masters? Had the Colonial Legislatures, in conformity with the Orders of Coun- 
cil, aholished the driving whip, and the whipping of females as a punish- 
ment 1 He could not discover that they bad. Had the evidence of slaves been 
rendered admissible as proposed! There were thirteen British Colonies which 
possessed Legislative Assemblies; there were twenty in which Slavery existed. 
In the latter number, he included the Mauritius, the Cape of Good Hope, and 
Honduras. Of these twenty, thirteen enjoyed the right of Legiatetive Assem- 
blies, and of those thirteen, he had understood the Right Hon. Gentleman to 
say, that seven had admitted slave evidence. From a careful perusal of the 
documents before the House, however, as well as from a review of the lutest 
Colonial newspapecs, it appeared to him that not m 
J j thwto yiyd any legislative ennctmenls to Ihatvi 
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IWmbo, BarbadoM, aiid I>umiDica. The acl of Dnmioica had patsed lt» Aebbiii 
light years sfnce ; of courae It was not attributable to the Oedefs in Cnun- 
In TubagQ, an Act hud been passed fur that purpose ; but the admissibility 
' ' so shackled with oundltianB as to render it nuffa.- 

isible only in case of the tnnrder or ronyhem of a 
then nndertTTO material distinctions; first, thai no 
present; and, secundly, that two rtaves of irre- 
lindde in their teslimony. Of the BarbadoeB act, 
rraer occasion, and it could rot be neeeasary for 
The Order of Council for Trinidad had provided. 
my clergyman, whether of the Establisheil Church, of the 
BoBiaa Catholic Church, or uf any other sect of Christians, would avail to ren- 
der the evideaoe of a slave admissible; bul (he Barbadnes act required that the 
cerUGcate should be given by the regular clergy, wliethcr the slave received 
instruGtion from them or not. Such was the mode of baffling the Legislature and 
povernment of England which the Colonists used. His Majesty's Covemment, 
Vid the House, would be bound to investigate thn matter fully, and to take care 
that such mockery should not bn repealed. He might have erroneously ab- 
^tnCled the papers laid on the tabic of Ihe Honse; but he thought tie had not, 
knA auofa was Ihe amount of Ihe improvemeBt that had beeu effected. In fact, 
nolvilhstanding the eRurts of hia M^esty's GuvenimenI, by is.suing Orders in 
CouKul* it appeared that only in two of the Colonies had any attempts been 
uada towards improvement in the condition of their slaves, as lo the admissi- 
bilily of (heir evidence; they were Barbadoes and Tobago. As to the improve- 
ment of the morality of the slaves, and, in particuler, as to the observance of 
the Sabbath, it appeared that, in Tobagu alone, the market day, not the slaves* 
working d»y, had been altered from Sunday (o Thursday. In Tobago alone, 
had a law been passed for securing (he property of Ihe slaves. Mr. Brougham 
said, he was sorry (o observe that, in Deinerara, the Trinidad Order in Council 
had undergone some considerable mu(ila(ions; and even in Trinidad itself, Ihe 
slaves, he was ooocerned to see, had been precluded from having property in 
any of the produo^ef (be island which conid be considered as its exports, and, 
cf coarse, were precluded from Ihnse means of tiblaining their manumissioa by 
their own cflforts, which the permission to raiae exportable produce would afford 
them. Id Tobago, there had been a diminulion of the nomber oflashes luivhich 
a Slavs could be subjected, from 39, as furmerly allowed, to SO ; but this seemed 
to be the only island where the right of arbitrary punishi^ent had been modified- 
Tbe Right Hon. Gentleman opposite had slated, that from sixly to seventy va- 
rious descriptions nf impntvemenls had been eflerted, Now he (Mr. H.), ader 
due examination of (be papers on the table of the House, was enabled to Sad 
qot more than nine or ten inprovemcnta, and even they were not of great 
amonnt. In the absence, therefore, of documents on which to found a correct 
judfmenl, the House could not but be a* embatraBaed as be was, to know Ihe 
real state of the case. The Hon. Gentleman would, therefore, he was sure, not 
oppose a motion which he intended (o submit to the House, for a return of all 
tm Acts passed in the Colonial Legislatures for the improvement of the condi- 
tion of the Blavns, and of any Acts containing clauses for improvement, distin- 
guishing (he names of llie Acts, and of Ihe Leglslaluree in which tliey were 
enacted ; whether those Acts were allowed or disallowed by lus Mi^jesty's Go- 
vernment, and including all information received down to the latest arrivals 
from the Colonies. He (rusted, when those papers should have been laid before 
the House, that it would be able lo form a more fair opinion of the improve- 
ments which had been footed, or were likely tube effected, than it had hitherto 
hod the means of doing. 

Mr. WiLMOT HoaroN said, Aat it was his (Mr. VT. Hor(oa's) intenUon, 
■bortly, lo submit to the House a tabular statement which would fully elucidate 
tbe points at issue, and shew what had been done and what bad not been done 
bj> the Colonial Legislatnrea. With respect to the Order in Council, it was 
already in force in Trinidad and Demerara, in Ihe latter, with some defects 
which would be supplied by a fresh order; and il would be sent very shortly (o 
8t Lucia, as well as lo (he Cape of Good Hope, and Berbice. Its introduction 
I «l (he Mauriiius had been delayed by the Conimisslonera liBving been detained 
~ It having had sufGcieat Itme to prepare their Report. 
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In consequence uramotiuncf Mr. Canning's on tbe l»t of March, the regolD- 
tioss of (he House orCommuDB of tlie 15th May, 1S23, were comaiunicaled to 
the House of Lords, and the ooncurrenoe of their Lordshipa requeeted. Tueg- 
day, the Ttli of Mnrch, having been appointed for considering Uiia commuuicn- 
tioD, an interestiDg discussion lookplare, which terminated in the adoption of 
the resolulions. It will be impossible lu give more than a brief abstract of this 

Eftrl Bathurst, in proposing their Lordsiiips' concurrence, took occasion to 
ttitte what the Gosernmcnl had done in conaequenoe of the »ote of the House of 
" Commons, of the ISth Mny, isa3. Those resolutiona bad been made the foun- 
dation of certain in struetiona for improving the situation of the slave population 
in the West India Colouieg, which, in the cage of Trinidad, had been embodied 
in the shape of an Order in Council, and made (he Ian of the island. Since that 
time, various communications had taken place, between his Majesty's Ooyem- 
ment and the Colonies; but he was extremely sorry to say, that thoRe communi* 
cations had not been attended with sn much success as might have been expected.' 
Bis Lordship, inde<><l, admitted (hat very Hllle had any where been done, to- 
wards effecting the objects his Majesty's Government had in view. The only 
point on which his Lordship dwelt, as having evinced a dispositiDn on the part 
of the Colonists generslly to do bo, was their having invested the Bishops with 
certain powers of eccleBlHstical jurisdiction, and having shewn a readinesfl to 
contribute to the building or to the repair and enlargement of churches. Beyond 
this, it did not appear, from his Loidship's speerh, that any thing more had been 
elfected, in the way of amelioration, beyond the very partial measures which 
have been already stated, in a note abovi;, to have taken place in a few 
of the Colonies. He was sorry to say, that the Legislative Assembly of Jamaira, 
though it had passed a law protecting from aireat for tlieirmaster'a debts, staves 
going to market on Saturday as well as Sunday ; and, though they had allowed 
slaves to take money by bequest, and afforded facilities to ainaatcr in voliinta- 
rily manumitting his slave, yet had done nothintt more. It had rejeeted the 
proposed law for admitting the evidence of the blacks under certain modifida- 
tions. The bill for that purpose had been thrown out by a mnjoritj of 23 to 13. 
But that assembly, and the otheis which had rejected the measures recom- 
mended by his Majesty's Government, would soon be called upon to re-consider 
the subject, and there was reason to hope that they wonld then evince a dilfer- 
enl spirit, and that measures calculated to ameliorate the condition of the slaves 
would then be passed. His Lordship took occasion to allude to the language 
of some of the petitions for the Abolition of Slavery, in some of which it was 
iroadly aaseited, that a stale of slavery was forbiddeo by the Gospel, and waa 
wholly incompatible with the doctrines of Christianity. This doctrine thus laid 
down he could not admit, and he thought it highly mischievous, as well as in- 
coDsiBtent, that those who called for (he religions instrucUon of the slaves, 
should, in their petitions, set forth that the Christian doctrine was incompatible 
with a stale of slavery. He believed, the best security for the good conduct of 
the slave waa to be found in the knowledge and practice of the prinrtplea of the 
Christian relfgion, But it would be unfair to say, thai pains should be taken 
to attacli Iha slave to Christianity, and, at the same time, to (each him that the 
state of slavery (no matter what the kindness and indulgence of the master 
might be) was iDConsistentwilh the religion he waa solicited lo embrace. Having 
DOW elated what had been done in the Culoniea for improving the condition of 
the slave, and he regretted to any, (ha( a great deal had been left undiine, he 
would state wliat was proposed by his Majesty's Government, The resolutions 
of the House of Commons embraced two objecla— the first was the improvement 
of the condition of the slaves; and the other, those facilitica for the manumission 
of (he slaves that would gradually lead to the total extinction of slavery, with- 
out injury to the interests of the proprietors, Tlie modes by which it was pro- 
posed to improve tlie condition of Ihc slave were, to provide increaaed facilities 
for religiooa instruction— to give greater aeourity to property— to prevent the 
separation of familiea by sale or otherwise — to admit slave evidence in certain 
C^sGi — to give an additional day for (he Dultivation of their grounds, by which 



109 

they niighl be enabUd lii keep & oinre Blrkt obaervaDce of the 8abbiitb~to Nb<v 
)ish thn puniahmt^nC nl' feinatea by tbe nbip, and to diBuae Ibe whip aa a badge 
of Buthorily in Ihe hands of drivers, or as a stimQlns tu labour: and for the Rra. 
dukl extinctioa of slavery, it was proposed to eslahlish a regulation, by tvhicli, 
when the slave posseSEeJ suflicient property, he migbt claim his mauumiegion 
by having hia value declared by appraiseuieBt, without requiritig tbe consent of 
his master. Itilla contaiDini; these provisions would now be sent tu tlie Gover- 
nors of tbe seveifll West India Colonies, by whom tliey would be propoaed lor 
' the coDsideralioQ of their Legislative Assemblies, and the Government would 
I soon be in possession of their decisions upon them. From the earnest manner 
ia which the subject would be recommended to their attention, he did hope that 
it would have a ancceasful result. But should it prove otherwise, it would then 
ba for their Lordships to consider what course it would be expedient to adopt, 
to carry Ihe measures into effect. 

Lord Calthoupe said, that though he concurred in the general tenor of Ibe 
resolulionB now proposed for Ibeir lordships' adopUon, yet he thought that they 
by no means went far enough. The low ground of expediency which was made 
the basis of them, did not convey the feelings which pervaded tbe country on 
the subject of npRro slavery, and which, bethought, ought to he clearly announced 
in tbe resolutiona, and embodied in tbe inslructiana of his Majesty's Govern- 
menl. For his part, he would have preferred the resolution which had been first 
proposed in the Commoas by Mr. Buxton, and superseded by tiiose now before- 
their Lordships. In that resolntioD, it was declared that a state of slavery waa 
repugnant to the British constitntion, and to the spirit of the Christian religion. 
But, then, it waa argued by a distinguished Member of the other House (Mr. 
Canning), that they who declared a atate of slavery to be repugnant to the Bri- 
tish constitution, and to the spirit of Ciiristianlty, muat, as a matter of course, 
be disposed to put aside every consideration of expediency, and all reference lo 
the variona inleresta in tbe question, and ruah at once (o the attainment of their 
olyect without an; regard to consequences, and without any bcsitutinn aa lo the 
means of eflecting it; and that having laid down tbe abstract principle of tlie 
evil ol sla.very, Ihey were hound not lo allow its continuance one hour aflenlheir 
resolution was declared. Rut that such was not a fair interpretation of the 
views of those who conaarred in the resolution, waa roanifeet from the terma of 
the resolntioTi itself, which, while il affirmed " that slavery is repugnant to the 
principles of tbe British codstitution, and of tlic Christian religion," stated also 
their clear opinion " that it ought to be gradually abolished throughout the 
British dominions, with as much eiLpedition as may be conaistent with a due 
regard to tbe well-being of the parties concerned." It was quite an erroneous 
view of the sultject lo suppose thai, because slavery was held to be inconsistent 
^tb Christianity, those who held that opinion were bound by it to proceed to 
its destruction, without a cautious and prudential regard to all tbe circumstances 
of the case. Tbe Chriatian religion, while it was repagnant to elavery, was no 
leas opposed to violence and precipitation, and it required that even the best 
ends should be pursued by lawful means, and in a. right spirit. The oqjcction, 
therefore, to Ihe proposition had, in his view, no just foundation; and he should 
have thought Ibat their Lordships would be acting in away more consistent with 
their own dignity, and with the moral magnitude of the subject, if thej were to 
express themselves in more forcible language, and to adopt a higher and nobler 
piinciple for their proceedings than tbe low and cold one of expediency. The 
Noble Earl had complained of Ibe language of some of the petitions presented 
to their Lordships on this subject, but his Lordship might be assured tliat (hat 
language expressed the universal feeling of the country at large ; and who were 
perfectly ready, whatever might be the opinions prevalent within the walls of 
Parliament, to declare and lo maintain that slavery waa altogether repugnant 
to the geniua and spirit of the Christian religion. He parllculatly rejoiced to 
perceive that tbia view of the anbject, was that of-the Bishops and clergy of our 
church, who, in entertaining it. consulted as much the dignity of Ihc church as 
they did the aacred duties of their profession, lie also entertained this opinion, 
and he wished to see slavery abolished, aa not only inconsistent willi the genius 
of Christianity, but with the spirit of the British conslitalion ; and be thought 
they were rather diminishing tlian promoting the ehances of ultimate success in 
the Colenies, by substituting i> loner expresBlon of indignation at (he existing 
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mended to tlie utlter House of Parliametit, Bud which be believed U __, , 

the best CHlcuUted to produce a satisfaclorj iasuf in Ibe ColuDiea, but also that 
must CDD80 nan t with tbe {jeneral feelings of the people of this country, vriiicb, he 
vaa fully coniinced, wete not ade(|uately represented in Ibe resulutions recoiD- 
mended for their adoption. 

Loid Ellenboooitgh tbou)(ht tbnt the Ime qneilion before tbem vms, aught 
they to adopt resolutions fully proved by three years of experiment, to have been 
inelTectual, or to adopt others more likely to promote a sniutary result T He 
agreed that the colonial syaleni ought to be nmelioratpd, — he agreed that the 
odiona sygtem of Blflvery ought to be abolished ; but bia donhta were great that 
either purpose would be attained by the line of eoaduct now proposed. The 
question Ibea was, in what manner could they most easily, surely, and at (he 
some lime rapidly, dinuDish the sum of human misery which muat eiiat Bi long 
as slavery wag tolerated r If these resolutions were alone to be adopted, 
accompanied with a rague hint, that if they failed in their intended effect Ihe 
Legislature would proceed to ulterior measures, without avowing wliat the 
nature of such measure would be, he not only doubled that the anlicipalions of 
Ihe Goiernnient wonld be realized, but he rather inclined to the opinion that 
such a course, instead of diminishing, would teod greatly to aggravate the existing 
evil. The Noble Earl (Hathnrst) was obliged to admit ihat Ihe colonial assemblies 
Eiad disnppninled the eipeelalions of His Majesty's Government, but be never- 
theless went on to stale, that Ihere was some hope of their now departing from 
thia contumacious course. He, however, could foresee no beneficial result from 
adopting the meaaures now propoBe<l, with Ihe experience before them of their 
total inndequacy. Let them, by pultinga parallel rase for one moment coatider 
the argument, and they must be at once slrnclc with its futility. Suppose that the 
Noble Earl opposite and bis Bight Hon. Friend were walking in the metropolis, 
had bad their attention arrested by seeing b man ill treating his horse in a bar- 
barous manner — auppoeing bis Right Hon. Friend to have said to liim — " Two 
or three years ago I saw that very fellow commitlinK the same outrage, and on 
that occasion I forewarned him that if he persevered in the same course I should 
lake such measutes as muat secure the better treatment of the animal. Do you 
DOW go up to him, and say, that if he continues to practice sucli brutality, 1 will 
certainly fulfil my intentions." Might not the Noble Eail reply, " I could un- 
derstand jonr asking mo lo knock this fellow down for his incorrigibly cmal 
propensities ; but would he not laugh at me, were 1 only prepared to repeat 
threats which he bad already so entirely disregarded V 

The Earl of Liverpool said, if he was asked why these resolutions had lain 
on the table of the House of Commons from the year I8S3 to the present lime, 
without the concurrence of their Lordships being required, he had little in the 
way of explanation to olTer, and would faiily admit that he had no satisfactory 
reason to assign why, according to Ihe usual forms of bnslness, sucb a delay 
should bave arisen ; but he would nevertheless add, that if their present appear- 
ance before their Lordships was ealculated to show that Government were 
serious and determined in the course which these resolutions implied, and 
would thereby give another chance of success to the experiment, be, fur one, 
was not sorry that such an opportunity had been alforded of putting on record' 
the determination of Parliament and Government. They bad on all sides ad' 
mitted, that it was desirable the condition of Ihe slave popnlatlon should be 
ameliorated, and that slavery itself should be abolished, as soon as possible 
consistently with therespectiTaintereBlaof all who were concerned in that condi- 
tion. If that were so, their only consideration was, as to the course to be 
taken ; for something waa clearly to be done, or they must be prepared to 
abandon their declared opinions. It was generally admitted that the first step 
ought to be, to disseminate a religious education among the colonial slave popu- 
lation, to ret rid of their badges of thraldom, such as the whip, the Sunday-work, 
and those other degradations which mark the inferiority of the man. They aiu«t 
also establish a better system of justice for the slave trials ; and something must 
l,e done to regulate their valuation on the plan of the orders iu council, or some 
other mode. That they were bound to call upon the colonial assemblies lo do »hat 
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wai rigllt lie readily admitted : but nilovtanueB should at the lame time bs mnile 
for lliD cumuion iiiUriuilies of liuniRn UHture, and a reasonable lime ciught to ba 
kUonsd Tor llie growth of reason vihen heated feeliugu bad no fortunately be- 
oome excited. At all evenlB, he nould say, that nhethBr the rcHult of the re«o- 
lutions should realize or disappoint tbeir eipeclalioiiB, nJEKluni and s<>''d policy 
■dike pointed out Iheir present adoption. In the event of their failure, it would of 
course be for Parliament to delermiae upon the uourse whirb they ougiit eveu- 
tually to puisne, and he did not think it prudent to say more on that point at 

The Duke of Glohcester was ready lo agree «ilh those wlio regretted that 
these resoiutiuDB had not been sooner submitted to Iheir Lordships. He was 
ready to agree wiOt those who thought that it were better Ihey were expressed 
in itroager terms ; but still as tbey were here, and must be talien la their present 
(bnn, he was ready to ffi^e them bis cordial support, viishing to send forth these 
Tosolulions nilb the Oill sanction of their unauimit]' ; and if the consummation 
to which Ihey now anJclously looked forward should not be resllMd, the 
tllne woolU undoubtedly arrive when the ovil mast be conquered, and when His 
Mtyesty's Gosernmcut would be imperatively called upon to enforce the para- 
nonat authority of Parliament, and to carry into eiecntioa the measures which 
it prononnced. He trusted that liia Majesty's Ministers would strenuously 
urge the adoption of these lesolntions upon the colonial authorities, who would 
not do tlieir duly lo themselves, to their connlry, or their Omj, if they declined 
to fulfil the beneficent wishes of the legislnture. 

The LoitB Chani^euloh said, he would not enter into the consideration why 
these resolotions had lain so long without llieir being called upon for their con- 
currence — it was enungh for him to know that they were now before them, and 
must be disposed of : and with respect to the wording of them, he saw no reason- 
able abjection, mure particularly to the term expediency ; and be for one should 
have felt a great difficulty in fciving bis assent to a stronger term. He entirely 
agreed that slavery should be abolished as soon as it could be safely and prac- 
tically effected 1 and, in the mean time, who could hesitate to ameliorate the 
condition of those unhappy persons whom tlieir policy had consigned to such a 
doom 7 He heartily apjiroved therefore of these reaoloUons, and the more be> 
cause of Iheir being grounded to expediency. If llie local authorities now 
acceded to the measures about to be urged with renewed force upon their consi- 
deration, then there could be no farther difficulty. If they refused to do so, 
then the f arliaraent would know how to meet such contumacy, without affect- 
ing the well-being of the slave, or infHnging on the rights of properly of the 

Lord Redesdale said, that the resolutions ought lo pass. The colonists sbonld 
be wade aware of the feeling of the mother country on tlie subject of the ameli- 
oration of slavery. They should he taught to respect that feeling and be pre- 
pared lo second it. The state of slavery should be improved ; but nothing should 
be rashly attempted. A gradual smeliotalioq should he adopted, in order la 
sender improvement petmaoent and efleatual ; but if measures were hastily 
adopted, the contrary effects would certainly follow. 

L«7r0 DriDLBy and Ward, in rising to deliver his sentiments on the question of 
Weet India slavery, felt that the subject was one from which (bein^ a West- 
Indian proprietor himself,) he could willingly have abstained altogether, and 
Which few could appToaeh with any thing like satisfaction. Public attention 
had lately been considerably ocoupied by this subject, and who could deny that 
it wasouein which the popular feeling was deeply iotereatedl Scarcely a dis- 
trict of the country, scarcely a corporation, a city, or a town, thai had not 
addressed Parliament on the evils of slavery ; and every pelilion eipressed but 
one opinion on the subject. This united expression of popular feeling ought lo 
Bieet with the atlentiau of the legislature. It aflbrded a most convincing and 
gratifying proof of the increased and increasing spirit of liberality which diatio- 
guished the present age. Not only without but within the walls of Parliament, 
there etisted, he might say, hnt one opinion. With this unanimity of feeling no 
dotlblconld be entertained that the purpose of pnlting an end to slavery most be 
successful ; and the only thing to be considered was, how to effect the object in 
the least objectionable form. He heartily wished that the Wpat-Indian sysleni 
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hikd never existed al all. It was morally wrong, and if il was marnlly wioiig 
il tiiiuld not be politically ri^lit. The Hyatem musl be c^hanged ; but (he question 
was how was tliat rhBOS* t" bo effected 7 Monopoly and slavery went hand in 
hand in the West India systsm, and liieii united pressure, in the present en- 
lightened state uf the public miod, was more than it Ruuld bear. II oould 
not lang be austained under such a wHghl. His Lordship, after these and 
:e other very candid c»ncession9, proceeded to state in defence of the coin- 
e, a number of palliating c ire urns lances Trhich should ensure a tender and 
liberal construrtian of their conduct in having hitherto resisted the wishps of the 
country. Their feelings had been irritated by the exaggerated statenienta 
whicli had gone abroad, and they were alarmed by an apprehenainn of the de- 
struction of their properly. He severely censured the abolitionists for the nn- 
conciliating line of conduct they had pursued, but without specifying particulars, 
Knd he vront on lo plead for compensation as a measure of indispenaable Justice, 
and Tfhirh no man with a spark of honest feeling could think of withholding. 
He lamented, at the same time, the unreasonable and obstinate resistance which 
had been made by the colonists to the moderate and necessary measures of 
reform proposed by Hia Mi^esty's OoverumEut. 

The Marquis of LaksdowN' wished that the Noble Lord who had just aat 
down would prevail upon the island of Jamaica, with which he was connected, 
to adopt his views and act in his spirit in passing lawa for the amelioration of 
slavery. He was Willi nf; that the assemblit'S should ngnin he tried, aud he 
would, to the very last moment, indulge a hope of their co-operation in the work 
of reform. At the same time, he could not deny, that past experience dis- 
eouraged any sncb hope. He was alraid that he could not be contradicted 
when he atated, that up to the present time, with the exception of one island, no 
steps had been taken in the West Indies to give legality to msrriflge. The only 
attempt lo adopt a, measure of this nature took place in the Bahamas ; and it 
was the lamentable fact, that^very other island was without auy regulutton to 
govern the most sacred of human ties. Could the West India population be 
bappy under such circumstances, and what were we to think of the legislature 
that could rEfuse its sancliou lo Uie introduction of a measure of thia nature ( 
He would wish lo call the attention of their Lordships to another point on which 
the local legislature had been equally remiss. There was no law passed lor 
facilitating the manumission of slaves who might possess the means of pur- 
chasing their own rreedom. Could there, he would ask, be a more satisfactory 
' slave, than that the latter should obtain his free- 
. ! Mould thus be held out to other slaves to perse- 
vere in habits of industry, in order to effect their freedom at no very di.itant day. 
The good to be thus produced would be inBnite, and the omission of such a law 
was much to be lamented. There was another point to which he wished to draw 
the attention of tlieir Lordships — namely, that no means had as yet been taken 
to prevent the punishment of women by means of Ibe whip. There were many 
other points too tedious in detail to trouble their Lordships (vith at present, and 
he hoped that the legislature in the West Indies would save the Parliament here 
the necesaiCy of interfering lo put down those abuses in future. Before sitting - 
down, he wished to ask the Noble Earl whether he had auy objection to direct 
the several legislatures to be summoned with a view of Riving them the fullest 
opportunity of considering the propusilions of Government, and making known 
their own views thereupim in time for the first meeting of the Brilish Parlia- 
ment? He thought it would be good for them, and for the subject, that the 
knowledge should be cominunicaled at an early period ; and that it was essen- 
tial to the character of sincerity which ouKhtto be stamped upon the proceedings 
of that night, that the Oovcinment should take care to enable the Parliament. 
after adding one year more to the three years so unprofitably and to so little 
purpose passed over, to resume with effect their present determinnlion to enforce 
principles which were now admitted to be right on all hands, but which, he 
admitted, ought only to be pursued with a proper regard tu the safety of the 
colonies, and to ajust sense of the welfare of individuals. 

Earl Bathurst said, be should send out directions to the Governors to cause 
the several assemblies lobe called logelhei to receive theinstruttionsof Govern- 
ment at the earliest possible period. 
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Tke bishop or BAta B.n<t Welle nsBCrteil the inCompallbilily of slaverT willi 
tha CiiriBlian reliRiua, of whlcli be was a minister, and wiUi the Btitiab Dutl»ti- 
(ntiail, trbose free and williaK aad obtdieiit subject he pr«re&sed himself. Whltt- 
ever ■eeming counleaaoce end toleratiou inighl h^ showu towards a piupeity itl 
■Uvet by Cbrisliarily and the law uf the land, tbere could bn no question of 
tlieit direct anlipnlhy to all oppression and iDJUBtice. No less hostile to sIsTery 
were the dictates of common justice anil humanity ; a system also which was 
aquilly opposed by all sound maxima of poliiical economy. Free labour mast: 
in erel7 sense be preferable to that of slaves. The man who wad conscious that 
by the sweat of his brow hf was pruviding for bis wife, liia rhildreo, and him- 
■elf, must be far before the hopeless creature who bad only lo work to that 
exieni of toil to wbicli the whip would goad liim. With pleasure had he wil- 
Dess^ the resolutions of IIHU, which were conaonant with humanity and 
justice ; he was sorry that tliey had been so ill received by the colonial legisU- 
lures. He rejoiced at (he lesolutiaaa now taken by the Government, and if they 
Tcere not belter executed, he hoped that the spirit which had loaded their tabla 
vith petitions, would be again awakeued among the people, and that the deter- 
mination of Parliament and Ihe etpectatious of the country would be carried 
into effect by doing away tliat I'uul stain upon the character of a Christian nation. 

The Bishop of Ferrs cordially concurred in the sentiments thai had just been 
expressed, and was further anxious lo satisfy the House of the concurrence in 
the same sentiments of Ihe Irish church in general. He Ihnughl thai the slars' 
owners must be the most deadly foe& to their own inleresis, if Ihe resolutions 
new proposed should be still opposed. 

The most interesting debate, however, connected with the question of Slarery, 
took place In the House of Commons, on Thursday Ihe 2nd of March, wheli 
Mr. Dekmak faruDght forward a motion respecting the Trials or cehtain 
■Lives IN Jamaica, cHAaoED with consi-ibacv anb rebeli.ion. The subject, 
Mr Denman observed, was of vast importance, and merited the deepest consi- 
deration of Ihe house ; and although he knew huvr diSicutt it was to draw its 
attention at this moment to any topic not connected with the awful and perilous 
skuation in whlrh the credit of the country was placed, yet be trusted that the 
mamentims nature of that which he had now to submit would suffii^ienllj eicust 
bim. If they wuuld shut their eyes to this painful subject, they would be un- 
faithful representatives of the people of England, for that people, notwilhsltiiid- 
tag the pinching distress which wrnng them on every side, had not lost slicht of 
th« niaeries of the slave population, but had expressed in numerous petiliona 
their sense of Ihe necessity of amelioratinK the condition of those their unfortu- 
nate fellow -subjects on the oilier side of the Allanlic. Considering, then, that 
of all oppressions judicial oppression was the least to be borne, and Ihe easiest to 
be remedied, he was sure that in aubmilting to the house a case in which, as it 
appeared to bim, that sort of oppression had been practised to a dreadful extent 
■gainst ccitain slaves in Jamaica, he should be discharging o duty which the 
bonae would not think either unimportant or ill-timed. The events to which he 
had to allude took place in December, mK3, and in the following year. They 
were detailed in papers which lay on the table of Ihe house, and to which he 
■hould restrict himself; and thuu^rh furnished by the parties Ihemselves, ngainat 
whom Ma motion was directed, yet tbcy contaiuftd sufficient to foiind IhaC cen- 
aoreapoD the courla of justice and tbegovernmeat ofthe Islsnd which he meant 
Id propose, and which he thought their conduct merited. The first case he 
■hould bring before the bouse was that of a trial which bad taken place in the 
parish uf St. Mary, on the tSth of December, 1M2S. The circumstance on which 
this trial was founded, was nothing more than that a Mr. Roberts, who was a 
bulcher, at I'ort Maria, in Jamaica, having occasion to reprove his negro boj 
for carcleaBni'sa viilh respect to his person and wearinn Hpparel, a convetHation 
ensued, in consequence of which eight negroes were arrested, tried for a rebel- 
lious consplrac ;. tound guilty, and sentenced to be hanged by the neck until they 
were dead ; a sentence which was executed four days after it was pronounced. 
Every one of those negroes died with the most solemn proteslalious of his inno- 
cence, and they refused one and all,even on the scaffold, to pnrchaae any mitigalion 
of their ntltenco, either by a cnnfession of their own guilt, or by accusing nthers. 
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Mr. Uenmaa llien detailed at some lenglh the evidence nliicli the Corentmenl 
:a had lliought Buflicient to iratrant tliis aumtnary and sanguinary pro- 
ceedinj;. To him it appeared that the whole charge reated on ihc evidenue, chieHj 
beacMj, and atarcely supported in any one inatance, of a boy who had trumped 
ap a alory lo save himself from correction, which whs seized with entraordinarj 
avidity, and without any attempt lo sift and investiicate the TaelB or the case, 
u conctaaive proof of a dangerous plot. The childiah alory jrained tiniverBal 
credit, and without any previous examination of the unhappy persona accused, 
or any attempt lo confrant ihem with their aecusera, or to gunrd against the pos- 
*ibili(y of falsehood, were theae eight men in tvro days brought to (rial and found 
guilty. In the course of the trials not a aingle witneaa appeara to have been 
eroBS'eiantined. The discrepancies in the evidence were innumerable: not one of 
these was noticed. The charge was of the must lague description ; they Here ac- 
cntfcd of rebeilioo, conspiracy, and other criniet. Persons were mentioned as piivj 
to the facta, who, thiiUKb on the spot, were never called to give their testimony. 
The evidence admitted wns, in some cases, iodeed in all that were material, 
hearasy, and aomelimes two and three deep : added to all which, n father was 
banged on the evidence of his son, a boy of thirteen, and a hueband on the evi- 
dence of his wife ; and in their case and that of the other witnesses, the strang- 
est temptation which cuuld be applied to the mind of slaves was applied to 
theirs, namely the prospect of freedom; — of freedom to be obtained as the reward 
of their evidence. On such testimony, so loose, so cuntradictory, so inconclusivei 
not amounting, if the whole bud been as true and consistent as it was evidently 
untrue, were these eight men. unaided by counsel, without a witness in tbeir fa- 
Tour, on the second day ailer their appreheoaion. t-ondemnedtodie — and the chief 
magislrule, in a letter to the Governor, gives as liis reasoa fur thia precipitancy, 
that lie thought it highly important for the safety of the ] aland, that they should 
be executed before Christmaa, as an example to the other negroes. Now, was it 
on such a report as tbia, and on such evidence aa the house had before it, that the 
Goverupr ought lo have given an order for the execution of these eight men t 
He Iruated the houae wonlii express its clear opiniuo of liie iniquity of such a 
proceedinn, and by ila vote Iliis night interpose to prevent persons in future, 
whether slaves or not, from falling the victims of perverted evideuce, of igno- 
rance, and of pBESioti, which tended not less to the puDisbmenl of innocence 
thau to the impunity of guilt. Mr. Denman then adverted to ttie trials which 
had talien place in St. George's, Sti Jamea's, and Hanover ; and shewed that 
in all of Ihem except the last, a similar and grosa perversion of all the forms 
of justice had takeo place. The Si. George's plot bad its parallel only in the 
infamous history of I'itus Dates ; and it was impossible to reed the evidence 
and compare its difiereut parts, without a Srm conviction that tbe plot from first 
to last was a mere fsbricatiun. supported by false and perjured witnesses, acting 
with a view to the promised reward of theii villaniea. In the casr of Hanover, 
indeed, there had been conduct on the part of tbe slaves, whicb it became neces- 
sary to repress and punish, but it partookin no degree of the nature of rebelliuDS 
conspiracy. The disturbance aroae out of the misconduct of the owner of the 
Estate, who had wantonly abridged tbe slaves of a part of the day which they 
were in the babil of having for the cultivation of their grounds. Tbeir subse- 
quent conduct admitted of no excuse ; still they did nut take a single buman 
life except tbeir own ; two of Ihem died by their own hands. In all, about 
tnenty-fonr alavea were executed, and aome transported, mostly on evidence of 
a hind which would not have been allowed to be given in any English Court. 
Besides this, the eiidence was almost entirely that of slaves,— of slaves too un> 
■worn,— of slaves, whose testimony is deemed by the people of Jamaica wholly 
unworthy of credit in ever)- case small or great, civil or criminal, affecting a 
person of free condition. While the house of assembly of Jamaica was rejeclinr 
a bill to admit in the most qualified and restricted manner the testimony of 
■laves as necessarily leading to gross and multiplied perjuries, on that very tes- 
timony, thus repudiated and rejected as unfil even lo be heanl, were the Inagis- 
tracy and the Government of Jamaica executing their enslaved fellow subjects 
by wholesale. The bill thai bad been thus rejected, had been brought forHard 
in the' house of assembly by a Mr. Stewart, who stated some alron^; cases in 
favour' of it. One was the case of a female slave whose head was twisted off; 
hut in which i conviction did not lake place, not becanso there was any doubt 
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tliil the deed Ijad been done, but becauie, BlIIiDnRh iCTeral perRons hul gem it, 
Iheir evidence, being slaves, was not legal. Anolhetcase Mr. Stewart said was 
of very rceenl dkle. " In this town (Spanish Town), a white man, a monster of 
cnielty, concealed a female slave in a rooni, vfhere with a hot iron used for burn- 
ing marks on cattle, he disfigured, and mutiUled the poor creature who mas Ko 
unfortunate as to lie in his power. He trusted to the efi'ect of the law which 
prevented alavea froni giving evidence, but it chanced that a young free man of 
oolour, aiiapecling what was going forward, peeped through a crevice, and saw 
the liorrid scene. On his evidence the owner of the slave was convicted and 
punished." Another fact was telaled by Mr. Mais. " There is one instance 
which, because of recent occurrence, 1 must take leave to mention. Jl is the 
caae of a female slave, wbo on her return home, wag met by a free man of colour, 
who had bexn out shooting. A little dog which accompanied her, barked, and 
probably might have snapped at the man. This irritated him, and he Ihrealea«d 
to shoot tlie dog ; the wom^n, alarmed for liia safety, called out ' O don't shoot 
bim ; don't shoot my dog ;' upon which the maa tamed angrily upon her, and 
Raid, ' Not shoot liim? I'll shoot you if you say much,' and wilh little ceremony, 
lodged tlie contents of his piece in ber side. 1'his was in the face of day, in Iha 
presence of many persons, hat wlio, being slaves, were not qualified to give tes- 
timony on the occasion, and the oflende escaped." On the other hand, the arga- 
ment against admittiug slave cvidenci. was very forcibly uriied by Mr. Hyslop. 
" What can you expect," said he, " from persons, who if called to give evidence, 
may as soon as they quit the conrt, be subjected to tlie cart -whip by their master t 
Willnolbodily tear predominateover the love of truth, or a sense of duty »". And 
yet under these appalling ciifuinslances 34 slaves had been executed on tbe evi- 
dence of their fel low- slaves : Shall it be said, then, that a remedy for such a stale 
of things is not necessary ! If be were asked what remedy he would apply to 
•uchacase,beshoulds3yheknewbilt of one. It wasone simple in its nature anil 
in its operation, namely, the extinction of slavery. It was of the highest impor- 
tance (hat the people of England should be fully informed of what was passing 
in Ihyir colonies ; and tliis was one of his motives for bringing this subject for- 
ward. He would now move the foQowing resolution :— "That this house, hav- 
ing taken into their consideration the account laid before them of certain ju- 
dicial proceedings in the laliind of Jamaica, on Che trials of slaves for rebellion, 
conspiracy, and other olTences, in the years 1U23 and llj£4, deem it their duty to 
elpress, in the strongest terms, the sorrow and indignation with which they con- 
template the perversioD of law and the violation of Justice displayed in those 
trials; they deeply lament the precipitation with which sentences of death 
wholly unwarranted by proof, were carried into execution; and they cannot re- 
frain from declaring their conviction of the necessity ofa reform in the admlnis- 
tion oTcriminal justice as affecting the slaves." 

Mr.Wii.noT Horton deprecated discussions of this sort, whicli sen'ed to keep 
alive irritation in the V/eit Indies, and to retard improvement. He entered into 
in elahorate defence of tbe Magistracy and Government of Jamaica, who, he 
qialntained, were fully justified, by their well founded fears of insurrection, and 
by the state of law in that Island, in the course they bad pursued with respect to 
the trials wbicb had been broui;ht uader the notice of the house. The Dnke of 
Manchester felt convinced, from various sources of information, that rebellious 
Intentions existed in the minds of the slaves;* and there could rest no reason- 
Able dunbt in the mind of any man, that rebellious conspiracies had existed in the 
parish of St. Mary and St. Geoi^c. In St. George's especially, the confessions 
of the negro Jack would satisfy every man that there had been a conspiracy, t 

'The Government of Jamaica has doubtless furnished the whole of the evi- 
dence on which it was led to believe in the existence of rebellious intentions in 
the minds of tbe slaves, and that evidence appcnr«, it is to be presumed, in the 
papers laid before the House of Commons. Iliese, however, most certainly ex- 
hibit no satisfactory proof of any such intentions. 

tThe object of Jack's confession, evidently was to recriminate npon Cor- 
berand, whom he regarded as the cause of his death. The desire of revenga 
inmanifcst inlhc ivhule of Ihatcimfi-saiun ; and supposinsit to be corrcctlj given. 



r 

I 



I 



I 



116 

As to tbensMor Hanover, the exUtenDe of rebellion was undonbled. Mr. Hoilon 
th«n quoted variuui paflsa^Fs rrom the laws of Jsmaica, nhich inSicled Ihe pu- 
niabmentnf death on > variety of ofieoces, when cammilted by sUtcs, which were 
not punishable with death in this country ; as rebellioD or rcbellioug coniplracj, 
compiBsing Ihe death nf a white person, having in his custody any arms, gan- 
powder, or ball ; unlawfully meeting together; tnixing human blood with Tum, 
&c, Stc. : and under these laws it wns, that the puuishment of ddLth in the pre- 
aeut cBsea hud been inflicted. It would be unfair, then, to blauie the Maps- 
Irates and the Governiuenl, who had merely executed the laws as they stood — 
laws which had received the lloyal ganctLon. He did not mean to justify the 
law, he merely stated the fact. If the law was had, and if the established prsc- 
tice admitled an extreme laxity of evidence, the fuult ought not to tie charged on 
the public functionaries, whose duty ft was to obey the law aa it atood. The 
lawe ought indeed to be altered ; but while they remained in their present stato 
Magistrates must execute them. The lanily of the evidence, the want of coun- 
sel, &c., were the fault of the law, not of the magistrates.* The Duke of 
Manchester too had stated, that the triah had been most Hcandaloualy reported, t 
As to the assertion that manumission and money were given Ha rewards for evi- 
dence, the Duke of Manchester had authorised him positively to deny the 
charge.] In lioe the Dnke had felt that an example was absolutely necessary 
to check insurrection, and to secure the peace of the laland ; and the only ques- 
tion for the house was, whether, under all tlie circum stances of the case, sub- 
stantial juatice had been done. He admitted at the same lime, that these pro- 
ceedings proved the necessity of a complete reformation of the slave system. 
On the whole he did not feel that the house was justiBed in passing a censure 
upon the Mnsistrates and Goretnor of Jamaica ; and he should therefore move as, 
an amendment, — " That this house sees, in the proceedings which bate been 
brouglit under its conaideration relative to the late trials of slaves in Jamaica, 
only a farther pruof of the evils inseparably attendant upon a stale of slavery, 
and an increased evidence of the propriety of those resolutions which it passed 
in the year 1833 : bat that, however desirable it may appear that the law under 
which the late trials had taken place should be amended, it does not seem safe 
to the bouse, or expedient, to impeach the sentences passed by a competent trt- 
hanal upon persons brought to trial according to law, and convicted by a Jurj 
duly empanelled, and sworn to give a true verdict upon the evidence laid 
before them." 

it contains little that is speciGc beyond charging Corberand as the author of « 
plot, and the person who alone was posaeaaed of lis aecrets. With reapect tcr 
Ids own crimes of practising Obeahand being a runaway, he stales, very pathe^ 
tically, that the cruel uaage of his owner had driven him to what he had done. 
Ilu confession, supposing it to be true, aflbrda no legal proof whatever of any 
(wnspiracy. 

'There riista no law in Jamaica, which could jaalify the admission of hear- 
say evidence, or of contradictory evidence, or which could justify a vague oral 
charge of "rebellious conspiracy and alher crinus ,-" or which could eiempt magis- 
trates from the duly of aitling and cross-examining evidence, or which could 
oblige them to put men to death, whose crimes were not fully and Batisfactorily 

t And yet upon that same report of the trials, which was then before the 
House of Commons, did the Duke of Manchester order these eight men to be 
hanged by the neck till they were dead. 

(This denial on the part uf the Duke of MaDchester is by far the mnsl extraor- 
dinary part of the whole ease ; as it is direoUj and woit complolely contradicted 
by'an unqiieationable document, transmitted to thlscouulry by Ihe Duke himself, 
BDd now lying ou the table of the House ofCummuns. nimely the Report of the 
Secret Committee of the Jamaica Assembly, of Docenibar, i»34, in which they 
reconimend the reward of mantMuUaiua tu the sUvm who g;a*e evidence for the 
prosecution in St Mary's, and elaawbarti i and other rtwants to the free persons 
who appeared a* witnesses Ibr the ('niwn on the various trials. Such asser- 
tions, so contradicled, necMoarlly throw duubt oa tho ollkial Information in 
general of the Ooic 
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Ml. FqWELL BuiTon ohurred, that inalead «( depTecBting wtlb Mr. Hoilon 

iscualions like the presanl, he was peaOy in favour of them. They never 
occarred nitboutsome advantage gained, same conceesion made in favour of tbe 
slave. Even the speech of the Hon. Gentleman in Ihis view had been most im- 
puTtant. He had udmitled that no such pruceedinga as these would Le endured 
ID tills country, and Ihut where Slavery existed, impartial justice nu« unattain- 
able. Mr. Builun briefly adverted tu the various atrocities which had occupied 
their alteation during the last two yenrs : the murder ot the missionary Smith, 
Ihe Demerara massacre, tlie persecution of Shrewsbury, the depiirtalion of 
LaceSae and Eacoffery, the returns of the Berbice Fiscal, and now these trials. 
Wilb respect (0 these, be undertook to prove from the papers on the table, fur- 
nished by the Jamaica GovRmment as their jus liiication, that there had been no 
plot in St Mary's, St. James's, or St. George's; and in Hanover only acts of 
violence originating in no regular plot, and instigated merely by the circum- 
■tancesofthe momeat. In proof of this, he entered into a minute eKamination 
of Ihe evidence, and shewed its direct and palpable contradiction Id n ^reat 
Tariely of instances,* und that no conclusion could be drawn from it but that 
the whole was a mass of fraud, perjury, and Imposture. He could nut there- 
lore but Btfree in the conclusion of his Hon. Friend, that these trials e^ibited 
Buch a total perversion of law, such a gross violation of Justice, as merited the 
marked ceosure of this House, and called for an immediale and elTective re- 
form. In the annals of Ibis country there was only one parallel to these atro- 
eIous proceedings, that of the popish plot, speaking of which Ml. Hume had 
■aid thus : " Titus Dates began by stating a little, and finding that his state- 
ments gained credit, ho suun fUTnislieil an improved version of his plot. In the 
same way Bedloe began hy degrees, and enlarged his tnle as he found the 
reward likely to increase." In this ca.<ie, as Mr. Hume remarked in that of 
Titus Oates, " the bountiful reward held out did, as must have been expected, 
bring forward a great number of wilDesses." It was incumbent oo Ihe House 
to avow its detestation of such a flyalero, aod to shew its deteimipatiOB to 
prevent the recuneuce of scenes at once so unjust and so disgraceful. 

The Attorney-General did not rise to justify the proceedings in discussion, 
for no mitn could reprobate more strongly than he did the whole syslem of the 
administration of justice in our colonies, as far as the slave population was con- 
cerned. He could not understand upon what principle the law should be 
diOerently adminislPred wh^n the lives of a black man and a white were at 
■take ; or why any of Ihe forms and securities should be waved in the one case, 
which were insisted upon in the other. Nor could it be questioned, that wb 
most soon come to an altered state of things, a stale in which the slave, upon 
trial for his life, woiild he prosecuted under tlie same restrictions, and defended 
in th« same manner as his master. What was the comparative situation of 
these two parties at the present moment ! if a white person was put upon his 
trial, no matter for what olfence, b distinct charge was necessarily preferred 
Bgainst him, which he would be able to defend himself againat, and know how 
to meet. Now a particular act had not long since compelled, in the case of 
■laves, the reduction of this charge lo writing; ; but though that act had passed 
the Legislative Assembly at Jamaica, it bad been accompanied with the sweep- 
ing proviso, that no objection ever should be raised upon a point of form, 
trnfortuoalely, persons in Ihe situation of moKislrates in that Island, were very 
likely not to distinguish accurately that which was matter of form from that 
which was matter of substanlial importauce. This was bis Brst abjection. He 
did not mean to say, with reference to the present proceedings, that they were 
illegal under the alaie law •^Jamaica ; but only let the forms of the charges In 
any of the trials be looked at, and let the house then sny whether that system of 
law could go on to be supported. The prisoners were here charged with being 
iniilty — of what? — of " rebellions conspiracy:" and was that all? No; hut 
there was the addition — and " otolher crimes." This left the prosecutor at 
liberty to give evidence of any crime (no mailer how unconnected with the main 
charge) of which the parly might have been guilly. The prisoners were 
chargud with " rebellious conspiracy." Every body knew, in this country, tliat 
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a msn could not conipire bybimself; but tbeas charge! sUled no lima, no 
plaice, not any parties, nitli whom, nr itgainsl nbom, tbe culprit was accused of 
having conspirfd. Would the house, then, fail to say, that thi» Byileia 
deserved reprobation la the higheit decree ? He would non call the attentlan 
of the house to another curious puiat— he m^ant the law an it related to slave 
evidence. In the case of an nccuanlion made against one uf the white popnia- 
tion, slave evidence was not allowed. They were viewed as beings who bad no 
due notioD of the diatinctiou between truth and falsehood ; and they were not 
suSeied, tlierefoie, to give evidenee SKainst a white man. But let tbe house 
jnarlt the eitraordinary inconsistency which distingniahed the sjateio. When a 
■lave was to be tried, when the life, chanicler, or properly of a white were not 
at stake, the evidence of slaves was freely admitted against the accused party ; 
not under the sanction of an UHlh, but on his bare word, he havint; previunsly 
listened to an exhartalion nut to tell a falsehood. Now, he would ask the house, 
could a sjBlein of Ibis kiod be defended 1 Could it lead to the euds of justice ? 
He did not blame the persons who acted onder this syBtem, but he blamed, in 
the must decided manner, the system itself. Tliose individuals were not pro- 
ceeding (contrary to the law j their acta were only in accordance with it, He 
reproached hoI ihem — It was the fair which he condemned. Now let the house 
look at the charge which was made in the case of Charles Brown, for exumplo. 
What was it ? — It was a charge of high treason, The principal witness on the 
occasion was the boy William. Wasbesworn? No, be was not. He was i a- 
sensible lo the oblif;alion of an oath, and yet he was admitted to give evidence 
to takeaway the life of a fellow-slave. Here he begged the house to mark 
another peculiar oirciimstance. Was it nut, he asked, the universal rale of 
common law in this country (and he always understood that (he cumnion law of 
this country extended to Jamaica), that hearsay evidence should not be received? 
Yet, in this case, hearsay evidence was received to a very great extent. Tbe 
boy William said, " Sterling, my father, spoke such and such facts." Thiswac 
the very worst spucies of hearsay evidence, and yet it was admitted against the 
prisoner. He nnderstood, that though the law was different with respaiit to 
whites, this course of proceeding had been uniformly admitted with refetencs 
to blacks. He condemned Uiis system in its general priociple. he condemned it 
also in its mode of working, as it was developed in the cases before the house. 
But when he stated this, he must declare his conscientious belief, that the per- 
sons who were engaged in those prosecutions acted in accordance with what 
they thought the law of the colony. He could not atteinpt to defend that sys- 
tem ; but still it was due to those who only acted under that system to state the 
fact. Let the house consider further, the Inconsistency which appearud in some of 
those trials, and which had been very properly pointed oot by his learned friejid. 
The boy William declared, bef"re the court, that he knew of large bodies of 
negroes meeting together; but, in his first examination, be had spoken only of 
the assembling of five persons. Everybody, howeier, who read the reports 
of those trial?, must perceive that they were very imperfectly given. Indeed, 
they could form but a very loose idea of tht guilt or innocence of the parties 
accused, from the mere reading of these reports. Those who were present, by 
Tnarkini; the demeanour of tlie witnesses, by observing tbe conduct of the 
accused, could form a more just idea of Ihe guilt or innocence of the parties, 
tJiBD any set of men were capable of doing from the perusiil, not to Say of 
an imperfect report, hnt of the most perfect report of Ihe proceedings.* 
After some observations, tending to shew that it was not Btriclly illegal lo 
receive the evidence of a son against a lalher, or of a wife, ho called, if she were 
only a concubine, against her husband ; and after pronouncing an eulogy on 
Colonel Col who presided at these trials, tbe Attorney-General concluded with 
•aying, that he believed the magistrates and juries had acted fairly and 
honestly under an impression of the existence of conspiracy ; and that, there- 
fore, thiiDgh he would be willing, in the words of the amendment, to condemn 
the system, he could not agree with his learned friend to pass a sweeping cen- 
sure on the Individuals, who he thought had conscientiously administered the 
law as they found it. 

• And yet it was on this imperfect report, with all its gross inconsistencies 
and contniditlions, that the authorities in Jamaica ordered Ihtse e!"l> 
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I Br. LiiamvcTON said, Ihr speech of the han. and loarncit gentleman ivho had 
ioA addressed the hoUBa, Wcnl to ihig— to the fuarful exlent of showing, that if 
the lurma a( law were but obseTved— ir the rorma established in any one of the 
distaiit Irnitories of (his country, however revotling to humanity, were adhered 
to — the House of' Commons was prohibited from inquiritig how iai justice wai 
administered in any given case. Tha boo. and learoed genlleman had dwelt on 
the difllEulty which must arise in judging of what bad occurred at a great dis- 
laace, when an incon-ecl record of the proceertinss was before Uib house ; when 
ffaey had not such an opportunity as the jury had, for siftinj; and etauiiniDg Iho 
matters alle|>;ed against the accused, If that position were well founded, then 
It would follow, that it mattered not whether those individuals were executed 
mt the evidence of bribed slaves, or of an unsworn hoy ; or if they had been 
^ettdemned on half the evidence adduced, the argument of the learned gentle- 
Mtn would have been just as conclusive. He, however, would argue, that the 
Ant duly of Ibat house was, to see that justice was administered in a strictly 
blpartial manner, even in the most distant possessions of tliis country. This 
wai the more important, because in those distant posseasioos, there was an infi- 
nitely greater opening for injustice and oppression, than cuuld, by possibility, 
be found near the seat of Government, Here, if an apprentice were ill-used, 
err if any abuse were discovered iu a |;aol, members uf that house were ready to 
iUttt up, to call on ministers to redrens the grievance, or, if tliey foand it neees- 
■arf, to proceed with the case themselves. In the Colonies, however, all waa 
hidden in obscuiity or buried in oblivion. In the present esse, they heard of 
the exeeotlon of eii^ht individuals, under moat extraordinary circumstances, and 

^Ihey were lold, that they were not to inquire into what look place, because, 
fbnaotfa, it was all in accordance with an old and barbarous system, which had 
warranted the Duke of Mancliester, it was said, in ordering their execution. 
But was not the evidence on which he had acted, the same which was now be- 
fore them, and which was the most inconclusive that could be imagined 1 How 
came it, he should like to know, that the Duke of Manchester had authomed 
the execution of eight individuals, found guilty upon such evidence, without 
having it fully examined by legal men ; He might have had the opinion of ihe 
Chief Justice of the islafld, who, well acquainted as he was with English law, 
would at once have detected the errors vi-ith which that evidence ahannded. 
He contended that the whole proceeding was contrary to every idea of sub- 
stantial justice, and he was aatonished to think that any tribunal, consisting of 
Englishmen, could, in a case of life or deatli, receive such evidence. He ini- 

tuted not to the Uuku of Manchester or the magistrates any wilful malice; bat 
e did Impute to them great carelessness in the performance of their high duties. 
Dr. Lushington quoted various passages in the papers, to shew that evidence 
hiid been admitted at third hand, hearsay testinitlny three deep, in order to prove 
the existence of that desperate and formidable conspiracy, on the reality of 
which Mr. Horlon rested his defence of the Diike of Manchester and the 

Ima^pstrates. The Attorney-General had expressed bis entire disappruhatioti of 
the system of law prevailing in Jamaica ; but that law. he argued, had been 
honestly executed. From this propositibn be entirely dissented ; nor could ho 
aee how a verdict of B;nilty could have been gi'en, but through the iuBuence of 
fear or cowardice, or some worse passion uniting men to do injustice to their 
fellows. His hon. friend (Mr. Horton) had said, that he was authorixed by the 
Ddke of Manchester to declare, that none of the witnesses had received reward* 
for their evidence. And yet what said the Secret Report of tbe Jamaica Ai- 
aembly nnw before tliem 7 It recommended to the House to reimburse the parish 
of St. Mary the sum of £STG. paid for the manumission of certain slaves, who 
liad rendered essential service by the discoveries llicy ha<t made. Did this lank, 
like a pure administration of justice, by witnesses free from the influence of 
intimidalion or reward ? If any thing could pollute the course of justice and 
inake the verdicts of juries the means of oppression, it was holding out to slaves 
such a temptation as llie boon of freedom to convict their fellows. To prove ^ 
plot, testimony was to be obtained in any way ; and bribes were to be offered 
to any man base enough to receive one. It was thus that such miscreants as 
Mack and Corherand were induced to invent and swear to the most malignant 
- ftbehooda. On the single evidence of one of these nien,himself an accomplice, 
'a had already been guilty of manifest perjury, and whose evidence was uo' 
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ooDfint^ed b; urj nther tetlimony^ did the Duke of ManchestEr, in one i: 

of Lean, utder tbe eiecutiun or the final and dreadful sentence of the law. The 

wbile people of JajnaicR claimed as their birthright the eajoyment of English 
laws und privileges, How had they enjoyed them? By engrossiny to tiieUi- 
Belves all the advantages of that excellent ayalem, and by placing (he blnckl 
under a code of laws in which every feature of injustice and tyranny were dll- 
gustingly prominent. It had been ftaserted, that (he conduct of the judges on 
those trials had been free from all imputation. And yet, though tlie miserable 
Bad ignorant prisoners wore without counsel or attorney, the judges had not 
bross-Biamined a bingle witness. Did Colonel Cox, vihose biimanity was bo 
much extolled, ask," Have you been promised your freedom ?" "Have you been 
(hmatenrd by yoiir master ;" Nothing of the sort ; and althou)di five magistrHtes 
presided, not one had the common bonealy, or rather thp comman humanity, to 
put a single question (u elocidate thij Irulh. Id short, if the amendment nere 
Harried, it would henceforth be thought sufficient in the Colonies to adhere to the 
loBTe forms of law, and to disregard all the obligations of substantial jurlice. It 
had been said, that one of the slaves, Cosley,had confessed his crime. He did not 
believe it. Where was his confession? He begged to ask, whether the following 
scene bad not oci^urred at Che place of execution : — Were not (be graves of the 
miserable sufferers dug beneath the gallows 7 Was not an olTer made to spare 
(he lives of any two who would confess their guilt ? and did they not one and 
all refuse to acknowled!(e (he slightest criminBlity? That such was the fact, 
he bad from a respectable gentleman, an eye-witness of the scene. In defence 
of the Duke of Manchester it was said, that the niarm was great, and the 
responsibility heavy, and that eiaoiples were ne^ceaaary. But before examples 
were made, ought not guilt to he established 7 The very laws of Jamaica vrere 
framed in defiance of every semblance of jusBce, as respected the blacks. 
Hence judges and juries, in the case of blacks, lost Ei|;ht of what would be 
mere humanity in the case of a while ; and hence the horrible scenes, origi- 
nating ID pusillanimity and hatred, which were last year exhibited. Much had 
l)een said of the horrors attending negro insurrection; but even these would 
form no parallel to the horrors which the whites, professors of Christian ily, end 
acquainted with the forms and principles of justice, had heaped from time to 
time OD the devoted negroes. All the massacres of St. Doming were not to be 
compared with the barbarities related by Bryan Edwards to have been per- 
petruted by the whiles of Jamaica on the negroes, and yet, though himself a 
man of education and talents, he relates them unaccompanied by a single 
Teflection on tbeir needless and wanton cruelty. Conspiracy might be danger- 
ous, but it was not less dangerous to drive a population lo desperation by such 
scenes as these. If they meaut to preserve (he Colonies, they might adminiKter 
the laws strictly i but they must do justice and love mercy. No race of men 
would submit to be quiet, if their feelings were wronged and tortured by opprrs- 
sion. If in our conduct to the negro we followed the principles of Christian- 
ity ; it we taught him a sense of justice and a knowl--dge of God ; if we 
afforded him pri'sent comfort, and a future hope of rising from his present de- 
|;raded slate, we might keep him quiet ; but we could never do so by the opera- 
lion of the mere fear of terrible punishment. If we looked to past events, 
and contemplated those likely lu arise, we must be convinced, that it was good 
for all who lived in the distant parts of our dominions, that the doors of 
this house ilhould be open to tbeir complaints, and that in all cases parliament 
ahoold shew its readiness to do justice and to piinish oppression. 

The So LiciTon -General perfectly concurred with his Learned Friend in all 
the sentiments he had expressed of a generous abhorrence of slavery as well as 
in his eloquent denunciation of its abuses ; and he most earnestly desired a re- 
formation of these evils ; but he could not agree with him as to the gross mal- 
Tersationitf all who were concerned in the late trials. The House could not 
adopt Mr, Denman's resolution withoul beioK prepared to stale, that the judges, 
the jury, and Ihe governor, had all been guilty of a perversion of law and a 
tiolation of justice. He did not contend that these trials had been properly 
conducted, but (hat such as they vete, they were in accordance wilh the laws 
of Jamaica. Were these trials illegal according to (he lexlocir That that Uw 
was bad and required a thorough reformation, every individual on both aides of 
Ihe House was agr^d. Thai in all iriiiU the black should be on Ibe sums foot. 
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ill); tvith tlw vtbite lie uuinlHiDeit as strohgly as any inaa ; but he tvuuld not 
ronsent to ■tiguinlisi' iudividualB who had only acted eccoidiBg lu the eiUling 
*tAtc of law. Tlmy wer« not (a he punished because Ike law nas liad, or 1k- 
cRuse the; were t>ul such a aicely balaDcing Jury as a jury of the county of 
Kent : aad yel for tbis the resolulJUD went to i^aademn lliem. lie was not pte- 
linted indeed tu defend Ibese pruuecdings. Me vias nut (irepareil lo take upon 
himself the task of threading Itie ichiiography. Still ho did nul think Ihu judges 
and govcraor ought to be eeuaured. It would he injustice ax great a« anj 
'whicTi had taken place ia the Colonies if we were to cundeain these men for 
(ictiug under (he existing Ian. The Kouae, he (rusted, would execute thedut; 
of aiDending that law ; and he agreed fully with his Hon. Frieadd iipposile ai 
to (he hated uud accursed nature of the syiteni of slavery, and he west along 
nilh Ibem io desiring the abolition of it and Ila evUa ; but still be could uot 
vote fur (he origiuiil motion, hut must vote for the amendnicnti 

Mr. W. Smith gave Lis lOEed of praise to the force and eloquence diiplkjed 
by hia Learned Triends, (Mr. Denmaa and Dr. Lusbington), and would not 
weaken [tie effect of their arguments by repeating them. He fully agreed, 
lioireier, vrith the Solicitor General in designatiuu; the colonial system as a 
liated and accursed system. He hitnself avoided the use of sucb expTessions, 
but be rejoiced (o hear (hem fall from the tnou(h of su high an authority. That 
Hon. and Lcarued IMember, while he denied the dishonesty of Uie Jamaica 
Jury, in fact, admitted (hat the negroes were living in a state of saciety, the 
very nature of which required such a system of laws as almost to render it 
impossible for tliem to expect justice. If, however, ho Lad examined the pro- 
ceedings of (he cour(H rather more accurately, ha would find tliat tliey were not 
to be jostified even on the ground of having adminiatHred the law strictly, ac- 
cgrdlng to its existing forms. They had not admitted or rejected evidence, on 
mere technical rules of evidence. They Lad admitted against the prisoners 
bearsay evidence, M the thinl hand ; and without attending In mere technical 
disli net ions, which a common or even special jury of the country might not be 
supposed (o know, they had violated principles of evidence so clear that every 
man must he aertuainted with (hem. In fact, no man of common sense and 
common humanity could (ail lo observe the looaenesB of the eridenoe on which 
thase persnas hod been convicted. These trials, however, did not furnish the 
only instances of the absiilule necessity of altering the present laws of tLe 
island. Indeed those laws conld not be exposed to (he view of the British 
paople, without (heir sayiog instantly, that such a system could not be Buffered 
10 exist Id any dependencies of the British cmpive. The people and (he Par- 
Uunent of tbla country were disposed to alter this system. The white people 
0f Jamaica said i[ should not ba altered. In what a dilemma, then, was this 
eonntry placed . The allcrntion must eventually take place, but in the inter, 
nediats time what centroul was possessed by the people of Englnnd, that an 
MdnlDiatration of law according to the principles of justice and humanity should 
iHMOUred to the Colonies ? \yas there now any other security than that of 
paUie opinion i His Hon. and Learned Friend hsd proposed s reaolulion, by 
which the voice of public opinion would be clearly expressed. However the 
question novr at issue between the motion and the amendment might be derided, 
the discussion, he WHS convinced, would have done infinilB good. It wnnld 
apen to the eyea of the public such scenea as they were not accustomed lo see ; 
it weuld eonvince them, that the representatioua made by those who were some- 
times IXIsely accused of mlBleailing the public mind, were true lepresentatious ; 
ibal they had not asserted one fact which was not fully made on( when (he do- 
cuments were prodnced ; that they had not put forth one statement which was 
not confirmed lo its very letter -, (hat there was not one single accusation of 
eruelty which was not fully 0B[abli8hed, He did not say that (ha Right Hon, 
Gentleman opposite (Mr. Canning) had given, two nights ago, a view of (he 
ueliurUtiouB in the eondilion of the slaves which he did not believe lo he true ; 
bu| he thuught the persons to whom thai Kight Hon. Gentleman had trusted for 
kit jn/oimatioa Lad misinformed him. He was i)uitB sure Ihat the meliorations 
had neiiher been so numerous nor so important as the Right Hon. Gentlestan 
had staled. The prrsenl system of alareiy, be it remembered, was not thlt 
which CbiiMiaoity Ht itsStsI coming had tolerated. Itliadnot, as was allefad 
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anliquity to justify it ; it was of mtiBhroom growth ; it had spraog op iong, long 
after the prevalence of CbriatiaDily had actuallj' abolished the ancient slaieTj, 
end, in his opinion, the cuiating slavery and the ChriBtian reli^on were most 
entirely opposed to, and wholly incompatible with, each other. 

Sir Robert Wilson agreed nith the Hon. Mpmber who had just sat down, 
and with the Hon. and Learned Gentleman who bad brought forward the niolion, 
who he thought was entitled to the thanks of the Houie and the country, for 
calling their attentiou to Iheee gross abuses. The motion of hie Learned Friend 
was more agreeable to the view he took of the matter than the amendment, 
precisely because he thought the House was called on to pass a vote of censure 
on the magistrates, the goTemor, and the whole coarse of the proceedings ; it 
was bound to censure the judges, Ihejurors, and all the parties concerned in 
carrying on these lawless and sanguinary proceedings. The magistrates had 
not acted ander tbe sanction of the law, but in violation of it. Tlie evidence 
was such as common justice, common sense, and common humanity would in- 
stantly have rejected. He would do the Law Officers of the Crown the justice 
lo say, that they had spoken of the system in those strong terms it merited ; but 
he did not know that the Hoose was as yet aware of all its atrocities — what 
would Members think of the following case? In ISSS, a man named James 
Simpson was tried at Jamaica, for having chained down a young girl, only nine 
years of age, and (hen committing a rape on her person. He was found guilty ; 
but his counsel moved, in nrrest of judgment, that tbe man had committed no 
crime, for the girl was not a human being, but a chattel, and that as against her 
the ofieQce was no oll'ence. Tbe case was remitted to England, and be believed 

the opinion of the twelve judges was required o' 

existing state of the law in Jamaica, no punishi 

man, and he was set at liberty. The Govemmei 

alio believed, and liad made strong representatlo 

on the subject of the law. From such circumsi 

was the actual state of the law, and what tbe condition of the slai , 

we were bound to pursue the total destruction of slavery, reckless of every 

opposing plea. 

Mr. GorLBiiRN, linving had Ihe misfortune to succeed to a property in the 
Colonies, could nol allow the debate to close without asserting, that there were 
Gentlemen connected with the colonies, who felt as warmly concerning all these 
tniDsactiouR as any of the Honourable Members on Ihe other side of the House. 
It was due to the Colonists to state, that the sentiments of many of them were 
peifecUy in unison with those of the Gentlemen who reprobated these proceed- 
ings. He found it the more necessary to make this declaration, because he 
intended to vote for the amendment, though in most of what had been said 
respecting the trials, the evidence, the laws of the colonies, he fully agreed with 
the Hon. Gentlemen opposite. But, though of this opinion, he cnuld not go the 
length of the original proposition, because be was not prepared to visit with a 
heavy censure, or to stigmatize as criminal, men, who, living in a stale of society 
quite dtSerent from this, whose property and lives bein|r at stake, and who 
acting under the greatest apprehension, had not conducted themselves quite so 
calmly, so dispassionately, as Gentlemen would have conducted themselves here. 
If the resolution of liis Hon. Friend went forth with the unanimous approval of 
the Hoase, it would be impossible for the Colonists to doubt how highly their 
conduct was disapproved of. They must see, that Gentlemen who agreed on 
no other subject, had united to condemn the Colonial laws ; and such a sentence 
of condemnation would, he thought, operate as an eflectual check against such 
proceedings in future. The original resolution involved in it a principle that, 
if applied to the judicial establishments of this country, might lead lo enormous 
evils. It called on the House, with very insufficient evidence, to pass a severe 
censure on the magistracy of Jamaica. 

Mr. Broughxh diflerad entirely from the Right Hon. Gentleman in the view 
he took of the subject. The opinion of that House, censuring the unjust con- 
dact of the Magistrates, and pointing out that the system wa<> wrong, and 
Teqoired reform, would indeed convince the Colonists that it must be reformed. 
fiat aa the amendment, though expressing a strong disapprobation of the system, 
sought to screen those acts of injustice which were not denied, and could not be 
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^^^B denied, wliich were underentied and indefensible ; aa this Amendment not anl} 
^^H songbt to screen, bat actually defended ivbdt no single man in thnt House would 
^^H Btand up to defend, be felt birageir bound to take the sense of the Huuse en the 
^^H -anbject ; and he should divide ngainst tiie Amendment, Ihougb he steed alone, 
^^H lather than It sliould go foitli to the public as having received the unanimous 
^^V KppmbBtion of thai House. Tbe Ain'eodnient attributed all the blame to tLe 
^^m rfstem, but assumed that the trials were all strictly aceording to the Tegular 
mode of proceeding ; therefore, it was said, that the system alone was to be 
amended, and it was not proper to express an opinion nn the conduct of those 
whn bad acted under it. Tbe Attorney -General had said, lie bhould be the last 
man to defend the system ; and tbe Solicitor- General liad said, God forbid, that 
lie should deny or defend the atrocities of the system. He was even indig;nant, 
that it should be supposed be had looked through the Report, aud examined the 
cases, with a view to defend Ihem. He did not even attempt to palliate, nhat, 
all admitted, deserved blame ; but be wished the House to distinguish between 
the law and the individuals, and only to censure the fonner. Hut, in hii opinion, 
the law hid been so perverted — the evidence was so inadmissible— the charge 
90 vague and irregular, that it was not possible tu defend the conduct of tbe in- 
dividuals. Even iu Smith's case there was a better ground of defence : he tvai 
tried, indeed, by an anomalous Court — by a Court half militiiry, half civil; but 
' there had been a definite disturbance, and there was against him a iperiGc 

t charge ; but in the St. Mary's cose, how were the men put on their trial ! Hia 
Learned Friend said Ihey were legally tried ; hut all the evidence against them 
wKs hearsay evidence, some at third band — such as would not, as he well knew, 
be received in this counlry, or in any country where law was known. His 
Leartied Friend had stated, that tbe whole had been conducted according to 
law, and that the law had not been violated. With all due respect to his 
Learned Friend, he would say, that if the law had not been violated, it had 
been perverted ~-thut jualice bad been violated, and that, under colour of law, 
a gross and a violent act of injustice had been committed. The precipitancy 
witb which tbe St. Mary's trial bad been conducted naa most indefenEible. *' I 
thought it my duty (says Colonel Co<[) to insist on the Magistralrs trying the 
Negroes that had been taken, immediately : and to send their trial und sentence 
express, as it will, in my opinion, be highly impurtitnt for the safety of the 
parish, and probably, the island, that Ihey should be executed before Christmas :" 
— DO respite — no breathing lime, was allowed between the trial and tbe execu- 
tion. There was a necessity, it was supposed, to hasten forward the operation 
— to proceed with the trial, trusting to a conviction, in order that there might 
be an execution before Chtiatmas. At St. Mary's the men were put on their 
Rial without many of the formalities resorted to iu tlie other trials, and which, 
therefore, must have been omitted, not from ignorance, but intentionally, or 
frcm mere indifference. The charge was vague and indeBoite, and the prisoners 
were condemned on evidence which would not have been thought aulbcient in 
this country to convict the basest of mankind of the smallest penal offence. 
Thoae eight men were sentenced to death, to gratify ihe headlong impatience 
•ad alarm of some of their masters ; and to deter others, they were ordered to 
be executed before* Christmas. If the House felt as he knew they must feel, he 
was sure they would not be satisfied, unless they passed a censure on the judi- 
cature that tried them. But if the pracee<lings of this judicial body were 
influenced by their apprehensions, that could not be said of the Governor, wbo 
was at a distance, and could nut be aflectcd by the vain fears which existed 
among the people of St. Mary's. These fears wore local : and if they afforded 
a Justification of tbe people on the spot, they afforded no justificalion, no exten- 
nation whatever, of the precipitancy of the Governor. He received the state- 
ment of tbe trial, read the vague charges, compared the evidence, varying and 
contradictory as it was ; he was surrounded by his Council, his Secretary, and 
his Law Officers, and had access to their opinions. And yet even kt would 
give these men no breathing time, would allow them no respite, but by the return 
of the messenger, dispatched instructions that they should be executed rorth- 
with. There was a similar baste, an 4 a similar irrrgulatily, in Ihe trial ofLeon, 
of St. George's, and similar discrepancies in the evidence uf Corbcrand ; for it 
was on his varying and contradictory evidence the man was capitally con - 
virled. He renaldered the whole of the proceedings la be a perversion of the 
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law, and tha convictions to be a gross violation of jastice ; and if men were 
placed in a situation where they could be excited by their apprehensions to 
commit such actS) and where the system was such that they could commit them 
with impunity, he thought it was so much the more necessary that the House 
should express a strong opinion on their conduct. If men were placed in a 
situation in which they might, under the influence of some momentary passion, 
lend themselves to the commission of irrevocable measures, involving no less 
than the life and death of individuals, it behoved the House the more strongly 
to express an opinion which might prevent the recurrence of similar conduct. 
The House was bound to shew the world, that if justice and mercy were duties, 
it was no less a duty in those intrusted with power to retain their self-posses- 
sion and firmness ; and it was no less imperiously required of them, not to allow 
themselves to be led away by a panic or terror, under the influence of which 
they might shed, or, as in this case, sanction the shedding of innocent blood. 
He would not think he had done his duty if he had not stated these his reasons 
for holding that these proceedings ought not to pass without merited reproof. If 
it were to go out to the West Indies that such proceedings had escaped the 
censure of Parliament, then the same injustice, the same cruelties, would be 
committed over and over again with impunity. 

- Mr. Canning, in rising to state the reasons why he approved of the Amend* 
ment, in preference to the original motion, was anxious to have it distinctly un- 
derstood that he did not yield to any man in the feelings which those pioceedings 
were naturally calculated to excite, and that he differed from the Gentlemen 
opposite, only because it appeared to himi that the question must be decided 
upon grounds of a more limited nature.— Even upon the Hon. and Learned 
Gentleman's own shewing, it would be impossible for him consistently to vote for 
the original Resolution ; and why f Because that Resolution condemned the 
whole of these proceedings by one sweeping affirmation of a perversion of all 
law and justice ; whereas, his speech went in some degree to discriminate the 
cases from each other. But the Amendment stated what was true, with respect 
to all the proceedings, viz. : — ^That Negro life was put to hazard, and Negro 
blood shed, by a system totally different from that which was applied to white 
men. In all these proceedings this was to be lamented, and so, with respect to 
all, the Amendment was strictly correct. If the Resolution of the Honourable 
and Learned Gentleman had been couched in such words as these, — '* That 
this House, considering the trials in Jamaica in 1823-4, felt it to be its duty to 
express, in the strongest terms, its sorrow for the manner in which these trials 
had been conducted, and thought that the system ought to be altered," he 
would have had no objection to it. But instead of this, in his original Resolu- 
tion, he proposed, that the House should express its ^^ sorrow and indignation 
at the perversion of law and justice in the proceedings, and at the precipitation 
in the execution of a sentence wholly unsupported by evidence.'' Now, 
be was not prepared to vote for a resolution containing these assertions. 
He was not prepared to say, that in these proceedings there was a perversion of 
law, as usually administered in the Colonies. Undoubtedly, he considered the 
law as one which ought to be altered ; but he was not prepared to affirm that 
the authorities had. perverted the law, such as it was, or that there had been 
undue precipitation in the execution of the sentence. With respect to the 
Judges, they had the power to have ordered it without any reference to the 
Governor at all; yet, in point of fact, they had referred the sentence to the 
Governor. They were acting under an alarm which pervaded the whole of 
the white population; and yet, they did not avail themselves of the power 
of ordering immediate execution, but, of their own free will, they referred the 
sentence to the Governor ; so that, with respect to them, the proposition with 
respect to precipitation was completely megatived. Then, as to the Duke of 
Manchester, he was the representative of the Crown in that country, and, among 
other prerogatives, he had the exercise of that of mercy. Now, as a general rule, 
he saiJ, with respect to the prerogative of mercy, that he coul<i not conceive a 
more formidable and dangerous example than that which would be furnished by 
the House interfering to censure the exercise of the prerogative of extending or 
withholding mercy. The exercise of that prerogative must be left unquestioned, 
or the prerogative itself must be entirely taken away; for you totally deprive 
it of its essence when you make it subject to Parliamentary investigation. If 
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the Hob. and Learned GentlenUift had commanicated his resolatioii to him be- 
fore it was moyed in tlie House, he vrould hare been happy to suggest such 
amendments as might have led to an unanimons approbation of it by the House, 
instead of drawing up, along with others, another resolution expressive of their 
Tiews, which was now proposed as an amendment. Nay, be might say, that if the 
original resolution had not contained propositions which he thought unfounded in 
fact, he would have preferred voting for it; but, as the matter stood, he thought 
that the amendment would best satisfy^ not all the feelings which a perusal of 
these papers naturally and necessarily excited — not all the feelings which might 
very properly be expressed in communications between man and man^— but that 
which was most fitting for Parliament to resolve; and this would operate as 
effectually in the Colonies as a specific censure, while it avoided all the incon- 
veniences with which a censure on the proceedings of a Court of Judicature 
would be attended. He was particularly anxious to show timt there was no 
difference among them on any other point than an apprehension of the evils that 
might result from passing a censure upon a judicial and legal proceeding. It 
was to save that point — to save the public from the danger of such a precedent, 
that he voted for the amendment in preference to the original resolution. For 
the precedent might, if once established, ascend from these disgusting tribunals 
to others of a higher and better description. With whatever disgust, therefore, 
in a moral point of view, they must look at these proceedings, still, if conducted 
according to the law of the place, they were not a proper subject for censure in 
that House. He would not enter into the details of these trials, nor say any thing 
to blunt the edge of those feelings with which they must be regarded. He only 
wished to impose this check, not upon the feelings themselves, but upon that 
undue and irregular mode of expressing them which the original resolution in- 
volved. 

Mr. Den MAN, in reply, said, he had apprized many members, atid among 
otheis, the Colonial Secretary, of the contents of his resolution. He certainly 
felt very desirous that any resolution which it was proper to pass upon this sub- 
ject, should be adopted unanimously; and he was not so much attached to any 
particular phrases of bid own, as to refuse to adopt other words, providied he 
could do so consistently with his duty, and with that which he believed the 
House owed to itself. If he had failed in making the most of his case, his de- 
ficiencies had been supplied by his friends around him ; and, if they had left any 
thing undone, that deficiency also had been supplied by the arguments of the 
gentlemen on the other side; for every gentleman who had spoken on that side, 
had used expressions as strong, if not stronger, than those contained in his 
resolution, but had endeavoured to get rid of the natural effect of them, by a 
quibbling fallacy. It was said that those tribunals proceeded according to the 
laws of Jamaica, and it was denied that there was precipitation. Now, he 
would ask, whether it Was the law of Jamaica, that the trial should take pla6e 
in two days after the apprehension of the supposed offenders ? — whether it vfita 
the law of Jamaica that they should have the assistance of neither counsel nor 
witnesses? — whether it was the law of Jamaica that eight men should be exe- 
cuted in one morning, in order that there might be executions before Christmas? 
— whether it was the law of Jamaica that the wife should be called upon to give 
evidence against her husband on a trial for his life? If the law did not ab- 
solutely compel them to adopt such a course of proceeding, then there was here 
a gross perversion of law and justice. His resolution was founded upon this, 
that, although some form of law had been preserved, it had been perverted in 
principle. It was a perversion of the law to precipitate execution under a sen- 
tence resting on proof, upon which no human beings ought to be condemned. 
It was a perversion of the law to execute eight men in one morning, that there 
might be executions before Christmas. The Attorney- General had said that it 
was the practice in the Colonies to proceed on hearsay evidence, and that he 
had found, upon inquiry, that such had been usually received in the trial of 
slaves. Now, the Common Law of Jamaica was the same as the Common Law 
of England ; and was it the law of England, that persons should be tried and 
condemned on hear-say evidence? That a wife should be received as a witness 
against her husband? This was not the law; and, even if it had been the law, 
that would not have justified these disgusting and infkmous proceedings. Bftt, 
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then, ths AtloToey-OcDeral meeU part of the objorlion ia anolbrt vay, and »ays 
that Ibe womaa, althoui;b iitie cohabited with the man, might not be his wife : 
hs bad made inqtiiriHii, lie laid, to aspertain how the mittlrr stood ; but it did 
not apprnr Ihal he had got any inrormalioa, either (he one way or the other. 
Bui the Tuct that she was his wife was atatetl on the record; and if ahe bad not 
been w>, il was not tu be Bupposed that the Judge would not have taken aotice 
of it. It wua, therefore, in this case, to be talien that the woman wag really the 
wife of tfaii man, against whuui she gave evidence. In these cases, the Common 
Law had been grossly perverted, and the only reasonable objection to bis reso- 
lution was, that il did nut go far enougb^that it did not auffidently set forth 
the extent of tlie violation of law, which had taken place in these infamous pro- 
ri-edings. Tlien, anulher point was argued, that the resgliition did not discri- 
minate between the several cases, It, however, proceeded upon |;roundB wbicb 
were common to them all, aa far aa respected tbe perversion of law. Persons 
were tried and condemned on the testimony of witnesses not sworn, and on 
hoarsay— the wife bad been adduced aa evidence against ber husband— the 
executions had been indecently precipitated. All these were perversions of law 
— ell of them dearly supported bis resolution, and the House would abandon ila 
duty if it adopted any thing abort of il. Then, as to the Jud|;es, it was said that 
Ihey bad not been precipitale, and they bad almost been praised lor not ordering 
immediate execution, but referring the sentence to the Governor. It was a lame 
cause which required this sort of bolstering- The Juries were certainly the least 
blameable. because tbey had been misled by the Judges. And who waa the 
chief judge in this case/ The military command ei, who headed tlie troops 
which sunrounded Ibe Court, who was anxious to have ciecutioua before Christ, 
maa — who condemned these poor creatures on sucb unheard-of testimony, and 
whowRB stiid not to have been precipitate, because he did not order instant exe- 
cution, but referred the sentence to tbe Governor. Then came the defence of 
the Governor. It was said, that it would be most dangerous to interfere with 
tbe exercise of the prerogative of extending or withholding mercy. But he 
mainlalned that il was not a question of mercy, but of justice; for the Governor 
was bound, io justice, not to have ordered execution in snch a case. Suppose 
a case had come before the Secretary for the Home Department, where persons 
bad l>eeu condemned upon evidence clearly bad and insufficient ; would he, in 
Buob a case, advise execution without further Inquiry! And that, too, In order 
to have evecution done, and an example made before a certain day? Then 
his resulution called for a reform— of what! Not of the law, though thatdohbt- 
less required it, but of the ad niinlst ration of criminal Justice in the island. But, 
they were lold, that the system of law ought to bear all (he blame. But, was it 
to be endured, Ihal public functionaries should thus carry unjust sentences into 
execution in such u precipitate manner, and that the House should do nothing 
more than coolly say, that all the blame rested with Ibe system! What was the 
check upon the admioislration of the law under such a system! Why, that an 
English nobleman, having an English education— acquainted with the laws and 
usages of Parliament, and knowing something of the general feelings and dis- 
position of the English people, stood there like a great sea-mark, not to give 
eflecl Io the fears of the rabble, but to take care that impartial Justice was done 
to sJI classes. If he did not act in this manner, be deserved censure, and ought 
to be censured. The system, such as it was, was still in operation, and il cer- 
tainly was the more necessary that the judicial proceedings should be strictly 
watched. Then came the argument of tbe late Secretary to the Colonies, and 
be said that Ibis resolution would be a dangerous precedent in olhef cases. But, 
was the House prepared to say that il never would inquire into any Judicial 

Eroceedings, where, allhougb the essence of justice had been violated, the forma 
ad been complied with! Whal would be said of [he case of Si. Mary's; what of 
that of SU George's, in which a person had been condemned and executed, on 
tbe evidence of Corbcmnd alone, alter the infamy of the witness was manifest! 
In the trials of Rui<sell and Sydney, the forms of law had bvea complied with. 
They bad been indicted, tried, and convicted by Juries misled by Ibe Judges. 
And yet. If their cases were to come before the House, would it be a ("ood ground 
of argument against a censure upon the Judges who condemned, and the Go- 
Temment who executed, that the mere forms of law hnd be«n complied with t 
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So wdtlkery in the present case, could a compliance with mere forms protect the 
Judges and Governor, the former of whom seemed almost to be praised by the 
other side for not doing all the injustice they could have done. With respect to 
the system, it was quite impossible it could last long, and he was not very 
anxious about that part of the resolution. But he was sure, that if such conduct 
as this had been exhibited in Britain, it would haye been visited with the 
utmost severity; and, if these proceedings in the Colonies were to be suffered 
to pass unreprobated by that House, they would be laying a foundation for the 
foulest perversions of justice. He could not, therefore, consent to withdraw 
kis resolution. 

The House then divided — 

For the original motion, 63 — Against it, 103 — Majority, 40. 

After the division, and while strangers remained excluded, Mr. Brodoham, 
referring to the course and temper of the discussion, suggested the propriety of 
cutting off the latter part of the amendment relative to the inexpediency of im- 
peadiing the verdict of the Court, being all that part which followed the words 
** the year 1823." 

Mr. Canning assented to the suggestion, and it was agreed nem, con, to alter 
the amendment accordingly. 

It then stood thus : — 

Resolved, nemine contradiccnte : — " That this House sees, in the proceedings 
which have been brought under its consideration, with respect to the late trials 
of slaves in Jamaica, further proof of the evils inseparably attendant upon a 
state of Slavery ; and derives therefrom increased conviction of the propriety of 
the resolutions passed by this House on the I5th of May, 1823." 
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NEGRO SLAVERY ; or, a View of some of ihe prominent Fea- 
tures or ihe State of Society, as it exists in tlie United States, and in 
llie Colonies of tlio West indies, especially in Jamaica. 

AN APPEAL to the Religion, Juslice, and Humanity of the Inha- 
bitants of the British Empire, in behalf of the Negro Slaves in the 
West Indies. By WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, Esq. M. P. 

The SLAVERY of the BRITISH WEST INDIA COLONIES 
Dehneated, as it exists both in Law and Practice, and compared with 
the Slavery of other Countries, Ancient and Modern. By JAMES 
STEPHEN, Esq. 

THE SLAVE COLONIES OF GREAT BRITAIN ; or, A PIC- 
TORE OF NEGRO SLAVERY, DRAWN by the COLONISTS 
ihemselveB; being an Abstract of the various Papers RECENTLY 
laid before Parliament on that Subject. 

THE ARGUMENT,— "That the COLONIAL SLAVES are better 
off than ihe BRITISH PEASANTRY," Answered by THOMAS 
CLARKSON, M. A. 

ENGLAND ENSLAVED byherOWN COLONIES; an Address 
to the Electors of Great Britain. By JAMES STEPHEN, Esq. 
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Society. 

The IMPOLICY of SLAVERY Illustrated. 
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advanced AGAINST PARLIAMENTARY INTERFERENCE in 
Behalf of the Negro Slaves, with a Statement of Opinions which have 
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Statesmen, including Earl Grey, Earl of Liverpool, Lord Grenville, 
Lord Dudley and Ward, Lord Melville, Mr. Burke, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, 
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RELIEF for WEST INDIAN DISTRESS; shewing the Ineffi- 
ciency of Protecting Duties on East. India Sugar, and pointiDg out other 
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A LETTER on the injurious Effects of High Prices, and the 
beneficial Effects of Low Prices, on the Condition of Slavery. By 
JAMES CROPPER. Price Is. 

The SUPPORT of SLAVERY INVESTIGATED. By JAMES 
CROPPER. 6d. 

THOUGHTS on the NECESSITY of IMPROVING ihe CON- 
DITION of the SLAVES in the British Colonies, with a View to their 
ULTIMATE EMANCIPATION ; and on the Practicability, the 
Safety, and the Advantages of the latter measure. By T. CLARK- 
SON, Esq. 1823. Price 2s, 

EAST and WEST INDIA SUGAR; or, a Refutation of ihe Claims 
of the West India Colonies to a protecting Duty on East India Sugars. 
Price 3s. 




London, 18, Alilermanhury, April JK). 1826. 

[No. n. 

ANTI-SLAVERY 

MONTHLY REPORTER. 



I 
I 
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lBstds;-ar every nionlh. Copies will be forwarded, at Ihe reqaeBl of any Anti- 
SlBTOry Society, at tbe rate of four shillingB per hundred, when not exceeding; 
half a <heel,aail in proportion, when it exceeds that quantity. All persons wl«h- 
ing to receiye a regular supply are requested lo make application lo ihe Secretary, 
«t the Society's office, Nu. IB, Aldermanbury, and nientiun the conveyance hj 
irhieb tb«y nay be most conveniently sent. 



THE PROGRESS OF COLONIAL REFORM ; 
Being a Brief View of the real Advance made since Ike I5lh of May, 
1823, in carrying into effect the Recommendations of His Majesty, 
the unanimous Resolutions of Parliament, and the universal Prayer 
of the Nation, with respect lo Negro Slavery.^ Drawn from the 
Parliamentary Papers which have appeared prior lo the lOth of 
April, 1826. 

On the 15th of May, 1823, the House of Commons resolved, on Ihc 
motion of Mr. Canning;, " to adopt etTectual and decisive measures for 
meliorating the condition of the Slave population in his Majesty's Colo- 
lues;" and expressed its hope that " through a determined and perse- 
vering, but judicious and temperate enforcement of such measures," the 
slaves might be prepared, " for a participalion in those civil rights and 
privtle|:es which areenjoyedbyotherclasaesof His Majesty's subjects ;" 
" at the earliest period compatible with the well-being of the Slaves, the 
safety of the Colonies, and a fair and equitable consideration of the 
interests of all parties conrerred therein." 

Id pursuance of this resolution. His Majesty's Government proposed 
to introduce into all the Slave Colonies ihe following reforms : viz. 

1. To provide the means of religious instruction and Christian edu- 
cation for the Slave population, 

2. To put an end to markets and to labour on the Sunday, and to 
appropriate that day entirely to rest and recreation, and lo religious 
worship and instruction ; and instead of Sunday, which had hitherto 
been the day on which, in most of the Colonies, the Slaves had culti- 
vated their provision grounds, to allow ihem equivalent lime on other 
days for that purpose. 

3, To admit the testimony of Slaves in courts of juslice. 

4, To legalize the marriages of Slaves, and to protect them in the 
enjoyment of their connubial rights. 
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5. To protect ihe Slaves by law in the acquisition and possession of 
property, and in its transmission bv beqiiesl. or otlierwise. 

6. To remove all ihe existing obstructions to manumission, and to 
grant to the Slave the power of redeeming himself, and his wiftr and 
children, at a fair appraisement. 

7. To prevent the separation of families by sale, or otherwise. 

8. To prevent the aeizure and sale of Slaves detached from the 
estate or plantation to which they belong. 

9. To restrain generally the power, and lo prevent the abuse, of ar- 
bitrary punishment at the will of the master. 

10. To abolish the degrading corporal punishment of females. 

11. To abolish the use of the driving-whip in ihe field, either as an 
iblem of authority, or as a stimulus lo labour. 

12. To establish Savings' Banks for the use of the Slaves. 
Besides these important changes, aa to the propriety of which, little 

difference of opinion has appeared to exist in this country, and even 
the West-Indian body have generally concurred,* there were two 
other points which formed the subject of much discussion, and to 
the expediency of which it was understood that His Majesty's Govern- 
ment assented. 

One of these respected the question of relieving Negroes and per- 
sons of colour, from tlie operation of that unjust principle of Colonial 
law, which subjects them to be dealt with as Slaves, unless they shall 
be able to establish, by legal proof, their right to freedom. The other 
respected the policy of not permitting future governors, or judges, 
or attorneys 'general, or fiacals, or religious instructors, in the Slave 
Colonies, to be holders of property in Slaves, + 

The views which were taken of the condition of the Slave popula- 
tion by His Majesty's Ministers, and by the Anti-Slavecy Society, may 
possibly have differed in some respects, and the former may have been 
led to think more favourably of it than the latter. But, thus far they 
were agreed ; that that condition was such as to ret[uire those sweep- 
ing reforms which the above propositions involved, and which virtually 
conceded to the abolitionists the substance of their case. It was clearly 
impassible to maintain that such reforms were called for in our Slave 
Colonies, without admitting that the state of society existing there was 
at war with every acknowledged principle of natural equity, of common 
humanity, or of British constitutional law, and with the whole spirit 
and genius of the Christian religion, and that therefore the most prompt 
remedial measures were called for. 

His Majesty's Government appeared to have felt so strongly the 
force of this necessary inference from the facta of the case, that a 
fortnight was not suffered to elapse, after tlie resolution of the 15th of 
May, 1823, had been adopted, before brief instructions were sent to 

• Lord Balhurst affirms repeatedly, ip his diapalches lo tbe Colonial gover- 
nors, that (lie measures he waa aniious tbe leKislatures should adopt, had 
" tu almost Gvi!ry iaatuncR, been recommended bj die principal planters resideDt 

1 tlie House of Commons, 15th May, 1B33, 
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tie governors of the different Slave Colonies, to have it forUiwilli 
carried into effect ; and tlicse were followed, in a few weeks, by further 
instnictions still more ample and peremptory, to the same purport.* 
The abujitionisis are accused' of impatience, because ihcy conipliiin of 
the delay of three years wbich has already taken place, and of the 
much greater delay which, on the present plan of proceeding, 13 likely 
to take place before the prnposed work of reform shall have even effec- 
tually commenced. But what was the language of Lord Bathurst, His 
Majesty's Secretary of Slate, as early as the 9[h of July, 1823, in con- 
veying to the Colonial governors His Majesty's commands ? — " I have 
most earnestly to impress upon you," says his lordship, in his circular 
letter of tliat date, " the keckssitt of proceeding to carry these im- 
provements into effect, not only with ai.l possible dispatch, but 
in tfie spirit of perfect and cordial co-operation viitk the efforii of Hii 
Majesty's Government." " If you should meet with any serious opposi- 
tion, you will lose no time in transmitting to me the necessary commu- 
nication, in order that I may take the earliest opportunity of laying 
the mailer before Parliament, and submitting for their consideration 
tuch Tneosures as it may befit to adopt in consequence." 

It may be inferred from the language of this dispatch, as well as 
from that which His Majesty's Ministers held in parliament, that at this 
time they were not fully aware of the real stiile of things in the West 
Indies, or of the general temper and feeling of the Colonists; and 
that they lelied on a ready compliance with requisitions so reasonable 
and moderate in themselves, and so consonant to the universal senti- 
ment of the British parliament and public. They were in vain warned, 
by persons who assumed to be better informed upon this point, that 
they had embarked in a hopeless undertaking; that the Colonials 
would prove inflexible by any recommendations which could be ad- 
dressed to them, or, indeed, by any considerations short of authoritative 
inlerfereuce, on the part of the Government, and of Parliament ; and 
• that the course it was determined to adopt, must end in delay and 
disappointment, if not in insurrection, and all its concomitant evils. 

Even in those Colonies in which (having no local legislatures) the 
King alone possessed the power of framing laws, it was deemed right 
not Id issue the requisite orders on the subject, but to submit the pro- 
priety of adopting the proposed changes to the Colonial authoiiiies, 
and to await their decision. The result was such as those tvho knew 
them best had fully expected. The clamour against improvement was 
no less loud, the resistance to the Royal recoramendaljons no less un- 
<]uaH(ied, in the Colonics subject to the Crown, than in those possessing 
assemblies of their own. The universality of this opposition on the 
part of the Colonists, the occurrence of tumult in Denierara, the fabri- 
cated plots in Jamaica, and the bullying remonstrances which burst 
concurrently from every pari of the West Indies, appear 10 have had 
no inconsiderable effect on the measures of His Majesty's Ministers, 
Instead of coming down to Parliament to complain that the recommen- 
dations of His Majesty had not been carried into efiect " with all pos- 
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aible dispatch," and " in a spirit of perfect and cordial co-operation 
with His Majesty's Government," and to ask for further counsel, they 
determined on delay ; in the hope that when the existing irritation had 
subsided, the Colonists would be induced to act from a sense of what 
was due to the dignity of the Crown and the authority of Parliament, 
and to the recognized claims of humanity and justice. The single 
measure, to which, in the second year, they limited themselves, was to 
embody their plan of reform in an Order of Council, which should take 
immediate effect in the island of Trinidad, and be presented to the other 
Colonies as the model of their legislation. This expedient has proved 
equally abortive with that which was first resorted to; and, at the end 
of three years, the work of reformation which Lord Bathurst so properly 
and so peremptorily required should be proceeded in with all possible 
dispatch, has, as yet, scarcely commenced in any of the Colonies, ex- 
cepting Trinidad ; and even there it was found impossible to induce 
the Colonists to pursue it in the required spirit of perfect and cordial 
co-opetaiioo with His Majesty's Government. It became necessary 
to resort to compulsion, as affording the only means of carrying their 
plans into effect. No discretion was allowed to the local autho- 
rities. The Order in Council was imposed and enforced by the 
peremptory mandate of the Sovereign. Trinidad, therefore, is the only 
Colony where the proposed reforms have been carried into any thing 
like effect; and even there they have had to encounter from the first, 
and they are still encountering the decided and avowed hostility of the 
whole White Population.' 

As the Trinidad Order has been exhibited to all the Colonies, as the 
model to which they are to assimilate their Slave codes, it is important 
exactly to ascertain the degree in which it may be considered to have 
successfully embodied the various reforms, which were originally contem- 
plated by Ministers, as the first step in their progress towards the final 
emancipation of the Slnves. To this end it will be necessary to take in 
succession the diiierent points mentioned above, and to show how far 
they have been effectively provided tor by the Order in Council. 

1. The Order speaks of some future lime, when effectual provision 
shall be made for the religious instniction of the Slaves ; but it contains 
itself no regulation whatever either for the instruction of adults, or the 
education of children. 

2. It is not until the effectual provision, thus indeSnitely spoken of, 
shall have been made, that Sunday markets are to cease; and, mean- 
while, they are to be held only before ten in the morning of Sunday. 
The master is at the same time forbidden, except in the case of domes- 
tics, cattle-keepers, &c- to compel his Slaves to labour for his benefit on 
the Sunday ; and whatever necessary labour the Slaves may be induced 
voluntarily to perform for him, on that day, is to be paid for at fixed 
rates of wages. The Order therefore does not prohibit Sunday 
markets, except prospectively, and when religious instruction shall have 



■ Sea the Parliamentary Papers, passim, under (he head Trinidad ; the So- 
cietv'fl Second Report, p. I —7 ; and tiie Slave Colonies of Great Britain, p, HO. 
It ii the second edition of thib Inst trork, whicti is quoted thraugboiil. 
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been provided for the Slaves ; and yet it institutes no means whatever 
of Buch iusiruclion. It further leaves the very important question of 
the Sunday labour of the Slave, in his provision grounds, for his own 
sustenance, wholly untouched. It has been most justly assumed by 
His Majesty's Ministers, as an undeniable position, that Sunday must 
be considered as a Say belonging to the Stave : and this position has 
been clearly laid down by Lord Bathurst, in one of his dispatches to 
the governor of Trinidad. A question had been put to him by the 
planters of that island, as to their right of compelling lazy and turbu- 
lent negroes to work their grounds on Sunday, " as bad," they say, 
" been the practice hitherto." His Lordship tells them that they are 
prohibited from using compulsion in this case, because they are entitled 
only to six days labour of the Slave in the week ; and out of the profits 
of these six days, the Slave must be supported. The master, (here- 
fore, can have no possible claim for the services of his Slave on the 
Sunday, either on his account, or wiifa a view lo the sustenance of the 
Slave. And for the time during the week which he may appropriate 
to his Slaves for their provision grounds, he can have no claim to com- 
pensation ; as ihe arrangement of allowing them land, and sufficient 
time for cultivating it, is adopted, adds his Lordship, in order to super- 
sede the necessity of purchasing provisions for them,* 

This view of the subject is clear and intelligible ; and the ftir infer- 
ence to be drawn from it is that the Sunday should be given 
wholly up to the Slave, while, to use Mr. Canning's language, e^uiva- 
lent time should be secured to him on other days, for cultivating his 
provision grounds. But this equivalent time has not been assigned to 
him in the Trinidad Order in Council. 

It had hitherto been the practice in Trinidad, and indeed in all Colo- 
nies that pursued the plan, which is there pursued, of making the 
Slaves support themselves by the cultivation of iheir provision grounds, 
to allot the Sunday and a certain portion of time besides, varybig trom 
16 to 26 days, for that purpose; the master assuming a right of com- 
pelling the slave so lo employ not only those week-days, but the Sun- 
days also ; and it being often a part ot the ordinary duty of the inferior 
overseers on plantations to visit the negro grounds on Sunday, in order 
to ascertain and report which of the Slaves were engaged there, and 
which were not. What precise number of days, besides Sundays, 
were allowed lo the Slaves in Trinidad, for the purpose of raising their 
own provisions, is no where specified. Had the Spanish law been 
adhered to, as it ought to have been, the Slaves would then have had 
62 week days and 30 holidays, besides the Sunday ; which they might 
have called their own, and which they might have employed in raising 
food, and in acquiring the means of eflecting their own or their children's 
man u mission. t This mercifiil lav, however, has not been enforced under 
the English government ; and it is believed that the number of week 
days in the year, allowed to the Slave, has at no time exceeded 26, if 
it has even amounted to so many. If ihis apprehension be erroneous. 
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itViUbe easy to correct it by producing the law of Tnaidad on the 
subject. 

What then is the situation in which the Trinidad Slave is placed by 
the Order in Council ? The Sunday ceases to be a day of compulsory 
labour : Lord Bathurst justly afiirms the right of the Slave to its ab- 
solute and undisturbed enjoyment ; and yet no provision whatever is 
made by this Order for giving him equivalent time in lieu of it. The 
Slave, it will, perhaps, be said, may still work his ground as formerly 
on the Sunday. Without doubt he may. But was this the intention 
of His Majesty's Government, or of Parliament ? Was it not intended, 
bona fide, that the Sabbath should be what its name designates — a day 
of rest, as well as of religious worship, to the Slave? And let the fact 
be supposed that the clergymen, or missionaries, who visit Trinidad, 
should succeed in conveying to any considerable number of Slaves 
proper impressions of the sanctity of the Sunday, and of the duty of 
devoting it to purposes of religious worship and instruction, would not the 
effect necessarily be that such Christian Slaves would at once have the 
pittance of time applicable to their own purposes, {at least, which they 
could conscientiously thus apply,) reduced from 78 in the year to 26. 
Seventy-eight week days in the year, however, is obviously the smallest 
number which, if the supposition that has been made respecting the 
practice which had hitherto prevailed in Trinidad be correct, can injustice 
be appropriated to the Slaves for their own use. They will otherwise be 
placed in a worse situation than before, as to time for cultivating their 
grounds. The Order in Council specifies no time which is to be secured 
to them, but leaves them either to the possession of the number of days, 
whatever it be, which, in addition to the Sunday they had hitherto 
been allowed, or to the tender mercies of their master for an increase. 

The continuance of the Sunday market, even till ten o'clock, is, 
without doubt, greatly to be deplored, whether it be regarded as a volun- 
tary and unnecessary desecration of that day, by the supreme au- 
thority of the state, or as a mere question of policy. The Government 
clearly possessed the power at once to put an end to this immoral 
and irreligious practice, and no good reason has been assigned for their 
not putting an end to it. The limitation of the market also to ten 
o'clock, while it does not save the day from desecration, imposes pe- 
culiar hardships on the Slaves. Many of them have to travel ten, fif- 
teen, and twenty miles, with their loads for sale. In what way is it 
possible for them to attend the market, and to effect their sales, and to 
make their purchases, before ten o'clock, without sacrificing a night's 
rest, after a week of labour, in order to reach the Sunday market in due 
time ? The regulation is therefore a cruel one to the Slaves, if it were 
possible to observe it; and if |:he Sunday markets are still to be con- 
tinued, it can only be wished that the regulation may not be enforced. 

The reason for this most objectionable prolongation of the practice 
of Sunday markets, is said to be an apprehension lest, until religious in- 
struction shall have been provided, the Slaves should abuse the day to 
purposes of riot and licentiousness. But how is this effect to be obviated 
by fixing the market on Sunday, and above all by the limitation of that 
market to ten o'clock ? On the contrary, is not this arrangement more 
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likely liian any other lo produce the effect which it proposes lo avoid ? 
The slaves are drawn together in great crowds, from distant parts of 
the country, at an early liour on the morning of Sunday ; and after a 
fatiguing walk, the length of which they must again retrace before they 
reach their homes, and with the money obtained by marketing in their 
pockets, pre they not mnch more likely to be tempted to spend a part 
of the day idly and dissolutely, and, perhaps, after getting drunk, lo 
unite for purposes of disorder, than if lliey had been ind-.iced, as they 
would have been had not the market drawn them to town, to remain 
tinietly at home, to repose themselves after the labours of the week, or 
to attend to their grounds or to other domestic occupations? It is an 
arrangement therefore both impolitic in itself, and most injurious to 
the slave. 

The abolition of Sunday markets is made, by t'le Oi-der in Council, 
to depend on a very vaguely defined, and most dubious coolingcncy ; 
oamely, the making effectual provision for the religious instruction of 
the Slaves. Until that is provided, much, it is true, may be said for not 
interfering lo prevent their labouring moderately in their gardens, or 
grounds, on that day ; but no good reason can be assigned for continu- 
ing on that account 'he Sunday market. 

It is chiefly, however, when the effect of this part of the Order in 
Council for Trinidad, upon the conduct and feelings of the other Colo- 
nies, .is contemplated, that its regulations are to be de[)lored. It is ex- 
hibited to them as an example; but ihey do not find in it the proof of 
any high regard for the sanctity of the Sabbath ; on the contrary, 
Sunday markets are, for a time, expressly sanctioned by it. It con- 
tains no provision for giving to the Slave equivalent time in lieu of Sun- 
day, though it forbids his compulsory labour, even on his own grounds, 
on that day. It, moreover, does not contain a single regulation requir- 
ing or enforcing the religious instruction, or Christian education, of the 
Slaves, in any degree however limited. To those also who are adverse 
to the abolition of the Sunday markets, being the great majority of the 
resident planters, it actually holds out an inducement to abstain from 
providing that religious ingtruction,on the existence of which the abolition 
of them is made to depend. Can it then be any subject of eurprise, 
that with this example before them, only one of the Colonies should 
have abolished the Sunday market? In the unfortunate laidty of their 
model, do they not find a sufficient apology, at least, for delay ? 
Would it not he unreasonable to blame them for not being in advance 
of the wishes of Government, as tliose wishes are to be traced in ils 
own acts ? Before improvement in these important respects is to be 
looked for in any of the Colonies, there must be a revision and correc- 
tion of those clauses of the Trinidad Order which bear on this sub- 
ject. Their malign influence on the progress of reform, in the other 
Colonies, is too plainly visible to be denied. Notwithstanding the ap- 
pointment of bishops and archdeacons, and additional clergymen, only 
one Colony, throughout the whole range of the Antilles, has abolished 
the Sunday market. And, even in the two Colonies, which are the im- 
mediate residence of the Bishops, no measures have yet been adopted 
for abolishing it. 
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3, The next head, b Lbe list of proposed reforms, ia the admiBslon of 
the evidence of Slaves in courts of justice. When the council of 
Trinidad were asked what was the state of the existing law on this point, 
in that particular colony, they replied, in their minute of the 9th July, 
1823, that the evidence of Slaves was now received there quantum 
valeat; and to this rule they do not slate any exception. Now, if this 
be a correct account of the matter, and it does not appear to have been 
disputed, then the condition of the Slave, in respect of his admissibility 
as a witness, seems to be deteriorated Instead of being improved by the 
Order in Council. For tliough it be true that the Order in Council has 
declared that " nothing therein contained shall extend to lake away or 
diminish any power or authority which any court of criminal jurisdiction 
now hath to admit, in any case, the evidence of persons being in a state 
of slavery;" yet it seems difficult to conceive, thai the special regulations 
respecting the admission of the evidence of slaves, introduced into the 
Order, were intended to have no operation whatever. It is there 
ordained, that any slave, whom any clergyman, priest, or religious 
teacher shall certify tounderstand the nature of an oath, shall be recorded 
Bs entitled to give evidence in courts of justice, in all cases civil or cri- 
minal, excepting in civil suits where the master is concerned, or in trials 
afiectbg the life of a white man. Is it not fair to ask. Did these ex- 
ceptions exist under the old law of Trinidad? If they did not, then a 
positive injury is inflicted on the Slave by this (so called) amelioration. 
But itmay be said, that these exceptions were not intended to operate in 
Trinidad, to the prejudice of the Slavesof that island, whose rights have 
been reserved by a saving clause in the Order, but were inserted in order 
to furnish a convenient exemplifjcation of the provisions, on the subject 
of Slave evidence, which it was desired that the other Colonies should 
adopt. Even on this ground, each of the proposed exceptions is liable 
to some formidable objections. 

In the first place, with respect to the n on -admissibility of the evidence 
of Slaves in those civil suits in which their master may happen to be 
concerned ; it is not denied that a Slave may be liable to a strong bias 
in favour of bis master in cases of disputed property between him and 
third parties. Neither is ii denied, that where an action of debt or 
trespass is brought hy a Slave against his master, a species of suit 
which the Trinidad Order legalizes, the evidence of his fellow Slaves 
ought to be received with great cautioo, whether it be for or against the 
claim. But to shut out that evidence entirely, instead of leaving the 
question of Its competency or credibility to be decided by the proper tri- 
bunal, seems to be a rule of very dubious import. 

Another of the exceptions, however, is of a still more objeclionable 
nature, namely, that which renders the evidence of Slaves inadmissible 
in trials affecting the life of a Whits man. Why, the White man, in par- 
ticular, should be protected against the evidence of Slaves is not 
explained. If it be on the ground of his freedom, or of his proprietor- 
ship, these are grounds which apply with as much, if not more strength, 
and especially in Trinidad, to the Brown and to the Black who are free, 
and who are proprietors of Slaves, than it does to the White class. 
Throughout the West Indies, the judges and jurors, at present, are all 
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White, and the White class, therefore, possesses, in this very circuin' 
stance, a peculiar guarantee against the evil effects which are to be 
apprehended from the admission of the evidence of Slaves on the trial of 
free persons accused of capital ofFences. If any class of proprielors 
could be regarded as more endangered than another, by admitting the 
evidence of Slaves in such cases, it would be the Black and the Brown 
classes, who are at present wholly excluded, in all the colonies, from a 
seat either on the bench or in the jury-box. 

But this novel principle of legislation is liable to a still more formi- 
dable objection. The cruelties, mayhems, mutilations, and murders, 
which have taken place from time to time in the Slave Colonies, have 
been chiefly perpetrated by White men. The very strong feeling which 
has been excited iu this country, in favour of the admission of the evi- 
dence of Slaves, has arisen from an ansious desire and hope of thereby 
guarding against the recurrence of these evils. The exception in ques- 
tion puts an extinguisher on that nalural and reasonable hope, for it 
tends to confer impunity on the very parties whom it was desired, by the . 
admission of Slave evidence, to restrain. A White man, under the operation 
of this exception, night safely mm'der his Slave, though a hundred or a 
thousand other Slaves were present. And by the peculiar construction 
of the Trinidad Order, a temptation seems actually held out to him, (of 
course undesignedly and through mere inadvertence) to do so in certain 
supposable cases. If, for example, a White man should be accused of 
cruelty to a Slave, Slaves may testify against him and convict him. If 
the same man should be convicted, as he may also be on Slave evidence, 
of a second offence of the same description, he would be condemned to 
the forfeiture of all his Slaves, and rendered incapable of ever holding 
such property, or being entrusted with the management of it. Is it not 
a possible case, that to avoid this ruinous result, he should be tempted 
to kill the maimed Slave outright? He would then be secure from con- 
viction, if no free persons were present, although the whole of the Slave 
gang should have witnessed the murder. 

Il is the more extraordinary that this particular exception should 
have been admitted into the Trinidad Order, because, in almost every 
instance where the West India Legislatures have themselves chosen to 
relax, in any degree, their siern exclusion of the evidence of Slaves, 
it has included those capital cases in which the Trinidad Order has 
rendered their evidence inadmissible. In Tobago, for example, the evi- 
dence of Slaves has been admitted, against free persons, without excep- 
tion, in one case and one case only, and that is on their trial for the 
maybera or murder of a Slave. In the latest Grenada Act the evidence of 
Slaves is also admitted against all free persons, but only when they are 
tried for capital crimes ; and the abortive Bill of the Jamaica Legisla- 
ture limited the admissibiUty of Slave evidence to capital offences. The 
Planters themselves in these islands must have perceived the ground- 
lessness of those apprehensions which have led the Government to in- 
troduce so dangerous an exception into the Trinidad Order. 

But there is a third exception, which has not yet been noticed, 
namely, that which requires the certificate of a clergyman or religious 
teacher, in order to entitle the Slave to be heard in evidence in any case. 
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civil or criminal. Ought such a certificate to be required '< Was it re- 
quired under the Spanish Slave Code? Was it rei[iiired in Trinidad 
wader the old law * Is it now required in Cuba or Porto Rico ? Has it 
everlieen required under the operation of the civil law, in the Colonies 
planted by Holland ? Is it now required of any one of our numerous 
subjects in Hindostan or in Africa, whatever be the gross and revoltin;^ 
form of idolatry which they practise, or the ignorance in which they are 
sunk? What could be more decisive than the language which was 
held, during a late discussion In the House of Commons, by Mr. Peel on 
this subject? He is reported to have said, thai there was one topic 
above all others, upon which he could not avoid expressing a decided 
opinion — the qualification of Slaves to give evidence in a court of jus- 
tice, or that he would say, that he hoped not one year, no, not even a 
single session would pass by, without the enactment of some regulation 
on the subject. For, who were the persons to whom that evidence was 
to be offered? Why, they were the Whites. Could it be said then, ■ 
that those who were 1o judge of the value of such evidence were unrea- 
sonably prejudiced in favour of the Black population? Quite the con- 
trary. What he wanted was, that the responsibility of rejecting a Black 
man's evidence should rest, not on the taw, but on some knowa tribunal. 
Such a measure would be the first step to invest him with those rights 
which that House considered it right to bestow upon him. And if they 
were resolved to carry their intentions into execution, and raise the 
Black, population to the rank of human beings, he could not understand 
any reason why they should delay givingeiifect to their views, upon this sub- 
ject, for a single moment. The Slave would be liable to be summoned just 
in the same manner as an ideot might be in this country ; and it would 
lie with the jury to determine, when he appeared before them, whether 
his testimony should or should not be believed. For his part, he could 
not conceive a mind, even the most deeply imbued with West Indian 
prejudices, who could see any danger likely to accrue, to the life or pro- 
perty of the White man, by investing the Slaves with such a privilege. 
Such is in substance the language which Mr, Peel is reported to have 
held on the 1st of March, 1826. The language is worthy of his enlarged 
and liberal mind ; and it is most ardently to be desired, that the principle 
which it maintains may form the basis of all future legislation on this 
subject, whether by the British Parliament, or by the Colonial As- 
semblies, 

4. The fourth measure of reform proposed to be adopted, was to 
legalize the marriage of Slaves. This object appears to be efiectually 
accomphshed by the Trinidad Order, as far as regards the intermarriage 
of Slaves with each other — but no provision is made for legalizing the 
intermarriage of Slaves with free persons. 

5. By the Trinidad Order, the Slave is protected in the acquisition, 
possession, and transmission of property, and is empowered to hold laud 
as well as every other species of property, whether real or personal. 
This is, without doubt, a most important enactment, and fraught with 
the most beneficial consequences, provided the equivalent time to 
which the Slave is entitled, in lieu of the Sunday, is fairly and effectu- 
ally secured to him ; and provided also his industry is relieved from the 
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cruel restrictions under wliicli the law of Trinidad, in common with the 
law of every other Slave Colony in ihe British empire, has placed it. By 
that law the Slave is prohibited, under severe penalties, from cultivating 
or selling any of the staple productions of the island, — any articles, in 
short, of exportable produce. It is perfectly obvious, that under the 
operation of this law. if it is allowed to remain in force, {and Lord 
Bathurst himself admits it lo be now in force*) the new regulation, 
liberal as it is in its terms, which gives lo the Slave the power of hold- 
ing land and of acquiring other property, is deprived of a great part of 
its value and efficiency, while a powerful motive to industrious effort, on 
the part of the Slave, is most unjustly withheld from him. At least, 
this principle of uuqui^iSed exclusion, which is now exercised towards 
the Slaves, throughout the Colonies, with respect to the liberty of culti- 
vating or selling any articles of exportable produce, surely might, without 
prejudice to the interests of their immediate owner, admit of very exten- 
sive modiBcations. 

6, The next point respects the removing of all obslnictions lo manu- 
mission, and the empowering of the Slave to effect the redemption of 
himself, and of other members of his family, at a fair appraisement. 
Upon this vital point, the provisions of the Trinidad Order, are, as far as 
they go, full and effective. They enable the Slave, if he has the 
means of paying the appraiset* value, lo compel the liberation of him- 
self, of his wife, or of his child. The beneficial elfect of this regu- 
lation, however, would be greatly promoted, if it were combined with 
that admirable principle of the Spanish Colonial Code, which enables a 
Slave to purchase his freedom hy instalments, and if measures were 
also at once taken for fixing, by anticipation, the maximum of price, 
which could be required for the different classes of Slaves, according to 
their age, sex, and acquirements.f 

7. It was understood that the separation of families by sale, would be 
entirely prevented by the Trinidad Order.! This separation, however, is 
there prohibited only in the case o( judicial sales. On what principle it 
ii that the power of separating by sale, or otherwise, husband and wife, 
parents and children, which is denied to courts of justice, should he 
continued to the private owner, is not very obvious. On the contrary, it 
seems to be still more itiipera lively requisite to restrain the exercise of 
this cruel power, in the case of private individuals, than even in that of 
courts of justice. The latter are only occasionally called lo interfere in 
such sales. The former enjoy, and may exercise the power at any time, 
when interest or inclination may prompt them to use it. There is no 
restraint on their sales or bequests ; and the very threat of a separate 
•ale by the owner may paralyze every exertion of industry in the Shive. 

, Neither by the Spanish nor by the Portuguese law can the husband 

■ See the Slave Colonies of Oreat Britain, p. SS. 

t See OD Ibis subject the Society's Second Report, p. TT— 7S. and a coniRiuni- 
catian from Mr. Kilbee, the British ConuniMioner at the Hayannali, to Mr. 
CanniDg, prinled in the ParliameDtarj Pappr, reapectinn; the Slave Trade in 
t^S. Ml, Kilbee'a Report will be foand at the end of Ihe Tract, enlilleit 
Negro Slavery, No. XV. 

J See Mr. CanningB Speech on 16th March 181(1. 
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and wife be separated, on any account whatever, except for crims. So 
jealous is the Spanish law especially, on this point, that it even enacts, 
(as may be seen in the Cedula of 31st May, 1789,) that ■' Slaves are 
not to be hindered from marrying with ihe Slaves of other masters j — in 
which case, if the estates are distant from one another, so that (he new 
married couple cannot fulfil the object of marriage, the wife shall follow 
her husband, whose master shall buy her at a fair valuation, (by ap- 
praisers,) and if the master of the husband does not agree to the , 
purchase, the master of the wife shall have the same facility." The same 
principle is made to regulate the sale of husband and wife residing on 
neighbouring estates, but belonging to different owners. 

How far short of these regulations the Trinidad Order falls, which 
merely forbids the separation of husband and wife and children b^ ju- 
dicial sale, it is unnecessary to point out. 

The Trinidad Order further provides, that not only the husband and 
wife and children, but the reputed husband and wife and children shall 
Jiot be separated by judicial sale. This provision seems to render it 
indispensable, that some subsidiary regulations should be forthwith 
adopted for ascertaining and recording these relations by repute, and for 
giving them a legal sanction ; otherwise extreme confusion must, in no 
longlinie, necessarily arise in carrying into effect the existing law. Such 
a measure might, moreover, be rendered eminently useful in putting an 
easy termination to the unlawful and injurious practice of polygamy in 
all our Colonies. 

8. The eighth head of reform proposes to prevent the seizure and 
sale of Slaves detached from the esiate or planlution to which they be- 
long. The Order in Council for Trinidad does not contain any provision 
to this effect, uor has such been adopted by any of the other Colonies. 

9.TheTrinidad Order contains some judicious regulations for restrain- 
ing the abuse of that arbitrary power of corporal punishment, at the will 
of the master, which is still left to him. It limhs the number of lashes 
which he can inflict on a male Slave at one time, and for one offence, to 
twenty-five, and no fresh punishment can be inflicted until former lacera- 
tions are completely healed. It requires that twenty-four hours should 
elapse, after an offence has been committed, before it can be punished ; 
and when punishment is infliclerf, it must be in the presence of a com- 
petent witness, besides the person by whose authority it is inflicted. It 
further requires that, on all plantations, a record should be kept specify- 
ing the crime which has been committed, and the kind and extent 
of punishment which has been inflicted ; this record to be signed 
by the parties present, and copies of it to be regularly transmitted, 
certified on oath, to the Governor, and by him to the Secretary of State. 
The above regulations apply only to punishments which exceed three 
lashes; but it is nol said how often punishments to that amount may be 
inflicted, nor is the instrument of punishment defined. 

One of the clauses connected with this subject, which, in the Trinidad 
Order, is numbered the twenty-first, is extremely importanl. It pro- 
vides that if any owner or manager is prosecuted for crudly and unlaw- 
fully punishing a Slave, and if the Slave, alleged to be illegally punished, 
is produced in court with the marks of recent flogging or laceration, and 
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such Slave Eball make a coDsistent statementof the circumsUnceg, then 
ihe owner or manager shall be bound to prove either that the punishment 
was not inflicted by him or witK his consent, or that it nas a lawful 
punishment and was lawfully inflicted; and in default of such proof, 
shall be adjudged guilty of the ofTence imputed to him. 

It is one ofihe evils of the system of Slavery, that the British Govem- 
ment should thus feel itself compelled lo regulate the manner in which 
private caprice may inflict the torture of the carl whip on the bodies 
of human beings, without even defining the oSence for which it is 
to be inflicted. It is impossible that a system can long be maintained 
which is considered to impose on that Government the painful necessity 
of placing so tremendous a discretion as that of inflicting on a fellow sub- 
ject twenty-live lacerations of such an instrument, in the hands of an in- 
dividual, whatever be that individual's character, who may thus combine 
in his own person the otHues of accuser, jury, and judge, and if he will, 
executioner also. This is, indeed, a dire necessity, the ground of which 
ought to be anxiously considered by the Government and Parliament of 
this country, under a senseof the weigluy responsibility which is attached 
lo the rash delegation of such a power. 

But not to dwell on this painful part of the subject, it seems im- 
portant to femark, before closing the observations on this head, that the 
record of punishments is confined to plantations. The number of pw- 
aonal Slaves, however, in Trinidad, that is to say, of Slaves not attached 
to plantations, is considerable. Their owners are exempted from all the. 
controul arising front the necessity of keeping and returning a record of 
the punishments they inflict, and from the formalities with which, in the 
case of plantations, those punishments must be accompanied. But is 
this exemption either expedient or just? Are a third or a fourth part of 
the Slaves in Trinidad to be thus abandoned to the lender mercies of 
their owners, without even that degree of protection which this part of the 
Order in Council affords to the remainder ? Jobbing gangs, the Slaves 
of mechanics of various classes, and domestics, are all thus left out of the 
pale of this beneficial restraint on ihe arbitrary power of the master, while 
they arc subjected to the immense disadvantage of being more under his 
eye, and therefore more exposed to the effects of his passion and caprice, 
than the others. Why should not the infliction of punishment in these 
cases be taken out of the hands of ihe master, and placed in the hands of 
the magistrate? It cannot be deemed right that it should remain on its 
present footing. 

10. The entire abolition of tlie degrading and indecent corporal pu- 
nishment of female Slaves, which is secured by the Trinidad Order in 
Council, must be hailed as a great improvement. 

11. The abolilion of the driving whip is another most important im- 
provement. It would be well, however, if we were informed what is the 
precise substitute now practically adopted for thai powerful stimulus, 
which the Planters of Trinidad have declared to be so indispensable as to 
be, in fact, identified with the very existence of Slavery. It is no c|ues- 
tion of idle curiosity to ascertam this point. It would, therefore, 
confer an essential service on humanity, if those who deny that the 
Negroes will work from any other motive than coercion would inform 
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the public what are the precise means, wliich, in the absence of Uie 
driving whip, and without the tempialion of wages, have procured from 
the Slaves in Trinidad, during the year 1825, the quantity of labour 
which they have yielded to their owners. It would be important to know 
the whole process of this extraction; the nature and extent of the task; 
the criterion of itB fairness ; the penalty annexed to its Bon-performance ; 
the advantage accruing from its speedy and correct execution ; the pro- 
portion which the defaulters bear from day to day to the whole gang, 
with various other problems connected with the subject. 

12. The establishment of Savings' Banks, under proper regulations, 
cannot be too highly applauded. 

On the question of the effect, on the freedom of an intiividnal, of his 
inability to establish his right to it by evidence, nothing is said in the 
Order for Trinidad ; nor was it necessary : the registry act which is in 
force there, has settled that point in favour of freedom. 

The Trinidad Order likewise recognizes tlie important principle that 
a man is disqualified for the office of protector and guardian of Slaves 
by being himself a planter. But while this principle is recognized, it 
is much to be regretted that its application should have been so limited 
as to divest it of much of its utility. It is true, that the protector and 
guardian of Slaves in Trinidad is prohibited from owning, or from being 
concerned in managing, a plantation cultivated by Slaves, in that 
island; but then he is not debarred from being the owner of plantations, 
and plantation Slaves, in every other Colony in the Antilles. He may 
be more deeply interested, in the maintenance of the Slave system with 
all its evils, than any planter in the island ; and yet merely because bis 
estates are not locally situated within its limits, they constitute no dis- 
qualification for an office, which, of all others, requires to be filled by 
an impartial and disinterested functionary. Nor this is all. Though 
he may not possess a plantation, worked by Slaves, in Trinidad itself, 
lie may, nevertheless, not only possess plantations worked by Slaves in 
other Colonies, but be a master of Slaves within that Colony to almost 
any extent. He may be the owner of a jobbing gang; he may possess 
numerous mechanics; his domestic establishment may be filled wholly 
by Slaves ; and though not a proprietor of estates within the island, he 
may, for a number of years, have been a manager of the estates of 
others, until he has become imbued with the worst prejudices of the 
system ; — but none of these circumstances, nor all of them together, will 
form a ground of disqualification for this important oflice. 

It may be argued, that without the liberty of holding domestic Slaves, 
it is impossible to live with comfort in the West Indies. But there is 
no Colony in the West Indies where domestics of free condition may not 
be obtained for hire, and in Trinidad especially, where there are 15,000 
free Blacks and persons of Colour, the argument is preposterous. But, 
independently of this circumstance, so long as this country continues to 
garrisoD its Colonies with European soldiers, it is absurd to maintain 
that the requisite number of European domestics may not also be pro- 
cured by public functionaries. By such a course, a part, however 
small, of the excess of our population at home would find beneficial 
employment, while the safely of the Slave Colonies would be promoted 
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by ihiis diniiniabing the disproportioo between the free and ihe en- 

To permit the protector and guardian of Slaves, therefore, to hold 
Slaves of any descriplion, or in any part of tbe world, is as unneces- 
sary, as it is manifestly unfavourable to the progress of Colonial Reform, 

The case is still worse as it respects the assistant guardians, for 
they are not debarred, by the Order, from being the possessors of plan- 
(ations, and of Slaves, within the Colony, whether domestic or predial. 
Now as in alt the Colonies, all the larger Colonies especially, the main 
duties connected with the office of protector and guardian must of neces- 
sity devolve on his assislatits, it is plain that the whole intentions of 
the Government may be, and probably will be, frustrated by such an 
arrangement. The Slaves will be no better off than before. They will 
be as entirely and unreservedly as ever in the power of functionaries 
who are Slave-holders, and who will still be without efficient check or 
controuh The picture drawn by Mr. Dwarris of the operation of 
the former guardian act of Grenada, will thus be realized in all the 
Colonies. " It is not," says the attorney-general of thai island, 
" a dead letter," (though the symptoms of its hfe have certainly not 
been very visible,) " but the misfortune is that proper persons cannot 
be found to carry it into effect. They are those who may be liable to 
it themselves who are the guardians. Perhaps a man may be a guar- 
dian one year, and his neighbour the next, which would prevent his 
acting Btricdy according to the act." The governor of Grenada testifies 
tothe<same effect. " There are no persons lobe found to fill the situa- 
tion qf guardian, such as must have been contemplated by the act, who 
are,as they ought to be, independent. They are chiefly overseers or manag- 
ers. Can THEY be expected to say, that the clothing or food furnished by 
their employers is insufficient? Or if they do, may they not be afraid 
of the charge being retaliated?" * And this is said of Grenada, the most 
liberal and enlightened, as we are told, of all Ihe Colonies. What then 
must be the case in Trinidad under a similar constitution of things ? 
Vith an immense list of naval and military officers on half-pay, is it 
impossible to apply any remedy to this evil ? Is there not to be found 
in that list a sufficient number of highly respectable itnd meritorious 
men who, at a small expense, might be most beneficially employed in 
filling these important offices in all our Colonies, and whose remunera- 
tion might be made to depend on the regularity of their returns, and 
the propriety of their conduct ? 

There sti'll remain two points of objection to the Trinidad Order in 
Council, which it will be convenient briefly to notice in this place. 

One is that the hours of labour are not fixed. It is possible that there 
may already exist some law in Trinidad for that purpose : it is desirable, 
however, that it should be known. But whatever may be the limitation of 
the hours of field labour in Trinidad, it is manifest that there, as m the 
other Colonies, is superadded the oppressive task (afier Ihe labours of 
the field are closed) of collecting, and bringing to an appointed place, 
bundles of grass for the horses and cattle on the estate. It is difficult 

■ See Mr. Dwiirris'ii Report, p. 96 iLn<l 98, and Uic Society's Third Report, p. 34, 
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adequately to describe the vexatiousneEB of such a task; and it is evi- 
dent, from the returns of punisliTneot in Trinidad, that there is no part 
of the duties required from the Slaves which leads to more frequent 
inflictions of punishment than this. Instead of employing, during- the 
day, an individual or two to cut and carry the grass which is needed, 
the whole gang, men and women, at the close of a day of exhausting 
toil, under a vertical sun, must be engaged, for an hour or two afler it 
is dark, in cutting and carrying large bundles of grass, perhaps tho- 
roughly wet with rain, for a mile or two on their heads ; till having all 
assembled, (possibly after long wailing,) and delivered their bundles, 
they are dismissed to their homes ; some of them, perhaps, first receiv- 
ing a few lashes, or being punished with a ni^ht in the stocks, on ac- 
count of the scantiness of their bundles. This is an enormous abuse, 
which ought not to be endured for a day longer.* 

But there ia another, and perhaps a sull more important, blemish in 
the Order in Council. It consists in a supplementary enactment, which 
directs that upon the complaint of a Slave to the magistrate, of an 
ille°^l punishment having been inflicted, the accused, if convicted, 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds ; but that sliould 
the complaint prove groundless or malicious, the magistrate shall re- 
turn the Slave, with a written declaration of the cause of dismissing 
the charge, to his master, who thereupon may inflict punishment, at his 
discretion, to the extent of 25 lashes ; or, if deserving of a higher 
punishment, the Slave may be remitted to the proper tribunal. 

It is impossible not to feel that this system of making Slaves liable 
to punishment when they fail to establish, by satisfactory evidence, the 
truth of their complaint,(a system which prevails throughout the whole 
of the West Indies,) is radically vicious, and ought not to have been 
sanctioned by His Majesty's Government. A Slave fails to prove the 
truth of a complaint, involving, even if established, a penalty not ex- 
ceeding ten pounds ; and for this failure, the complainant may be sub- 
jected to 25 lashes of the cart-whip, inflicted by an exasperated master, 
and that without his being arraigned, or tried, or having any opportu- 
nity afforded him of preparation, or of producing witnesses in his 
favour, but merely on the ground of what may have transpired before 
the magistrate, not on an examination of a specihc charge against him> 
self, but on the trial of a charge against his master. It may be per- 
fectly proper to punish malicwus complaints, but surely the punishment 
ought to follow a regular arraignment, and a regular trial and convic- 
tion, after all fair means of disproving the chai^ of malice have been 
allowed to the accused. The attorney-general, in a recent debate, 
most strongly, in common with Mr, Canning and Mr- Peel, 
e of the obhgation which lay on Parliament to provide that the 
Negro should enjoy the same protection from the law, both in its sub- 
glance and its forms, as the 'White man. But what can be a more 
direct contravention of that principle, than the provision that has been 

• See Collina'B Practical Planter; Waleon's defence of West Indian Mpiho- 
4liBt Missions ; the Tract, Negro Slavery, No, 1; and the Slave Colon ios of 
Great Britain, i>. 30. and ii. 8U-0O. 
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meDtioned ; a provision, not only radically unjust ia itself, but pregQant 
with the most disaatroui etTectE on the happiness of the Slave popula- 
tion, or the extent of those eflects, some idea may be formed from 
the proceedings which took place in Trinidad itself, as detailed in the 
papers before tlie House of Commons, in the case of two staves, Mar- 
cjuia and Regis ; but still more from the returns of the fiscals of 
Demerara and Berbice. In the report of this lust, especially, are to 
be found numerous instances of Slaves having been severely punished 
on the pretence that, supported only by the evidence of the very indi- 
viduals against whom they complained, their complaints were unfounded. 
It has been necessary to dwell at so much leDgth on the Order in 
Council for Trinidad, because it is professedly the model on which the 
Government has declared its intention of acting, with respect to all the 
Colonies directly subject to its own legislation, it is extremely im- 
portant therefore that its defects should be understood. In five of those 
Colonies, however, nothing has yet been done for giving effect to any one 
of its provisions, although it has beea stated to be the intention of 
Ministers no longer to delay the necessary measures for that purpose. 
These Colonies are Berbice, St. Lucia, Honduras, the Cave of 
Good Hope, and the Mauritius, Of them, therefore, nothing need 
cow be said ; as the legal condition of their Slave population remains 
still in precisely the same state in which it was on the 1 5th of May, 1823. 
In Demerara alone has any thing as yet been done for assimilating its 
Slave laws to those of Trinidad. 

It was Lord Batlmrst's instructions to the governor of Demerara, that 
the whole of the provisions of the Trinidad Order should be inlroduced 
into that Colony ; and it might have been introduced there, as easily as 
it had been introduced into Trinidad, merely by exercising ilie same act 
of the Royal authority in the one case as in the other. It was thought ex- 
pedient to pursue a different course, and to prevail, if possible, with the 
Demerara Court of Policy, to adopt and promulgate the new code as their 
own enactment. Two years were passed in efforts to this effect, until Lord 
Bathurst was at length obliged to intimate to ihera, thai " however de- 
sirous His Majesty's Government might be that the origination of this 
measure should proceed from the Court of Policy," it was necessary 
to explain that if they did not adopt his suggestions. His Majesty's 
Government " would feel it their paramount duly to issue, nitbout fur- 
ther delay, an Order in Council for the purpose of carrying them into 
effect." " This intimation led to the adoption, by the Court of Policy, of 
the draft of no Order, which was transmitted to Lord Balhurl by Sir B. 
D'Urban, on the 14lh of March, 1825 ; and of which an analysis with 
observations will be found in a former publication of the Society. t 

On the 9th of July, 1825, Lord Balharsl returned this draft to 
Demerara, with a strong expression of His Majesty's approbation of 
the zeal with which the Court of Policy had proceeded to give effect 
to his wishes; and although he admits that the law will be imperfect 

* See Loid Balhursl's letter to ! 
Ike Slave Colanien of Great Brilaii 
e ColonicB, &c. p, 27— 3J, 
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uaCil some important addilions shall have been made to it, iie neverthe'- 
less directs that a law, expressed in the terms of the draft, should be 
forthwith promulg^ated ; his Lordship being; anxious that the chief civil 
authorities of the Colony should appear to the Slaves to be the immediate 
author!! of the beneficial change in their condition. He guards them, 
however, against considering the adaption of this course as, in any 
degree, admitting the claims of the Court of Policy, or compromising 
the rights of His Majesty, to the legislative authority in Demerara ; or, 
as implying that Government meant to abaodon any of the principles of 
reform enforced and acted npOQ in Trinidad, as nolhiog short of a 
complete compliance with those principles will satisfy them. 

These observations are accompanied by a repetition of the arg^tunent* 
that had been already used by his Lordship in his dispatch of the 20th 
November, 1824,* in reply to the objections of the Court of Policy ; and 
he closes with expressing a hope, that they will spare him the necessity 
of introducing, into the Order in Council, regulations which the Court of 
Policy shall not have previously adopted. 

The Court of Policy having taken this dispatch into their consider- 
ation, refused to modify any part of [heir draft, excepting the clause 
relating to the marriage of Slaves, which they have now agreed shall, 
when solemnized iit the prescribed mode, " be held, and considered 
binding, valid, and effectual in law ; provided nevertheless, that such 
marriages shall not confer, on the parties or their issue, any rights incon- 
sistent with the duties which Slaves owe to their owners or to the govern- 
ment, or at variance with those rights which the owner or the govern- 
ment are by law entitled to assert over Slaves and their progeny, or sub- 
ject such Slaves, so inlermarrying, to any penal infliction the effects of 
which might destroy the rights or injury the property of their owners. ''t 

The Demerara Ordonnance has been promulgated in this state of mu- 
tilation, and came into operation on the 1st of January, 1826. 

The defects of the Order in Council for Trinidad, have been already 
pointed out. These defects, of course, remain in the law which has been 
adopted in Demerara, and they remain there in greater force in conse- 
quence of the omission, in the Demerara law, of several of the most im- 
portant and most beneficial of the provisions of the Trinidad Order. 

On the subject of these omissions, Lord Bathurst addressed the Gover- 
nor of Demerara, in a dispalch, dated February 25, 1826. The first to 
which headverts, respects Sunday labour, various kinds of which, as pot- 
ting sugar, turning and drying coffee and cotton, &c. the Court of Policy 
contend it is necessary to continue, compulsorily, and without wages. Lord 
Bathurst, in commenting upon this statement, observes, that it is neces- 
sary to maintEun inviolate the maidm that the owner of a Slave has no 
title to his labour, except during six days of the week. I All labour, 
therefore, on Sunday, for the preservation of the crops, must be tieces- 

■ Slave Coloniei.&c. p. SS. t See Papers of Marcb, 1836. 

J The tranacrihing of these and Eimilar espresflions, is not to be conatdered as 
implying aa acquiracence in the justice of (he principles which they involve. It 
would obviouely he difficult for the owner to estitblisb, on any very satiBfactory 
frround, bis Just title to the labour ol bis feUow-men for six, ol fee My, daya in 
the week, '~ 
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aarjf to that end, and must botli be voluntary on the part of ihe Slave 
upon any estale, and must be paid fur at a regulated rate by tbe master. 
This principle of rerauneralion to the Slave for Sunday labour cannot, 
iiis Lordship says, be departed from ; and iliat TGiaiineration must be 
paid, not in a. smalt portion of the produce, but by ascertainable wages. 
liord Balhurat is, therefore, of opinion, iliftt the reasons alleged by the 
Court of Policy for pennitling, in certain cases, the compulsory labour 
of Slaves without wages on Sunday, are insufiicient to justify the 
practice. 

With respect to the Slave's right of property. Lord Bathurst seems 
disposed to concede, that Slaves should be debarred from cultivating or 
selling the staple arlides of sugar, coilec, and cotton, on the ground 
alleged by the Planters, both of Trinidad and Demerara, lliat a perrois- 
eion to cultivate or sell the staple commodities of the Colony, would 
tempt the Slaves to commit depredations on tlieir owners' property- 
fin even such a restriction as Lord Bathurst proposes would fall far 
■hort of that imposed by the law of Demerara, which enacts that " All 
slaves, as well males as females, are prohihited from selling or barter- 
ing with any one whatever, any produce, sugar, coifee, cocoa, indigo, 
«oUon, rokow, syrup, rum, bottles, or flasks, or any thing else : being 
|Krmitted to sell only vegetables and ground provisions, the produce of 
iheir garden, or stock which they are permitted to rear ; on pain of their 
facing severely flogged, on th« plantation to which they belong, for tlie 
^rstoSence; and, for tlie second, to be punished by sentence of the 
court, according to the exigency of the case."* 

If this law, or even ih« modified version of it proposed by Lord 
fiathurst, is to be maintained, what hope can reasonably be entertained 
of productive industry, beyond the mere supply of their necessities, on 
4lie part of the Slares ? What would be thought of a law in this country 
"which should prohibit labourers, who might be the owners or occupiers 
of a few acres of land, from cultivating upon it any of the staple articles 
«f production ? But the Planters say, that if the existing prohibition 
were removed, a door would be opened to depredations on the Master's 
'IMoperty. If depredation is practicable, the Master will be liable to it, 
whether such a law exists or not. But even if all the weight were al- 
lowed to the argument which is claimed for it, it docs seem alto- 
gether unwarrantable to make the prohibition, as it now is, universal and 
-unqualified. Why should the slaves of a sugar estate be debarred from 
^owinv coflee, or tlie slaves of a coffee plantation from growiug cot- 
ton, or the slaves of a cotton plantation from growing coffee, ginger, and 
«tber exportable articles? The law, as it stands at present, is con- 
ceived in the very worst spirit of a pure and unmitigated monopoly ; 
and if it shall be deemed necessary to continue it, it will only serve to 
convince the people of this country, more fully than ever, of the untract- 
able nature of Slavery, and of the necessity, on every sound principle, 
whether of morals or of political economy, to effect its utter ex- 
I tinctioD. The Court of Policy had also brought forward an array of 
I «bjec[ions to the allowing Slaves to hold properly in land, or to the 

• Slave Culoliit's of Great Britniii, p. 2fi, 
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giving Ibem a power of civil action in regard tothdr properly; to Eome 
of ti'hich objecCioDs it is to be regretted tbat Lord Balhiirst seems to 
attach suEEicient weight to incline him to modify, in some degree, the 
provisions of the Trinidad Order. 

The third grand omission in the Deraerara Order respects the right 
proposed to be given to the Slave to purchase hie in an u mission. On 
this point Lord Bathurst justly observes, "no system of measures would 
satisfy the feelings of this country, or execute the purposes of the House 
of Commons, which did not contain some direct provision, some acting 
principle, by which the termination of Slavery may be gradually ac- 
complished.^' He regards therefore the right in question as " a vital 
part of the whole measure," which " cannot l>e dispensed with." His 
Lordship then discusses at some length, and refutes, the reasoning of 
the Court of Policy on this subject, though occasionally on grounds 
which are themselves liable to very considerable question, and with occa- 
sional concessions which expose even his main principle to the risk of 
becoming practically inefHcicnt. His Lordship's dispatch thus con- 
cludes — 

" This principle of emancipation will proceed on presumptive evi- 
dence of the Slave having acquired habits of industry which may tit 
him for an independent existence, while it will secure to the owner that 
conipensalion to which it may be found by experience, as the measure 
advances in operation, he will be fairly entitled ; and it is by experience 
alone that this can be truly ascertained.* 

" A manumission of Slaves under these regulations will be in confoi- 
tnity with the concluding Resolution of the House of Commons in 1 823, 
which declares that the great object of emancipation must be accom- 
plished ' at the earliest period which shall be compatible with the well- 
being of the Slaves themselves, with the safety of the Colonies, and 
with a fair and equitable consideration of the interests of private pro- 
perty. 

" But the Court of Policy must recollect, that if, on the one hand. 
Parliament and His Majesty's Government stand pledged to give the 
Planters an equitable compensation, they stand equally pledged to take 
such measures as may ultimately, though gradually, work out the free- 
dom of the Slaves. 

" The Court of Policy mai/ be assured, that from the Jinal accomplisk- 
ment of this object this country will not be diverted. 

" It remains for me only to add, that I novr, for the last lime, bring 
these regulations under the consideration of that Court, with no other 
alternative, in the event of their declining to admit them, than that of 
my humbly submitting to His Majesty the expediency of enacting them 
by direct royal authority. "t 

* Thia prupositiun is not a verf obvions one, although its tendeocy is scarcely 
to be mistaken. Bui, after all, is not tlie real value of any article, wbelheiitbe 
a iDBcbine, or cattle, or the human SDimal, if we must so degiade bim, t^c uniount 
which it will comniund in the market 7 

t See the papers laid before Parliament, March 1830. 

The author of a pamphlet, more largely noticed below, baa jusliGed the course 
of referring this matter to the Court of Policy, by pointing ont Ihe important in- 
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Hiere is, however, a fourth most tmpotlant omissiou not noticed in 

ihe dispalch of Lord Bathurst, Lboiigh mentioaed by bim on foraier oc- 
casiona, namely, that clause numbered 21 in the Tiinidad Order, 
which directs that on the proseculion of any Owner, &c., for ioflicling 
wiy illegal punishnient on a Slave, if the Slave so alleged to be pit- 
oislied shall be produced in open court, and if the marks of receni 
laceralion shall appear on his person, and if the Slave shall maVe % cdq- 
sistent and probable slalenient of the facts, the accused shall be bound 
to prove either that the punishment was not inSicted by him or with his 
piivil^, or that it was a lawful punishment, lawfully ioSicted; and in 
diefault flf such proof he shall be convicted. 

£ut beside! the defects belonging to the Trinidad Order in Council, 
asd which are also attributable to that of Demerara, and the further im- 
portant omissions which have now been noticed in the latter, there are 
b) be found in it some minor but yet malerird deviations from the Trini- 
dad model, which ought not to be overlooked in any Royal Order it 
may be necessary lo issue. 

The interval between an ofience and its punishment is altered from 
the detiaite period of twenty-four hours in the Trinidad Oriier, to 
" after sun-tise" of the day next following that of the offence ; which 
may allow an interval of only six or seven hours. Again, instead of re- 
quiring, as in Trinidad, a free witness of the punishment, it is made 
sufficient that six Slaves shall witness it. It is'surely a hazardous in- 
novation to make the witnesses in such a case persona so wholly de- 
pendent on the punisher as his own Slaves must be; and the pretence 
for it, too, seems inadmissible, namely, that it may be impracticable to 
obtain, in any reasonable time, a iVee peraon.White, Brown, or Black, to 
attend and witness the infliction. If free persons are so extremely scarce 
iu Demerara, as to require such an arrangement, it is only a proof of the 
importance of imposing additional checks on arbitrary punishment, in- 
stead of granting udditional faciliues for its exercise. A delay of forty- 
eight hours is allowed in recording punishments, on what account does 
not appear. The penally fur failing to deliver, every six months, a copy 
of the record on oath, is only 200 guilders, or 25/. sterling. 

The hours hvjield work m Demerara are made lo extend from six in 
the morning till six in the evening, with an interval, in the wliole, of 
two hours for rest and meals; being half an hour less than in the other 
Colonies, But, as has been already observed, ^eid work by no means 
comprises the whole of the labour exacted from Slaves. One of the 
most onerous, vexatious, and injurious of the tasks daily imposed on 
diem follows alter the cessation of field work. We speak not of the labour 

BuoDce which will be produced, on the other Colonies, by the example of a local 
legislature like Ihat of Demerarn apiiearing to take intu its own hands the ivi- 
tialian uf »iinh an Ordonnance, But those Colonies are not in ignorance of Ihe 
real facts of tha cibb. They know them as well as the author of the pamphlet, 
Us cannot throw dust into their eye« on Ihia aubjeat, as tliey may have doue too 
suGResBfully into bis. They well knoiv that, whatever njipcarnnce may be ^iveo lo 
the transaction, both the iailiatUn and the compleiiBH of it belong to His Ma- 
jesty's Government, and not to the Court of Policy. The attempt, thererure, to 
eihlbil it tu then under such a sembluace, can servo no raliuDal purpose what- 
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ofdn^, u grindrng Euid boiling sugar, pulping coffee, &c.,whicli are al- 
lowed to be continued for half the night, thus depriving ihe Slaves, for 
several months of theyear, of a great part of their nutural rest; but of the 
prevalent practice, when the field work is over, of obliging the Slaves to 
collect food for the horses, cattle, and other live stock — -a task which 
itecessarily consumes from one to two hours of the evening in a most 
troublesome and unhealthy occupation; bringing with it also a needless 
iniiltipUcation of penal inflictions.* 

In Demerara the Fiscal has been appointed the protector and gnar- 
dian of Slaves. The two offices seem not to be very compatible ; and 
if we may judge by the returns, already received from this very gen- 
tleman, of his decisions on the complaints of Slaves, they certainly 
present no satisfactory ground of confidence that he is peculiarly qua- 
lified for his new ofHce. 

After having pointed out the comparative defects of the Demerara 
Order, as compared with that of Trinidad, it is but an act of justice to 
state wherein it has improved upon that model. A record of punishments 
is directed to be kept not only on all plantations, as in Trinidad, but by 
all persons having gangs of Slaves exceeding six. Those who possess 
a smaller number are not subject to any such regulation; and yet per- 
sons in low circumstances are both less likely to be accustomed to 
restrain their passions, and less liable to observation than others. Their 
slaves, therefore, if no record of their punishments is to be kept, ought 
surely to be exempt from any^ arbitrary inflictions (at least beyond the 
three lashes which may be given in all cases without a record), unless 
by the order of a magistrate. 

The Demerara law of evidence is also more favourable to the Slaves 
than thai of Trinidad, inasmuch as it admits the evidence of Slaves in 
civil suits in which the Owner is concerned, and on the trial of Whites 
charged with capital ofTences. 

Such, then, is the actual extent of the improvements effected in the 
seven Slave Colonies subject to the crown. In Trinidad an Order has 
been promulgated, comprizing many beneficial regulations, but falling 
short of even that measure of reform which the public had been led to 
expect. In Demerara an Ordonnance has been published, which, as 
has been seen, falls, in some very important respects, below that of Tri- 
nidad. In the other five Colonies nothing has as yet been done. 

The Colonies having Legislatures of their own are thirteen in number. 
To these the Trinidad Order was transmitted by Lord Balhurst in the 
year 1824 (full instructions to the same purport having been sent out in 
tlie preceding year), recommending it to them, in the strongest manner, 
to frame their Slave Codes accordingly. The result of these recommen- 
dations will now be explained. — Nine of these have done nothing, viz. 
Antigua, Barbadoes,t Bermuda, Dominica,! Jamaica,^ Montsertat, 
Nevis, St. Kitt's, and Tortola, or the Virgin Islands. 

• See above, p. 143, 144. 

t In the paper laid before Partiameat, containiag a " Statemeat of Slave 

nelioraUDg Provisions recoiamended by His M^esty's Govermnent," and ea- 

acled in the Colcmy of BnrhadOBa, the word " none" is affixed to each separate 

head of improvement. 
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^^Irfllese nine Colonics, therefore, not one of the twelve or laiher 
foarteen beads of proposed improvement specified above (p. 1, 2.) has 
Ijeen adopted, in consequence of the recommendalions of His Majesty. 
There remain, however, four Colonies in which something, it appears, 
has been done. We proceed to shew to what that Eomelhiog amounts. 

1. THE BAHAMAS. 
The papers laid before Parliament would shew that improvements 
had been introduced into the law of the Bahamas, passed in 1824, in six 
particulars, namely, religious instraction, manumission, regulation of 
pnnishment, female flogging, marriage, and the separation of families, 
with respect, however, to the first three of these heads, they ought to 
have been entirely excluded, for reasons which shall now be given. 

1st. All that the new Act says on the subject of religious instrnction 
is to this eifect: — " Tliat all Master^, or, in their absence, their Over- 
seers, shall, as much as in them lies, endeavour to instruct their Slaves 
in the Christian Religion ; and shall do their endeavour to fit them for 
iJuptism, and as soon as conveniently may be, shall cause to be baptized 
all such Slaves, as they can make sensihleof aDeity andof theChrislian 
faith," Now these words, which form the 9th clause of the Act of 1824, 
are the very identical words which form the 6lh claase of ihe Slave Act 
of the Bahamas of 1796, and which will probably be found in every ge- 
neral Slave Act passed before or since. Precisely the same worfs, 
without any variation, stand as a part of the Jamaica Slave Act of 1696,* 
and have continued to be transferred to each successive Act down to 
the last which Was passed there in 1816. The very Eame clause, there- 
fore, which is now produced as an amelioration, has stood a perfectly 
' dead letter in the' Bahama Code for at least thirty, and in the Jamaica 
Code for 130 years. How, indeed, could it be otherwise? Tlie clause 
provides neither lime nor means for performing the nrescribed duty, 
Itnd attaches no penalty to its neglect. Be its value, however, what it 
tnay — and it is not apprehended that any man will contend that it has 
had any practical operation whatever — it is not a new or even improved 

i In Ihe game paper several particulars are giveo of a Bill that bad been 
proposed to tbe Legislature of Domioica, bui had not yet paseed into a law ; 
bat these cannnt be regarded in the light of actual, but merelj of projected 
ameliorations, which may ar may not be adopted. Dominica has, iiowever, at 
length repealed its tai on manamission, wliich IJarbadoes has not done. 

^ Soma (riUng regulations have been adopted in Jamaica, whicb cannol bo 
considered as meeting; any ona of the recnmmeDdations of His Majesty's Go- 
vernment, and which lend rather to relieve tbe niaaterthan the slave. Uf what 
benefit, for example, can it be to the Slaves, generally, that they are free IVom 
arrest on Saturday as well as Sunday, unless their masters are pleased to do 
what they are not now obliged to do— to give them Saturday a» well as Sunday 
for tlieir own use 1 So, the lacitities given to mauumisiion are factlllies for the 
secommodation or the master, in his voluiitar)' acts of manuniissinn, but which 
convey no rights to the Slave. Andag for the power which ia given ofbeqaeath- 
ing money or chattels lo Slaves, it is onl; permissive to the testator and executors. 
It conveys to the Slave no right of property even in the bequest which is made 
to him, and it expressly excludes him from the power of Instituting any action 
tW anil at law or in equity for the recovery nf such legacy. 
• See Privy Council Report of 1789. 
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fnactnicDt, but one almost as old as the Colonies ihemselves; stundiog 
on iheir statute books, not as a mooument of their zeal for religious in- 
(trucdOD, but of the utter ineiHciency of all such mere recontmendatory 
proTisioDS. The same worthless and wholly inoperative clause meeu 
the eye in the codes of several of the other Islands. 

2. The clause with respect to manumission has, if possible, still less 
claim to be exhibited as an improvement. It professes to suspend all 
acta imposing a tax on manumissions, when, in point of fact, no sticb 
acts were in existence. This is g^ning credit for amelioration at a 
very moderate cost. Whoever will take the trouble of looking at a 
paper ordered by the House of Commons to be printed on the 14lh of 
May, 1823, and numbered among the papers of that year. No. 347, 
will find there, at p. 151, a return from S. Nesbitt, the Secretary of the 
Bahamas, dated 5th November, 1821, which states that there are " no 
taxes imposed on manumissions in this Colony," and thai the fee 
charged for recording an act of manumission is only five shillings. 

3. The pretence to improvement with respect to ihe regulation of 
punishment is equally destitute of all foundation. The 18th clause in the 
Bahama Act of 1 824, which is quoted as justifying this part of the state- 
ment, is to the following effect, being in fact a literal transcript of the 
11th clause of the printed act of 1796, viz. — " In order to reslTain arbi- 
trary punishment" " no Slave shall receive more than twentt lashes 
at any one time, or for any one ofTence, unless the owner or employer of 
such Slave, or supervisor of the workhouse, or keeper of the goal be 
present;" and these several persons are then restricted from inflicting 
more than TiiiETr-MiME lashes at one time and for one offence. But 
surely the framer of the abstract of ameliorations which has been laid 
before Parliament, must have been aware that this enactment was no 
amelioration, though it is represented as such. Thirty-nine Js the great- 
,e8t number of lashes which any law of any Colony has permitted to be 

Siven, at the will of the master. And the number twenty, which the 
river in the Bahamas is allowed to give, is double the number to what 
he is now limited in almost all the other Islands, and has been limited 
in Jamaica for at least thirty-eight years.* 

4. The clause relative to whipping females is to this efl«ct, not that 
females shall not be flogged, as all Slaves may be flogged, with twenty 
taahes by the driver, and with thirty-nine lashes by the master, and, if it so 
please them, as heretofore, on the bate body ; but that no female slave, 
above the age of twelve, shall be so punished otherwise than in private. 
In short, the Bahama Legislators, by way of improving their penal code, 
have borrowed a leaf from that of the Spanish Inquisition : their pu- 
nishments of females are henceforward to be in secret. 

3. The clauses respecting marriage direct that marriages of Slaves, 
or of Slaves and free persons, may be solemnized {one free witness at 
least being present) by clergymen or justices of the peace, without pub- 
lication of banns or licence; hat only ofi Sunday, between eight and 
fwelve, a fortnight's notice being given ; and provided the parties pro- 

* See the Jamaica Act of JTSS, limitiag the driver to lea lasbes, and tbr 
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fess tlie Cliristian religion, and produce llie writtea consent of their 
owners. Sucb oiarriages are to be registered, and are declared to be 
valid, and their issue legitimate; " saviog always the just rights of 
owueiship, which id no case whatsoever shall be hurt, prejudiced, 
straitened, or otherwise affected thereby ;" and also, " provided that 
the marital power and authority to be thus acquired, shall in no such 
case impugn, diminish, or interfere with the rights or authority of the 
owner or owners in, to, and over such slave or slaves, in any manner 
whatsoever." It is a remarkable part of this provision that it debars from 
the benefits of the marriage tie all slaves who are not Christians, or 
who are married by any religious teachers but clergymen, and this in a 
colony where but for the labours of the MelbodiHta there would be few 
if any Christians. The legislators of the Bahamas mighthave known that, 
in other parts of the British dominions, among the many millions of our 
Hindoo and Mahomraedan subjects, for example, and even in Great 
Britaio itself, the profession of Christianity is no necessary condition of 
a valid marriage, Jews and others may there form valid marriages 
without any such profession, nor is any thing of the kind required even 
in that most religious part of the empire, Scotland. One would have 
expected that wise legislators would rather have been desirous of re- 
moving all possible impediments to marriage, than of thus multiplying 
them. The present limitation is one, which, through the utter insuffi- 
ciency of the clause enjoining religious instruction, must shut out a 
large portion of the slave population of the Bahamas from the benefit of 
this provision. 

6. The regulation with respect to the no n- separation of families is 
less liable to just exception than any that has been mentioned. Slaves 
being husband or wife, or reputed husband and wife, and their child, or 
reputed children under fourteen, being the property of the same owner, 
are not, whether by private contract, or public sale, or by virtue of any 
mortgage, execution, or other legal process, to be sold separately, or 
otherwise tlian in one lot, and to the same person ; and the same rule 
applies to slaves passing by bequest. This law supplies one great de- 
fect in that of Trinidad on the same subject, prohibiting the separation 
of families by private sale, as well as hy judicial process. The remarks 
already made on the subject of reputed marriages, (see p. 13.) are ap- 
plicable equally lo ihe Bahamas as to Trinidad. Such man iages ought 
at once to be registered and rendered valid. 

It is unnecessary now to refer to the many unjust provisions of the 
new Slave Law of the Bahamas. They are pointed out in the pamphlet 
entitled ihe Slave Colonies of Great Britain, (p- 4— U.) But, besides 
these, it has not provided for the religious instruction or Christian edu- 
ca^on of the slaves; or for the observance of the Sunday (equivalent 
time being given to the slaves on other days); or for the admission of 
slave testimony ; or for the protection of slave property ; or for facilita- 
ting manumissions ; or for preventing the sale of slaves detached from 
the plantation ; or fur restraining the power of arbitrary punishment ; or 
for abolishing the corporal punishment of females; or for putting down 
the driving whip; or for eslabliBhing saving banks. 
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II. TOBAGO. 

Tobago has been the first of tlie Colonies, having legislatures of their 
own, to adopt any of the proposed ameliorations. A brief view of some 
very serious objections to various provisions of its recent act, may be seen 
in the pamphlet already referred to, ttie Slave Colonies of Great Britain 
(p. 78). At present the object is to shew wherein its legislation has 
been improved. The points in which any improvement is alleged to 
have taken place are — the observance of Sunday ; the admission of 
slave evidence ; the right of property ; the regulation of arbitrary 
punishment; aiid the sale of Slaves detached from the estate. 

1. The observance of Sunday. In this island alone have Sunday 
markets been as yet abolished. In future the markets are to be held on 
Thursday, ft is not however provided that the slaves shall have the 
Thursday on which to go to market: neither is equivalent time allowed 
them in lieu of the Sunday. The allowance of time to the slaves, 
indeed, for the cultivation of their grounds, besides the Sunday, is 
more liberal than In any other colony. It amounts to thirty-five week 
days in the year : but even this is far below what the equity of the case 
calls for; for the Sunday being now no day of labour, as formerly, the 
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, in no civil case 

cepting where a free person is 

yhem of, or cruelly to, a slave; and when 

or can be produced to prove the facts. In 

ilify to the same fact, end their credibility be 

e the effect of the testimony of one 

lyhem, &c. may be one of the two. 

3. Slaves are declared to be entitled to bold personal property, 
^^ fairly acquired," and to sell the same, and lo bring all actions per- 
sonal for recovering ihe same, slavery being no plea in abaiement of 
auch action. Here, however, no means are pointed out by which a slave 
shall proceed in assorting his right, nor any penalty alExed to his being 
■hindered or molested in doing so. 

4. The regulation of punishments consists in limiting the power of 
the owner, &c. to the infliction of twenty stripes, being fewer than any 
other law authorizes, and in requiring that a free witness should be pre- 
sent whenever the punishment exceeds twelve stripes. Drivers are 
restrained from punishing without express orders; but those orders, it 
is obvious, may be renewed from day to day. One clause, the ISth, 
appoints the President of the Council, the Speaker of the Assembly, 
and ihe Judges of ihe Court of Common Pleas, guardians, to inquire 
inio complaints of cruelly towards slaves, and to direct, if need be, their 
prosecution by the Attorney General. The uscleasness of such a re- 
gulation may be seen in the case of Grenada as stated above (p. 143). 
Indeed Grenada has just repealed its Guardian Act. 

5. It is said that the separation of slaves from the land was prevented 
by a former law of Tobago. There is, it is true, a law of some standing 
which makes slaves, as well as eallle, real estate; but then this appears 
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to be only for ccrUiin special purposes. Tiiey are U 

■o far as to descend to the heir at law, and that n' ' 

thereof; but they arc still to be chattels, if the a 

not sufficient to pay bis debts. 

Here then we have the amount of improvement in Tobago. No 

means are provided, and no time set apart for religious instruction. 

EquivaleoC time in lieu of Sunday is not given to the slaves. Their 

testimony is admitted id a very partial and restricted manner. Their 
re not legalized. Facilities are not afforded lo manumts- 
leparadou of families by sale is not prevented. The flogging 
is not prohibited. The use of the driving whip is retained. 
I Saving banks are uot established; and free persons are not adequately 
I protected in the enjoyment of their liberty. — And yet the autlioiities of 

Tobago declare, in the most peremptory terms, that Oiey have reached 

their intimate point in the scale of improvement, and that they will not, 

in ileference lo a wild fanaticism, sacrilicc their inalienable rights by 

proceeding another step. 

in. GRENADA. 
"Hie points in which, since May 15th, 1323, the Legislature of this 
Colony has adopted the recommendations of his Majesty, are stated, 
in the papers recently laid before Parliament, to be eight; namely, reli- 
gious instruction; the observance of the Sabbath; the evidence of 
■Isves; manumission ; the non-separatloD of families; the regulation of 
puoiahinerit ; the driving whip ; and the slave's right of properly. These 
different points are mentioned, witliout doubt, in an acCreceniJy passed 
in Grenada; but how far they merit to be mentioned as ameliorations, 
will more clearly appear on an examination of them in detail, 

1. Ueligious instruction. On this head, though it is so stated in the 
abstract, there is really no amelioration. The Grenada slave act of 
I 1788 contained a clause on this subject, which was far more specific 
than the corresponding clause in the recent act, and had penalties an- 
nexed to it which the new act has not. The penalties and specitication 
of the old act have been abandoned, and the barren generalities of 
the Jamaica act of 1G96, the established form of evasion throughout 
the West Indies, have been substituted. Nay more, Uie former Gre- 
nada acts were prefaced by an imposing preamble, recognizing in solemn 
terms the obligation lo introduce among their slaves a knowledge of the 
Christian religion (see the act of 1797); and yet so utterly useless, so 
devoid of all force and vitality has been this parade of legislation, that 
the clergymen of that island, in making their returns to Lord Balhurst 
of the atate of religion (see Papers printed by the House of Commons 
in July 1818), admit that very few of the slaves attend divine service. 
" Sunday is the general public market day," " and almost the only one 
f>n which slaves have an opportunity ofbartering the produce of the pro- 
I vision grounds allotted to them for otlier commodities." " These 
L markets are generally at their height during the performance of divine 
I ■ervice, and being holden on the Sabbath dav, liule attention or respect 
-- shewn to the rehgious duties of the day.'' " When I remonstrate," 
ys one of these gcullemcn, llic Rtv. W. Nash, " ihcy reply, that if 
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they come to cliurch they must starve, as Sunday ia the only dity they 
have to cultivate their garden. The plea is eo reasonable that 1 cannot 
oppose it ; but 1 heartily wish iheir masters would deprive them of It by 
allowing them one day iu each week to labour for themselves." " If 
they have not time for instruction," he justly remarks, " ignorance is 
unavoidable"— though " to human beings whose moral feelings and in- 
tellectual faculties have been suspended for ages unknown, and at 
length almost annihilated by an execrable systera of oppression, under 
which, in order to endure existence, it was necessary to suppress every 
generous sentiment, to stifle every tender emotion, to forget they were 
men, every consideration that ihe horror of their situation can suggest, 
and the benevolence of the Christian religion inspire is certainly due."" 

Now if the more stringent clauses of 1788 have produced no effect, 
and have never been alleged to have produced uny, are we lo be de- 
luded into a hope of amelioration by the repetition of words »hich have 
been repeated to satiety, and wiihout effect, for 130 years; which point 
to no means; prescribe no time; and are accompanied by no sanctions? 
Here the movement is absolutely a retreat and not an advance. 

2, At the time that Mr. Nash wrote the report which is cited in the 
last paragraph, it is obvious that there was in Grenada r.o observance 
of the Sabbatli, that first preliminary requisite to effectual religions in- 
struction, and wliich would have done more for religion than all its 
other specious but hollow enactments. 

Had the Slaves come to church, in quest of the religious instruction 
the act required to be given to them, Mr. Nash tells us, they must have 
starved, as Sunday was the only day they had to cultivate their grounds. 
The law, it is true, allowed them even then one day in fourteen out of 
crop, or about eighteen days in the year. Mr. Nash does not say that 
those eighteen days, though allowed ihem by the letter of the law were, 
like the religious instruction, in practice withheld from them, though his 
language seems to imply it. But, whether that were the case or not, it 
is still plain from his statement, that, in his opinion, with fifty-two 
Sundays in the year at their own disposal, they could not have come to 
church without the risk of being starved. But what does the new Act do 
to remedy this state of things? Does it give the Slaves equivalent time 
for their fifty-two Sundays, so that Sunday may be left for repose and 
instruction ''. No. The act merely prescribes, that the Slaves shall have 
twenty-eight days in tlie year, that is ten more than they were allowed 
before. Now, to fulfil the purposes of Government as to religions in- 
struction and the observance of Sunday, and to give the Slaves equi- 
valent time in lieu of Sunday, seventy days in the week ought to be given 
them, whereas they have only twenly-eight. This is a singular mode of 
improving their condition and ofrendering common justice to the Slaves. 

The Sunday market, however, is not abolished in Grenada. Some- 
thing is said, indeed, about extending the market hours on Thursday, 
and it seems to have been assumed, by the framer of the abstract, that 

■ This passage, witb many olliera nf 
Lord Ualhiirst al llii^ flame limp, lay irnh 
Comtnima for Bve loop; ypftrs. 
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the clause od tliis subject is ialended as an amelioration of ihe condition 
of the Slaves. But the clause lias uothiag whatever to do, necessarily, 
nilh the Slaves. It is to tiiis effect — 

That, " whereas by (he laws at present in force" (what are those laws ?) 
" for regulating the public markets, the hours thereby limited may not 
afiord sufficient time for the sale of provisions and other articles necessary 
for the consumption of the inhabitants, be it therefore enacted, ihat in 
addition to the time already appointed for holding such markets," (what 
is tliat lime?) " the market hours on Thursday, throughout the year, 
shall be extended from si^ o'clock in the morning till six o'clock in the 
evening." And what does this clause do for ihe poor Slaves ? Does it 
give them the Thursday on which to go lo market ? No such thing, 
Tliey, for aught that appears to ihe contrary, are occupied wholly in the 
field in that day. Nay, it may be even impossible for their masters (o 
allow them on that day to travel to market for fear of arrest. The 
clauKe has not the slightest immediate bearing un the condition of (he 
Slavts, except as il serves to throw dust in the eyes of the people of 
England. With. precisely the same effect, as respects them, might the 
toarket have been extended from six to six on every day of ihe week, as 
well as on Thursday. Sunday would still of necessity be the Negro's 
market day. He can have no Olher unless it is specially given to him 
by law, or by the special favour of an unincumbered owner. As for the 
clause that no stores are to be kept open on Sundays, under a penalty 
or£10 it is an enactment of precisely the same description ; — it may do 
lo be read in England, but cannot, in present circumstances, be acted 
upon in Grenada. A law, precisely in the same terms, was passed in Ja- 
maica in 1816, but it could notbe rigidly acted upon, as the markets con- 
tinued to be held on Sunday. Indeed, how is it possible, that while 
Sunday continues the market day for the Staves, and no olher has been 
appointed, that this law can be enforced ? If it were possible, it would 
to them be most cruel. 

A clause forbids the employing of the Slaves on Sunday. If thi$ 
mean nothing more than that they shall not work elsewhere than in 
their grounds on that day, which is, in fact, working for their masters, 
nothing is gained by it; for this has always been the law and the general 
practice in all the islands in which the Slaves are fed from their own 
provision grounds. But, if it means that they are not to woi k on their 
own grounds on that day, then a positive wrong is done to them : They 
are deprived of their Sunday without an equivalent. So much for the 
amelioration in respect to religious instruction, and the observance of the 
Sunday, in Grenada. 

11. The evidence of a Slave is only admissible by this new law against 
a free person on a charge for a capital offence ; and even then, he must 
produce fiom the clergyman a certificate of baptism, and of compe- 
tency as a witness, and also of good character from the proprietor, &c., 
who may be the very man against whom the charge is made. But no 
free person shall be convicted, unless two Staves shall clearly and con* 
sislently depose to the same facts, and unless their evidence shall be 
corroborated by circumstantial evidence to the satisfaction of the court 
and jury. Umay be fairly assumed, thai few convictions will take place 
on evidence so fettered. 
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4. Tlic Slave's- riglit of property. The clause which is cited !n llie 
abstract as giving this right, does aot ia fact give uny such right. It 
merely provides, that if any owner or any other person sliall unlawfully 
take away frora, or deprive, any Slave of any personal property by him 
possessed, such person shall forfeit£10 over and above the value of the 
property taken away. And this is all. It is not enacted, that a Slave 
may legally hold and enjoy property, or legally transmit it to others, or 
may sue for it by himself, or any one else in his name, or that he can cite 
others as witnesses in his behalf, or that to take it unlawfully from him 
is theft or robbery, as the case may be ; but whatever be the circum- 
stances, the person so unlawfully taking it, forfeits ten pounds. As the 
matter ought not to be treated as a debt, but a crime ; the penalty 
is rather a protection to the free person against the legal con- 
sequences of such a crime, than of the Slave against lawless depredation. 

5. In the clause also which pretends to aSbrd facilities for mann- 
missions, all that is done is to permit the owner of an estate, upon 
which there may be a mortgage, to manumit a Slave, provided he can 
put in his place another Slave of equal value, to be ascertained by ap- 
praisemeot, This clause can produce little or no benefit to the Slaves 
generally. Its chief practical effect will be to enable mortgagors in pos- 
session, or their representatives, to redeem their own spurious offspring, 
or the mother of such offspring from slavery. 

6. It is enacted, that no married Slave, or unmarried female Slave, 
having a child or children under twelve, who may belong to the same 
owner, shall be sold by judicial process, except together and to the same 
person. But thus far, according to Mr. Dwarris, Grenada had previ- 
ously gone. His words are, " Unattached Slaves are ordered to be 
sold one by one, eitcept mother and child under ten yaarsof age." The 
necessary condition of being acluatly married in order tliat husband and 
wife roay not be separated, is peculiarly hard in a Colony, the returns 
from which shew that no marriages had taken place there for fourteen 

7. The regulation of arbitrary punishment, by the master, consists in his 
not heingallowed to inflict beyond fifteen lashes, except in the presence of a 
free person ; or more than ten without a record to be produced only when 
called for ; or more than twenty-five for any one offence on any one day, or 
till the Slave has recovered theeSectsof the farmer whipping. But, if the 
owner thinks that the Slave's ^auti, tt^ugh not cognizable by law, is of 
S4(cA enOTyaiiy as to deserve a more exemplary punishment than twenty- 
five lashes, it shall be lawful for the owner to carry the offending Slave 
before one or more justices of the peace, luho may direct such corporal 
jiutaslnnenl, not extendtTig to life or limb, as the offence shall in his or 
their discretion merit ; and all this without appeaL This enactment is 
itself an enormity. What then are the crimes, not cognisable by lata 
(the West India Penal Laws, as they affectslaves, are surely sweeping and 
comprehensive enough) of which a Slave can bo guilty, which shall be of 
such enormity, as to require that on e justice or any number of justices, 
shall have the power of inflicting upon him an exemplary corporal pu- 
nishment to any extent short of life or limb? Is it impossible to ima- 
gine two neighbouring owners or managers, each in the commission of 
the peace, agreeing to execute this summary and terrible justice on the 
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slaves of each ol\ier, for crimes not cogtiizable by law, and therefore 
violating no la.w ? Is there not euough ia this single enactmeut to shew 
not merely the uselessness, but the crimiaality, of continuing to commit 
the well being and happiness of so man; thousanija of our fellow sub- 
jects to persons capable of framing, apparenlly without a feeling of its 
cruelty and injustice, such a provision as this ? And then, with respect 
ta tha record of punishment, directed to be kept by the owner or the 
justice, there is no penalty imposed for its not being kept, and no return 
required on oath, or otherwise, of its contents. They are to produce it 
only when called for, but without any penalty for refusing to do so, 

8, The 12th clause, respecting the driving whip, affords a happy in- 
sUnce of legislative evasion. It enacts that, " no Slave or Slaves shall 
carry any whip, cat, or other Instrument of the like nature, as amark or 
emblem of his, her, or their authority, while superintending the labour of 
any slaves on any estate, and the persons so offending, and each and 
every person who shall or may direct, instigate, or abet such illegal 
Dse or exhibition of any such whip, cat, or other instrument, shall be 
deemed guilty of a miii demean our, and being thereof convicted, shall 
aufler such punishment as the Court before which such misdemeanoaT 
ia cognizable may direct" Now, let this miserable, unmeaning, and 
worthless enactment be compared with the corresponding clause in the 
Trinidad Order, which the Grenada legislators had before their eyes at 
the time tiiey framed it. — "And it is further ordered, that it is, and shall 
henceforth be illegal/or any person or persons, within the island of Tri- 
nidad, to carry any whip, cat, or otiier instrument of the like nature, 
'while superintending ihe labour of any slaves in or upon the fields oc 
cane pieces upon any plantation, or to «se any luck whip, cat, or instru- 
*»e»l,foT the purpose of impelling or coercing any Slave to perform any 
labour of any kind or nature whatever, or lo cirry or exhibit, upon any 
plantaticm or elsewhere, any whip, cat, or other instrument of the like 
nature, as a mark or emblem of the authority of the person so carrying 
or exhibiting the same over any Slave," and then all persons doing so, 
or authorizing, or aiding, or abetting " such illegal driving, or use, or 
exhibition of any such whip," shall be deemed guilty of a misdemea- 
nour, to which is attached a^ne not exceeding £500 nor less than £50 or 
imprisonment for not more than six months, or less thanoae month, or both 
fine and imprisonment, at the discrelion of the court. 

In the Grenada act, it will be seen that the prohibition as to carrying 
a whip is confined to Slaves, as if no one but a Slave could be em- 
ployed as a driver. The erinae prohibited too is not the jtsing a whip 
to itt^l or coerce labour, but the carrying and exhibiting it as an em- 
blem of authority. The evasion is of so gross a kjnd as to defeat 
its object ; but it shows the reluctance which prevails lo part with the 
driving- whip. 

In one point the framer of the abstract has not done full justice to 
the Grenada act. He has omitted to notice that it contains a. clause 
perraitting any Slave, who may be desirous of intermarrying with any 
other Slave belonging to the same owner, to apply to any Clergyman of 
the Church of England, or any Catholic priest, or " other persons 
thereto legally authorized," who are required to aolemnize the same, 
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provided a written permission is produced from the owner; and [he 
clergyman, &c. shall consider the Slare to have an adequate know- 
ledge of the nature of the marriage vow. It is unneceBsary to repeat 
the observations already made (p. 153.) on this strange lestriction. The 
clause, however, afler all, while il permits marriages of Slaves in cer- 
tain cases, dexterously avoids conferring upon them any legal validily. 
It was, perhaps, on this account that all notice of it was omitted in the 
abstract. 

Another reason for the omission, no less valid, may have been that 
this clause, instead of being an ameliorating provision, falls far short of 
the Grenada law of 1788, which not only authorizes the marriages of 
Slaves, but imposes penalties on the clergyman who shall refuse to so- 
lemnize them ; and furthermore imposes penalties of a still heavier 
kind, on all who shall violate the purity of married females, being Slaves. 
Thirty-four years after this law had been passed, in the returns laid 
on the table of the House of Commons, in March, I8'i3, we are told 
by one clergyman of Grenada, Mr. Nash, that " the legal solemnization 
of marriagt: between Slaves in this island, is a thing unheard of ;" by 
two others, Mr. Webster and Mr. Macmahon, that no application had 
ever been made to them to marry Slaves. The former, during an incum- 
bency of 12 years, and the latter, during one of 37 years, had " never 
heard of such a thing" as the marriage of a Slave. And yet, in the 
ameliorating Slave law of Grenada, the same enactment as to mar- 
riage is again inserted, but divested of all the penalties which seemed 
to afford some chance of its efficiency, and without any provision for 
giving a legal effect and validity to Slave marriages. 

This act sweeps away the whole system ot guardians of Slaves, 
which the legislators of Grenada had exhibited in their former Slave 
acts, as the very perfection of West India legislation; and which, as 
they have repealed it, Toliagohas taken up. This is another curious illus- 
tration of the uncertainty of Colonial legislation. It would be endless to 
go through the different clauses of ihia act, in order to shew the gross 
injustice of many of the provisions which it retains, and which are to 
much the same effect as those which will be found in the Slave acts of 
the Bahamas and Barbadoes.* A few instances will suffice. 

By clause 7, The hours oflabour are fixed from day-break till sunset, 
with an interval of two hours and a half for breakfast and dinner (half 
an hour more than Demerara gives), and slaves are not to be compelled 
to work beyond that time, except in " manufacturing such produce as 
necessarily requires night or extra labour," or " in the carrying a bundle 
of grass Of stock meat from the field to the stable or other place where 
the same is consumed."+ 

By clause 15, A slave complaining, and whose complaint shall appear 
to the justices to be groundless, shall be punished, not exceeding thirty- 
nine stripes. t — A person taken up as a runaway slave, but claiming to 
be free, may (by the 22d clause) be sold by order of a meeting of Justices, 

■ See Slave Colonies of Great Brit3iD,p. 4 — 19. ' 

ieSliveColoniesofOreatBritnin, p. 3D, andS6,BiiiliibnTe|i, 141. \, 
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igh no one prefers any claim to hiB services. AnJ'tfaii ia tl 
more remarkable, because one clause, the 4 8 tit. throws the onus pro- 
band! on Ihe claimant of a slave in a question of slave or free. But the 
Justices, by this act, may sell a man to whom no one else can establish 
a claim, merely because they are not satisfied he is free. 

By clause 29, Any person carrjing ofi"or attempting to carry off from 
the island a slave without the owner's leave, shall be guilty of felony 
without benefit of clergy. 

By clause 33, Swearmg, committing any indecent act in any place, 
getting drunk, quarrelling, wilfully gallopping, cantering, or trotting a 
iiorse in the town of St. George, may be punished in a slave with twenty- 
five lashes by any justice. 

By clause 35, Black men and women pretending to communication 
with the devil, or (clause 37) compassing or imagining the death of a 
free person, may be punished with death. — Aslave breaking loose from 
prison, when committed for felony (clause 38), is punishable with death, 
without benefit of clergy. 

By clause 40, Slaves executed or transported, or condemned to hard 
labour for life, are to be valued and the price paid to their owners. 

Such are some of the barbarous provisions contained in this new act, 
passed in 1825, and they make it the more to be regretted that Lord 
BathuTst, while he objects to muny of llie clauses, should have expressed 
liimself so strongly as he has done in approbation of it. " 1 cannot 
bat be sensible," he says, " that it falls short of what has been recom- 
mended, yet it deserves to be considered as an important improvement 
of the existing code.* Its provisions are alt of a beneficial nature as far 
*M they go." — I instruct you, therefore, he writes to the governor, ■' to 
convey to the legislature his Majesty's gracious approbation of what 
has been done ; to recommend first that they should revise those enacts 
ments in the late act to which I have more particularly called their at- 
tention in a separate dispatch, and secondly, to take into their serious 
consideration the important measures which are yet wanting to fulfil the 
expectations entertained from them," 

The acting Governor, Mr. Paterson, who is himself a planter, in a 
letter dated the 21st Nov. 1825, tells his lordship that there are some 
fioiniB which seem to Lord Bathurst to be indispensable, with which he 
iears it will be " impossible to comply," namelvi " the total prahibition 
of the whip as an instrument of correction of females, and the right of 
slaves to purchase their freedom." Other things, he says, may admit 
of being modified or explained — but to cease from flogging women, or 
to give a slave a power of purchasing his freedom, are, in the estimatioQ 
ef this public functionary, ruinous innovations. The women, he says, 
are the most turbulent of the slaves ; and to allow slaves, he adds, to 
purchase their freedom would be tantamount to gradual but ultimate 
Tuin ! — Now, what hope can be entertained of beneficial enactments, on 
these subjects, from men who can thus speak and judge? Mr. Paterson 
argues against the appointment of a Protector of slaves as unconstituti- 
onal: he is " an officer unknown to the British constitution," Howsuch 
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an ofbcer could be known to the British constitution which suffers no 
slavery — Mr. Faterson will perhaps explain. But what makes thi$ 
objection on his part the more extraordinary is, that he miist have 
taken a part in renewing, if nut in framing, the boasted Guardian 
Act of Grenada, by which men's eyes in^this cpuntry were for a 
time blinded. Now, however, he has acquired pew lights on the 
subject : neither guardians nor protectors are any longer wanted. '* Tlie 
magistrates,'* he says, ** men of the first note,** all interested in the wel- 
fare of the slave population, " can afford the injured slave more imme- 
diate redress than he could receive'* from a protector in town. Let the 
reader look back to the conduct of those Grenada magistrates, as certi- 
fied by the Governor and Attorney General of the colony (p. 143), and 
then judge of the delusive nature of the acting Governor's representa- 
tions. — Equally unsound and delusive is every syllable of his defence of 
Sunday markets; and if all he says were true, yet how inconsistent is it 
with his reasoning, to impose a fine of £10 on every one who keeps 
open his store on Sunday ! How are the poor negroes to make their 
market if that law is enforced on the only market day allowed them? 
Mr. Paterson does not even pretend that it was meant to give them 
any other day at present for their markets. — On the subject of the 
whip, he observes, '' that its use was not intended to be prohibited, but 
the exhibition of it to be interdicted, not only as the emblem of autho- 
rity, but as an instrument of coercion, excepting when sent for, or 
taken to the field, for the purpose of punishing an offence previously 
committed, and requiring immediate correction." This is not a fair 
representation of the Act, as may be seen by referring to the tran- 
tcriptof itabove,(p. 159.) Besides, Mr. Paterson must have known that 
the principle of immediate correction, for which he manfully contends, 
and the benefit of which he exemplifies by a reference, (which, we be- 
lieve, is wholly unfounded,) to the army, navy, and public schools, is in 
the teeth of the principle of the .King's recommendation, that an interval 
of 24 hours shall always pass between the offence and the punishment.— r 
He defends the discretionary power, given to a single magistrate, of in- 
flicting any punishment, short of life and limb, on offences not cogni- 
sable by law, by saying, in the usual style, that " the magistrates are 
the lawful and willing protectors of the Slaves."—^" It would be con- 
trary,** Mf. Paterson fiurther tells us, " to the whole system and very 
existence of Slavery, to admit a right of action in a Slave against his 
owner, and what no West Indian legislature would or could concede.** 

Then follows some metaphysical reasoning to (nk»V6 the wis- 
dom of the Grenada legislation in admitting Slaves to give evidence 
in the case of capital offences, but refusing to receive such jBvidence in 
civil suits, or in petty cases of assault, or of trivial crimes. 

Is it right that men who can thus reason, and thus feel, shoiild be 
the representatives of His Majesty in protecting, and in adraini«tiering 
justice to so large a portion of His sabjects; or should be entrusted 
with the delicate task of legislating for them ? 

IV. ST. VINCENT'S. 
The new act of St. Vincent's resembles that of Grenada in several 
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respecU. It coQtains a iiniilar clause on liie subject of religi(iVB"ia- 
slruciLon. It limits inarkt^ls to ten ou Suuddys, anil yet ahuis up shop* 
on that day, un<lcr a penalty of £10; appoimiug: no oUier day for mar- 
keting. It does not give equivalent lime to tie Slave in lieu of lli£ 
Sunday. It protects the property of Slaves in the same inade- 
quate manner as the Grenada act, and follows it in adopting, in nearly 
tlie same terms, the same evasive enactmeut respecting U^e driving- 
whip. It says nothing of manumission, except that free Black and 
Coloured freeholders are not to be ffeeboldera for any other purpose 
than that of holding and assigning their freehold properly : Inuii dis- 
franchising, by a stroke of the pen, a large class of His Majestv's sub- 
jects, whose only crime is the colour of their skin. It says nothing of 
preventing the separation of families by sale. Slaves are declared, bs 
ao old law now renewed, to be real estate and not chattels, and as sucli 
shall descend to heirs, and widows he endowed thereof; but if there 
be not chattels lo pay debts, then Slares shall be taken and sold as 
chattels. It does not modify .the power of arbitrary punishment by the 
master, but leaves the Slaves, Rien and women, subject, in all respects 
as before, to 10 lashes by the driver, or 39 by the owner or manager. It 
requires a register to be kept on ever}/ estate, but it is to be produced 
only when called for, of all puoishmeDts above ten lashes. It requires 
clere;ymen to solemnize the marriages of Slaves, producing the consent 
of their owners, and understanding the nature of the Diarriage vow ; 
but it gives no express validity to such marriages, and declares tnatthey 
shall confer no rights inconsistent with the duties of Slaves, or subject 
them to penalties, the effect of which may injure their owners. It 
admits, in capital cases alone, tlie evidence of a Stave, provided he 
produces a certificate of baptism and character ; provided also that 
two Slaves clearly and consistently depose to the same fact, being ex- 
amined apart, and that the crime is prosecuted within the year, fiut 
no Slave is to give evidence where his owner, or manager, or any Wkite 
persou, is charged with a capital crime. — How strang^y the principles 
of West India legislatures vary, even on such a point as this. Grenada 
and Tobago admit the evidence of Slaves in the very case in which St. 
Vincent and Dominica eKclude it. But besides the defects which have 
been noticed, more numerous and still greater violations of all just and 
Milightened principles of legislation are to be found in the new law of 
St. Viacent, than even in tfiat of Grenada. 

The whole of the alleged improvements, in the Slave codes of our 
different Colonies, has now passed under revision, with the exception 
of Dominica. The parliamentary papers, however, having given only 
the draft of a bill fur that Colony, with the blanks not yet filled up, it 
would answer no purpose to examine it. And even if, as has been 
stated, that bill has actually passed the different branches of the legis- 
lature, it would constitute no improvement in the legal condition of the 
Slave, as coDopaied with the act of the same island, passed in 1788. 
Tliere is nothing in it really new, except that females are not in future to 
be whipped in publk, and so as to occasion any indecent exposure; and 
that a register is to be keptof punishments. The clauses in the new act 
about religion, and the obseivance of Sunday, fall even below those of 
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Ihe old Etct, which are admitted to ha*e been wholly inoperative ; while 
the clauses in the former act od marriage, and the violation of the pu- 
rity of married females, so much vaunted at the time of its passing, are 
wholly omitted id the new. The clause on Slave evidence appears to 
be of the same reetricted kind as that passed eight or ten years ago. 

Such then is the result of that reference of the great work of ColoniaV 
Reform, which was made to the local assemblies nearly three years 
ago. The most cursory reader will at once perceive how widely differ- 
ent is that result, not only from what was origmally proposed by the 
GovernmeDE, as the first step in the progress of that reform, but even 
from the statement recently made, as from authority, in the House 
of Commons,* of the ameliorations that had actually been effected.- — 
That statement is reported to have been to this effect, v'n. — That, since 
May, 1823, of Ike Colonies having legislatures of Iheir own, eight 
had taken measures viith respect to religious instruction ; the observance 
of Sunday; ike giving security to the property of Slaves; the modifi- 
cation of punishment ; and the abolition of the driving-whip: — Thai 
SEVEN had admitted the evidence of Slaves; and had given facilities to 
manumission: — That five had legalized marriage-; prohibited the 
separation of famiUes ; and abolished the fogging of females : — That 
FOUR had prohibited the sale of Slaves detached from the estate: and 
TItat TWO had established saving banks. 

Now, instead of having this flattering picture of improvement realized, 
it turns out, that, even if we include Dominica in our estimate, only 
ciVE of the Colonies, out of thirteen, having legislatures of their own, 
have done any thing whatsoever towards carrying the resolutions of the 
ISlhMay, 1823, into effect; and 

Of these five, 

None have done anything with respect to religions instruction.f 

One (Tobago) has abolished Sunday markets. 

Four (Tobago, Grenada, St. Vincent's, and Dominica) have given a 
very limited protection, in certain cases, to the property of Slaves. 

Two (Tobago and Grenada) have lowered the scale of arbitrary pu- 
nishment by the master. 

• On the 38lh of February, 1820, 

t We are aware of the statemeDts on thU bead wbich have been made, both 
In the House of Lords and in the House of Commoos ; but they do not go in the 
slightest degree to invalidate the position, that nathin); has been doae by Colu- 
nial legisIalioD for the religious instruction or for the education of the Slaves, 
since May, 1823. The passing of a law to tegulato the ecnlesiastical Jurisdiction 
of the Bishop, or the raising money to build a church, are both very proper mea- 
sures ; but they do not constitute either religious instruction or edocatiun, nx- 
eept in the view of those who conceive thai when a clergyman has received 4504 
dollars for baptizing 9000 Slaves in ayrar, or two years, he has made them all 
Christians. Barbadoes, for example, has had eleven, and Jamaica nineteen. 
Churches, for at least a century. It is slated, as a proof of the religious zeal of 
the people of those Islands, that they are about to build another. This is very 
laudable ; but will this twelfth or tweolteth church do for the Slaves mora than 
the former eleven ox nineteen ? The bishops and clergy lalely sent may, with- 
out doubt do much, if they are so disposed, for the religious instructiou and 
'the Slaves; but they are appointed by the Crown, not by the 
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T»u (Greciada and Ht. Viacciit's) hare made a mere shew of abolish- 
ing the driving-whip. 

TuREE (Tobago, Cienada, and St. Vincent's) have admitted the evi- 
dence of Slaves in a very limited degree. 

None have given to the Slave the power of effecting his manumis- 
aion by purchase. 

One (Bahamas) has legalized marriage, and two (Grenada and 
St. Vincent's) have permitted it in certain cases, 

One (Bahamas) liBs prohibited the separation of families, either by 
private or judicial sale; and one (Grenada) has prohibited it by judicial 
sale. 

None have abolislied the flogging of females. 

None have prohibited the sale of Slaves detached from the estate. 

None have established saving banks. 

And now, after reading this meagre statement, let any man look care- 
fully at the vain and inefficient, and often contradictory and unjust pro- 
visions, by which it is pretended to ensure even the scanty measure of 
improvement which the most partial advocate of the Colonies can deduce 
from these papers, and he must feel convinced, that no useful or con- 
sistent legislation is to be expected by continuing to pursue the present 
course. Delay and disappointment can be its only results. 

In the first place, the great mass of the enactments are framed in 
direct contradiction to the admirable principle involved in the following 
passage of one of Lord Bathurst's letters to the Governor of the Baha- 
mas : — " Since the superiority of rank and education which belongs to 
the White inhabitant, is an aggravation of the offence committed by him, 
there is an injustice in assigning to the aggravated offence the minor 
punishment." He also condemns those clauses which enact that a 
severer punishment should be inflicted on a crime committed by a Slave, 
" whose ignorance is an extenuaUon of his guilt," than by others, " for 
whose guilt no such extenuation can be presumed." And yet it is the 
uniform character of the, so called, meliorating laws which have now 
been reviewed, that they are built upon this reprobated principle. 

The enactments in question are further at war with the important 
jjiinciple laid down in a late debate,* by such high authorities as Mr. 
Canning, and the Atlornev General, namely, that it was indispensable to 
the ends of justice, that there should be, both in form and in substance, 
an e<iual administration of it to White and Black. These enactments 
proceed on a totally different principle. 

Further, even those provisions of law which wear the semblance of 
amelioration, are almost all destitute of adequate sanctions, or of an 
executory principle ; and they are all confided to the administration of 
llie very nien whose power it ought to be their object to controul, and 
against whom it is the universal feeling of the country, that the Slave 
requires to be protected. 

In short, if such impotent and evasive enactments, as most of those 

now laid before the public, are to be represented, under the sanction of 

the highest authority in the stale, as " Slave meliorating provisions ; " 

and if some of the views, as far as we understand them, which have been 

■ Od iLc motion of Mr. nrumnu, tho SoiJ "f Miii';h, lb26. 
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developed, nr rather liinled at, in certain quarters, are hGiiceforth Ut 
regulate Ihe measures to be taken in respect to SlaTery, Ihe hope of 
an early and effectual rerorm, not to e&j extinction, of that Opprobrious 
condition of aociety, is, to say the least, very greatly discouraged. 

But here the Colonists, and their friends in this country, tneet every 
call for parliamentary interference, by using, in order to combat the ex- 
pediency of that line of policy, the very arguments which have been 
advanced in its favour, " It is utterly impossible," they say, " and 
your own atatements prove it, that Parliament can legislate effectively 
for the Colonies, unless the Colonists becorrie the willing and concurrent 
esecutora of its enactments. No benefit can be hoped for, from laws, 
however excellent, which the courts and juries of a country combine to 
frustrate or to elude. The feelings and prejudices of the community 
will triumph over the most skilfully framed statutes." 

It would he vain to deny that a very formidable difficulty is here 
brought forward, and that if it adftiilS of no satisfactory solution, the 
evils of Colonial bondage are irremediable, except by one of those con- 
Tulsions which shall suddenly and irresistibly barst the chains that bind 
the Slave, involving, perhaps, him and his master in one common ruin. 
For that the Colonists will of themselves frame and execute laws, which 
shall carry into full effect the recommendations of His Majesty and the 
wishes of the nation, is what no one, who is acquainted with their sen- 
timents, can be weak enough to suppose. They see nothing but ruin 
in every measure tmelint/ to emancipation; and they will not, they 
plainly tell us, be themselves the artiRcers of that ruin. 

But " what," it is asked, " can Parliamentary legislation etfect, to 
obviate this formidable and fatal difficulty?" The question requires, 
and shall receive, a distinct answer. 

I. In the first place, it will be admitted that good laws are better than 
bad laws. In as far as the Coloniul statutes are chargeable with a want 
of uniformity and consistency; with gross inequality and injustice; 
and with the absence of adequate sanctions and executory provisions ; 
it would clearly be in the power of Parliament to apply a remedy. The 
object of Parliament would be to giVe effect to its own ttishes and reso- 
lutions : the object of the Colonists, in all the Colonies, is rather 
to resist, ahd, if they cannot resist, lo elude, Iheir accomplishment. 
Here, at least, would be a manifest advantage on the side of Parlla- 
menlary legislation. And when it is considered how very contracted is 
the White population of most of the Colonics, and how large a portion 
of that class are necessarily in tow and Servile situations ; and, of the 
remainder, how few are qualified, by their rank in life, and by the union 
therewith of intelligence and high principle, to form wise and enlight- 
ened legislators, in points at once so difficult, and so deeply affecting 
their pride, their passions, and their interests; it would evince an extra- 
ordinary disregard of the claims of humanity and justice, if, after expe- 
rience has so fully confirmed all the deductions of reason on this subject, 
we should continue to delegate to them the task of legislating for the 
entire Black and Coloured population of our Colonies. 

If it be doubted whether any good may be done by means of check* 
and sanctions, introduced into the Colonial Acts by some patamouiil 
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auihontj, it is only necessary lo refer Co the Trinidad Order in Council. 
It is tliere provided, lliat llie Prolector of Slaves shall not be entitled to 
receive his salary until llie returoB, wbicb are required from him, have 
been made in a complete and satisfactory manner. This single provision 
will serve to illustrate what may be effected bj the judicious reguJaliona 
of willing legislators, in enforcing eveii those laws which ftte obnoxious 
to the genera! feelings of a community. 

2. Bui, in the second place, however well the laws may be framed, 
as to their letter, it must be admitted, that if the judicial admiuistraliOQ 
of the Colonies remains on its present footing ; if the Judges are eiMI Ut 
be Planters, and to be dependent for their salaries on assemblies of ' 
Planters; comparatively little good would result from the improvement 
But is it not the duty of Parliament to provide, not only that the law* 
should be good and just, but ttiut they should be jnaily, and equitably, 
and faithfully adrainialered ? Would it make no difference in the cha- 
racter of that administration, if the offices of Judge, Attorney General, 
and Fiscal(to say nothing at present of Governors, and of Protectors and 
AssistantProtectorsof Slaves), were Rlied by barristers of a certain stand- 
ing, wholly disconnected from Colonial Interests, with fixed and suitable 
Salaries, altogether independent of the local assemblies, and receiving their 
authority and their instructions from the Crown ? Would it make no dif- 
ference, if the whole judicial administration were placed under the super- 
intending care, and the responsibility of such intelligent and independent 
functionaries, receiving regular reports of every judicial proceeding from 
the inferior tribunals, and transmitting them, together with their own 
rtcofds, to the supreme aulhorilles of the State, to be by them laid before 
Parliament ? Would not the institution of this universal system of record, 
report, iuspection, publicity, and consequent responsibility, go far, of 
itself, and still more when combined with the suggested change in the 
executive department of the law, to reform many of the esisiing evils of 
the Colonial system? And is it not in the power of Parliament to follow 
Up its enactments for the improvement of the law, by such improTC- 
tdenlB in the administration of that law as have now been hinted at? 
And if in the power. Is it not also, the duty, of Parliament to do so ? 

3. But it will be ai^ued that, though something may be done, by re- 
forming the judicial administration of the Colonies, to correct the exist- 
ing evils of the Slave system, yet the Juries must still be composed of 
men actuated by the prevailing Colonial prejudices, and equally ready 
as now to render nugatory every obuosions law. NeJtlier the Judges, 
however able and upright, nor the Parliament itself, can prevent the 
powerful influence of the esprit de corps on the minds of jurymen. 

This is to a certain degree true. There is, however, a large depart- 
ment of the judicial adiuinistration which is entirely iu the hands of the 
judges, independently of juries; and even in thai department of it which 
rests wholly on the decisions of a jury, it cannot be supposed that the 
presence and dicta of an iutelligent and unbiassed judge, and the sys • 
tem of revision and publicity which has been sugg-ested, would not 
produce a very powerful and salutary effect on those decisions. 

Besides this, there is anoiher and obvious palliative at lenst, if not 
remedy, for the evil under consideration, in the atlmission to the jury 
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box of those free Blacks and persons of coloury who are qnafified bj 
their property, and intelligence, and acquirements, to take a share in the 
administration of justice. Why should they be excluded ? Have they 
not interests, and large interests too, at stake ? Even foreigners have 
a right, when tried, to have a moiety of their peers foreigner^ like 
themselves. By what strange anomaly in British jurisprudence is it that 
native bom subjects, men possessing a common interest in the state, 
shall, (not on account of the want of a qualification as to property, or in- 
telligence, or loyalty, but on account of the varying shades of their com- 
plexion,) be excluded, as a degraded caste, from the firt^ and dearest 
right of the British Constitution, a trial by their peers ? 
. That such reforms are in the power of parliament; and that, if made, 
they would improve the administration of justice, and afford increased 
security to the slave, and thus obviate the only solid objection to par- 
liamentary legislation, cannot be questioned ; and without parliamentary 
legislation, what hope exists that slavery will either be materially miti- 
gated, or finally extinguished ? 

The object of these pages has been fulfilled. It would therefore be 
out of place to enter upon a variety of questions, foreign to its imme- 
diate purpose, though connected with the general subject, to which the 
public attention has recently been directed by various publications, par- 
ticularly by a pamphlet entitled '* The West India question practically 
considered,'* and to which rumour has assigned somewhat of an official 
origin. 

That pamphlet, though it be impossible now to enter upon it, may 
require an early discussion. This remark, however, has no reference to 
the pains the author has taken to convince the world that the views 
entertained-'by the leading abolitionists, in 1826, on the subject of the 
necessity and expediency of legislative interference with the colonies, 
lias undergone a great change since 1792, and even since 1807. This 
fact is not only admitted, but stands forward as the very ground of their 
recent proceedings.* But if they then placed, it may be, an unwar- 
ranted, but nevertheless, a liberal, confidence in the purposes of the 
colonists, with respect to the improvement of the condition of their 
slaves, are they, or those who have entered into their labours, to be 
blamed as wanting in good faith, because the painful experience of 
twenty years has satisfied them that their confidence was misplaced, 
and all hope of improvement, except from parliamentary interference, 
vain and illusory ? 

On this point the author may enjoy his victory undisturbed. There 
are other questions however from which not only the Anti-Slavery 
Society, but the whole British public will dissent, and which are either 
distinctly stated, or may be deduced as fair corollaries from the reason- 
ing employed in this and some other kindred writings. Such, for ex- 
ample, are the following : 

That because the British parliament and people have participated largely 
in the crime of slavery, they ought not, though convinced of its guilt, 
to cease from it, lest some of the guilty should cease to profit by it. 

* See substance of the debate of 15 May 1823— Preface, p. xi. 
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That because greai cruelties are among tlic necessary iiicideiiU ot 
slavery, it is our duty not to make a noise about tliem, but ijuietly to 
acquiesce in what cannot be prevented. 

That though it is of the very essence of despotic power to be abused, 
and its esiistence has hitherto been deemed ii curse, yet such is the pecu- 
liar character of our colonists, that the most unmeasured despotism 
ever exercised by man over his fellows is converted, in their case, into a 
blessing to the subjects of it. 

That though it may be proved that the slave population of our colo- 
nies are in the singular situation of being a diminishing population, yet 
we are bound, in common courtesy, to believe that they are leniently 
treated, moderately worked, well fed, clothed and lodged ; because 
many honoaTable men, the masters of these slaves, have affirmed the fact. 

That it is so great an evil to irritate and provoke the colonists, that 
we must not call the crimes they commit by their appropriate names, but 
speak of them as the unfortunate accidents oftheir unfortunate situation. 

That on the same principle, we must be content to indulge them for 
a few years longer, until they can be weaned from former habits, with 
the privilege of lacerating the flesh of men and women, and of urging 
ihem to their uncompensated labour like cattle by the lash. 

That though the colonial legislatures have hitherto framed their laws 
in such a manner as to deprive the Slave of all effective legal protection ; 
and though they protest against giving him any civil rights as utter 
ruin to themselves; they are still to have the abused trust of legislating 
for him confided to their hands. 

That though it is admitted that slavery is a bad and vicious system, 
debasing the slave and corrupting the master, and though it cannot be 
affirmed that those who are bom of slaves are incapable of being reared 
for the duties and rights of freemen, yet the government and parliament 
of Great Britain are bound to retain, in all the acknowledged vices of 
slavery, the successive generations of the negro race, until it shall have 
been ascertained that the value of an acre of land in Demerara may not 
suffer some depreciation from educating them as freemen. 

That for Black men, especially iftheyliveon theedge of forests, and on 
a fertile soil , slavery is a condition of life infinitely preferable to freedom. 

That though sugar planting, as conducted in our colonies, has been 
proved to be the most deathful of all the branches of slave culture, those, 
nevertheless, are guilty of cruelty and injustice, who refuse to buy the 
■ugar thus raised at the price of blood, or who protest against paying 
largely in bounties and protecting duties to enable the planters to con- 
tinue thus to raise it. 

That though this deathful occupation has been over and over again 
admitted by the planters to be unprofitable, nay ruinous, still we are 
bound, in deference to their wishes, to apply large sums to its support. 

That though our manufacturers are starving for want ol' a market for 
ibeir productions, and though India opens an indefinite field for the con- 
sumption of those productions, we must dam up ibis easy channel of re- 
Jief.lest we should be deprived of thi.t|easure of paying the West India 
Planters acompensation, in bounties and protMting duties, for the destruc- 
tion of Negro life, caused by sugar planting and sugar manufacturing. 



Thttt titodgh it cannot be denied, that the free Blacks and people of 
Colour, df Jamaica, Grenada, Trinidad, &c, (themselyes emancipated 
Slaves, or the descendants of such,) have been growing in wealth, intel- 
ligence, and respectability, notwithstanding a variety of heavy restric- 
tions and oppressions under which their industry labonrs, it still remains 
h problem to be solved, whether, as a tropical Suti is hot, and tropical 
toils productive, emancipated Slaves will ever think of bettering their 
condition, or whether, on the contrary, they will not merge again into 
an inert and savage state. 

That although, according to West Indian statements, the Negro 
slaves, who are all, of Course, well fed and clothed by their masters, 
ftnd therefore ^tand in. need of nothing, do, nevertheless, while they 
continue in slavery (such are the blessed fruits of that state)^ employ 
their small pittance of time so industriously and to such advantage, 
that many of them abound in wealth and luxuries; yet« the safne Negroes, 
if manumitted (such is the baneful effect of freedom) would likewise make 
no effort whatever to better their condition, but would sink into penury, 
knd wretchedness, and into a greater degree of moral degradation than 
ever. ♦ 

That though it is admitted that the British nation and the Colonists 
have been guilty of a great crime, in subjecting the Negroes to Slavery, 
yet compensation is due, not from the criminals to each other, or to the 
victims of their crinfje, but is due from the Negroes to their oppressors ; 
and that in order to furnish this compensation to the criminals, the un- 
offending victims of their crime must be retained^ for ages if need be, ih 
their present abject atid degraded state. 

And lastly, that though some Of the Executive officers, entrusted 
"W^ith the ^dmiriistratioti of the Goloni6S> tnay entertain and promulgate 
*uch vieWfe a^ these, Parliament, and the electors of Parliament, are 
bound still to wait, in patience and silence, the developendent, in some 
future age, of their wise aiid philanthropic plans. 

Leaving these and similar positions Of our author and other Colonial 
writers to produce their eff*ect On thfe EleOtots of Great Britain, it will be 
i^Ufficient to say, that a^ the Colonial interests have found in him a 
zealous and certainly an able advocate^ so tieither will there be wanting, 
both in and out of Parliajn^ht, advocates, if not so able yet no less zea- 
lous, of the interests of the Negro race, who will be ready to expose such 
positions as these to the reprObatiori they ttierit. Let justice, indeed, be 
done (and who resists it?) to the claims of the Planters upon the British 
nation ; but let it not be done at the expense of their wretched bonds- 
men. These, Mr. Dwarris, himself a West Indian, has told us, with an 
etophasis and eloquence we should in Vain attempt to rival; — these poor 
outcasts from the pale of humanity, in One at least of our Colonies, 
eveti when " maImeI), mutilated, ijisfiguredj and dismem- 
bered;" have their ** wounds," as " the only tongue to relate 
THEIR wrongs." — But they will find, in free and happy Etigl&tid, if no 
where else, some who will put a tongue into those wounds, which will 
ti&ake alt the cold-blooded sophisms and unstatesman-like and unchris- 
tiatt paradoxes that havfe now been exposed, to shrink into their due 
dimensions of littleness and imbccilitv. 
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THE QUARtERLT REVIEW. 

f HE tiostility of this work la (lie Aali-Slavery cause is well bnowti' 
An article whicli appsared in Llie 65fh Nuriibiir, lias been briefly noliced 
in [he Society's Tliird Report, "tlie 66tl) Number, which has recently 
been publisbed, contains a less able but a more virulent article of* the 
same description. It would be impossible in the brief space which is 
left, to notice a tythe of the misrepresentalions, gratuitous assumplions, 
and false reasonings with which it abounds. We must content our- 
selves with noticing a few of its false facts, and for that purpose we shall 
transcribe entire a passage which occupies a lillle more than a page of 
the Article, and add in the margin a few brief observations upoti it. Our 
readers will judge now far such a work merits encouragement. 

" There is, indeed, one circumstance external to the real merits of the 
case, which we can easily believe to have some influence — -and that, to 
whatever it may amount, most unpropitious — on the minds of our colo- 
nists. We allude to the manner in which their characters are suAered 
to be assailed, too often without even an attempt at any anstter, lu the 
House of Commons.* ft is from that House that they consider the 
Regulations in qtiestiotf as emanating ; can it possibly dispose Ihein the 
more willingly to accept of such suggestions, to read in the newspapers 
that such a lawyer and such a gentleman as Mr. Deninan permitted 
himself, and was permitted by others, lo speak in St. Stephen's chapel, 
of one of the conspiracies detected in Jamaica, in 1823-4, as, having 
been ' got up' — a mere trick in short, a Cunning, politic, bloody little jest 
of a knot of Jamaica magistrates ? Is it wonderful that the minds of 
these men, and the minds of those who know theAi, should boil with 
scorn and indignation when the account reaches the colony t — a con- 
spitaey got up! and by whom ?— not merely by the magistrates who 
tried llie case, for the evidence in the case was submitted to the Gover- 
nor of Jamaica, and the sentence executed under his warrant — and itis 
from the character of the evidence itself that Mr. Denman pronounces 
the conspiracy to which it refers to have been a trick ab ovo.-f And what 

* It waa the canducl, not tlie character of tbe .tamaica mngislTscy wbich was 
BSaailerl in the Hniine of Commons on Ibis occssina. And was il b; Mr. Denman 
and the Abolitioniuts alone that il was ao asEailed 7 The Attorap; GenErnl said, 
" No man could reprobate more strongly than he did the whole hygteniof the ad- 
miniatration of justice in onr colonies." — " The system deserved repiobftlion in 
the binbest degree."— The Solicitor General "agreed fully with his Hon. Friends 
apposite, as lo the hated and accursed nature of the system of slavery, and he 
wcDt along with them ia desiring the Abolition of it and its etils." Mr. Can- 
ning Mkid, that " in all Iht'se proceedings, it was to be lamented, thai Negro life 
waa put to hazard, and Neipn hlond shod by a system totally diRerenl Irom (hat 
which n>it applied to White men." He spoke also of " these difgusting tii- 
[ bnnalB," and of the " moral atrocities" of tbe system. Was there any thins in 
Mr. Denman's speech which could be more offensive (o West India feeling than 
such expressions as these ! 

t The Beiiewer acems determined to blow the coal of hostility between the 
Colonists and the AbolitiDniats. H^ has certainly given an anfair nod exagge- 
rated representation nf Mr. Denman'a speech. The gravamen of that speech, 
liewever, in the estimate of the Reviewer, ia the clear and decided opinion which 
il expressed that the conspiracies of Jamaica were " got np," And what is there 
so very efiensive in this opinion T Does not the Reviewer himself in the very satoe 
kumber of his work speak without reserve nf " the cruel and infamous persecu- 
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was UiG purpose tbat all these worshipful magistrates and tlmw noble ac- 
complice had in view ? — Why, according to Mr. Denman, it is tlieir in- 
terest that the people of England should believe there are conspiracies in 
Jamaica! For such purposes, the Gentlemen of Jamaicaand the Duke 
of Manchester commit judicial marders .' But was there ever such a 
shadow of pretence for this enormous cruelty? This conspiracy was 
only one out of three ibal took place in the same island within ihe same 
twelve months : the evidence in regard to the other two insurrections, 
Mr. Denman does not dare to attack — and that in regard to theffawouej- 
business, he expressly admits to be conclusive and unanswerable. Were 
two conspiracies in the year so very scanty an allowance ? Were these 
' white devils' of Jamaica determined to sup so very full with horrors 1 * 

" In the ' Picture of Negro Slavery,' &c. a pamphlet Ip.tely published 
under the authority of the African InstitutioD,f all the three X conspi- 
racies^that of which Mr. Denman admits the proof to be complete and 
satisfactory,! as well as the others — are boldly pronounced to have been 
' got up.' II It is also added, that in none of these conspiracies the pri- 

tioD, cammonly called the Popisli Plot, wben a vertigo seemed suddenlj to pos- 
sess the heads of the people of Englaod, rendering tliem incapable uf diatinguiali- 
ing truth from falachoud, justice from oppressioD, ur common senae from Jbe 
grossest absurdity. TheEarlof Shafteahury, Ibe foaler father of that moat wicked 
delusion," &c. (p. 28e.> Hard words these, Mr Reviewer. And wby should Mr, 
Denman be blamed for sappoaing thnt, even in the immaculate island of Jamaica, 
some men as base aa Shiiflesbury might have found in Corberand, &c. instrii- 
menta aa base as Titua Oatea, to work on the fears of tbo good people of that 
colony, until Iheir heads also were poaseased with a vertigo, rendering them in- 
capable of distitiguisbing (rutll from falsehood, justice from oppresiino, orcom- 
moD senae fiom Ibe grusaest absurdity 7 Men deluded by the knavery of others 
may be weak, but Ihey are not necessarily accomplices : and tlierefore, it would 
be as unreasonable in the whole body of Jamaica Colonists to feel Ibetnselves 
assailed in their character by the^llegation that their plots were got up, aa it 
would be in the body of the English nation in Charles the Second's time, to resenl 
tbe atalemeot that Titua Gates's plot was got up. The Reviewer, therefore, in 
hia comments on Mr. Dennian's speech, and the Anti-Slavery pamphlet, is act- 
ing the part of a mere firebrand. 

* This statcmeot fFom beginning to end is a misrepresentation of the facts. 
There were four alleged conspiracies in Jamaica, not three. Mr, Denman 
denied that any of them was entitled to be so denominated, not even the dis- 
turbance in Hanover. There, he admitted, that outrages had been committed 
which justly merited puniabmeDt, but he maintaiued that these outrages wore 
not the reault of any preconcerted scheme to nhich the name of j:lot or conspi- 
racy could be given, but were produced by the irritation of the moment, and by 
sudden and unforeseen privocation. He distinctly stated his opinion, that lliere 
was as little ground for the alleged conspiracies of SI. James's and St. GeorgeV 
as for that of St. Mary's. 

t Thia pamphlet did not proceed from, nor was it sanctioned by tlic African 
Inatilution. 

t There were four, not throe. 

J Mr. Denman made no such admission. 
The Jamaica conspiracies are represented to have been got up as the 
Heviewer repreaenta the Pupiah Plot to have been ttut up. The casea are remark- 
ably similar. But, it is not true, that tbe pamphlet io question does not dlstin- 
^iah between the Hanover trials, and tlie ntiieis. It expressly states, (p. DO.) 
" We mast do the gentlemen of Hanover the juatioe to say, that it is the only 
affnir which wesra the semblance of a conspiracy. There we have at least some 
overt act! of violence— something which, to a certain eWent, might justify alarm, 
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Goneis were allowed the beiiolit of counsel i' a Rtatcmeut in direct op- 
position to the truth, as may JjeeeeD by any one wlio refers to the paclis' 
mentary papers, of which this pampblel professes to be an abstract, 
and in which the uames of Mr. Burke and Mr. Jnmes, counsel for the 
prisoners, occur passim.f In one of the cases, it is true, no counsel is 
numed as having been present on the part of the accused : but the re^on 
was, that the accused were all the slaves of one gentleman, who had 
formerly practised at the bar, and who appeared at the trial, without 
gowQ or wig to be sure, to do all that any barrister could have done for his 
dependents,]: 

" Mr. Denman quoted from the record of his ' got up' conspiracy, a 
letter, in which it was said that, ' only one of the wretches confessed the 
crime before execution.' Mr, Denman sees in this sentence only llie 
word wretches, and expresses his indignation at the magistrate and mur- 
derer who could use such a word upon such an occasion. But, after all, 
why did any one negro, and above all, why did this one negro confess?^ 
— Was Obeah Jack, too — the ringleader — the only one of the set that 
could not possibly hope for pardon at any period of the investigation — 
was he, too, wilh the rope about his neck, a member of the dark-souled 
junta that jot uji the conspiracy for tlie purpose of persuading the people 
of Englaud that parliamentary discussions have an unpleasant eSect in 
the colonies ? 

"It may be as well to remark, that the authors of the African Institu- 
tion's pamphlet, entitled " England enslaved by her own Slave Colonies," 
suppress entirely the fact of this Obeah Jack's confession.]! fbis con- 
duct is much bolder than Mr. Denman's." 

Quarterly Review, No. LXVI. p. 516. 

and punishmeQt too." In all the cases, tbere was at least this preiniaptive riek 
of their having been got up, that the principal witneHaea knew beforehand that 
reward awailed the disroverj of a plot, and the conviction of plotters. 

■ This is another false assertion on the part of the Reviewer. The pamphlet, 
which he pretends lo quote, confines the rpiaarfc respecting ihe absence of itoun- 
sel to two cases, namely, St. Mary's (p. i\. Note), and Hanover (p. 63.) ; and 
the last passage expressly states, that " in this instanco also the slates appear to 
liave had no legal advocate, or even solicitor ;" meaning, in this instance, as well 
as in that of St. Mary's. 

t Tbcee names do not occur fnusim. They occor only in one of the trials. 

I " In one of ihe cases."— In which ? In that of St. Mary's, or of Hanover, 
where alone the pamphlet says there was no couaset ? Itcannot be St. Mary's 
to which the Reviewer allades, lierauae the proprietor of sevifDOf Ihe St. Mary's 
convicts, Mr. Sterling, did not reside in Jamaica, but in Great Britain, and tbe 
proprietor of the eighth was no barrister. It cannot be Hanover, because Mr. 
Malcolm, the proprietor of almost aU the convicts in that parish, was himself the. 
prosecutor, and a witness for the crown. 

^ Mr. Denman expressed his disbelief, that any one of the St. Mary's convicts 
had confessed his guilt. If he did, why were not the particulars of liis confes- 
sion produced 1 It is not denied that a respite was oifeicd to any one, or two, or 
three of the convicts who would make a discloanre of Ihe plot If this " wretch" 
really confessed, how happened it that he was executed wilh the others, and that 
tbe promised mercy was not extended to himt 

II This pamphlet is no pamphlet of tbe African Institution, any more than that 
before referred to. The name of Mr. Stephen is attached lo it. It does not sup- 
press the fact of Obeah Jach's confession, because it has not approached the 
subject at all. We suppose, thnt Ihe Reviewer really meant lo alUck, not Mr. 
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This Nobleman has of late taken bo conspicuous h pari as an advo- 
cate ot Colonial interests, and has laboured with so much zeal to dia- 
eradit the efForts of the Anti-Slavery Society, that it becomes a matter 
of some moment to ascerlaiD the degree m which be has acquired a 
title to guide the public opinion on this point. Without doubt he poa- 
sesses many claims to respect, distinct from his high rank. He has 
steered an honourable and independent course in political life. He has 
sedulously cultivated talents of no mean order. He has distinguished 
himself by his acquisitions in the science of political economy. And he 
has ever been forward lo promote the general diffusion of knowledge. 

But the circumstance above all others which produced a favourable 
impression of his Lordship's character upon our minds was a speech 
which he delivered in the House of Commons on the 6th March, 1807. 
The qiittstion was the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 

His Lordship, then Mr. Ward, observed, that " The questions which 
arise u[ion this bill respect the inhumanity and impolicy of the slave 
trade. On the former, so strong a case has been made out that it is 
altpofit unneeessuiyto add anything; and with regard to the latter, eyen 
if I were convinced that the argument of humanity was groundless, yet 
I should think myself bound to put a period to it on the score of policy, 
as I would in cases of robbery, piracy, and other crimes."* 

'f Tlie two principal arguments urg-ed in opposition to this measure 
are the depopulation of the Colonies and the diminution of culture." 
After expressing his belief that neither of these effects would follow, he 
added, " /( is a fact which needs no evidence to support it, that the 



Stejiheo's pampiijet of" Ko gland enslaved Lylier own Slave Colonies," buj ^ 
same pamphlet wUicli he has already ao liberally miGrepreeeoled, " A pictare of 
Negro Slavery," &c. Now, if the faots stated by Oheah Jacli, bad been given in 
evidence on the trials either of the St, Mary's or the St. George's coDspirators, 
they might, so far as they go, hare added BOme slight presuuitliou to the mani- 
festly worthless evidpnce on which these men were condeuined. But Obeah 
Jack's confesBion vt as no evidence. Jtwas not made until the men were already 
hanged whom alone it could afiect, if we except indeed Carberand, a|;ainst 
whom, and in a spirit of revenge to whom, it appears to have been framed. To 
whatever weight it may be entitled, it cannot weigh one feather in vindication 
of previoDB convictions and eiecations. But, in our opinion, luider all the 
doubts which natvrally attach to its correctness, as to that of another Jack of 
Btl}l inore famous memory. Jack Gladstoae, of JJemerara, it does not merit the 
very slightest mentiDn as aflbnting any corroborative evidence of an armed con- 
Hpica*iy, Where are the arms ? Corberand is still alive. Is he not accessilile lo 
a sufficiently high reward, now that his life is safe, lo iodure him to point out the 
place of their concealment? Obeah Jack says, that Corberand alone can tell 
where tbey lie concealed. What motive can be now have foi' refusing to make 
the discovery t 

' How are plain men lo diatingnish between slave-trading and slave -holding, 
80 tjiat while the one is a felouy of the worst orde^ the other is a guiltless prac- 
tice 1 It would, probably, puzzle tliem to decide wtiieh crime was the worst, that 
of BlealiDgmcQ, women, and children, and selling them; or thai of bujiug these 
stolen men, women, and children, and dooming them and llipir posterity for ever 
tp a cruel and hopeless bondage, to interminahle and uncoiii[icriBaled toil, and to 
moral and intellectual degradatiau, and all for the sake of perBoiial advantage. 
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hnmaH race is prevented by nothing hut ill trsalment from mulUpljfing 
as fast in the West Indies ai i« every other coualry where the bounty ^f 
nature is not cramped by miickievous instil uiions." 

As to the diKContcul which itwas alleged wais likely lobe excited among 
the sliives by passing this bijl, his Lordsliiji rcmai-lted, " I can pever be- 
lieve that when you have begun by ICjiting the African by fraudand vio- 
lence from his native country, it needs the act of the legislature to inform 
him that it is done by the uiolatJon of all juaijce. Why may (hey not at 
length Uarn, that their lives and la/iours have becotae more important u) 
Ike eye of the Imperial Legislature ; and that more rei^^rd will be paid 
henceforward to their health and comfort ? If the predicted mischiefs were 
in reality to be dr^ded, I fear that ihey would already have been felt 
by the planters, for the injustice of the servHtuie in viliich th? negroes 
have been held, might not only have been learnt by the perusal tf the 
debates on the subject in this House, bat it might have been known by 
the inspecliait of the English Statute Book, where slavery is regarded 
with the utmost abhorrence." 

He thus concltuled his speech, " These, Sir, are reasons which apply 
as well to the total abolition of slavery as to the termination gf this 
trade. And if I did not believe that this measure woidd ultimately teifd 
to the emancipation of the negroes, /jAouM be inclined to oppose it as 
an improper comoTomise belweeit Che British parliament and the Wed 
India planters. 

After such a speech as this, his Lordship, if he haa since changed his 
opinions, might have at least exercised aome forbearance towards those 
who have retained them, and spared a little of the vituperation which 
is issuing, in the shape of a pamphlet liearing his Lordship's name, 
from the great Colonial Mart in Albemarle-street. Is it less true now 
than it wtts then, that " tlte human race h prevented by nothing but ill 
treatment from multiplying ai fast in the West Indies as in every other 
country where the bounty of nature is oot cramped by mischievous in- 
Blitulions?" And why should his Lordship chai^ those with hitera- 
perance and esagfreraljon, who, reasoning on bis own priociples, affirm, 
that the continued decrease of the slaves in Jamaica must tind its cause 
in die same unfailing source of depopulation to which his Lordship has 
■QJustly referred it? If his Lordship was of opinioo in 1307 that it 
was time the negroes should learn that the Imperial Legislature mas 
interested in their well-being, surely a delay of twenty years, during 
which nothing effectual has been done to improve tlicir condition, does 
not make the obligation less urgent. Or is the refusal to take the ne- 
cessary steps lor the emancipation of the negroes less a compromise of 
principle now than in 1807 ? ' 

At the lime the ahove speech was made, his Lordship had, we admit, 
the prospect of inheriting a considerable West India property, of which 
he has since become tlie possessor. His father was the proprietor of 
''States in Jamaica, the population of which regularly increased. 

It does not appear, however, that tlie slaves of Lord Dudley and 
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Ward are now any longer distinguished by that rapidity of increase 
whieh. is his own criterion of good treatment. On the contrary their 
numbers have of late been stationary, or rather diminishing. In March, 
1820, the population of his estates amounted to 640. In March, 1823, it 
amounted only to 636. We leave this fact for his Lordship to explain 
without any further comment of ours, or without venturing even to sur- 
mise how far his late speculations in sugar planting, and their results, 
(we allude to his new sugar estate of New Yarmouth, in Vere,) may have 
operated in checking the increase of his slaves, or may have affected his 
opinions on West India subjects. 

We have given the predecessor of his Lordship credit for the physical 
comfort which his slaves enjoyed. We will assume that under his 
Lordship's dominion, as far as the directions of non-resident proprietors 
can avail, their physical comfort has continued to be anxiously studied. 
But the notice with which his Lordship has honoured the Anti-Slavery 
Society justifies us in putting a few questions to him relative to the con- 
dition of his slaves in other respects. We beg to ask therefore, 

1. /Has a single step been taken to give religious instruction to his 
slaves? A year ago, we learn from good authority, none had yet been 
taken. 

2. Eager as his Lordship has shewn himself for the diffusion of ge- 
neral knowledge, has any, even the lowest form of education, been 
afforded to the 400 or 500 children, who, since his Lordship's speech in 
1807, may have been born on his estates ? 

3. Has Sunday been a day of repose and instruction to his slaves? 

4. Have his slaves, women as well as men, ceased to work under the 
lash and without wages from morning to night, and during crop-time 
for half the night ? 

5. Is not the whip still the instrument of punishment for men and for 
women ? If not, when did it cease to be so ? 

6. Has a single marriage ever been celebrated among the slaves on 
his estates ? 

We put these questions to his Lordship with the less scruple because 
we believe that on the whole the state of his slaves is more favourable 
than that of many other planters. Still we are persuaded that a full and 
candid reply to them would prove all we contend for as to their low and 
degraded condition. 



ThiSy and all other publications of the Society^ may be had at their office 
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Ow the 17th of April, Lord St7rpii!i.ii brought forward ihe subject 
of Colonial Slavery in the House of Peers. He spoke to the following 
effect. His Lordship said that since he had first declared his hope that 
the motion which he was about to submit would meet with their Lord- 
ships' UDanimoua approbation, nothing had occurred to diminish his 
confidence. It was a proposition unconnected with any matter upon 
which difference of opinion was known to prevail, Emancipation itself 
would neither be protracted nor accelerated by the result oi his motion, 
and although a difference of opinion might exist upon the finest lime 
for carrying that measure into efTect, he was happy to say he beliered 
no man m the country, certainly no one in that House — no, not even 
the Noble Lord who was the moat able and ready advocate of Slavery, 
or rather the most ready and able apologist of the West India system, 
( Lord Dudley) was prepared to deny that Slavery ought to cease through- 
out the British dominions. Here Lord SuflSeld took occasion to repet 
the accusation against the abolitionists of a desire for precipitancy. He 
was personally acquainted with many of those best known to the public 
as advocates lor emancipation ; he had attended many of their private 
conferences, and it was remarkable that he had in no one instance 
heard a wish expressed for sudden or convulaive emancipation, nor had 
he heard one scheme devised for its attainment, by any means that 
were not cautious and gradual. Next, as he had complained of one 
accusation, and as very recent allusion had been made to the matter of 
compensation to the Colonies in the event of emancipation, he could 
not forbear expressing his own sentiments on that subject. The Abo- 
litionists had been accused of disinclination to compensate slave-owners 
for their losses ; he denied that charge, on his own behalf and on the 
behalf of the country, if a clear case of damnification could be made 
out. But the call for compensation seemed to him to come from the 
wrong quarter; the mother counti^ had, it was calculated during a 
period of thirty years, added 150 millions to her debt in support of the 
Colonies ; 50,000 British subjecls had, during ihe same space of lime. 
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been sacrificed to the climate, and two or three millions of money were 
now annually paid to continue ibe system of Slavery 1 Smeiy the mo- 
iher country ehould be indemnified for this vast exliaugtion of blood 
and treasure; but it ^peara in llie mean time that the Colonists have 
become impoverished and not eaticked — they have RhiixI it unprofitable ; 
they do find it so, and ever will find it unprofitable, as it seems by the 
ordination of Providence. Then he was quite sure that the people of 
England would rather pay six millions annually for the discontinuance, 
than three millions for the continuance of Slavery. Thus compensation, 
however unreasonable In principle, would readily be granted. One 
point more on the g;eneral subject, and he would proceed with his mo- 
tion. Some indignation in that House had been exhil>itcd at the asser- 
tion that Slavery was incompatible with CkrislianHy, and this asser- 
tion was fathered on the abolitionists; now, although conscicnli- 
oualy thinking as he did that the principles of the Christian religion 
were adverse lo Slavery, the assertion alluded to he believed might be 
traced to a different source from that contemplated perhaps by the 
Noble Earl opposite, viz. to the West Indies themselves, not to the abo- 
litionists. In 1 803, the Royal Gazette of Demerara promulgated this 
doctrine : — " He that chooses to make slaves Christiana, let him give 
them their liberty. Wbai will be tie consequence when to that class 
of men is given the title of beloved brethren, which actually is done. — 
Assembling negroes in places of worship gives a momentary feeling of 
independence both of thinking and acting, and by frequent meetings of 
this kind a spirit of remark is generated ; neither of which. are sensn- 
tioos at ail proper to be excited in the minds of slaves." Again, in 
1823, says tiic same paper, "To address a promiscuous audience of 
Black or Colonial people, bond and free, by the endearing appellation 
of my brethren and sisters, is what can no where be heard except in 
Providence chapel." Such are the sentiments of the Colonists as given 
in their own newspaners, if correctly quoted in the House of Commons 
in the course of a debate on the trial and condemnation of the Mis- 
sionary Smith. Lord S. now came to the subject of his motion : — He 
did not strive on the present occasion to convey to the slaves civil 
rights ; his object was to prevent criminal wrongs, in the words of Mr. 
Dwarris, {who e.tpressed the same ideas so exactly, he should beg to 
read an extract to the House from his report now upon the table). — 
" Lastly," says Mr. Dwarris, " to all arguments drawn from the evils 
of the system and strangely applied m favour of its continuance, because 
Slavery is a great or a necessar^,'n ought not therefore to be an jiHnuti- 
galedevil; it ought, as it appears to me, to be softened, prcoisely be- 
cause it is contended it cannot with safety and justice be destroyed.'' 
The attempt entirely to secure persons in a stale of Slavery from cri- 
ininal wrongs, would perhaps be impracticable ; but it will be someUiing 
if we oppose some check to that mockery of justice — that pretence for 
Ugal oppression and violence, of which this fallen race have at present 
to complain. 

All who have ever written or spoken in public on the subject of Sla- 
very, all who have directed their thoughts lo it, he believed agreed in 
the opinion that the evils of the system were by no means confined lo 
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ilift individuale who were slaves — those degraded and unfortunate 
beiugs only shared the bad etfects of Slavery wilh their masters, and 
with nil who were in any degree connected with the system. Its bane- 
ful influence extended itself over all classes of society within its sphere, 
end he was confident that he could shew, frooi papers on the table, that 
no persons resident in the Slave Colonies, and cannecled with the ad- 
ministration of the laws, were exempt from the contagion. He would 
begin with the Colonial Legislatures, and their blind and ill-advised 
resistance to the wishes and recommendations of his Majesty's ministers; 
2dly, lie would prove the apathy of the Colonists, relative to recorded 
cases of cruelty; — 3dly, he would shew something very like misrepresen- 
tBlion, at all events gross inconsistency, on the part of a commissioner 
appointed to inquire into and report upon the civil and criminal juris- 
diction of the West Indies; the more unintentional the misrepresentation 
the better for his argument. Now if he could shew impolitic conduct 
on the part of the Legislatures — apathy, injustice and partiality on the 
port of those who bad to administer the laws, and unintentional misre- 
presentation on ihe part of the commissioners, all these persons being 
man of undisputed integrity and honour, his case was made out beyond 
a question.— What better proof could be afforded that persons being 
owners of slaves are not 6t for the high offices which they hold ? But 
if still a doubt could exist, he would lasdy quote the opinion of some 
of the Colonists themselves, high in authority, who had favoured ui 
with their sentiments on the subject, in direct concurrence with the ob- 
ject which was to be accomplished by the motion he had that day to 
oAer to tlieir Lordships. The first reference he woidd make to the 
papers in their Lordships' hands, was relative to the blind resistance 
made by the Colonial Legislatures to the recommendations of His Ma- 
jesty's Government, who desired the improvement in the condition of the 
slaves to be the work of the Colonists themselves, and wislied theslavei 
to feel indebted to their masters for any benefits they might receive. — 
Now let us see what has been the consequence of these recoramenda- 
lions. He would read an extract from a dispatch, signed by the Noble 
Ear! opposite (Lord Bathurst) respecting Jamaica. He selected the 
observations on Jamaica especially — 1st, because it appeared on the 
face of the correspondence printed and on the table — ^2dly, because 
Jamaica was our principal Colony — and lastly, because Jamaica had 
ready and able defenders in thai House upon all occasionswhen it was, 
and often when it was not attacked. 

Lord Bathurst says, " Jamaica has always been considered as the 
Colony which was most likely to take the lead in every measure which 
was calculated to improve the state of society in the Wasl India Colo- 
oies, and it is a great mortifkation to those who looked with confidence 
to the support of that legislature, that there is not any one West India 
Colony that has not done more than Jamaica, or has not made the ex- 
ample of Jamaica their apology for doing so little," — And now, said 
Lord S. let us see what the Duke of Manchester thinks of the house of 
assembly — resident as he has been for some time in the island, and com- 
petent therefore, it ts to be pvesiimed, to fonn n pretty correct notion of 
the sentiments of its inhabilanls. " 1 am afraid," says the Duke of 
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Manchester in one of hie dispatches, " I am afraid after so many 
repeated trials, that there is no hope of persuadiag the present house ot 
assembly to do any thing effectual for the relief of tlie slaves. — I have 
exhausted all the means in my power to lead them to a proper way of 
thinking." Can any thing more clearly shew the prejudice which pre- 
vails against all improvement? But we will now proceed to examine a 
summary which Lord S. said he had made with great care, of all that 
each of the Colonies had done in compliance with the wishes of our 
Government al home. It appears that Sunday markets are prohibited 
by only One of the West India legislatures — viz. Tobago. 

That evidence q/' s?avei is admitted in Grenada, Tobago, St. Vin- 
cent's, and Dominica, but under such qualifications and restrictions as 
to render it almost valueless. That the legalization of marrii^es has 
taken place in only one — the Bahamas, and has been permitted m Gre- 
nada and St. Vincent's. That a very limited right of slaves to property 
is enacted in four only — Grenada, Tobago, St, Vincent's, and Dominica, 
That the power to purcltase nmnumissioti is enacted no where. And 
the non-separation of families in two only — the Bahamas and Grenada. 
That the abolition of the driving whip — is not professed to be enacted, 
except in two Colonies ; and that of rLOBGisa females — ^no where. 

HavJng now afforded their Lordships a fair specimen of the disposi- 
tion of the Colonies to comply with the recommendations of this Govern- 
ment, he would proceed to examine the report of the fiscal of Demerara. 
The record of complaints includes only the short period of three months. 
It appears that cognizance was taken of 25 complaints inthat time — 17 
of slaves against their masters, six of masters against their slaves, two 
of slaves against each other. Of the 17 slaves complaining against their 
masters, 12 were punished for complaining, two were restored to their 
masters, liable of course to similar punishment, and sure to receive it 
for the same reason — and two of the complaints were redressed, one 
by the dismissol of the manager, and one by fine, which appears not to 
Lave been paid — the remaining complaint seems to have been simply 
disallowed. Now it happens that of the six complaints of masters 
against slaves, not one remains unredressed — four by flogging and two 
by imprisonment. The two other complaints, making up the number 
25, are of Slaves against each other. 

Having no account of the nature of some of the charges, or the 
grounds upon which the decisions liave taken place, little more can be 
gathered from this document, than an inference from the contrast be- 
tween the redress afibrded to slaves complaining against their masters, 
and the redress afforded to masters of complaints against their slaves ; 
but surely the partiality of the fiscal was at least made sufiiciently 
apparent. Lord S. then proceeded to the shocking record from the 
fiscal of Berbice, which he prefaced by observing, that whoever desired 
to be made acquainted with the condition of slaves in the West Indies, 
would do well to examine this record with care. Here may be seen a 
picture of Slavery, though not perhaps in its worst form, because it is 
notorious that where slaves are worst treated, in the greater ratio does 
population diminish, whereas in this Colony no such diminution takes 
place. Then again it is to be remembered, that the record regardsonly 
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23,000 persona out of a AVeaC Indian slave population of 800,000, and 
tliat it relates only to the short period of about four years. The first 
case his Lordship would cite, would be found in page 39 of the Berbice 
report. Four women complain that they are not allowed time to suckle 
their children. Two of them were flogged for the enormous crime of 
suckling their offspring, and their statement was corroborated by the fact 
recorded by the fiscal, that their coals were stained with blood. 

The second case, page 39, is that of a woman who was flogged be- 
cause she was unsaleable ; she was sent out by her master to find a 
purchaser, and because a customer could not be found, on her return 
home she was flogged. 

The third and fourth cases, pages 56 and 57, are of women reported 
to have been Hogged, and to have miscarried in consequence, being 
pregnant at the time of the flogging. One of these cases especially 
having been already noticed in public, and remarked upon as being at- 
tended with peculiar circumstances of atrocity, has excited a strong 
sensation in the West Indies, and has been adverted to and combatted, so 
far as it could be, by tliose who had the means of ascertaining the facts. 
It therefore deserved their Lordships' particular attention. It is proved 
in all its ferocity of perpetration by seven witnesses, the only part of 
the statement made on behalf of the unhappy female disputed Is, a part 
of the coasetjiuences eitsuing from the punishment — not the miscarriage, 
that remains uncontradicted, but the ^ect of the flogging upon the un- 
born child, and this is disputed on medical authority. What then 
remains an undeniable fact is, " that a woman, big with child, was 
ordered to do work that she was unable to execute— the driver was 
ordered to flog her for laziness — heaman pretty much habituated, it may 
be supposed, to severity — even he remonstrated, saying, she is ratlter 
big with child — the word sather was omitted, ray Lords, in a former 
representation of this case, and the omission was made the ground of 
solemn complaint. He (Lord S.) trusted therefore it would now be 
remembered that the driver said the woman was ratiier big with 
child. What was the reply? — Flog Iter till the blood files out !! ! She 
was ordered the next day to work ; she complained of being ill, and the 
day following she miscarried ! Now then how stands the case ? Ad- 
mitting the consequences so far as regarded the unborn child to be mis- 
represented, and admitting the very important qualification as to the 
DEGREE of PREGNANCY, the case, my Lords, shrinks into a mere act 
of ferocioiis brutal Oft (rage and infanticide! The 5th case, page 
86, is of another woman who miscarried in consequence of ill usage, 
and she complains also of the harsh treatment of one of her children, 
who exhibits marks of flogging. The 6th case, page 63, Is that of 
Brutus, who is flogged because he would not consent to the violation of 
his daughter ! A violation however is committed, and proved against 
the manager by a host of witnesses, who declare that they were posted 
as watchmen at the door while the crime was perpetrated; and would 
your Lordships believe it^the omission of this proof, the horrible fact 
that persons were posted as watchmen, is impudently charged upon those 
who made allusion to tliis case also <in a former occasion in public, as a 
culpable suppression of evidence which woukt have overturned the case ! 
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Upon ihis, and upon all the casas liillierto cited, no dcciBoii of the fiscal 
is recorded. But as an iuti'oductioD to a few of those cases upon whicli 
there has been a decision, his Lordship said he would next advert to one 
CQQqected with the last mentioned in some degree, upon which it seems 
the fiscal had expressed an opinion. It would be found in page 137. 
It was the case of a negro, Michael, who had been punished on suspi- 
cion of a robbery — goods very similar to those stolen were afterwards 
found on the person of another individual ; Michael protesis his inno- 
cence, and complains to the manager of his unjust flogging — the 
manager tells him to hold his tongue, or he shall be put in the stocks ; 
he then complaina to the master, and be it observed (this is the 
same matter viko owned Bnitvs, the same plantation, and for aught we 
know lo the contrary, the same profligate manager), the master, Mr. 
Kenny, says the uRJuSt flogging was not his fault — it was the manager's; 
he finally complains to the fiscal for redress, and here of course obtains 
it. But what is the redress ? The manager is reprimanded for punish- 
ing a slave on such slight suspicion, and Michael gets no redress because 
his innocence is not proved, la England, happily, it is necessary to 
prove guilt — innocertce is presumed; but in the West Indies the rules of 
justice seem to be reversed. It is to be lamented that we have no infor- 
mation relative to the decisions of the fiscal in any of the cases cited eji- 
cept the last ; but luckily we find some other cases on which decision 
has been recorded, and from the nature of them we may form some 
conjectnre of the weight of punishmevt inflicted upon tlio monsters 
whose crimes have been represented in the papers before us. First, 
there is a case, (page 124,) k complaint of fifteen slaves against ihetr 
master, who had treated them with the greatest cruelty —-forced them to 
work, on Sundays, and robbed them of their ducks, fowls, &c. all ihia 
was proved before the fiscal — and what was his decision ? awfui instance 
1^ retributive justictt! The master is absolutely required lo make resti- 
tution of the stolen property or its value, and as a terrific example lo all 
other masters of slaves, he is threatened ihal upon a repetition of his 
offence ha shall be criminally prosecuted. The second decided case I 
will quote is in page 92. Mark, a negco, is proved to have been illn- 
gaily flogged. What is the consequence ? the manager is reproved for 
three successive floggings ! The third case decided upon is in page 131. 
Felix complains of the debauched conduct of the manager generally, and 
especially with respect to his own wife. The caje is inquired into by 
the fiscal, and it appeared that 'Felix had not completed his task when 
he came to complam. The case is proved against the manager, who the 
fiscal remarks had evidently taken improper liberties with the women on 
the estate — and what ia the consequence? Their Lordships could not 
believe it if it were not on record in this official document. Felix, riot 
the adulterous manager, but Felix, the complainant, is ordered to be 
fiogged, and the manager is reprimanded I — The fourth case was one in 
page 100. Lambert, a sick n^ro, complains he could obtain no medi- 
cine, and was forced to work night and day ; notliing appears in con- 
tradiction of bis testimony, and he is flogged — why we do not know, 
but here is the decision. Again, page 93,5th case. Michael, on 
eld man, complains of overwork, and ii is decided that he shall recetve 
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!iei'OUty-five /as'ie£. Sixth and laatlf, pngc 137, Ness is oidevud to 
work on Suuday^ ; lie does not trresiatibly refuse, but complains to the 
constituted authority. He is, Cor so duing, punished by the fiscal, not 
because his tale is untrue, Cot it appears that although Ness is flogged, 
the inanageT is warned by the Jiscal of the iLtEGALirr of working 
slaves 00 a Sunday. From these six decided cases we may draw some- 
thing like a rcasooable inference of the mode in which those other cases 
were decided, of which we have no ioformaiion as to the result. In 
England, when men of education and of superior rank in life are proved 
to have violated the law, they usually hear from the judge who tries 
them, lliat they deserve, from having superior knowledge of their doty, 
the more signal punishment — and it rs notorious that they generally re- 
ceive it ; but ill the West Indies, as it has been before observed, the rulea 
of justice and equity are directly reversed. His Lordship then proceeded 
to point out the incouaistencies, amounting, as he thought, to misiepre- 
seotalion on the part of Mr. Dwarria, employed by his Majesty's ministers 
to inquire into and report upon the civil and criminal J a ris diction in the 
West indies. In pages 14 and 15, said his Lordship, the Commis- 
sioner tells UB, that cruel m33t«r3 wore certainly heard of sometimes; he 
believes he heard of three suck instances in tweha islands ! He says, 
" the poor slave left to himself is generally contented and happy-" — 
" A little more time and a little less work form tlie narrow boundary of 
his wants and wishes." — " He is in the enjoyment of domestic comfort, 
capable of acquiring comparative wealth, and wearing an air of ijtde- 
pendentc, quite imesplicable to those who have never had an oppor- 
tunity of ohserving how manners and opinions can control laws." He 
then speaks of the paucity of crimes and the absence of want. Now' 
really. Lord S: observed, 1 did not expect to find in page G2, of the 
same report, that " in this island," speaking of Barbadoes, " slaves are 
witliout legal protection or redress for personal injuries." Murder is a 
capital crime, but " there is no other legislative prwiaioA to restrain tlw 
absolute povxr of the master over the slave, or ofinfiicting punishment 
upon the owners or others, in case of ntwtilation, dismemberment, or 
cruel treatment." — Here, said Lord S. is a condidon in which men may 
be happy and contented I Mr. Dwarris adds, " A slave who is or 
thinks himself aggrieved, looks in vain in this island for aproper quarter 
inwkick to prefer his complaint. — He can no wliere be received!" The 
Commissioner surely could not mean the slaves were contented and' 
happy in Barbadoes I Did he mean In Grenada? He particularly 
speaks in page 16 of the high reputation of Grenada for the humanity of 
her laws; then in page 66 he tells us that slave evidence can not be 
received, and to prove the humanity of the Grenada law more parti- 
cularly, he tells us in page 65, that harhourera of felons are to suffer 
death ; in page 96, that any slaves personally insulting, or in any mea- 
sure contemptuousli/ treating any white or free person, shall be punished 
for every such offence at the discretion of any one justice of the peace, 
not to extend to life or limb. The happy condition of the slave could 
hardly have bad reference to Greuada. But where is the happy and 
independent- 1 coking slave ? is lie in St. Vincent's ? Here the Commis- 
sioner tells U3 in pftge 66, " tho' there was a very affecting case, in 
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which the dyvicj dcciaratwn of a black woman, a slave muhdehed 
wider uery PECULIAR circumstances, was, in consequence of the 
exclusion of slave evidence, rejected, and an acqvittai. Tendered 
necessary.^ " A Utile more time and a little Icbs work form the narrow 
boundary of the slave's wants and wishes," and " he wears an air qfinr 
dependence quite inexplicable to those who have never had an op- 
portunity of observing how manners and opinion can control laws." Now 
this sttiicment of Mr. Dwarris, if correct, would still appear a little is- 
EsPLiCABiE, especially if he meant to refer to Barbadoet, or to Gre- 
nada, or S(. Vincejtt's, Did he then mean to refer us to Tobago ? — 
Here perhnps we who do know how manners and opinions can control 
laws, shall find the case quite satisfactorily explained. In page 89, Mr. 
Dwarris gives iis the evidence of the provost marshal, 1 think, who 
states, " a manager to Windward sent all the overseers, all white arid 
free persons, out of the way — Ae then gave a negro 160 loihes. The 
negro was brought, IK a state Of which he might have died" 
— (how very cautiously worded is this by the worthy provost marshal.) 
"in a state of which bb might have died, to us the silting 
magistrate*. We had no means of proving it — and upon this, proposed 
a bill, either to admit slave evidence, or make the accused purge him- 
self on oaih. The bill was not approved.— It is a very common thing," 
adds tlie justice of peace, " when they wish to be cruel, to send all the 
free people out of the way— I have known many such cases." 
Still, be it remembered, the commissioner of inquiry lells us, although he 
heard this testimony, and furnishes us with it, that he only heard of 
three cases of cruelty in twelve islands. Really this is quite inexpli- 
cable. Then as lo paucity of crimes, spoken of in page 16, we have 
to oppose the testimony of the senior justice of peace in Barbadoes, diat 
he has had 2500 complaints before him, breaches of the peace and mis- 
demeanors, in something more than a twelvemonth 1 I will, said Lord S. 
trouble your Lordships with no more of tliese glaring inconsistencies. I 
am confident that Mr. Dwarris did not mean to mislead or to deceive, 
and if he did not, how much must slave-ownership have obscured 
his faculties! I think, my Lords, 1 have conclusively now made ont 
the blind and ill-advised resistance of the colonial legislatures, the 
apathy and the partiality of those who administer the laws, and lastly 
the inconsistency of the commissioner of inquiry. I have now only to 
refer, for conBrmation of my own opinion, to that expressed by some 
persons high in authority in the Colonies, and quoted in Mr. D«-arris"a 
report. It does not distinctly appear in page 17, whether an attorney- 
general, or Mr, Dwarris himself, speaks of the Guardian Act, when he 
says " the ma^strates in the one case and the guardians in the other 
are themselves owners of estates and slaves, who would resist [he intru- 
sion ofa stranger upon their own grounds, and therefore will not set an 
example of interference with the property of others." Page 18, The 
fault in these cases, it appears lo rae, is not in the law or the lawgiver, 
stiU less is there any mala fides, any deliberate fraud and designed eva- 
sion. What is wanting, I conceive, is a due ADMiNisTitATioN — 
WHICH can only be bv indifferent pehsonsj; and this con- 
clusion I apprehend will be fully established, and the principles upon 
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whidi it depends developed dearly, as the report proceeds. In page 
98, his Excellency the Governor of Grenada ohaerves, " ihere ore no 
persons to be fount! lo fill the situation [of guardian] such as must have 
beeD contemplated by the Act, who are, as they ought lo be, inde- 
pendent. They are ciiiofly overseers and manaijers. Can fkcy be ex- 
pected to say tfiiit the clothing or food furnished by their employers is 
insJfficient, or if they do, may they not be afraid of the charge being re- 
taliated on estates under their management?" After the citation of 
these opinions, I feel, said Lord S. that it would be an unwarrantable 
waste of your Lordships' tiftieif I were to add another argument in sup- 
port of the motion which I am about to submit. It is not in our power 
to do much for the unhappy people whose cause I advocate, but I trust 
1 shall have your Lordships' aid in doing the little that we can. Be- 
fore I sit down, however, I cannot forbear remarking how aenaible I am 
of the consequences entailed on every one who steps forward to ame- 
liorate in any, even the smallest degree, the condition of the unfortunate 
slave. In the front rank of these consequences I foresee the sarcastic 
complaints of the Noble Lord opposite lo me, (Lord Dudley), but by 
him I am sure nothing will be offKred which it would be unbecoming in 
a genileman lo offer, or in a gentleman patiently lo receive. From an- 
other quarter I am aware that the grossest abuse ia to be expected — -but 
my Lords, so long as I draw breath, 1 will do the best in my power to 
excite that public feeUng through the means of which the extinction of 
Slavery is lo be accomplished. I wish not to excite clamour, but reso- 
lution of purpose. To those whose efforts lo suppress feeling on this 
subject are notorious, I shall make no further allusion than to say, in 
COD tern piatiug the consequences of my efforts this da^, they are the lastand 
least in my consideration, I now move that an address be presented to 
His Majesty, praying that in future he will be pleased to appoint lo the 
offices of governor, chief justice, attorney- general, Gscal, guardian, and 
religious instructor, in the West Indies, only such persons as are not 
owners of, and have no reversionary or other interest in sieves. 

Eahl Bath ltrst replied to the observations of the Noble Lord, and 
coucludett by moving the order of the day. After a few words from 
Lord Ellenbokouoii, Lord Dudley and Ward, and Lord 
Caltiiorpb, Lord Suffield withdrew his motion. 



PUBLIC MEETING AT LIVERPOOL. 

On lUonday, the 24th of April, a numerous and respectable Meeting 
was held in the Music Hall, Liverpool, pursuant to advertisement, to 
consider the propriety of Petitioning Parliameat for the Amelioration 
and final Abolition of Negro Slavery. Jamrs Crofper, Esq, the well- 
known and able advocate of the cause of Emaocipaiion, was unani- 
mously called to the chair, and having stated the object of the Meet- 
ing, a letter from Wm. Roscoe, Esq, was read, lu which iliat gentleman 
staled his hearty concurrence in the objects of the Meeting, and his re- 
gret that the state of his health nias such as to prevent his aliendiug. 

The Chairman then rose and said, 

Amongst all the evils with which mankind are alllicted, therft is none 
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greater than to be placed in the Bituation of our West IndiaD slaves, 
and, happily, there is no evil, for the removal of which the means 
appointed by an all-wise and beneficent Creator may be more distinctly 
seen. He has made it the interest of every one to do right ; he has 
made it the interest of man to employ the labour of free men rather 
than the labour of slaves, a]lhoug;h there are circumstanceB and situa- 
tions under which Slavery may still be continued with profit. These 
are, a fertile soil which produces great crops with little labour, and a 
scanty population ; when, although labour may be of the most expensive 
sort, a prolit may be made : but a beneficent Creator has decreed, 
that where land is cultivated by the hand ofaslave, that land shall de- 
teriorate, and become barren. I am not speaking of any miraculous 
interposition of Divine Providence, for the operation of this principle can 
be easily seen and understood ; our own soils would become barren, if 
they were constantly cultivated with the sawiecrop; but, happily, the 
people of England are not slaves ; they live in a manner vchich requires 
the introduction of cattle, and green crops, Slaves, on the contrary, 
are not fed on beef and mutton, nor are they clothed (except in a very 
small degree) with the produce of the cattle. Deterioration of soil is not 
peculiar to a state of Slavery ; wherever man exists in a state of misery 
and oppression the same thing takes place. When the fertility of the 
soil is thus destroyed, better management and greater economy become 
necessary ; and in order to make cultivation profitable, man must be 
restored from the situation of a brute, to which, as a slave, he had been 
degraded, and raised towards that condiiion in which his Creator had 
made him. The energies of the mind, which had been sunk and 
degraded, must again be called forth to assist and direct the energies of 
the body : better treatment ensues, and the consequence of that better 
treatment is an increase in the slave population : and this increase of 
population puts an end to Slavery ; for what inducement could any man 
have to hold men in slavery in Ireland, where he can have the labour of 
a man for any lime he pleases for the smallest sum which can maintain 
him 1 The effects of this contrast are to be seen in Demerara and the 
Bahama Islands; the one the most fertile, and the other the most un- 
productive of our Colonies. In the former.the population decreases at 
about the rate of 3J per cent, per annum; and in the latter it increases 
at nearly the same rate. If the slaves in Demerara were to be so 
treated as to increase at the rate they are doing in the Bahamas, the 
population now about 80,000, would he increased in fifty years to 
240,000; whilst, at the rate they are now reducing, they would, in fifty 
years, be only 20,000. Thus are the planters pursuing a system more 
certainly destructive to their property than the wildest schemes 
attributed to the abolitionists. Those fine and fertile soils must, m a 
while, be rendered useless for want of population. In many of our 
smaller islands they have a population adequate to their present wants ; 
if these increase, how are they to make them of value but by ^ving them 
more instruction? by teaching Ihem to make many things which are 
now imported from the mother country ; by following the example of 
the Colonies of Spain and Portugal, where manumissions have been en- 
couraged by law. There they clay or refine their sugars ; they make 
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their packages for tlieir cotton and sugar; but in these islands, as the 
increase proceeded, they would become of no value as slaves, and iheir 
masters would be ready to give them up just when their enertions to in- 
crease their value for their own profit had fitted them for freedom, and 
when they would emigrate as (tee labourers in search of employment. 
It may, however, be said, that if the slaves become worth nothing, then 
the master's property is gone. Quite the contrary, however, is the fact. 
Land is worth nothing without people, and as the number of the people 
increases, the value of the land increases ; it is, therefore, only a trans- 
fer of value from the slaves to the land. This is strikingly exemplified 
in the United States ; in the State of Maryland, inferior land, more dis- 
tant from a market, and cultivated by free men, sells for more than 
double the price of better land in a better situation, under the cultivation 
of slaves. Instead of suffering any loss by the change, the slave-owner 
becomes a land-owner; instead of the uncertain tenure of a property in 
the lives of his fellow men, worth at most fifteen or sixteen years' pur- 
chase, he would have an income from land which would sell for at least 
50 per cent, more, Here we cannot but admire the beautiful order 
which has been established in the nature of things, by which this glorious 
change might be effected with the greatest benefit to all parties ; but 
the gracious designs of an alKbouutcous God may be obstructed by the 
acts of men. This system would have been changed, and Slavery 
would have had no existence in many of our Colonies, if it had not been 
supported by the enormous pecuniary sacrifices made by the people of 
this country in the shape of bounties and protections. For wliat are 
these bounties and protections given ? They are either given for the 
support of a system which would fall if they were removed, or they are 
absolutely thrown away without any object whatever. With respect to 
the successful competition of free labour and its eiTects on Slavery, itis 
a remarkable fact, that just about the time when the slave trade contro- 
versy commenced, the first small supplies of indigo, the efiects of Bri- 
tish skill and capital in the free labour of India, were arriving from the 
East ; within a very few years the state of South Carolina, where indigo 
was then extensively cultivated, shut its ports against the further im- 
portation of slaves, most probably because they bad no further occasion 
for them. From Caracas our largest supplies of indigo were formerly 
received. When Baron Humboldt travelled in that country, he states 
that he found the wages of labour lower there than in France ; a certain 
indication that Slavery was fast approaching towards its end ; and there 
can be no reasonable doubt that the cultivation of indigo by free labour 
in the East has contributed to that slate of things, by which Slavery, in 
those countries, is to expire with the present generation ; and. with 
respect to the slave tiade, if the substitution of free labour had only 
been one-fourth, instead of at least nine-tenths as it has been, it is plain 
they could require no more slaves for the cultivation of this article, and 
hence, as far as indigo was concerned, an end has long since been put to 
the slave trade. — It will be said by some, that you may have relieved the 
slaves in the west, and have removed the scourge of the slave trade 
from Africa; but have you not merely transferred the oppression to the 
backs of the poor Hindoos in the east? So much the reverse has been 
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the case, ihat theeffectsof the change are scarcely less gratifying in ihe 
east than they are in the west. By a gentleman wlio resided many 
yeata in India, and who was well acquainted wilh the district where in- 
digo is most extensively cultivated, 1 am informed that a most happy 
change has taken place in the condition of the natives ; they apply to 
the Europeans resident among them for information as to European dis- 
coveries in science ; they apply to them to arhitrate tlieir disputes, 
instead of going to law or appealing to furce; and, lastly, for advice 
and medicine in troubles and sickness. Their prejudices will rapidly 
give way to the temporal advantages they are reaping from European 
intercourse, and thus will the way be opened for the introduction of 
knowledge of far greater importance. To revert again to our efforts to 
put an end to these evils by laws and by treaties: suppose for a 
moment we had succeeded in inducing France, Spain, and Portugal Co 
declare the slave trade piracy ; bgt suppose, too, that we had allowed 
our bounties and protections to remain, it is probable the supplies of 
sugar to Europe would, for a time at least, have lessened, and the 
prices would have advanced, — the temptation foramugglingintoour own 
islands might then have been too strong for resistance. We might, in- 
deed, liavecaughtsonie of these pirates, whom our bounties had l^en, in 
part, the means of hiring to the commission of the crime, and have 
hung them when they had done it: but what must have been our re- 
flections on pursuing this course ? Should we not have rejoiced to find 
there was a more certain, more effectual, and bloodless course : a course 
accordant with the mild and peaceable principles of Chrislianiiy ; a 
course which would be the means of raising from bondage the whole of 
the 5,600,000 African in the western world, whilst British laws, how- 
ever effectual, could only reach to the 700,000 or 800,000 in our own 
dominions, — Commerce has, in the times of ignorance and barbarism, 
been the cause of much misery, when the inhabitants of the west were 
destroyed, and those countries repeopled through the ravages of the 
slave trade on the African coast. Let us now hope that, under more 
enlarged and enlightened views, it may be one means, though a 
secondary one, of preparing the way for the approach of that day when 
" the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth, as the waters cover 
the sea." 

Several Clergymen and Gentlemen then eloquently addressed the 
Meeting, and moved and seconded the various resolutions which were 
proposed. Petitions to both Houses of Parliament were unanimously 
resolved on, which have since been numerously and respectably signed, 
and presented, 

II is gratifying to be able to record a Meeting of this kind in Liver- 
pool, the existence of the commercial prosperity of which was a few 
years ago, deemed by many to depend on the traffic in slaves. 

This, aiid all other pulilicationi nf Ike Socitly, matj be had at (heir office, 
ili,Aldermanbur!/ ; ar at Messrs. Halehard'a, IS7 , Pkcndills, and Arch's, ComhiU. 
Thty may also be jiracured, through any biakteUer, »r at Ihe del'ali ••/ the An(i- 
Slmeri) SocUlif Ihroi^Kuui the kiagdotn, 

ZmiitH: S. Buviii, Jm. II, ^iMimtai Vim, 
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REPORT OF THE BISHOPS OF JAMAICA AND BARBADOES 
ON THE STATE OF THEIR RESPECTIVE DIOCESES. 

In odo of the com raimi cation a lately made to Parliament by His 
Majesty, \i contiuiied a Report from the Bishops of Jamaicu and Bar- 
,badDes, to Lord Bathurst, a brief abstract of wliich may not prove 
uninteresting- to our readers. 

" The general result," his Lordship observes, in a letter, dated 16tli 
September, 1815, of his and his Archdeacon's observations, "is a 
hearty desire, on the part of the proprietors, and their representatives, 
cheerfully to promote, as far as their limiteij means will allow, any 
measures which I have thought it my duty to suggest for the benefit 
of the Church. Public meetings have been called in many parishes, and 
private subscriptions entered into to promote the tame desirable object" 

" With respect to the instruction of the negroes," he adds, " I have 
proposed, by way ol experiment, that the children of three or four con- 
tiguous estates should, with the con^entof the proprietors, be assembled 
twice in the week, at some given point most convenient for all, there to 
receive oral inatruciion from any clergyman or calechist properly 
licensed. From ihe best consideration I can give the subject, and from 
experience, I know of no method, in the present slate of public opiniim 
here, liable to so few objections, or better calculated, from its probable 
effects on the adults, to lay the foundation of permanent good," 

In this communication, two points are particuUirly noticed by the 
Bishop — what has been done for the benefit of the church, and what 
has been done for the inslruction of the negroes. — On the first poini, 
something appears to have been done. The Bishop expresses greai 
satisfaction in bemg able to announce that a bill, for placing fully an^ 
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effeclually, m his hands, the ecclesiastic ai regimen over the clergy, had 
passed into a law. By this act, he adds, the clergy are evempled from 
the interference of parish vestries, and the minimum of their salaries is 
raised to 600/, currency per annum, 

On the second point, the imtruction of the negroes, instead of equally 
effective measures, we have only a very moderate proposal on the part 
of the Bishop, and that only by way of experiment. And, to avoid any 
collision with the present stale of public opinion in Jamaica, his Lord- 
ship limils this proposal to the communication to the slaves of oral 
instruction only, intimating clearly that the general state of feeling 
among the planters is such as to render it unadvisable to teach the 
negroes to read. How long it may be before even this modest and 
measured proposal is carried into effect, it were rash to decide. If the 
process, which tlie Bishop states 10 be expedient, should be pursued, 
some considerable time must elapse before even the oral instruction 
which he ventures to hint at shall be communicated; and the whole 
existing generation may have passed away before public opinion is so 
improved as to admit of any thing beyond it. Nay, in a letter, dated 
Oct. 17, 1825, the Bishop tells Lord Bathursl, that he feels convinced 
"that the ereciion of additional pidcea of worship must precerfe every 
other method of instruction." " Schools will naturally follow in the train 
of churches, and the prejudices against education must be gradually 
removed by the effects of regular attendance on the house of God." 

What a dark and discouraging prospect does this report of the Bishop 
hold out <o us ! Before the negroes can he educated churches must be 
built; and the prejudices against education must then be gradually re- 
moved by the preaching which is to take place in those churches, the 
salutary effect of which preaching is to depend on a regular attendance 
in the house of God. He does not explicitly state who the parties are 
who entertain the prejudices which it will require this lengthened and 
gradual course of public teaching to encounter and remove. We presume 
they are the planters, and not the slaves. But, in what way is the 
Bishop to ensure the regular attendance of the planters in his churches. 
even should the additional churches he recommends be built? If their 
prejudices be so strong, as they now are, against the end which he pro- 
poses, viz. the education of the slaves, will they not be equally set 
against the means by which he proposes to attain that obnoxious end ? 
Of this, at least, we may be well assured, that if the negroes are not to 
be educated unlil the requisite places of worship are first built, and then 
not unlil ihe prejudices of the planters against education are removed 
by the lessons taught ihein there, we need not indulge a very sanguine 
hope of any early improvement among them. 

We certainly cannot see with the Bishop, that by any necessary con- 
nection of cause and effect, the erection of churches "must precede 
every other method of instruction." For our own part, we should have 
thought, that the negroes might be orally instructed, and might even 
be taught to read, though not a single additional place of worship were 
built. We equally question the correctness of the Bishop's reason- 
ing, when he says, that " Schools will naturatly follow in the train of 
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ckuTckes." Tile fuel, itt letut, \» against hiiu. Churched buve existed 

ia Jamaica for 150 years, and not one negro school has hitherto been 
erected. 

But what, we would ask, in the name of common sense, is to prevent 
schools rrom being erected, and children from being taught, before, as 
well as after, churches are built, or contemporaneously with them ? 
The Bishop himselt", if he would speak out, might tell us— ^he has indeed, 
already told us so, by implication)— Nothing but the invelenite pre- 
judices of the planters against education, that is against the improve- 
ment of the negro mind. While the Bishop so far defers to those pre- 
judices, as thus to postpone the work of education, in the expectation of 
certain vague and hopeless contingencies, he may rest assured, he will 
continue to meet with that complaisance, on the part of the planters, 
which has given him so much satisfaction, and which has led them so 
heartily to promote his measures for the benefit of Ike church. They 
will even subscribe, and give their money for such a purpose, as freely 
as they now contribute it, notwithstanding Iheir limited means, to the 
secret service-fund of the West Indian Committee at home, or to that 
for rewarding the labours of Mr. Macqueen ;• provided the Bishop 
will be content to postpone the work of educating the negroes until 
additional churches have been built, until schools have followed those 
churches, and until the planters have been gradually preached out of 
their prejudices against the education of their slaves. 

The Bishop proposes his limited plan of instruction as an experi- 
ment; and hy way of recommending it to adoption, observes, that 
" from the best consideration he can give the subject, and from exps' 
rience," he knows no method, " in the present state of public opinion, 
liable to so few objections, or better calculated from its probable efiects 
on the adults, to lay the foundation of permanent good." Where he can 
have obtained any experience of the efficacy of such a plan, we know 
not. — When he says it is liable to few objections, he must mean, of 
course, on the part of the planters; and this may be very true, for 
without doubt, it is as inefficient a plan as even they could desire or 
hope for. But still, we do not very well comprehend how this plan, 
which is a plan for bringing together children for oral instruction, is to 
operate on the aJalts, and, through its etfects on them, to lay a fotrn- 
dation for permanent good. 

The Bishop, in his solicitude to accredit the efforts of the planters ot 
Jamaica for the improvement of their slaves, has transmitted to Lord 
Balhurst what he seems to think a document of some importance. It 
contains the answers of the overseer of an estate, called Golden Grove, 
in the parish of St. Thomas in the East, the property of Mr. Chaloner 
Arclideckne, to certain questions put to him by the Bishop respecting 
the treatment of the slaves under his charge. The answers of this over- 
seer (who is in fuct a witness in his own cause) are evidently, and very 
natarally framed in such a manner, as to produce what he conceives 
will be a favourable impression of his own conduct, and of the comfort 
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lad happiatti or the ilaves be governs : and. iLis is clearly the UapMs- 
lion mule upon the Bithup. Thete answers, bowever, disclose scrate 
ftu;i» which when duly weighed oughi lo have a very different tendcDCf, 
and whieh will be found lo ihrow light on sonie of the difficulties the 
Binhop experiences in promoting education amon^ the slaves. This 
overteer deKcribei the '' men" and the " women'' as employed in eat- 
ing canei, digging cane-holei, and doing the bard work of the estate; 
the " boy* " and the " giria" as employed in planting canes, &c.; the 
" children" as employed in weeding the young canes, and doing other 
light work ; and the younger children, just old enough lo be taken from 
thenurierieB,as employed in picking and carrying hog- meat, till they aie 
big enough to be put into the gang above them. The Grst two gangs 
nre followed by driven, tlie last two by driveresses. Now does not 
this detail give a picture of continuous and compulsory labour, reach- 
ing from the full grown rnen and women to mere children, which suffi- 
ciently accounts for the reluctance of the planters to incur that waste 
of precious lime which education must cause? If (be children are in 
school, tho weeding of the canes, and the picking of hog-^neat, must of 
course he suspended while they are there. 

But this overseer tells us that in the administration of punishnient on 
(his estate the ivhip is not now used for females, but only confinement in 
the stocks, or switches ; for switches, he says, do not lacerate the skin ; 
implying of course, that the cart-whip does lacerate the skin. And 
yot, while he allows thut the Snitch answers every purpose of work 
and discipline with the women, though they, the women, "are always 
more refrnciory and difficult to manage than the men ;" — yet he tells 
us, in the same hrenlh, that the men continue to be punished with this 
lacerating whip. We should like to know whether these switches are 
the ebony bushes, whicb, though they do not lacerate the skin, yet 
make the hlood lo start at every stroke. 

This overseer further tells us, that " the treatment of the slaves is 
greatly improved, less labour is exacted from them, they have lai^er 
allowances than formerly, more time to cultivate their provisions, and 
much less punishment;" and "though much certainly remains lobe 
done," yet a stricter attention is paid " to their comfort and happiness." 
Such has been precisely the language to which our ears have been 
accustomed, from the commencement of the slave trade controversy to 
the present hour. There has never been any present tense for cruelty 
in the statements of the planters and their friends. They will admit 
the justice of the charges formerly made against the system, but that 
system they affirm is now perfection itself. Now let it not be ftir- 
Rotten, thai these charges were formerly repelled as vehemently aud 
ittdignnntly as they are repelled by the present race of planters, and, it 
may be justly added, with the same truth. In opposition to this 
overseer, we assert as an undeniable fact, that since the year 1816, 
there has been no beneficial alteration in the laws of Jamaica affecting 
the slaves, for the purpose either of ensuring to them belter treatment, 
or lai^r allowances; or for abridging their hours of labour in the 
Juld, which continue by law from five in the moining to seveu at night, 
delusive of grass-gathering, the night work of crop. &c. &c. ; or for 



iiMrcasing ihe lime for cultivating iheir provicion grounds, which it 
still only twenty-six days in the year besides Sunday. And when we 
contemplate the universality and continuity of labour on this picked and 
(elected plantation of Golden Grove; — how from earliesl infancy the 
slaves are bound down lo incessant drudgery, — can we wonder that the 
colonial bondsman should grow up in a resemblance rather to the brute 
than the buman animal? And yet it must be adnnUed, that in St. 
Thomas in the East, from which this example is selected, the slaves 
have possessed for years very peculiar advantages. They have had the 
benefit of much faithful Christian instruction, both from the excellent 
rector of the parish, and his assistant, and also from the Methodist 
Missionaries ; and they are therefore greatly advanced beyond their 
fellows. But after all, what a picture of toil and degradation does even 
this pUntalioa exhibit ! What must it be under masters less humane 
than Mr. Chaloner Archdeckne, and in those parishes of which the 
Bishop tells us, "The parishes in the interior are absolutely without the 
semblance of the forms of religious worship ?" 

But what is above all remarkable iti this document, on which the 
Bishop lays so much stress, is the slight manner in which the progress 
of population is adverted to. We have been told by Viscount Dudley, 
(himself a Jamaica planter,) that the infAllible test of the good and 
humane treatment of the slaves, is the increase of population. Now 
what has it been on Golden Grove, this selected instance of good and 
humane treatment \ In March, 1820, the slaves on that estate amounted 
to7l7. In March, 1823, they amounted only to 677; bemg a decrease, 
in three years, of forty, or nearly two per ccnl. per annum. Even if we 
deduct a certain proportion of ihe thirty-two, who are said to have fallen 
victims to the measles, we shall here nave still a decrease for which to 
account; while in the United Stales, slaves increase at the rate of two and 
a half per cent., and almost as rapidly even in ihe Bahamas, where no 
sugar is cultivated as in Jamaica. Let us not deceive ourselves. It 
is not lo any temporary cause, as the measles, to whieh this perpetual 
wasle of the lives of the wretched negroes is to be ascribed, but lo 
tflcessant and excessive labour. The women equally with the men 
perform all the hard toil of the estate, besides losing theh' rest in crop 
time. The boys and girls labour according to their strength. The 
children are made to stoop down all day, weeding canes, or performing 
similar work. And the very infants, when able to run about, are placed 
under a driveress, and have their tasks assigned them. Human life ia 
such a climate cannot possibly increase under such a continuity of com- 
pulsory labour, from morning to night, and from infancy to age. 

Besides this report of ihe overseer of Golden Grove, from which so 
much is to be learnt, we are also favoured with a report from the Rev. 
H. Beams, respecting the parish of St. James, in Jamaica. This gen~ 
tieman resides on Monipelier, an estate of Mr. Charles Ellis, now Lord 
Seaford. He gives no account of any attempt which has been made lo 
teach the children to read; only, once a week, on Sunday morning, (th^ 
children, we presume, being, like ihose of Golden Grove, in ihe cnne- 
holes on oilier inornings.) some attend to he taught orally the l.oid's 
Prayer, the Creed, and (he tfii Couunandiiifnls. Mr. Beams labours 
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R difference in natural capacil; belween the childreti 
of African aod of Creole slaveij ; holding that the negroes improve in 
intellect and capacity, and perhaps in moral habits, (such are the 
happy fruits of slavery and the cart whip, or its substitute, the ebony 
bush !) as they divei^ from the^African stock. Mr. Beams tells also some 
absurd stories about the modes in which the negresses procure abor- 
tion, though it is plain he can know nothing about the matter ; indeed, 
he admits that he speaks from the information of others. He proposes 
likewise some absurd plans, which would go to postpone almost in- 
definitely, the work of negro instruction, "Polygamy is a vice to 
which slaves," Mr. Beams further tells us, " are attached i but," he 
adds, " it is found chiefly among the men." Has it ever been found, 
then, among the women ? 

A still more important document, however, than the report of Mr. 
Beams, is a tabular statement, by the Bishop himself, of the ecclesias- 
tical condition of his diocese. We there find that, for the accommo- 
dation of a population which, including all classes, amounts to about 
400,000, there are churches and chapels belonging to the establishment 
capable of containing only about 1 1 ,500 individuals. This is exclusive 
of Baptist, Methodist, and Moravian mee tin g<ho uses. The schools for 
the education of free persons contain nearly 700 scholars; being about 
one in eighty or ninety of the free population. The bishop does not 
state that there are any schools/br the slaves. 

Such is the Bishop of Jamaica's ecclesiastical account of his diocese. 

The Bishop of Barbadoes makes a report, if possible, still more dis- 
couraging than that of his brother bishop. He was received, indeed, 
in the different islands of his diocese with great respect, and with as- 
surances of a readiness to co-operate with him on the part of the 
planters ; some of whom have explicitly stated, that they hail his ap- 
pointment as "a happy means of defeating the designs and refuting 
the calumnies of their self-interested enemies," The planters of Bar- 
badoes assure his Lordship, that they have " the most sincere desire 
to sfford the blessings of religions instruction to their slaves ;" though, 
wei;ilied down as they are, they cannot " consent to such a subtraction 
of labour from the cultivation of their estates, as would lead to a mate- 
rial reduction of income," They cannot, that is to say, spare the chil- 
dren from the cane-field and the hog-meat gang. Accordingly we find, 
from the parochial returns sent to the Bishop, that the whole of the re- 
ligious instruction given, or likely to be given, to ihe slaves in Barba- 
does, consists in this — that on about half of the estates in the island. 
either a clergyman or catechist visits the estate once a month, or once 
a fortnight; or an overseer or book-keeper acts as his substitute, for 
the purpose of teaching the children to repeat the lord's Prayer, the 
Creed, and the ten Commandments. We have also such remarks as 
the following respecting particular estates; — "The negroes Aa tie beeii 
lectured by the Rector."—" /( is expecled the white servants give daily 
instruction to the children." — '■ These liavc been attended by a Moravian 
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missionary." — " These have been atteoded by a Alefhodist missionary." 
Now, as we know lliat nu MethcKlist missionary has appeared in the 
island of Barbadoes since Shrewsbury's expulsion in 1823, this mode 
or expression throws the whole of the Bishop's statement into great 
doubt and ambiguity. Does he mean to say, that some three or four 
years ago the Rector gave a lecture to the negroes, on a particular estate, 
the savour of which, like the attendance of the Methodist missionary, 
has endured ever since? Again, when the report says, " it is expected 
the white servants give daily instruction to the children," what are wo 
to understand by this statement? The extent of instruction, however, 
even where any instruction at all is given, is, for the most part, confined 
to the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and Commandments, once a month, 
or once a fortnight, by the overseer, or by a clergyman. On some there 
is an occasional lecture, and the Catechism. Only on one estate do ihe 
young negroes appear to be taught to read, namely, Mr. Leacock's. 
The exception is most honourable lo him. 

The Clergyman of the parish of St. Lucy states his having opened a 
school In his parish ; and the language he uses, would lead a common 
reader to infer that the slaves were admitted to it. "All children," he 
says, " are admitted into the school without distinction of rank, age, or 
sex." Yet it appears that the applications for admission come from the 
parents of the children that are admitted, and not from their masters, 
as must be the case if they were slaves — a proof that the persona ad- 
mitted are not slaves, but free. Of the planters, all that is said is, that 
some of them have visited the school, and have been so much pleased 
with It, as to express a wish to adopt it. Why should these statements 
be involved in so much obscurity? Why should it not be explicitly 
stated, whether the children educated are slaves or free ? The omission 
may be accidental, but the purpose that may be served by it is obvious, 
The Bishop applies to Government for the following articles, viz : — 
Twelve churches, ten chapels, thirty parsonage-houses, nineteen school- 
houses, seventeen clergymen, and thirty catechists;. and he says he has 
pressed most earnestly on the local legislatures, and on individual pro- 
prietors, the expediency of an increased number of places of worship, 
together with residences for the clergy, and schools for the religious 
instruction of the young. He does not say that his urgent recommen- 
dations have been complied with. In not one of the islands of his 
diocese has he stated that there is a single school for slaves, connected 
with the establishmenl, nor one even for free coloured persons, except 
in Barbadoes. There it is mentioned that there are six, though of ihelc 
nature and objects, and of the number attending them, no explanation 
is given. We trust soon to receive a more gratifying account of the 
progress actually made in the work of instruction, than either of these 
reports exhibit. 

Before we quit these reports, shall we do wrong in adverting to some 
of the gross misrepresentations, respecting the state of slavery in the 
West Indies, which they are calculated to expose ? A large octavo 
volume has recently made its appearance in this country, entitled "A 
Practical View of the Present State of Slavery in the West Indies," 
&c. by Alexander Barclay, lately, and for twenty-one years, resident 
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in the West Indies. Among a variety of very piilpable mis -state nieots, 
to which we may hereafter advert, he gives us the following favoura- 
ble picture of negro improvement: (p. xxii.) "Twenty years ago, the 
churcheB were scarcely at all attended by the slaves; since then, the 
number of churches or places of worship, of one kind or other, has been 
more than doubled, in fact, nearly trebled; and yet, in the districts 
where I have had an opportunity of seeing them, they are fully at- 
tended, and principally by slaves," Now, the Bishop distinctly tells 
us, that in the whole island, there are not places of worship belonging 
to the established Church capable of containing more than eleven or 
twelve thousand individuals, the whole population being 400,000; and 
that " the parishes in the mterior are absolately without the semblance 
of the forms of religious worship.'' The dissenting places of worship 
erected in the iaknd have afforded some additional room to the slaves; 
but still, can any statfments be substantially more ut variance than 
those of Mr, Barclay and the Bishop? 

Again Mr. Barclay affirms, that in Jamaica "Sunday is strictly, a 
day of rest." Yet it is the market-day throughout the island; and the 
very Slave-law now in force there states, that slaves are to be allowed 
twenly-sin days in the year, exclusive of Sundays, for their provision 
grounds. Act of 1816. M- 

The looseness with which similar statements are made by gendemeu 
who may be considered as having stronger claims on our confidence 
than Mr. Barclay, is worthy of pardcular notice, At the late Surrey 
election, one of the candidates, Mr. Pallmer, is reported to have said, 
that he had been the instrument of introducing within the pale of the 
Christian Church a thousand slaves, not nominally, but really. Tlie 
statement, coming from that gentleman, surprised us not a little, 
because we can have no doubt whatever that it is altogether untrue ; 
and that he has suffered himself to be deceived by his informant. Such 
an event as this occurring, in any one of the parishes where Mr- Pallmer's 
estates are situated, in which, undl 1825, if even then, there had been 
little or no instruction, could not have escaped the notice of the Bishop, 
or of his eye, the Archdeacon. So desirous was his lordship of collect- 
ing every fact creditable to the planters, that in October last, in giving 
an account of the very parishes in whic^h this great religious revolution 
must have taken place, if it took place at all, while he notices the fact, that 
on Halse-hali estate (belonging to Mr. De la Beche) a Methodist Mis- 
sionary attended once a fortnight, he says not one word of Mr. Pall- 
mer's thousand new and real converts to Christianity. We should be 
glad to have some more distinct specification of this most extraordinary 
transaction; time, place, circumstances, and means, clearly pointed 
out 1 for the facts, if true, deserve to be recorded in the most authentic 
form, and with all the requisite proof. 
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ANTI-SLAVERY PETITIONS AND MOTIONS. 

The number of Anli-alavery petitions which have been preBcnted lo 
the House of Cammons m the last session amounts to G74. Several . 
more would have been presented on the last day of the session had aa 
opportunity been afforded. A like number was presented to the Housft 
of Peers. Many of these petitions conveyed the sentiments (almost 
always unanimous) of large county and other meetings, at which the 
whole subject of Colonial Slavery was fully and freely discussed ; and 
all of them were numerously subscribed by persons of every class. The 
petition from London contained, 72,000 signatures ; that from Manclies^ 
ter,41,000; that from Glasgow, 38,000; that from Edinburgh, 17,000; 
that from the county of Norfolk, 38,000 ; and from other places in a 
like proportioD. 

Various attempts have been made to detract from the weight due to 
these petitions as a fair expression of the public feeling oo the subject 
of slavery, but with no success. They could not justly be said to pre- 
cede inquiry, for they followed three years of active discussion, during 
which no one can truly reproach the friends of slavery with having been 
inertinpleading their own cause, or in counteracting theefforts of their op- 
ponents. The merits of the great question at issue have been fully can- 
vassed; and the effect of its thorough exposure has indubitably been 
a growing, and it may even be said an almost universal conviction, on 
the part of the public, that the slavery which prevails in our colonies it 
opposed to the spirit of our holy religion, to the genius of the British 
Constitution, to the principles of humanity and justice, and to every 
sound view even of our commercial interests. 

Jt has been alleged indeed that great pains were taken by the Com- 
mittee in London to excite the public feeling, and that much unfair ar- 
tifice was employed by them to get up petitions from all parts of the 
country ; while the identity in their language and structure sufhciendy 
shewed them to have been formed on some common model which bad 
been supplied from the Anti-Slavery Office, 
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In repl; to these charges it may be sufficienl Co state, thai all the 
publicittions circulated by llie Society are easily accessible to its bit- 
terest enemies, who may be challenged to cite a single passage 
therein contained which is opposed to fair denUng, or which is charge- 
able with undue excitement. If tbey can find such a passage, let theiD 
produce it, that the public may judge between the parties. Such an 
enquiry, it may he said with coufidence, will prove most clearly that 
the Society has not transgressed the limits of truth and soberness, either 
in its' appeals to the country, or in the statements on which those appeals 
were founded. Of course, the Society cannot be made responsible for 
any rash or exaggerated statements o> individual writers or orators, who 
may have espoused their cause. 

With respect lo the charge of identity in the language of the peti- 
titions, the refutation is equally easy. Of the 674petitiouB presented to 
the House of Commons, 376 have been printed in the Appendix to tlie 
votes of that house. A very cursory inspection of them will prove, that 
o^ no occasion have so many petitions, relating to one subject, and 
uniting in the same general prayer, manifested so clearly that they spoke 
the unprompted and spoataneous feehngs of the petitioners, and that 
they were not servilely copied from any model. And, in point of fact, 
no such model was supplied. So far indeed is this charge from being true, 
that it might be shewn that not a few of the petitions contain statements 
in which the London Committee would not have concurred. Some of 
them, for example, express their satisfaction (a satisfaction certainly in 
which the Committee did not participate) with the measures that had 
been adopted in Demerara for ameliorating the condition of the slaves, 
and with the provisions generally made for their religious instruction ; 
while many of them omit all mention of the impolitic restrictions in 
favour of Slave culture, or of that enormous injustice by which the people 
of this country are made to contribute, in bounties and protecting duties, 
to the maintenance of a system which they detest and reprobate. 

From the commencement of the Slave Trade controversy, it has been 
the uniform practice of the West Indians to endeavour to depreciate 
both the number and the value of the petitions presented to parliament 
on the subject. In like manner the journals which now support 
Slavery have been anxious to represent those presented in the last 
session, as small in number and identical in language. One journal 
speaks slightingly of them as amounting only to 45 ; and this false state- 
ment is copied into the colonial newspapers as if it were true, and is 
made a ground for encouraging the Planters in their resistance to Go- 
vernment. This fact, however, only evinces more clearly the impression 
of the importance of those petitions, and the apprehension of their effect, 
which are entertained by the Colonists. 

These common and unworthy artifices of the avowed advocates of 
Slavery may well be disregarded. We deem it mcumbent upon us, how- 
ever, to advert at greater length to objections coming from another and a 
more respectable quarter, — not from a friend, but from an avowed oppo- 
nent of Slavery, whose high official situation gives scarcely more weight 
to his observations, than they acquire from his splendid talents and com- 
ojanding eloquence. 
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On the 20th of April last, a motion was made in the House of 
CommoDS Ity Mr. William Smitli, the object o( which waa to ui^e 
on Parliameut the expediency of placing the ailminislration of the Colo- 
nial Slave Laws exclusively in the bands of men unconnected with Slave 
property. On this occasion Mr. Canning', adverting to the numerous 
petitions which had been presented to the House, and which he admitted 
to convey an unequivocal expression of tlie prevalent wish of the nation 
for the mitigation and extinction of Slavery, is reported to have thus 
spoken :— 

"Such aid" (as it is alleged these petitions afford to the Government) 
" rather adds to our incumbrance than increases our power. What are 
our difficulties? On the one hand, overweening expectations of too 
sudden results ;^hapes of wrong placed enthusiasm inculcating im- 
pbacticable measures. On the other, alarms for property and life. — Re- 
GoluttonB at public meetings add to the enthusiasm of the enthusiatics, 
and, threatening those at a distance, make obstinacy more obstinate 
and apprehension more fearful. On one side enthusiasm is increased. 
On the other angry passions are aroused, and alarms are quickened ; 
new opposition is engendered ; new difficulties are created ; old ones are 
aggravated, and obstacles multiplied. If the question now were whether 
this system should be upheld or not; if there were any lingering reluctance 
to acknowledge its enormities ; if any attempt were made in this House 
to uphold the system, the object of bringing forward facts and cruelties 
to excite abhorrence and disgust would be just and necessary. But this 
is not the object to be obtained. No man upholds the system ; all 
agree that it is necessary to amend it ; and these facts are only brought 
forward to excite enthusiasm which requires controul, and which can lead 
to no practical good ; while they excite in the colonies determined re- 
sistance which must be overcome before our purposes can be elfecled.'' 

The above passage is without doubt very forcibly and eloquently ex- 
pressed. It is also well adapted to excite a prejudice against the abo- 
litionists. It is not, however, too much to affirm, that it is neither accu- 
rate in its statements, nor sound in its anticipations. 

In the Srst place, is it true — on the contrary, is it not the very reverse of 
truth, that, now, " no man upholds the system," and that there is no longer 
" any lingering reluctance to acknowledge its enormities V Or is it 
true, that the facts which serve to excite an abhorrence of slavery are 
brought forward by the abolitionists only for the reasons said to be as- 
signed by Mr. Canning ? Have they not of late been brought forward only 
or chiefly in self defence ? The abolitionists have been charged again 
and again with the crime of calumniating slavery. This charge was re- 
newed with great vehemence on the very evening on which Mr. Canning's 
ipeech was delivered ; and the mildness and humanity of the system 
were again and again affirmed. Is no reply to be made to such repic- 
seutations ? And what reply can be so summary and effectual as a re- 
ference to facts that are matter both of public and authentic record, and 
of recent occurrence ? " No man," says Mr. Canning, " upholds the 
Eyitem :" there is no longer " any lingering reluctance to acknowledge 
its enormities." Mr. Canning's numerous and important avocations 
have doubtless prevented his knowing how little such an averment cor- 
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responds with the reality of the^ase. He cannot be aware that the 
whole of the West Indian periodical press, and a considerable part of 
that of Great Britain are regularly employed in attempting to uphold 
Slavery, to palliate, if not to deny its enormities, and, in some instances, 
to prove it to be a humane and beneficent institution. If he had read 
the Quarterly Review, or Blackwood's Magazine ; of the pamphlets 
reported to be demi-official, which the last year has produced ; or 
the voluminous reports framed by persons more or less connected with 
the Colonial department, which load the table of the House of Commons ; 
all tending to the same point ; — ^to abate the disgust and horror of 
Slavery, to retard its extinction^ and to fritter away the pledges of 
Government and Parliament on that momentous subject, he would have 
somewhat qualified this allegation. 

" No man upholds the system.*' For what object then are large 
sums raised, by the West India Committee, on all West India produce 
imported into this country, of the appropriation of which no account is 
given ? What mean also the thousands of pounds voted by West 
Indian Legislatures, or subscribed by West Indian communities, and 
lavished on writers whose claim arises from the dexterity with which 
they varnish the deformities of the West Indian System, and the viru- 
lence with which they blacken and revile its adversaries ? 

But, although Mr. Canning may have been unapprised of the extent 
and efficacy of all this combination of means (and we have only glanced 
at some of them), which are at work to '' uphold the system " and to 
abate the feeling of its enormities, yet he must be cognizant of what 
passed within his hearing in the House of Commmons. On fhe very 
night on which he is said t6 have uttered the words in question, no 
fewer than five or six West Indians rose in their places to charge the 
abolitionists, in strong but geperal terms, with misrepresentation, exag- 
geration, and falsehood. Against such charges how are the aboli- 
tionists to defend themselves ; how are they to prove that they have not 
misled the public ; how are they to vindicate their own character for 
fair dealing, except by not only referring to the latest colonial enact- 
ments, but by citing recent and authentic facts, facts which stand on the 
unexceptionable testimony of West Indian authority, as fully bearing 
out all that they have asserted of the cruelty and oppressiveness and 
undiminished malignity of the system ? 

Much more might be said on this subject did our limits allow of it ; 
but we pass to another assertion contained in the above passage, which 
appears equally unfounded with that which has now been commented 
upon. The abolitionists are there charged with indulging " overweening 
expectations of too sudden results, and hopes oi wrong placed enthu- 
siasm ;** and with ** inculcating impracticable measures.'' 

We have not the slightest conception what those impracticable mea- 
sures are to which Mr. Canning alludes. We have searched for them 
in vain in the speeches of Abolitionists in Parliament, and in the publi- 
cations of the Anti-Slavery Society. In point of fact, the identical mea- 
sures, originally recommended by Mr, Buxton, were those, which, with 
only one material exception, were adopted by Government, and recom- 
mended in his Majesty's name, by the Earl Bathurst, to the Colonial autho- 
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rities. Tlie eKce[ilioa relaleil lo ihe tmancipalion of cliildrcn bomal'iet 
a certain period. But even this poini has not been brought forward in 
Parliament, the abolitionists having consented ihai. in furtheranceof the 
well-known resolution or the 15th of May, 1823, those measures should 
be adopted in the Brst instance, on the eiipediency and beneficial 
tendency of which no difference of opinion existed between them and 
his Majesty's ministers. Those measures may be briefly staled to be, 

1. To provide the means of rehgious instruction and Christian edu- 
cation for the slave population. 

2. To put au end to markets and to labour on the Sunday, and lo 
appropriate that day entirely to rest and recreation, and to religious 
worship and instruction: and instead of Sunday, which had hiiherto 
been the day on which, in most of the Colonies, the slaves had culti- 
vated their provision grounds, to allow them equivalent time on other 
days for that purpose. 

3. To admit the testimony of slaves in courts of justice. 

4. To legalize the marriages of slaves, and to protect them iii the 
enjoyment of their connubial rights, 

5. To protect the slaves by law in the acquisition and possession of 
property, and its transmission by bequest, or otherwise. 

6. To remove oil the existing obstructions to manumission, and to 
grant to the slave the power of redeeming himself, and his wife and 
children, at a fair appraisement. 

7. To prevent the separation of families by sale, or otherwise. 

8. To prevent the seizure and sale of slaves detached from the estate 
or plantation to which they belong. 

9. To restrain generally the power, and lo prevent the abuse, of arbi- 
trary punishment at the will of the master, 

10. To abolish the degrading corporal punishment of females. 

11. To abolish the use of the driving'whip in the field, either as an 
emblem of authority, or as a stimulus to labour. 

12. To establish Savings' Banks for the use of slaves. 

It had been previously intimated, that as soon as the requisite in- 
formation could be obtained, means should be taken to reform the ad- 
ministration of justice in the Colonics. 

Wherein then have the views of the abolitionists so differed from those 
of his Majesty's ministers, as to justify Mr, Canning in designating the 
former as visionary and impracticable, while the latter must, of course, 
be assumed to be judicious and practicable ? For our own parts, we 
know of no such difference, and it is for those who prefer this charge lo 
verify it by a specification, founded on some authentic exposition of the 
sentiments of those whom they impugn. A difference, it is true, has 
existed, not, however, as to the measures announced as to be immediately 
adopted, but as to the mode of carrying tliose measures into effect. 
Government proposed to submit them to the adoption or rejection of the 
Colonial authorities. The abolitionists, instructed by experience, could 
see nothing but disappointment, delay, and disaster, in committing the 
workof reform to their deliberation. They had learnt, from Mr. Canning 
himself, to distrust " the masters of slaves in what concerns legislation for 
Slavery :'" aii<i 'hat " in the nature of absolute authority, in the relation 
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between master and tiave, there is ioraething which makes despotism, ki 
all cases, and under all circumstances, an Incompetent and unsure es- 
ecutor, evenof its own provi^inns in favour of the objects of its power." 

Mr. Cahnisg, therefore, mustTiave been greatly mlBinformed, if be 
were led to suppose that the object, either of the hundreds of thousands 
of petitioners who approaclied Parliament with their supplications on 
this subject during the last session ; or of the Members of Parliament 
who, from time to lime, agitated the question of Slavery in the House; 
was to inculcate impracticable measures, and not the very identical mea- 
sures to which the resolutions of Parliament, and the instructions of 
Lord Bathurst had pledged the Government. They were anxious, in* 
deed, that these measures should not continue to be frustrated by the re- 
sistance of the Colonial authorities. They were further anxious, ihat the 
just expectations of the people and Parliament of this country should 
not be eluded by the shew without the substance of reform. They saw, 
with regret, that an erroneous estimate had been formed of the dispo- 
sitions of the Coloniats. Their efforts, therefore, were directed to ea- 
lighCen the Government and Parliament on this point, and to induce 
them to adopt the only practicable means of executing their own bene- 
volent purposes, by clearly and authoritatively prescribing, in the case of 
all the Colonies, as in that of Trinidad, the course to be pursued. More 
than three years have already been sacriBced to the vain effort of obtain- 
ing the concurrence of the Colonies In any effective measures of reform. 
The threat which was thrown out in the last session may, we admit, 
produce a shew of compliance with the wishes of Government, and a 
partial adoption of some fragments of their plan ; but beyond this, be- 
yond that degree of acquiescence which, it may be conceived, will furnish 
a pretence to Parliament for postponing its direct interference in the 
work of Colonial legislation, ihey will not be willing, unless we are 
greatly mistaken, to proceed a single step. 

In 1788, in 1797, and again in 1816, the Colonial legislatures were 
induced, by a similar apprehension, to adopt some ostensible improve- 
ments of their slave codes — but to all of these improvements, might, 
with truth, be applied the report made by Governor Prevost, in 1805, 
to Lord Camden, respecting a clause in the Slave law of Dominica, 
" The Act of the legislature, intituled ' An Act for the encouragement, 
protection, and better government of Slaves,' appears to have been con- 
sidered," observed that gallant officer, " from the day it was passed 
, until this hour, as a political measure to avert the interference of the 
mother country in the management of slaves. Having said this, your 
Lordship will not be surprised to learn that clause seven of lhat Bill 
has been wholly neglected." 

Since the renewed agitation of the question in T 823, a course not very 
dissimilar has been pursued ; and where resistance has been deemed un- 
safe, an illusory compliance has been substituted. The most exagge- 
rated statements have been made of the progress of Colonial Reform, 
which a very slight examination of the subject has served lo disprove. 
But yet, so complete was the illusion that Mr, Canning was led to be- 
lieve, and, on the 1 St of March last, to state to the House of Commons, 
that since May, I S23, of the Colonies having legislatures of their own. 
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tight liail litkci) measures willi rcspeut lo religioi 
observance of ihe Sunday; the giving; security lo Uie property of slnves: 
the modiflcuLioii of arbitrary punishment ; and the abolition of the 
driving;~wlijp ;— That seven had admitted the evideuce of slaves ; and 
had giveu facilities to manumiBsion; That^ue had legalized niarriaye; 
prohibited the separation of families ; and abolished the Bogging of 
females ; Tbatfour had prohibited the sale of slaves detached from tlie 
estate ; and that two had established saving banlis. 

At the time when Mr. Canning was so far misled as to exhibit to 
Parliament this flattering picture of improvement, the fact was, Tlial 
naneof the thirteen Colonies, having legislatures of iheir own, had passed 
any Act for the religious instruction of the slaves ; or for facilitating 
rnanumission ; or for abolishing the flogging of females ; or for prohi- 
biting the sale of slaves detached from the estate ; or for establishing 
saving banks ;— That only one had abohshed Sunday markets; or 
legalieed marriage (two others permitting it); or prohibited the separa- 
tion of families by sale (another prohibiting it byjudicial sale only ;} — 
That only two had lowered the scale of arbitrary punishment, or made 
even a show of abolishing the driving-whip ;~iind that only (Aree had 
admitted the evidence of slaves, and that in a very limited degree. 
Besides all which, at the very time when vehement charges of exagge- 
ration were making against the abolitionists, laws were enacting, and 
atrocities were perpetrating ia the Colonies, which loudly reprehended 
our heartless indifference totheclaimsof humanity, and our criminal tardi- 
ness in enforcing those reforms which all agree ought lo be enforced, 
but which are as yet scarcely begun to be adopted even on paper. 

Is it possible, for any man who calmly weighs these ci re urmstances, or 
who contemplates the strong language in which the Colonists express 
their persuasion of the utter ruin to their interests, which must attend 
the adoption of the plans of Government, still to hope for their honest, 
cordial, and effective concurrence I 

Here, then, is the grand difference between his Majesty's ministers 
and the abolitionists. The course pursued by the former has hitherto 
left, and is likely still to leave their own measures, however excellent iu 
design, wholly ineffective in operation. The course suggested and urged 
by the latter, atone holds forth a hope of redeeming the solemn pledge 
given to the country— that effectual and deuisive measures will be 
adopted for so ameliorating the condition of the slave population in his 
Majesty's Colonies, as to raise them, at the earliest safe and practicable 
]>eriod, to a participation in the civil rights of his Majesty's other 
subjects. 

We leave it to our readers to decide, which plan is best entitled 
to the designation of impracticable. 

But the abolitionists forsooth are enthusiasts 1 An enthusiast, we have 
always supposed, to be a person who believes without evidence, or even 
agaiiisl evidence. If this be a correct definition of the term, then we 
ask to which party is the charge of enthusiasm most justly applied ; — 
to those who against all evidence, as well as against all sound conclu- 
sions from general principles, believe lliat the masters of slaves may be 
Irnited in " what concerns legislation for slavery ;" — or to those, who. 
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proceeding on the ground of fact and universal experience, lupported 
by the juetest deductions of reasoD, affirm, that " despotism in all caKs, 
and under all circumBtances, must be an incompetent and unsure exe- 
cutor, even of its own provisions in favour of the objects of its power?" 

But the abolitionists are further charged with " overweening expec- 
tations of too sudden results."— No charge can be less founded : in 
fact, they expect no results whatever but delay and disappointment 
from the course which has been taken, should that course be persisted in. 
They complain not of the measures, as far as they go, which Government 
has proposed to accomplish, but only that those measures have 
hitherto been, and, so long as it looks to Colonial legislation for their 
accomplishment, will continue to be, ineffective. And even from parlia- 
mentary legislation, supposing it to embrace every measure of improve- 
ment originally proposed by his Majesty's niinisters, they expect no 
Hidden results : they only consider it us the effectual commencement of a 
reform, which other wise will never be effectually commenced, but which 
even then can proceed only by slow and progressive steps to the con- 
summation which all desire, and lo which Government and Parhament 
are solemnly pledged. The more alow however is likely lo be the pro- 
gress of reform, the more anxious ihey naturally are, that it should be 
early and solidly and effectively, and not delusively, commenced. 

'I'here is another poini indeed to which the abolitionists extend their 
views, and which they deeply regret is not embraced by the plan of his 
Majesty's ministers, but which is called for by the interests both of the 
Colonial slave, and of the manufacturing labourer of Great Britain, 
namely, the removal of those bounties and protecting duties which 
powenuUy maintain, while they cruelly aggravate the evils of Slavery, 
and are alike injurious to our distressed manufacturers, and to our Colonial 
bondsmen. It will not be alleged by statesmen professing and acting 
upon the commercial principles of his Majesty's Government, that the 
views of the aboiitiontsls on this point are either " enthnsiastic" or 
" impracticable." 

Mr. Canning objected to the loud and concurrent expression of the 
public voice on the subject of Slavery, and to the speeches and resolu- 
tions which led lo the petitions that have crowded the tables of 
both Houses of Parliament, for this reason, among others, that the effect 
of them would be lo make the obstinacy of the Colonists more obstinate; 
to rouse their angry passions to greater fury ; to quicken their alarms ; 
to engender new opposition ; to create new and to aggravate old diffi- 
culties; to multiply obstacles; and to excite determined resistance 
which must he overcome, before the purposes of Government could be 
effected. 

And yet, without the efforts of abolitionists, and the loud and concur- 
rent expression of public feeling which these have called forth, can any 
man believe that we should have obtained the solemn Resolutions of the 
legislature as to the expediency of abolishing Slavery; or that a single 
step would have been taken to that end ? And even supposing such Re- 
solutions to have been passed, what weight would they, or the speeches 
which might accompany them in Parliament, have had in the West 
Indies, unbacked by the awakened feeling, and the firm and conscienlbus 
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c^e termination of the country at large ? They would have been utterly 
disregarded. And letit here be remembered, thatthe highest paroxysms 
of fury, and the most vociferous threats of resistance and even rebellion, 
on the part of the Colonists, preceded that universal manifestation of 
the public sentiment which the last year has exhibited, and were ex- 
cited, not by public meetings and inflammatory speeches and resolutions, 
but by those calm, sober, temperate, and 7>raejtC(i6fe measures which 
Mr. Canning announced in Parliamenl. and which Lord Bathurat 
recommended to the Colonies. The Colonists, at that time, enter- 
tained a hope by their clamours lo turn Government from its purpose, 
and lliey were willing to incur conBiderable risk in order to effect that 
object. This hope it w.is which gave augmented vehemence to their 
protests and rem ons trances, and which made them exult in every 
symptom of insubordination among the Slaves, and magnify it, how- 
ever trivial, into conclusive evidence of an insurrectionary movement. 
And this policy, to a certain degree, served its purpose. It produced 
delay and hesitation, and at one time, it threatened to paralyze if not 
wholly frustrate the efforts of benevolence. But the country has main- 
tained its ground without flinching, and has now spoken, in terms that 
can no longer be mistaken, its determination that Slavery shall cease; 
and in proportion as this determination has become moie general and 
less equivocal, has the violence of the Colonists abated, and they have 
begun to consider by what degree of reluctant compliance it may still 
be in their power to avert the dreaded and threatened interference of 
Parliament. The view, therefore, which we are now combating, was 
both philosophically unsound and experimentally untrue; and that it 
was so, is strongly conSrmed by the whole tone and tenor of the recent 
Newspaper communications from the Colonies, the change in which is 
most remarkable. Their policy, it may be apprehended, will now be to 
yield such a partial acquiescence in the wishes of Government, as 
without materially either mending their system, or forwarding the great 
end of the ultimate extinction of Slavery, may still furnish, to their 
dexterous advocates in this country, a plea for continuing to delegate, 
to the Colonial authorities, the performance of that work which belongs 
to Parliament, and which Parliament alone is competent lo carry into 
effect. 

We might quote many passages, from recent West India journals, 
to prove, that the effect produced in the Colonies by what has taken 
place in this country, during the last twelve months, both in and out of 
Parliament, on the subject of Slavery, has been correctly described; 
but a single extract must suffice as illustrative of the fact. It is taken 
from the Jamaica Gazette of last May. 

" As we think it essential at tlie present critical crisis, that no means 
should be omitted, which can be safely adopted, likely to convince the 
clamorous op|ionentB of the West-India system, that we are willing to 
concede every reasonable point that may tend to bettering the condition, 
or improving the morals of our Slave Population, we insert the follow- 
ing letter from a Member of Parliament, fully acquainted with the 
political manteuvrcs of both the Ministerial and Opposition lynches, 
lo shew thill, if wc cannot conr|uer the popular prejudice, which im- 
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pa^es the passiog of the Slave Evidence Bill, we ihall tu the end be 

subjected to the Oegradatioa of having it forced upon us by external 
legislaUon. 

'"London, March 13, 1826. 
" ' Mv DE4R Sir, 

" ' Since my last 1 have not bad the pleasure of beariog from you. 
I enclose three newspapers containing tlie reports of the debates in the 
House of Commons, on Mr. Buxton's presenting the petition of the 
City of London for the Abolition of Slavery— and on Mr. Denman'a 
Hesolutiona, respecting the trials of the rebel Negroes in Jamaica — 
and in the House of Lords, on the reference to them of the Resolutions 
of the Commons of 1823. 

" ' They are three most important debates. You will observe In the 
first of them, that Mi*. Buxton asked for an explanation from the 
Government of the course which they meant to pursue, in consequence 
of the non-compliance of the Colonial Legislatures with the recommen- 
dations sent out from the Colonial Office ; and that Mr. Brougham 
had announced his intention to bring in a hill, to enact, throughout the 
Colonies, the regulations which had been carried into effect in Trinidad 
imder the Order in Council. Mr. Canning declared it to be his in- 
tention to resist Mr. Brougham's bill, but in answer to the inquiry from 
Mr. Buxton, he declared it to be the intention of the Government to 
embody, in several bills, the several regulations of the Order in Council, 
and to send them out to the Governors with iostmctions to have them 
introduced into the several Legislatures, so as to bring the question of 
the adoption or rejection of each to an issue in the next Session of the 
Assemblies, and before the next Session of Parliament ; and he further 
declared it to be the intention of Government, in case of the reception 
of these bills proving unsatisfactory, to come down to Parliament for 
counsel as to the course which it would then be proper to pursue. 
You will perceive in Lord Bathurst's speech in the house of Lords, a 
material difference in his statement of the course intended to be pur- 
sued by the Government. Lord Bathurst stated it to be their intention 
to class the several regulations of the Trinidad Order in Council under 
separate heads, and to send out instructions to the several Governors 
to submit those regulations so classed to the several Colonial Legis- 
latures, to be by them framed into bills, and modified according to the 
circumstances of the several Colonies, In the interval between the 
debates in the House of Commons and House of Lords, representation 
has been made to Lord Bathurst and Lord Liverpool from the Planters 
and Merchants, stating our apprehensions that the sending out the bills, 
ready formed, might be felt by the Colonial Legislatures as an act of 
dictation, and might create an additional obstacle instead of facilitating 
the adoption of the regulations. Whether the altered plan of Govern- 
ment was the result of thif representation, or of their own consideration, 
I will not presume to say.— You will observe also Ihat, in the whole 
course of these debates, there is not one person who did not admit the 
extinction of Slavery to be the whole object of Parliament and the 
Country— an object which they were determined to accomplish, and 
that ihe only dift'erence was as to the means and lime of its accomplish- 
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ment. Nobody ventured to contend Uiat the state of Slarery ought 
to be maintained for ever: Even the Lord Chancellor, who spoke moat 
strongly as to " [he due consideration for the rights of private properly," 
expressed hia entire approbation of the Resolutions of the House of 
Commons, and his concurrence in the object of putting an end to 
Slavery. In a word, this feeling has become so universal throughout 
the Country, that any opposition to it would be quite hopeless. The 
Ministry are committed to the Trinidad Order in Council, and the 
Country are deterrained to have measures adopted in the Colonies, 
which shall afford some cerlain means of putting an end to Slavery, 
though thev may be content to agtee to their being gradual and slow 
in their operation. They are also very much dissatisfied with the 
Colonial Legislatures. They would, I believe, note have applauded 
any measure of rigour which the Government might have been dis- 
posed to adopt for enforcing the Trinidad regulations; and, if the 
Assemblies should not adopt them all (or with few or unimportant ex- 
ceptions,) the Country and the Parliament will drive the Government 
to some strong measures of coercion. 

" ■ Seeing how violently and how rapidly thetorrent of public feeling is 
running, I am convinced the only chance of preserving the independence 
of the Colonial Legislatures is by the adoption of the regulations 
wlkich are about to be sent out in their next Session. It is difficult for 
Gentlemen, resident in Jamaica, to be fully aware of the force of public 
feeling in England ; hut you may depend upon it that my representation 
does not fall short of the truth, and you cannot do a more important 
service than communicate the same throughout the whole circle of your 
acquaintance. 

" ' You will have observed, thatiu the debates inthe House of Commons 
very few West Indians spoke. In the first— which indeed could scarcely 
be styled a debate- — it was the general opinion that the best policy 
would be to leave the question as it stood after Mr. Canning's speech, 
which had embarrassed the Saints so much, as to make Brougham 
almost withdraw the notice of his bill. On the question of the trials, 
there was but one feeling iu the House, that such a state of law was 
utterly indefensible. You can scarcely form a conception of the strong 
impression whi<;h these trials have made on the public mind, or of the 
force with which they have told on the rejection of the Evidence Bill, 
to the prejudice of the Assembly, and, I am sorry to add, of the cause 
of the West Indies generally. The two combined have done more in 
advancing the views of our enemies, than their own exertions had pre- 
viously done in the last ten years. — This opinion was expressed to me 
by an impartial spectator, very capable of judging, and much disposed 
to be our friend. It is only wanting to complete their triumph, that 
the Assembly should pursue the same course in the next Session as in 
the last. But I trust, that, ivhen they consider that the object of the 
Saints is to take all legislative'controul over this question out of their 
hands, and the object of Government to leave it in their hands, on the 
condition of their carrying iuto efl'ect what is the wish of the whole 
English nation, and that there is no middle alternative; they will not 
such an act of suicide, ns to refuse their compliance ' " 
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' It must now, we apprehend, be evident that neither the pubiic 
meetings which have taken place, nor the discussions which have been 
raised in the House of Commons, have had the effect attributed to 
them, of hindering and embarrassing his Majesty's ministers, instead 
of aiding them. Certainly the ungracious manner in which those 
petitions were spoken of surprised us not a little, firmly believing, as 
we do, that Mr. Canning is really desirous to put an end to Slavery. 
That distinguished Statesman is also a warm friend to the Catholic 
claims. Now let it be supposed that there had been, in the course of 
the last year, the same universal expression of public opinion in their 
favour which has been witnessed on- the question of Slavery. In that 
case, would not Mr. Canning, and Mr. Wilmot Horton, and all who 
think with them on the subject, have felt their hands strengthened by 
such a demonstration, instead of deprecating it as injurious to the 
cause they espoused ? And would they not also in that case have com- 
paratively disregarded the clamours of their opponents, however loud ; 
and have looked forward with exultation to a safe, and happy, and 
early accomplishment of their favourite object, of Catholic Emancipa- 
tion ? We pronounce no opinion on that much agitated question ; 
but certainly no man, who knows how these Gentlemen feel upon it, 
would expect beforehand, that they would frown on the expression of a 
strong and general concurrence in their views, on the part of the 
country at large. 

One word, before we conclude, respecting the different motions 
which were brought forward in the House of Commons, by the 
abolitionists, during the last two Sessions, and which Mr. Canning is 
said to have thus reprehended : '' They have been hazardous to adopt, 
not fit to be discussed, and calculated to retard not accelerate the 
purposes for which they are professedly brought forward. They are 
not judicious, as they disturb the temper. They are not fair, as 
they interrupt our course, and break down a large subject into mean 
and insignificant details. They divide into fractions what Parliament 
has resolved to treat and promote as a whole.'* 

To these observations, the letter of the West Indian gentleman in- 
serted above is perhaps a sufHcient reply. But their inapplicability will 
further appear, by merely mentioning the subjects of the several motions 
thus condemned. 

1. Mr. Brougham's motion on the trial and sentence of the Mis- 
sionary Smith. 

2. Dr. Lushington's on the deportation of Lecesne and Escoffery. 

3. Mr. Buxton's on the expulsion of the Missionary Shrewsbury from 
Barbadoes, and the demolition of the Methodist Chapel there. 

4. Mr. Denman's on the trials of the alleged insurgents in Jamaica. 

5. Mr. Buxton's on the Mauritius Slave trade. 

6. Mr. Whitmore's on the Sugar duties and bounties. 

7. Mr. W. Smith's on the expediency of placing the administration 
of the Slave laws in the hands of men who are not slave holders. 

8. Mr. Brougham's motion expressive of the dissatisfaction of the 
House with the proceedings of the Colonial Assemblies, and pledging 
it to an early consideration qf the subject in the next Session. 
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^^F or these eight motions, the firit five were cases or flagrant outrage, 
^V and of violation of the law, nliiclt Mr. Canning liimseff admitted to 
^H call either for enquiry or reprehension ; which stood on grounds quite 
^f apart Trom any general measure of the Government ; and nhich, in no 
view that can fairly be taken of ihem, deserve to be branded with the 
harsh terms that were applied to them. It was partly their object, 
and certainly it was their effect, to enlighten even iiis Majesty's ministers 
^^ as to the real nature of the Colonial system, and of Colonial feeling. — 
^L Again, the question of the sugar duties and bounties, and of the effect of 
^f free and slave labour on the cost of productions, was surely a large and 
^B substantive question, which required a distinct and separate discussion. 
^* The motion of Mr. W. Smith went only to point out to the Government a 
provision whicli was indispensable to ihe efBciency of iheir own plans of 
reform, and without which those plans would be paralyzed and frus- 
trated; and it went ic no degree to censure or disturb them. Mr. 
Brougham's motion which stands last, and which brought before the 
house a general view of the Trinidad and Demarara Orders in Council, 
and of the recent elusory enactments of the Colonial legislatures, was 
the only one which could be regarded as hostile; and this Mr. Canning 
himself expressly excepted from his general censure. 

Besides these diflerent motions, notices were given, but afterwards 
withdrawn, by Lord Nugent, for improving the administration of justice 
in the Colonies ; and by Dr. Lushington, for examining into the state 
of the free people of colour. These however were points not at all 
comprehended in the general outline of projected reforms, submitted 
to Parliament by his Majesty's ministers. 

It will not be denied that all these motions were important, while 
not one of them, excepting Mr. Brougham's, interfered with the declared 
purposes of Government. But then we are told, that " they disturb 
the temper." Whose temper do they disturb ! Are acts of cruelty and 
crime not to be exposed, lest tlie temper of the cruet and the criminal 
should be ruffled ? Or is a great question of national justice and policy, 
like that of the Sugar duties, not to be discussed, lest those who profit 
by those duties, though tending to aggravate alike the wretchedness of 
the Slaves and the distress of our manufacturers, should resent the 



We regretthat it should have fallen to our lot to make these remarks. 
Entertaining as we do a cordial respect for Mr. Canning, and firmly be- 
lieving him to hnve at heart die effectual mitigation, and the early and 
final extinction of Slavery, we feel real p^n in ever differing from him ; 
but it seemed to be a duty absolutely incumbent on us, to vindicate 
(he abolitionists, whether in Parliament or out of it, from the opprobrium 
which the expressions attributed to that Gentleman, if uncontradicted, 
could not fail to attach to ihem and to their cause. 

JJARBADOES. 

What has occurred in Barbadoes goes fully toconfirmtlieabovereason- 
ing. In March last, several new slave bills were introduced mlo ihe 
Assembly of that Island. Mr. Hinds, who brought forward one of ihem. 
inirodnred it as nn attempt toTfroncile tkeiT stnvr cndr with their jireciire. 
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He th«k Bpeakftof ttis mildness of the actual discipline in 6aibiidoes,aad 
the happy condition of the slaves, who, lie aifirms, are belter protecteJ, 
have more comfort and enjoyment, and less of toil, exaction, and anxiety, 
ihan the same class o( the population tu perhaps any other portion 
of the universe. In Barbadoes, the evils of Slavery he states to be 
abstract, the blessings positive.* Still, he argues, the proposed amend- 
ments in the laws are necessary because Great Britain expects them. 
" Is there no danger, " he asks, " in irritating the Ministry, the Par- 
liament, and the people of Great Britain, by conceding nothing to the 
public voice so u-neqmvocally expressed? I do not mean the mad cry 
of that reptile knot, which has been engendered by the coitus of saint 
and radical, but the voice solemnly pronounced of the reflecling classes 
of Great Britain ; of the We^t India Cororaillee themselves." " I 
have heard the West Indian body in England," adds Mr. Hinds, 
" accused of ignorance oF the circumstances here. They may retort 
the charge and accuse us of ignorance of the immense sensation caused 
by this question at home ; of ignorance of our peril and weakness, or, 
as Mr. Canning enpressetl it, the omnipotence of England, and the 
utter helplessness of the Colonies." " If we hesitate, Mr. Canning's 
financial punishments will infallibly be inflicted." " Let us then 
enable the King's Ministers to say from their places in Parliament, 
'the Colonial legislatures have complied with ovr suggestions as far 
AS LOCAL CIRCUMSTANCES WILT. PERMIT, They kavB seriously set 
to work to ameliorate the condition of their slaves. We have confidence 
in their intentions. We are determined henceforth to allow of no 

FURTTrER INTERFEBENCE IN THEIR DOMESTIC POLICY. Satisfied 

that much has been done and done voluntarily, we leave to 



* The ears of tha people of England, mast liave become by this lime, saffi- 
cientl; acquainted with this kind of cant, to appreciate ilH value. It is un- 
necessary to recur to the barbarous slave code wliich lias alwaya existed 
in this Coluuy, and some of the worst enactments of which were renewed 
la 1S2S ; nor to the unponished atrocilies recorded by Lord Seaforth, in 1804 ; 
DOT to the wholesale massacres of 1S16 ; la order to disprove the slatement 
of Mr. Hinds. We need onl; refer to the Reports of Mr. Dwarris, the Royal 
Commissioner, himselF a West Indian, and of the Bishop of Barbadoes. 
Mr. Dwarris aSlrnis that " the slaves in this Islapd, are without legttl protection 
or redress for personal injuries." " The stave has no remedy, in esse of tbe 
greatest oppression by the master or his delegate, or the grossest iojuiy by 
third persons." Except for murder, " there is no legislative provision re- 
straining the absolute power of the master over the slave, or inflictiug pnniahmetit 
on the owners or others, in cases of mayem, mutilation, disniemberment, or cruel 
treatment." " No tribunal is specially appointed for inquiring into their 
wrongs." The complaint of a slave " can no where be received." " No man 
or set of men, has legal power to call a master or delegate to account for 
working his aiave ss long as he likes ; for whipping him as much as he pleases ; 
for chaining — for starving him." " A master has unconlroUed, undefined and 
absolnte power." Compare this statement, written in 1834, with that of 
Mr. Hinds. 

Again, tlie statement as to" toil" and "exaction," is most directly con tra- 
dioled by the Right Reverend the Bishop, who gives us to Icnow, that do time 
in the week days, can be spared hy the planters for tbe instruction of the 
ohildren, for though tliey have " the ntesl sincere desire to afford the blesgings of 
religious instraction to their slaves," they cannot consent to the requisite sub' 
traction of labour from tbe cDltivation of their estates. See Reporter, No. 13. 
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THE I-nOGIlEBS or THE IMPROVEMEMTS THEY HATE SO 
COMMENCED.'" 

i in precisely the kind of speech which we sup|>0Ged ihat ihe 
Colonists would be desirous of putting into Mr. Cunning's mouth ; 
for what they have evideolly at heart is not to raise the slave to a parti- 
cipation in the rights of his Majesty's other subjects, but to extract from 
him, to the coafusion of saints and radicals, such a declaration as 
Mr. Hinds has kindly framed for him. The preceding port of this 
number, containing our aiuicipations to Ibis effect, was written before 
we received the speech of Mr. Hinds. How pointedly it confirms ihoae 
anticipations will be perceived without a comment. 

The measures proposed to the Barbadoes Legislature comprise, Ist, a 
Bill for the encouragement of Baptisms and Marriages among the 
slaves ; 2nd, a Bill to afford increased faciiiiies to the manumission of 
slaves ; and 3rd, a consolidated Slave Bill. This last BUI is intended. It ia 
said, to abolish the whip in the field and the flogging of women, and 
to grant to those slaves who are qualified, and properly certified by the 
clergyman of the parish and (lie master, the right of bearing testimony 
in courts of jualice. But it Is not intended to prohibit the separation of 
families by sale ; and to the erection of saving banks for the slaves, 
says Mr. Hinds, " I never can consent," — and for this strange reason 
among others, that, " not only has it never been, but it never could be, 
practicable for a master to deprive his slave of his honestly- gained pecu- 
iiitm." This is also to be a valid reason, we presume for enacting no 
law for securing to the slave his properly. Yet, what says Mr. Dwarris? 
" For the punishment of general oppression there is no provision by any 
law of Barbadoes." The master may sell him, may chain him, may 
starve him ; he possesses over him uncontrolled, undefined, and abso- 
lute power. And yet, says Mr. Hinds, it would be impracticable for a 
master to deprive a slave of his property. Is it possible, we ask, to put 
any faith whatever in such representations ? If there be any one truth 
more clearly ascertained than another, in respect to the condition of the 
Colonial bondsman, it is that his property is entirely and absolutely, by 
law, in the power of his master. This point may be proved by the most 
conclusive West Indian testimony, in one stream, from 1788 to 1826. 

TRINIDAD. 

We have been amused with tales of the cheerful acquiescence of the 
Planters of Trinidad in the Order in Council, which enacted, we were told, 
r;nly what was before the practice. Such, too. was the language held to 
tlie Government by the West India body at home. With respect to 
Ihem, indeed, it may only prove that they were ihemselves deceived by 
their agents, and were thus led unwittingly to deceive the Government. 
The clamours of Ihe resident Planters, however, instead of diminishing, 
seem to become louder and louder every day ; and so they will continue 
to do, so long as there is the slightest hope of inducing Government to 
relas from its declared purposes, and to modify or abandon its solemn 
{ilcdges. The success they have already had will encourage them tfl 
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persevere. Several points have already been given up, «nd a recent pto- 

clamalion has so modified tlie law of evideiice as greatly to diminish ita 
value. The whole efficacy of the Order in Council, the defects of which, 
aa compared with the meaures first proposed by his Majesty's Govern- 
ment, have always been considerable," may thus be frittered away, 
and things may almost insensibly revert to their ancient state. 

St. VINCENTS. 

The following extract from the Gazette of St. Vincents of the 20th of 
May, 1826, contains an exposition of the actual progress of moral and 
religious culture in that island ; and will be found, if the truth were told 
in other places with equal frankness, to exhibit a faithful picture of its 
progress in every island from the Bahamas to Trinidad, as far, at least, 
as the efforts of the Planters in general, or of the local legislatures, are 
concerned. Let us not be amused, not to say deluded, by such un- 
meaning reports as were abstracted^in our last number, and which, 
prove that the Bishops are as liable to be imposed upon as the West 
Indian body at home. The extract we allude to is as follows : — 

" We understand tbat tbe Lord Bisliop has sigaiGed his intentiuD of paying 
this island a second visit in two or three weeks, altliougli vie see do preparatiaDB 
ranking (or his reception or accommodation. We cannot imagine to ourselves 
the surprise and disappointment that will be felt by his Lordship on his arrival, 
lolindthat of the various measures of improvement, or addition, to our clerical 
establishment suggested b; him on his first visit, not one has yet been carried 
into effect; no additional place of worship provided; no school establiahment 
provided, or meitns devised for giving additional impulse to the moral or religious 
feelings of the lower Glasses: in short, that we are precisely in the same state his 
Lordsliip left us, except, as one nf our correspondents has lately suggested, con- 
siderably worse, no doubt, from the combined inroads of time and negligence." 

* See, fora full elucidation of these defects as compared with the originally de- 
clared intentions of Government, the pamphlet, entitled The Progress of Colonial 
Reform, p. I — 18. 

%* Though we have iloubled the size of the Reporter, 
we are under the necessity of deferring many important 

articles of information Our readers will be happy to learn 

that Anti-Slavery Associations, and particularly of Ladies, 
are multiplying, one of whose objects it is to discourage 
the use of slave-grown Sugar, (that is to say, of West 
Indian and Mauritius sugar,) and to promote the substi- 
tution of that grown by free labour. 

Thii, and all nlher publkaliaas of the iSociely, moy bt had at thtir office, 
18 Aidennanbtaij ; or at Sleatrs. Halckard'i, 1ST, Piccadilty, and Arch'), Cemhitl. 
Theu mag alio fte procured, through any bookseller, or at Ike dcpStt qf the inll- 
Slavcry Society Ihrotighmil the kingdein. 
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COLONIAL OPINIONS ON THE PROPOSED REFORMS, 

GXEMFLIFIED BT MISCELLANEOUS EXTRACTS FROM THEIR own 



Wb propose to follow up llie remarks in our last number, respeciiiig 
llie views and purposes of the Colonists, by extracts from tiieir own 
jjublicalions during the months of May und June last. The first we 
shall give are drawn from w confidential comma nicalion of Mr. Mac- 
queen, the editor of the Glasgow Courier, to the editor of the Royal 
Gazette of Jamaica, which the latter has thought proper to publish 
to the world in his paper of the 27th May, 1826. (p. 18.) 

" I deeply regret to say," obseryea Mr. Macqueen, " that prospeals are not 
raendingforyon ; Goiernmenl, rest awored,are beot upon general and nlliiuate 
emancipation, and this they coDCeive Ihey can aecompliBh by a train of mea- 
Buies concocted by thcmselveB wilboul any advance of money on the part of 
this conntry. In these views they are certainly nronE, bat iu the present 
temper and feeling of the people, who ia to poiul out to them their error?" " Von 
cannot depend upon tlie Government, because it lias adopted erroneous nolions. 
Von must not trust your friends here, because, besides their natural and invin- 
cible apathy, the leadinj men among them, I assure you, go into the views of 
Government, above mentioned. The conduct of the West India members in 
Parliament is sickening: and distressing ; it 15 (o be regretleil (Ant j™r Legin- 
lalure did nnt pass the Slave Ecidtnee Bill in aame iftujie or olher. It tiould 
have satisbed (jovernnient, and withdraivn part of the venom of your advarsa- 
Tiea. At the same time, I am aware that it matters little what laws you pasil, 
as nothing but early and complete emancipation will satisfy the spirit which 
now animates a vast portion of the population of this country ; hU the dissen- 
ters, and what is called tlie evangelical party of the clergymen of the £sla. 
falished Church are enlisted, and embarked in the cause against you. Tlieir 
exertions and influence are very great, and the whole of this has been brought 
about by the activity of your enemies, and the inactivity and apathy of your 
friends. Even at this mumeat the latter will not look at or acknowledge the 
danger which so broadly assails them." " Your affairs are wretchedly managed 
iu this country. The all'erlionB of the people are alienated frnni you, and Govern- 
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ment suflfer themselves to be misled and inflaenced by a parcel of idle theorists, 
all of whom are your determiued enemies."* 

In the Jamaica Royal Gazette of the 3rd June, 1826, (p. 4.) the editor 
inserts, with apparent approbation, another communication, which he 
tells us is from '* a considerable holder of West India property, in 
London." 

" Our adversaries," says this correspondent, " lay great stress on the rejec- 
tion of Uie Slave Evidence Bill, as proving all their allegations against us." '< I 
think that question might be tried on a limited scale, upon inferior cases in 
petty courts."t " Were the whole new light to burst upon them (the slaves) at 
once, it would do them no good, and us much harm ; and this is the object of 
the saints, who would rejoice to see the ruin and destruction of both the one and 
the other consummated at one blow." 

He then is at great pains to convey to his friends abroad some 
politic counsel : 

** As our adversaries are ever on the watch, to catch, as it were, from our owii 
mouths evidence, nay, the very sentiments of our hearts, if they could, and 
torture them into some malignant form, it becomes us to be most earful against 
letting out any thing of our secret reflections of which they can take advantage. 
From our knowledge of negroes, and experience of their disposition and temper, 
and readiness to break through their present bounds, we all must have a secret 
feeling for confining t^eir privileges as much as possible within the law of sub- 
ordination. But it won*t do to expose our motives to their friends and our 
enemies."! " Our Legislature must act fearlessly," " and beware of going great 
lengths in concession^ as their former conduct ttUl then be imputed to contumacy ; 
and the tnore they concede the more they will be required to do until they meet 
the rigid views of the Saints" 

This prudent and cautious writer next proceeds to give his opinion 
seriatim oti the different heads of reform, proposed by Mr. Canning. 
To Slave Evidence he had already adverted, '* Religious instruction, and 
the due observance of the sabbath, (meaning the abolition of Sunday 
markets) are points of no importance to give up" " Marriage: let the 
clergy celebrate it as they do baptism, that will be sufficient.^ Other 
points, as security of property, facilities of manumission, separation of 
families, and savings banks, are things to be cautiously adventured upon, 
and strictly guarded. On the abolition of the whip, as a stimulus to- 
labour, and the flogging of females, he is more precise in his instruc- 
tions: — 



• Mr. Macqueeu, it seems, had made every effort in his power to establish a paper in 
London, bat ** such were the apathy and indifference of those in England, connected with 
the Colonies, and the disunion reigning among them on the West Indian caase," that he 
coald not find any reasonable prospect of support : '* The rancoar of the leading sect," he 
says, " is dreadful against me." ** But never mind," he adds, " truth will at last prevail, 
and the friendship and support of the Colonies will enable me to treat their vengeance 
with scorn." Is it with a view to enhance his merits with the Colonies, and to extract from 
them fresh largesses that he thus exhibits himself as a martyr to their cause 1 

t Why in petty courts, except that they are not courts so open to observation as the 
great courts ? ^ 

1 Mr. Macqueen may well say that the affairs of the Colonists are wretchedly managed • 
when such lettei-s as his own and those of this cunning planter, are permitted to come 
bfefore the eye of the British public. At the same lime we cite not these letters as carry- 
ing ain^ weight of authority with them, but as exhibiting sentiments which xeem to 
suit the meridian of Jamaica. 
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'■ Bleuiliiig," lie Buys, "Ihosc Iwii ItcniB, iuppote,UB tlie «ln|Mi1 "ii-' (ni/ seenii 
ti> be such a terrible sjmbol o{ Bulhoritj, and the cat-a'nine-laili bmcIi a tuUra- 
bleone, thM tbe Utter, ni used in the Briiiy aiid aav.v, be subslituled for the 
former, rtilricting the ute of il in the_^tld to six ilripnfer miiinr nffences, undBr 
the sanclioD of Uie overseer or book-keeper; rererring rielinquenciei uf mure 
serious cbaracler to Ihe mftslar or maasKer; at the same time, Pol vtithdraning 
Mil the authority from Ihe driver. AUaie him the exrrciie of a rattan at I hare 
s«f» ttrgtimti IN the army cany and ute. Then, with regani to females, for 
oSences reijuiriag beyond Ihe rattan, let them be refetred as before ; and let them 
be punished aocording to their miscondurt on Ihe back with a rod, and in the 
preaence of women only, or by nightly conlineniBDl in the stocks for a lime pro- 
portioDate to the misdeed."* 

Having lliusgivenaspecimenof the setitrmenls which arecoiifidentiaily 
tmnsniitted to the Colonies by some at least of tlie Colonial partiEans 
at home, we shall now Buffer the Planters reaicling abrond to delineate 
their own views and feelings on the piesenl crisis of their aiTairs. The 
following violent observations of the Trinidad press, on the rejection of 
the Slave Evidence Bill in Jamaica, are transcribed with evident appro- 
bation into the newspapers uf the other Colonies: 

" The spirited decision on the part of the Jamaica LeglaUturc will, if we mis- 
take not, bring at auce to a crisis the important question, whether tbe British 
Colonies am in future to be dictated to in matters of internal legislation." " If 
jHDiaica possess the power to maiatllio the ground she has Rssiimed, she has 
acted wisely and magnanimously. No man acquainted with Ihe lestnre of oiir 
society, can, for a moment, suppose that »uch a law is required for Ihe general 
prolection of slaves. Laws deeply implanted io our breasts by tbe Divine 
(-'realor, aS'otd Ihem sure and ample protertiou as a body. "I 

Let us next turn to Barbadoes, in the newspaper of which Island, of 
the7t!iMait;h, 1826, is given the speech of a Mr. Pile, on a Bill which 
had been brought inlo the Assembly for the abolition of Sunday 
markets. 

" My opposition," says Ihis gentleman, " is chiefly levelled against Ihs total 
abalition of the Sunday market. It is a well-known fact, that the places of 
worship in this oountry, were they well attended, arc net more than sufficient 
for Ihe reception of the free population ; and that there is no singit place of wot' 
ship of the establithtd rciigiun set apart for the slaves. That such places icill be 
built I cannot doubt." " But we shall retard and defeat, and not advance our 
object by closing the Sunday markets before I lie churches areopened.t The slave 
is now euGaurngcd to industry by tbe certainty of a market where he can dispose 
of the produce of his garden, his stock, &c., and procure luxuries in return: tbe 
id comfoils of life being Inrnished him in abnndanoe.^ But if the 
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j^tinday markets were closed, they would be dependent on masters and overseers 
for time to attend the market daring the week, which would damp their industry, 
and change for the worse their present Habits ; and Sunday would be passed in 
idleness, which might lead to indolence and vice, and even crime, to discontent 
and insubordination/' *' In what manner too are the adults to pass the Sun- 
day ? They cannot employ it in their accustomed traffic, and we must not force 
them to attend our places of worship, lest we should stand charged with the sin 
of forcing them to act the part of hypocrites." " Even if Churches were erected, 
I contend, on the score of justice and right, we ought not totally to abolish the 
Sunday market. If we take from the slave tliat day, we ought, injustice, to grant 
him another,* But never could we consent to such a glaring violation of the 
right of property. Who is not either a debtor or creditor ? Who is not embar- 
rassed ? If we take from an estate a day for the slave to attend market instead 
of Sunday, we necessarily diminish the proceeds of that estate, or we must 
compel our slaves to do that labour in five days which they now do in six ; and if 
the proceeds be diminished, the security of the creditor is diminished ; and while 
the proceeds are lessened, the expenses are not lessened.'' 



the mere necessities of nature ; and that their indolence is ho inveterate, that it cannot be 
overcome by any such motive as that of a desire to better their condition, or by any mo- 
tive in short bnt that of physical force. Such is one of the positions anxiously insisted 
upon throngh many aweary folio page, by one who assumes to be a great autKority in these 
matters, we mean Major Moody. (See liis reports passim.^ But what does Mr. File tell us 
in the sequel of his speech? The slaves in Barbadoes, according to him, work nr days in 
the week for their masters ; who supply them abundantly with all the necessaries and 
comforts of life, (the only wants which can, according to Major Moody, stimulate the negro 
to the reluctant labour of even one or two hours in a dajo ; and yet, though thus amply 
supplied, and thus compelled to labour for sis days, they are so wrought upon, it seems, by 
the desire of bettering their condition, and of procuring even the luxuries of life, as volun- 
tarily to employ their brief intervals of rest with such industry and effect as to raise from 
tbeir gardens the means of gratifying this desire. If this be true, can we credit those who 
tell us, that they will not work voluntarily even for liberal wages? Though worn with 
the labours of the week, they will work, in order, from the uncertain and distant return 
which their gardens may yield them, to buy luxuries ;— and yet they will not work for 
money paid down, which will, with no less certainty, and far more speedily, procure 
them the same luxuries ! Such are the inconsistencies into which men fall who think 
ihemselves bound to maintain, by a shew of argument, the cause of injustice and oppres- 
sion. 

• This is a perfectly correct view of the case, and is precisely what reason and justice 
(call for. Sunday ought to be, and we trust will henceforward be a day of rest to the 
Barbadian slaves. For the purposes to which Sunday has hitherto been irreligiously 
applied, namely, the cultivation of their gardens, and the attendance on market, the 
smallest reparation which can in common equity be made them, is now to give them equiva- 
lent time during the week. And this is required, not by the spirit only, but by the very 
letter of Mr. Canning's original pledge on the subject, a pledge liowever, still unfulfilled 
even in Trinidad. And if this pledge be fulfilled, if this act of bare justice be performed, 
and a market day be appointed by law instead of Sunday, to which the slave shall have 
the same right as he now has to Sunday, then Mr. Pile's main objection to the abolition 
of Sunday markets will be obviated. But this act of justice to the slaves, Mr. Pile goes on to 
affirm, will be a robbery of the master, ** a glaring violation of the right of property ;" 
and the master, to do justice to himself and his creditors, (for who among the Barbadians, 
he asks, is not embarrassed?) must compel the slave to execute in /pe days the task of six. 
Thus the usurpation of the sabbath, that impious violation of the laws both of God and 
man, is unblushingly maintained as a legitimate possession, and is held up as a bar to pre- 
vent the Parliament and people of England from restoring to the wretched slave his ina- 
lienable right to the benefit of that merciful dispensation, which made the sabbath for mm. 
Can any Act of Parliament be pleaded for tUs practice ! If not. It is an abuse, for which, 
^Ven if Slavery were alawful state of society, the Planters, instead of claiming indemnity 
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The Editor of the Barbadian newtpaper of th& IStli of April, 18B6, 

llius reasons On tbe atnte of the Colonial question : 

" Tea jcars h»\c passed anay of an alarming and unpcccfdcDled inUr- 
ferenco in our iuleriiiil le^inlatian on itie part of tlie British Parliament and 
people." " TLe r.onssqnences which followed upon iLe agitation of thi" Kegietry 
T[ueslionio 1916, we can none of ua recoiled without hurroc — jet tlie regiitiOi- 
tioD has prored a asel'ul mensare.* In Ihe eipresgioo of onr opinions on the 
awful questions which have euited general alarm in the West Indiea, and havs 
almoBt given the death blow to all our afTccCionate predilections for the malher 
couBtTy, we have giien way perhaps (oo much to our indignation." " Against 
tho encroachments of a most extensive faclion in Sngland, which it would be ri- 
dicuioue to deny has mnde a powerful impression on Ihe minds of liis Maj^Bty'i 
Ministera— wc raiaed our warning voice — ve loat no opportunity uf e^posiag 
their dHpUcily, tlieir stlf-lnlereetedmsa, Iheir miachifvaus inlenlWHS," " We have 
vindicated our coantrymen — we have endeavoured to hold up the AnIi-colooiM 
fnetioD to that scum and abhorraice. wbieb their cruel hostility, their calnmaies 
and falgehood so justly entitle ihem to. All this we have done, certes, not in a 
remarkably cool and teoiperftle m«nner."t Now, however, " we are deter- 
mined to he aa cool as posihle." " Government professes the most anxious de- 
sire that every measure of amelioration should proceed from the local legisla- 
tnrea. They point ont what is the declared wish of themselves and of Parlia- 
nteaE Bhonld be done; and they urge moat earnestly that the slaves should 
receive the boon of amelioration from ourselves. Tliis is the laGC trial : one odIj 
alleniBtiTG is held out. ' Do it yourselves, and do it with a gcood grace, or in 
obedience to the declared sense ofParUament, in conformity with public opinion, 
which neither H'e, the ministers, nor yoursHlves, can safely despise, we mast try 
the efficacy of an Act of Parliament. 1 liia last step we are most unwilling to 
resort to — It depends upon yourselves.' Injustice to his Majesty's Government, 
we nre warranted in believing that the; will never countenance the monstroas 
injustice of emaoclpHtion, if ever tbt thirt pa^iufultin ahould he fit /or if, without 
fair remuneration. Can the Colonial legislatures then any lunger safely reust 
the force of public opinion ? Do not their oira Ulereita now clearly point out 
the necessity of meeting the wishes of Government, which may annihilate thsir 
functions in a niomi^nt t" 

We DOW reltirn to Jamaica, from tlie Royul Gazette oFwliicli (June 3, 
1 836, p. 1 7.) we leani that at a public meeting held in Trelawney. with 
a view to the approaching; dissolution of the Assembly, Mr. Stewart, 
tlie failier of that htMiRe, and one of llieir present repreBentativea, thus 
addressed his constituents : 

■' He would take leave," he said, " brieBy to stale his views ofthe alterations 
which might he made in the next sessioo. to meet the wishes of his Majesty's 
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GoTernibent. The Slare ETidence Bill, which, under certain restrictions, was in- 
trodaced last session, was so guarded that no injury could possibly have arisen to the 
White Population by its enactment.* Different views were, however, taken of the 
question, and it was rejected. In respect to the instruction of the negroes in the 
principles of religion, it was not sufficient to build extra chapels for their accommo- 
dation ; it was idso absolutely necessary, if we were sincere in our desire to im- 
prove the moral condition of the slaves, that Sunday markets should be abolished 
altogether, and another day in the week be allowed the negro for the cultivation 
of bis land, and the sale of his provisions.t The mode of punishment of the 
female slave, he considered, might also be changed. In lieu of being punished 
with the whip, he thought that the cat or switches might, in many instances, be 
substituted. The women, by their tongues, often caused much mischief, and 
frequently led on to riot ; it might be well to punish some of their offences by so- 
litary confinement, where they could use their tongues ad Ubitumf but only to 
their own' annoyance. Our enemies in Great Britain complained of the use of 
the whip in the field as an instrument of coercion. He would not propose to abo- 
lish it ; but as the smacking of it by the drivers was so hurtful to the sensitive 
feelings of the Anti-Colonists, who assimilated it to the use made by the wag- 
goner in England to excite his team to work, he was of opinion, that it would be 
prudent to take it from the hand of the driver to be hung up in the overseer's 
house, and only used on offenders in presence of the white people and a portion 
of the estate's negroes, and this not sooner than twenty-four hours from the com- 
mission of the offences to be punished."t ''The next subject was the separating 
parents from children, and selling them like cattle at a market, under writs 
of venditioni exponas. He would not blame our ancestors, for having, a hun- 
dred and fifty years ago, permitted this," while the slaye trade lasted ; '' but 
now the times are changed," and though *' it would not be fair to make the ope- 
ration retrospective as to existing judgments, yet our legislature might, by a 
salutary and beneficial enactment, attach the negro to the soil.*' '' To manumis- 
sion by purchase, when voluntary and agreed to by the owner, he did not see any 
objection ; but not to be made compulsory .§ Any measure tending to general 
emancipation should be deprecated, 'because voluntary labour, we know, is not 
consistent with the negro character. His general character is that of idleness, 
and he cannot be kept to work but by continual superintendance.|| In the 

* He might have added with equal troth, ** nor any good to the Black population." 

t Here, again, observe how clear and decided Mr. Stewart is as to the obligation of 
allowing tx> the slave an entire day In the week, ** for the cnltivation of his land and the 
sale of his provisions," in lien of the Sunday. And yet this equitable arrangement hM 
as yet been adopted in no one Colony, not even in Trinidad, though placed under a law 
framed by the King's ministers, who had themselves previously recognised the expedi- 
ency and justice of such an arrangement. 

X We see ho^ even this respectable Colonist clings to the corporal punishment of 
females, and to the driving whip, as indispensable, even though, to meet the wishes of 
his Majesty's Government, they may be subjected to certain restnrints and modifications. 
Drhfng^ however, be it remembered, is not the punishment of an e^bice, but the enforce- 
meRC of labour. To confound the one with the other as Mr. Stewart does, (w^ do not in 
hte case say purposely,) is one of the arts by which the more subtle advocstes of Slavery 
tiy to disguise its abominations. 

i If not made compulsory on the master, when the slave has the mem* of effecting his 
manumission by purchase, we may abandon all hope of any termination of Slavery, except 
hy a convulsion. In this view of the subject, we trust his MafCffty's Ministers will 
remain firm. Much, however, is still wanting to give to this important principle its due 
and efi'ectual operation. 

H Compare Mr. Stewarts statement with that of Mr. Pile, as given above. Is idleness 
then not the universal character of human nature till prompted by neccessity, or called 
into action by still nobler motives) Mr. Macqueen charges the masters of slaves with the 
same vice as natund to them. Is it fair in Mr. Stewart, and such reasoners as he, to have 
kept the negroes in bodily and mental degradation fbrsvcessive generations} to have de- 
nied them all intellectual or moral onlture ; to have allowed them not even the pretence of 
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Unitad States, where oegroei acquired their freedom to a great eitenl, thej mafk 
at lenglh found, from their viciuus and dissolute coarae of living, to beaune a 
t>egt to society. The AmBricaa Governiaent have gone tu great expenae in St- 
ling out veaseU and con>e;in); theae free negroes to the coast of Africa. A set- 
tteuienl of them was formedat Cape Meeurado, hut in the coarse of a few years 
tliey became the moat abandoaed vagabonds, and wandered about from place to 
place. Some have aiace gone to St. Domingo, where tbe wretcbed treatmeat 
they experienced was ten times worse than that of the slaves in this conntiy.* 
The southern stales of America possess an immense slave population for the cul- 
tivation of rice and tobacco, which, owing to the swamps and climates coqid not 
be carried on by Whites. No altompt has been made or hinted at to emanci- 
pate these slaves. If suoli a subject were touched upon it would occasion a 
breach of the iinion.t The negroes in Bt. Uomingo acquired their liberty by 
rebellion.^ We are informed, by persons lately arrived from that island, that in 
tlie short space of twenty yeaie, the population has decre^Lsed 100,000.^ The 
people there, are in their manners and habits, depraied and vicious, and their 
governmeal is most wretched. In lieu of the whip they are kept to their work 
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only by military anthority.* If we look to this island (Jamaica,) we shall find 
that the Maroons who have been free for years, are sank into the depth of idle- 
ness and debauchery. They have no desire to improve their condition, and they 
only labour sufficiently for their immediate subsistence. t Emancipation, even 
at the distance of twenty or thirty years, is a wild and visionary scbeme4 The 
slave has a hold on his master. If the master wishes to shake him off, he ex- 
claims, '' Massa, you belong to me, and I wont leave you."§ Wiiat would be the 
.effect of indiscriminate emancipation ? The lame, the diseased, and the blind, 
who are now provided for by their owners, would be abandoned as the poor 
Irish are to wretchedness and starvation.|| If the ulterior views of the visionary 
philanthropists in Great Britain are to lead to general emancipation, let us atonce 
tell them that we will not proceed farther than we conceive can be done with 
safety to ourselves. Should tlie British Government carry its threat into execu- 
tion, and legislate for us, we must yield, but let us protest before God and the 
world against such an act of injustice. He pledged himself to support only such 
enactments as might be made with safety to the property and persons of his con- 
stituents/' 

We have given the more space to Mr. Stewart's observations, on 
account of the weight which the respectability of bis character will 
.naturally give to them, and which has made it also the more necessary 
that they should be met by a refutation. What remrains will occupy 
mnch less room. 

In the Royal Gazette of Jamaica, of June 3rd,. 1826, are inserted 
several important communications- 
One writer remarks, thaf as the mother cotmtry has the power, it ts 
needless to question her right to force upon* them her proposed measures 

* Even if tliis statement were true, which it is not, being asi directly the reverse of troth as the 
assertion last commented upon, how infinitely preferable would be the legitimate exercise of even military 
Autiiorityi to the impulse of the cart whip in the hands of private caprice, or sordid cupidiiy ? 

t Have the legislators of Jamaica taken a single step to civilize the Maroons ! On the contrary, ha& 
not the whole current of their policy been directed to prevent their elevation? They are constituted the 
human blood-hounds of Jamaica. They are tempted by rewards to occupy themselves in tracking 
runaways. No means of education are afforded them. They are studiously insulated from the rest ot 
fte community. And we migtit judge from the actual state of things, that the safety of Jamaica was 
considered as bound up in the ignorance, profligacy, and heatheni»n of tiie Maroons. And yet with all 
flieir incivilizatioo, the Maroons increase rapidly, while the slaves around tiiem decrease. 

t The redemption of the female slaves, according to a plan inserted in the Appendix to the second 
Report of the Anti-slavery Society, would not put an end to slavery till after the latest of these periods. 
$ And yet what is the bribe held out on all occasions to tempt the negro either to gallant daring* or 
to any wisbed-for disclosure ? It is emancipation. What is it that he thinks cheaply purchased by the 
earnings of a life of toil and self denial ? It is emancipation. Against what passion is it that the penal 
statutes of the Colonies point their sharpest vengeance? Ifcis against the desire of liberty. An attempt 
to escape from the island is visited with death. Even a few montlis escape from the cart whip into the 
adjoining woods may be punbbed capitally. And yet the slave, Mr. Stewart would persuade us, shrinks 
irom accepting the boon of freedom. 

U Does Mr. Stewart believe that even the poor, wretched, starving Irish would change conditions with 

his slaves? Let him try the experiment. Let him subject the naked body of the Irish female to the 

cart whip, or the back of her husband to the driver*s lash, and botii to the brutal debasement of negro life , 

in the West Indies, and he would see how they would spum his service, even if they were sure to wallow 

in the abundance of plantains, yams, and salt herrings. But there are " the lame, the diseased, and the 

blind " to be provided for. In a climate and soil, however, where the West Indians tell us, as a reason 

for keeping men in slavery, that a week's labour in the year will supply all the necessaries of life, we are 

now told that they mu3t be kept in slavery, lest "the lame, and the diseased, and the blind" should 

'starve. Is there then no natural affecMon among negroes T Or how are "the lame, and tilie diseased 

and the blind " among the Maroons of Jamaica, or among the 40,000 emancipated slaves and their 

descendants in that island, now supported? It cannot be that there should be no " lame, and diseased, 

and blind " amonj? (hem; and yet do they not subsist without any compulsory provision, and without 

any burden on the community ? Let Mr. Stewart tell us how many of those 40,000 who really require 

aid are supported by a poor rate, or by any bounty, excepting that of their own cIms. And supposing 

the case were otherwise; coi Id not a wise and considerate government take care to make the dde 

support of the infirm, a conditiou of emancipation? Such reasonings, therefore, only serve to exiKtse 

the miserable weakness of a cause which is forced to employ the rft in its service. 
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ofrerorm," which also, he lhinks,ougiit not to be rejected ber:<iiiEe pro- 
posed by her, but if proper in iheniselves, ought to be adopted. 

1 true, am not now capable of appreciating the 
J happy, but they are ignorant ;' but the fioonev 
, the soonerwill it be accomplished. The Houae 
it only to nboliah Sunday markets, but oblige 
proprietors nud overseera to see that the Negroes go regularly to a place of wor' 
ship on the Sabbath. Friday might be aubsututed fbt the marlcet day, and every 
other Saturday given for the cnltivalioa of provision grounds, and Sunday set 
apart exclusively for devotion and rest, t The Negroes would feel this a «reof 
boon, and a few yeara would pri>duce a great imjiracemeiil in their tnaral cliaracter."i 
" Another measure I should like to see carried into execution, y poiaibte, is 
the abolilioD of tLe whip, in a eertaiu degree.^ But such is the character of our 
labouring classes, that how repugnant soever it may be to the feetinga of their 
maaters to resort to thia expedient, it ia feared that it cannot be dispensed with 
entirely. |j Put a Negro In the stocks, or send him to the workhouse to be pu- 
nished, and you are deprived of his labour, while you are obliged to support him, 
and pay a fee (fiir the workhouse Sogging) of 29. 6d. ; and when he comes home 
be pretends he ia unable to do any thing /or three or four rfogs.^ On plantatinns. 
If the Sunday market is changed to Friday, the whip might be abolished as re- 
gards women, and confinement in the stocks on tlist day and their own Saturday 
snbsliloted.** But in towns, where an allowance is giren to domestics for their 
support, in lieu of cultivating their grounds, the abolition of the whip ia scarcely 
practicable. It ia manifest to every individual in tbe Uaat acquainted with this 
Colony, that the dread of the whip U the ow/y preveBtinn of idleness and inso- 
lence."ii " The Slave- evidence Bill I consider frtiught with the greatest mischief : 
by its voluntary enactment our Colonial Legislature will lay the foundation of 
its oTVn ruin." " Let opposition then he msdd to this Bill, not because it pro- 
ceeds from the motlier country, but because our Assembly, being more competent 
Judges, conceive it likely to subvert oar institutions, and endanger our safety. tt 
Let the mother country be told respectfully, but firmly, that it is impossible to 
adopt such a measure, unless a pledge be given to us fur a full and ample com- 
pensation, not only for our Negroes but lands, in the event of her interference 
producing those results which the Colonies clearly foresee." " Let the West 
India motto be, ' Full and ample cumpenaation.' Let the call for thia be re- 
peated aud loud. On this ia our only hope ; with it, we will do ecfr^ thing the 
mother country shall require— without it, aalbing,"^^ 

The two succeeding extracts, and they are all we shall have room for, 
will evince the altered tone which begins generally to predominate in the 
West Indies, in consequence of the unequivocal dieplay of public feel- 
ing which the last year has witnessed in Great Britain on tlie subject 
of Slavery, 
" At this awful crisis," saya the Royal Gazette of Jamaica, " it becomca the 
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bouyden duty of those to whom our interests are, or may be, confided, to look 
at the subject calmly and dispassionately, rejecting all an§rry or violent counsels, 
and regarding with contemptuous indifference every thing like menace or intimi- 
datiou. Whatever 'communications are made to the House of Assembly, should 
be received with the respect which is due to all subjects recommended by the 
Crown, and disposed of separately according to their respective merits ; and 
where it may not be expedient to accede to them, temperate and judicious rea- 
sons should be assigned for a non-compliance. At all events the question should 
be fairly met, and not postponed, from time to time, on various pretences, but 
proceeded in at once." May 27th, 1826. 

^ Another writes, " I will not take up your time in enquiries as to our just 
rights, but state the situation in which we stand with the mother country. A 
party there have used every exertion to draw the attention of all classes to us ; 
and I understand they have succeeded in a wonderful manner. The name of a 
West Indian is almost a reproach ; and the word Slavery is made use of to ex- 
cite every angry feeling against us. We all know the power of jmblic opinion.*' 
" Yield to public opinion — by that means you will save yourselves from ruin. 
Let the people of England see that you elect men to represent you, who will 
fairly consider every proposition made by His Majesty's Ministers, and accede 
to them when they can do so. Let every unkind feeling be banished ; and let us, 
by yielding to public opinion, allow the outcry of the party in England to pass over 
and be forgotten. Let our Legislature endeavour to improve our slave law, and suit 
it to our present mild discipline. While we have a trud by jury, we need not fear 
to pass the Slave evidence Bill, and the time will come when we shall wonder why 
we hesitated,*** 

C. N. PALLMER, Esq. — rights of negroes. 

The election of Mr. Pallmer for the county of Surry, has led to seve- 
ral insertions in the County Chronicle, by some able friend of our cause, 
who styles himself " a Surry freeholder." In that of the 18th July, 
appears a letter addressed to Mr. P. bearing that signature, and which evi- 
dently proceeds from no weak or unskilful combatant. We transcribe as 
much of it into our pages as we can now find room for. After adverting 
to some points of merely local interest, this able writer thus proceeds : 

^* I shall now give a sketch of those general principles, the value of which it 
is extremely probable that the obstinacy of the Colonists will cause, at no distant 
time, to be brought to the test of a competent tribunal. Of the negroes in the 
West Indies — some are unoffending helpless foreigners, carried thither by an 
act of piracy, and forcibly detained in a state of slavery, in violation of the 
general principles of the Law of Nations, which we recognise as a civilized 
people. That is the only law by which the question of slavery, as it affects them. 

Pile prefers a similar claim. Mr. Stewart prefers no claim for compensation either for the day given 
in lieu of Sunday, or for admitting the slaves to the privilege of giving evidence ; and with him the 
West Indians in England concur. The present writer claims nothing for the day substituted for Sunday ; 
but for allowing slaves tn give evidence, there must be *' a full and ample compensation secured."— 
Another writer in the same paper says, " There appears to be one way of escape left— let the ameliora- 
tion bill be passed with as little alteration as the utmost degree of conciliating prudence can justify. 
But let there be a clause which shall fix its operation to commence one month after a pledge of indem- 
nity, made on the part of the British nation, shall be officially announced against all loss." A third 
writer in the Gazette of the preceding week writes thus :— " Compensation must precede emancipation, 
or any other proposition from the British Government. Mr. Canning cannot forget that the Negro 
slaves are our own absolute property, and that we paid for them, as well as his honour paid /or his horses ; 
and that we expect a reimbursement of our money ; and that we mil not conform to measures which may 
prove detrimental to our interests ; or, at least, if we are compelled to yield to these outrageous or ex- 
perimental laws, let it not be said that we have lent a hand to our own destruction." 

• In other words—" Avert tl«e threatened interference of Parliament by soft words and apparent 
compliances. Mere enactments, unsupported by adequate sanctions, experience has proved to us, may 
be safely hazarded. Whatever the enactments be it matters not, while the administration rests with us. 
While we have our trial by Jury, (from which all but the Wfiites are excluded,) and while our Judges 
are Planters, what have we to fear? What signify the mere terms of a law, when that law is subjected 
to the sure operation of the esprit du corps^boih in Judge and Jury? The more liberal these terms, the 
better secured shall we be from any efficient controul-and by thus yielding to public opinion, we shall 
surmount the present crisis, until the outcry of the party in England shall pass over and h% forgotten." 
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can be tried nrllb any &lieiT of justice. Whalerei may have been their codJiliua 
in AiVicB, we know tbeni only aa iDaocenl strangers, who, wben tbey sailed on 
boanl British shi|>s beraro the oipress abolition of the slave trade, passed nece*- 
larily through the jarisdictioD u( the Britisb Court of Admiralty on the high seaa, 
and irom that momeni, at all eventB, became as free as iftliey had arrived in the 
Kirer Thames. Onring the voyage these unhappy human beings could he treated 
as staves by no law but that of brutal force, for they were legally free ; and, if 
they were carried on and sold in the Islands, it was as to them an act of piracy, 
without «equiring any declaratory law tn make it so, as far as tbeir inalienable 
rights were concfirned. They were hamilesa aliens, pirated on the high seas, 
and the piracy and the pirate were coutmiied in the person of the Colonist, who 
booghl atolen buinan beings knowing them to have been slalen. These helpless 
foreigners owe no alle^ance to the authority which oppresses them ; they are 
still under the prolectioa of the law of nations, a fact which would quickly he 
hrought to our notice by the able and accomplished diplomatists of the lllaak 
republic of Mayti, if they shonld discover that any of their own people were so 
detained. Among civiliaed nations, the natural rights of uaoffendiug aliens are 
not the less sacred and unextiaguisbable, because no powerful arm is stretched 
out to support them. If they are held In slavery, it can only be by a most cruel 
and violent usurpation, because tiiey are weak, and not by any law which ean, 
hy the remotest possibility, impose obligations on them. If they are put [o denth 
for asserting, or indeed for talking about asserting their natural rights, the acl is 
us entirely an act of murder as when a pirate fires upon his prisoners because 
they are not willing to submit to his injustice. Those of the negroes who are 
nut oliiiDS are the bom suhject^ of the British Crown, held in slavery, incredible 
as it might seem, by other British suttjecta ; and ia many instances these op- 
pressed victims are also Christians. Born within the King's allegiance, whatever 
may be the colour of their skins, they possess, as their birthright, all the general 
rights of Englishmea ; Uiey owe an allegiance to their King, with which a atate 
of slavery is incompatible ; they are only British colonists of a darker com- 
pleiion. If the stroag hand of oppression has degraded and brutalized them to 
its purposes, the rapid progress in intellectual advancement made by the people 
of Uayti, within these few years, may serve to shew of what the negroes are 
capable in a state of liberty. The totul loss of all mental and moral energy, 
which marks the condition of the enslaved captives of thi^ piratical Slates of 
Africa, may also shew that white men, reduced to the same deplorable situation, 
have little superiority to boast of, excepting those who may have had the advan- 
tages of previuua education, or are buoyed up with Uie hope of a speedy deli- 
verance. But the lights of onr Black feUow subjects are forcibly withheld from 
them, becaose our own Municipal Cuiirls have no authority out of England ; and 
in the Colonial Courts justice is denied them by the law of the strongest. It was 
because the barbarians at Algiers acted on the same principle towards foreigners, 
that England laid their town in ruins, and raised tu the dignity of a viscount the 
brave man wlio was made the minister of her wrath. That we should be equally 
alive to the sufferingB of British subjects in our colonies is neither quackery nor 
hypocrisy. The Colonial Legislatures have not, and never could possess in their 
petty jurisdictions, a power to make laws extinguishing the civil existence of 
unoflending British subjects by thousands and hundreds of thousands— a pow^r 
not within the competence of the Legislature of the mother country Itself to 
exercise or to delegate to others. Such a power would at once annihilate the 
British Constitution, and scatter our social compact to the winds. Have the 
colonists yet to learn that tjieir powers, like those of the States of Jersey and 
Guernsey, or indeed like those of every parish and corporation, are limited to 
regulations by which no paramount rights are invaded 7 Do the inhabitants of 
those colonies, which we possess by conquest, imagine that, in time of war, they 
could vote themselves the adherents of those countries to which they formerly 
l>elonged,on the ground that their ancient laws and privileges were guaranteed 
. to Ihem ? Have the conquered and the sellled colonies yet to learn that their 
buccaneer pretension to make what laws Ihey please, might with as much pro- 
priety extend itself to the right, foundeil on the old practice of holding white 
meu in slavery, of sending to labour in their fields as staves the crews of French 
r Amerir-on vessels driven by stress of weather into their ports, anil of con- 
demning lUeir ships as lawful jirixe? This pretensiim hn.' no limits: it is nut 
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allegiance, but independence; and when it consigns British subjects or unoffend- 
ing foreigners to a state of slavery, it is the independence of Algiers. But it is 
said that England has herself, by Acts of Parliament, created negro slavery : 
this, to the best of my recollection, is not a correct statement of the fact, though 
it is, I am afraid, too true that this country has in several of her Statutes, recog« 
nized the slavery of British subjects, m an eooisting state of things in our colonies, 
by a sort of indirect connivance. This does not vary the general question ; it 
only affords ground for a fair claim to compensation. Beyond this indirect con- 
nivance the Legislature of England could not go, and this strange aj^jifaiialy of 
its having gone so far can only be explained by the supposition that, at the time, 
the House of Commons was well stocked with slave owners, whose ideas of the 
true principles of the British Constitution were confused by conflicting princi- 
ples, imbibed during their residence in the West Indian Islands, and confirmed 
by the long habit of treating their fellow-subjects as mere goods and chattels. 
A custom has grown up among us, which permits persons who hold their fellow- 
subjects in slavery to become the Legislators of the freest country in the 
world ; but it is a custom liable to the most serious objections, and one which 
all men who take the principles of the British (Constitution for their guide will 
at all times view with jealousy and dissatisfaction. Of the virtual disqualifica- 
tion there can be no doubt ; but this is high matter, and will appear with more 
propriety in a general address to the Electors of England, on the great increase 
of slave-owners in the new Parliament." 

RESTRICTIONS ON TRADE, IN FAVOUR OF SLAVE-LABOUR. 

The following communication on the ruinous effect of the restrictions 

on trade, and especially of those intended to favour the produce of 

Slave-labour, is extracted from a late number of the Times, 

Sir, — I- have read with deep interest your remarks on the distress of our 
labouring population. You have adverted to the evils of pauperism, which are 
continuing, without even an attempt at a remedy, to destroy the comforts and 
morals of our peasantry ; you have also dwelt on the evils arising from the mo- 
nopoly of corn enjoyed by the landholders. But you have overlooked another 
subject, highly worthy of your attention as connected with the existing distress : 
I mean the monopoly in the trade of tea, sugar, and coffee, — next to corn, the 
articles of most general consumption. If China were thrown open to our com- 
merce, and its immense tea^trade were set at liberty, a powerful impulse would 
be given to our manufacturin-g industry. For this, however, we must probably 
wait till the expiration of the East India Company's charter. But can any ade- 
quate reason be assigned for continuing the protecting duties, in favour of colo- 
nial produce, of 10s. per cwt. on East India sugar, and 28s. per cwt. on East 
India Coffee — a tax equal to fifty per cent, on the prime cost of these articles, 
and therefore in reality a tax equal to fifty per cent, on the export of our manu- 
factures to that country ? The export of our manufactures to India, since the 
partial renewing of the trade to that country, has already increased at a pro- 
digious rate, and it is obviously checked in its progress, only by the want of 
returns, in effect by the absurd restrictions which forbid us to receive and con- 
sume their sugar and coffee. Is it not absolute infatuation thus to shut against 
ourselves, to such an extent, the market of a hundred millions of consumers, 
who are also our fellow-subjects, in order to favour a handful of planters in our 
slave colonies, who have no claim upon us for such a costly sacrifice, except that it 
is required to repay to them the destruction of human life which slavery causes ? 
And this policy is the more to be deplored, because, while it serves to starve 
our manufacturers, and to depress our eastern empire, it aggravates the miseries 
and swells the mortality of the unhappy slaves in our colonies. The interests 
of humanity are here most clearly in unison with the dictates of that sound and 
enlightened policy which his Majesty's ministers, except when impeded by the 
parliamentary influence of colonial slave-holders are solicitous to pursue. Even 
if we were disposed to make light of the sufferings of the slaves, or of the claims 
of the Hindoos, we surely will not turn a deaf ear to the cries of our feuuished 
And perishing population. 
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Many of our readers, without doubt, retain n lively recollection of 
the atrocities which ihe lleport of the Fiscal of Berbice, printed last jear 
by order of Ihe House of Commons, shewed to have been perpetrated in 
that Colony. In tlie postscript to a pamphlet, entitled " The Slave 
Colonies of Great Britaiti, or a picture of Negro Slavery, drawn by the 
Colonists themselves,"* a brief view was g^iven of its details, which were 
described as admitting' " us into the interior, the very penetralia of the 
slave system, there exhibited, in all its height, and length, and breadth, 
and depth of deformity." 

The exposure of these atrocities has powerfully excited the indigna- 
tion of the Colonists, not against the perpetrators of them, but agninst 
those who called to them tlie attention of the public. Even some 
Members of Parliament, while they expressed disgust and horror at the 
revolting details contained in this Report, took pains to weaken their 
effect, by attempting to throw discredit on the motives of those who pub- 
lished the abstract of (hem just referred to. 

Since that time, a more formidable adversary has appeared in the per- 
son of the Fiscal of Beibice himself, the very officer on whose authority 
the whole statement rested. The Council of that Colony, at a meeting 
held on the 1 Ith of Jannary 1826, Resolved, on the motion of the HoH. 
Simon Frazer, " That, in consequence of the very injurious observaliooi . 
reflecting on the character and conduct of the inhabilants of this Colony, 
arising from certain reports of his Honour the Fisciil, relative to com- 
plaints made to him by the uegroes, transmitted to his Majesty's 
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B ft most imperfeet Btale, diey (bought it but just, Aatn 
Colonists, who were Dot only dis|}09ed to court inquiry, but aaxious for 
the itrictest scrutiny, should have every opportunity aft'orded fhem, to 
rebut (he charges of Ikeir calumniators;' and thai, theiefore, the 
Governor should be requeited to call upon the Fiscal for a detailed 
report or the nature of the inquiry, instituted either by him, or the Court 
of CtimiDal Justice, into the complaints alluded to, as also of ibe final 
judgments in each case, in order to meet, fairlv, the unqualified attacks, 
vhich there is too much reason to believe, will be levelled ag:ainst the 
West India character, founded on garbled and imperfect documents." 

In obedience to this Resolution of Council, the FiECal drew up a 
■econd report, which having been transmitted to Lord BathursI, naa 
been Bubsequently printed by order of the House of Commons. A copy 
of it is now before us, and we would say of it, in general, that in- 
■tead of at all serving the purpose of lis prompters, which was to relml 
the charges against West Indian humanity end justice, founded on the 
original report of the Fiscal, it lends to confirm, and even to aggravate 
those charges. 

This report, thus produced with the view of whilewashing the Colo- 
nial System, is accompanied by a letter from the Fiscal to the Governor, 
which merits particular attention. It is dated the 21st January, 1826. 

" My Lord BatliurBt," he Baya, " was pleaeed to desire bis ExcellCDcy, 
Lieutenant-Governor Beard, to direel me to forward, for Ihe pnrpoflo of l>eing 
laid before the House or Commons, copies of the complaints of slaieE, made at 
loy alRce from the year 1814, to the date of his Lordsliip's diepalch. 

"It is with deep regret that I Lave pprceived from many of Ihe puhiic prints in 
Great Brilaia, tbal garbled statements of some of these complaints have been 
made public,! and from tlie inflammatorf manner in which they are stated in the 
■peerhee at a meeting at Norfolk, tanDOt fail to excite indignation against the 
discliarge of the duties of my office, as well as tlie uioil mi/oHnded prejudice 
against individuals of respectability in this Colony. Together with some of the 
complaiotB of slaves transmitted by me, are the refuliitinDg j but in all ciae* 
braoffht /nrward, such are carefully kept in the bark ground. t 

" In cases where 1 found there was runndaliou for complaint, I deemed it 1117 
duty to bring it before the Court of Criminal Jnstice, the soprenic tribunal of the 
Colony, where his Excellency presided, and when once removed there, the com- 
plaint anddeciBion upon it became a matter of public record, and consequently 
totally unncceseary to form any part of the private memorandums, which, as I 
Stated in my teller to the Lieutenant-Governor, I merely kept, for my own aatia- 
faotion, my office not forming one of public record,^ nor were the slightest me- 
moranda handed tD me of the proceedings of my predecessors. This, t hope, 
will account for Ibe apparently imperfect state in which these complaints were 
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„. In regttril to llie asBertionB (if snino of tlia gpcakeri at tbia tneet- 
jng, that thfy had their inrormation from the Fiscal, I positively declare, I never 
dirertly or IndireFll;, lield any coTrespomlFncr or communicatiaa nith the gen- 
. tlemen in question ;' and ag tolbe unTounded assertion, that neeroes, coming to 
my office to oomplain, were generally flogged by way of redress, I hesitate not to 
say, is a malicioiis falsehood.! I have eixleen years discharged the duties of my 
a conscientious manner, consistent with my duty to my Sovereign ; 
I I have great pleasure in stating, that in none of his Majesty's Colonies, are 
slaves better treated than in this ;t every facility is afforded them to prefer 
ir complaints, and when Ihey are founded, tbe records will shew the exemplary 
ner in iihich transgressors are puoisbed-l It is unnecessary for me to ob- 
> to your Excellency, how much negroes are in the habit of exaggerating 
their complaints, and, indeed, how very often they are unfounded ; nine limes in 
ten they proceed from the most indolent and worthless negroes on the' estates, 
and are generally contiadicled by the better behaved negroes.|| I will only tres- 
pass further on your Excellency's lime, hy obseritng, that when enmptaints are 
nnferred by me to the superior tribnoals, I am no longer a judge in sucU 
s hut merely the prosecutor ; and, as I deem it my duty, in cases of im- 
porlanie, to resort lo this mode of proceeding, it will further account to your Ex- 
cellency for my decisions not being noted in many cases, "fl 

Let las uovr proceed to examine this pretended vindicatioa of the 
ialiabitaDla, and of the judicial adntinislration, of Berbice, and see to 
what it amouDts. 

1. The case of Mrs. Saoders, (see Slave Coloniea, p. 104, lOS.) is 
stated in nearly the same lerms as in the lirst Report, p. S ; any varia- 
tions being merelj verbal. The only part ihat is new, is the residt 
which is thus given: "From the foregoing examinations, it wns proved 
by the evidence of the overseer, on oath, that Mrs. Sanders had not 
confined any of the negroes in shackles: the other charges appeared 
to be satisfactorily made out." Now the evidence of the overseer. 
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yrm?ts thmt he was regularly absent firom home, atteDding tha wood- 
cutters in the woods, from Monday morning to Saturday night; and 
was at home only from Saturday night to Monday morning. He says, 
that in Mr. Sanders* life-time, he had often seen the slaves confined in 
shackles, their ancles and wrists cross-ways ; but he had never 
seen it since. Again, he says, '' I never saw it, or heard of it, since 
Mr. Sanders* death ;** and this statement, made by a man who admits 
that he had no opportunity of witnessing how Mrs. Sanders may have 
acted towards the negroes, except on the Sunday, is considered by the 
Fiscal, as provimg that the concurrent testimony of nine negroes, wbo 
are found to have given correct evidence in every other particnlar, 
(their other charges having been satisfactorily made out) was untrue in 
diis. ft is absolutely impossible to read the consistent statements of 
these nine negroes on the subject, and compare it with the overseer's 
merely negative testimony as to one fact, and that under circumstances 
which made it impossible he should be cog^sant of it, without astonish- 
nent at the Fiscal's conclusion. Wlienever the overseer had any oppor- 
tunity of knowing the facts, he confirms the testimony of the slaves. In 
the only case, in which he had no such opportunity, his statement that 
he knew nothing of it is admitted as proof of the falsehood of the charge 

It is, however, satisfactory to find, that Mrs. Sanders did not escape 
on this occasion with impunity. She was convicted of starving and nc 
-clothing her slaves, and of forcing them to work on Sundays ; and was 
therefore made to pay a sum of 1,812 guilders, of penalty and costs, 
being nearly 140/. sterling. This is a fact now communicated for the 
first time : the money however, was paid, not as a reparation to the 
slaves, but as a fine to the public treasury. 

2. No attempt is made to explain the reason why various other atro- 
cities, perpetrated by the same lady, met with no punishment (See Slave 
Colonies, p. 105, 106.) " The Fiscal,** (p. 8, of his 2nd Report) says 
he, *^ can trace no minute of decision thereon, nor any charge of ex- 
pences incurred for investigration. He therefore concludes, that the 
complaint was groundless, and was dismissed accordingly.*' This is 
certainly a very hasty conclusion, as his own minutes, contained in the 
first Report, will clearly testify. These exhibit internal evidence that 
his present hypothesis on the subject is directly opposed to fact. One 
of the complamants, the Fiscal himself admits (1st Report, p. 32,) to 
have the proof of his complaint '' visible on his posteriors,** and the 
charge of forcing the slaves to work on the Sundays is fully admitted 
by the son of their mistress, the manager of her estate. ( ^- p- 54.) In 
the Fiscal's anxiety to exculpate this Is^dy, he suggests a very charitable, 
but untenable construction of a part of the evidence, given in the 1st 
Report, (p. 61.) Her son had said, that ** David had been flogged 
under his feet with tamarind rods, on account of kis back being cut 
npJ* Oh, says the Fiscal, " this does not imply that the negro's 
back was sore from any punishment he had received from Mrs. Sanders, 
bat tit order to shame David.** He ought, however, to have told us 
why flogging on the feet should be regarded, by the poor slave in Ber- 
bice, as more shamefid than flogging on those parts which, every where 
else, it is thought the m^st shameful to expose and lacerate. 
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"l^e next 'caie is that of four women, on Pluat&tioa Quilderlaixir. 
(See Slave Colonies, p. 106, and the Fiacal's 1st Report, p. 13.) The 
result which was withheld in the first report is now given. " The Fiscal," 
we are told, " has a perfect recollectioa ;" (the occurrence, be il remem- 
bered, had taken place seven years before ; we may therefore fairly dis- 
trust the perfectness of his recollection, id a case where his own charac- 
ter is at stake, and where there can be no fear of contradiction.) " The 
Fiscal has a perfect recollection of having attended on Plantation Guil- 
detland, in consequence of these complamls, which were greatly exag- 
geratad." He does not state in what respect they were exaggerated, or 
what proof there was of exaggeraiioD. " He examined the field work, and 
found that, on such of the cotTee-beds as were weeded by women having 
children, there was on each such bed additional hands." Now, though 
this may have been the case on the day on which the Fiscal visited the 
estate, how can he certainly infer from that circumstance, that on ihe 
previous days to which alone the complaint of the women related, it 
had not been otherwise? The only evidence he adduces, in answer to 
the heavy charges preferred by the four women, (namely, that they, 
though suckling orpregoant, had beenrfn'aen to keep up with the gang, 
and punished for failing,) is that of the parlies accused,— the driver and 
the overseer. After hearing ikis evidence, " the Fiscal interposed his 
authority, directing that the children, in future, be given in charge of 
careful nurses ; and the complaint was herewith dismissed," Nothing 
can be more unsatisfactory than such a result of such a case, even upon 
the Fiscal's own shewing. 

4. The case of Jane (Slave Colonies, p. 106, and 1st Report, p. 14.) 
is thus explained: On the 10th of February, 1826, (seven years after 
the transaction had occurred) Mr.Bourmester, the master of Jane, " is 
required to attend at ihe Fiscal's office, and inquired of," (there being 
evidently no record remaining) " if he had any remembrance of the 
result of this investigation, he having answered it on. behalf of his 
house-keeper, Grace. Me stated, that he perfectly recollected tlie case 
to have been exaggerated ;" (doubtless, that would be his impression,) 
" but not having been able to prove to the Fiscal's satisfaction, that 
the complaint of the negress Jane was unfounded,* the Fiscal had in- 
sisted on his paying a fine on behalf of Grace ;" — the amount of which 
fine is not mentioned. 

5. The next is l\if\*. shocking case of the negress Minkie. No one 
who has once read it t.«n have forgotten it. It will be found at p. 107, 
of the Slave Colonies, and p. 14, of the 1st Report of the Fiscal. 
This Minkie is the wretched creature of whom the Fiscal says, that she 
eshibited her posteriors, which were covered with a plaister, and lace- 
rated to that degree that the Court directed her not to uncoverit. The 
retult of this case, which is now given us for the first lime in the 2nd 
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ftnxRt (p. 10,) fiimiiEet another most striking illustration of llie e 
ana oppressiTe nature of the West lodia system, and which alone was 
wanting to complete the picture of horror which the previons details of 
it had presented. "Hia Honour, the President, and the Court," we 
are told, ''were highlv indignant at the treatment of this female. No 
evidence, howerer, could be obtained to convict the proprietor (Mr. 
Jones) of having inflicted a severer punishment than that jiTescribed bif 
taw." It is added, " the Court are full; satisfied that the unlbrtu* 
nate female slave has been flogged in a moit severe and cniel manrter, 
and to her sufferings, by her master's own confession" (who indeed, 
seemed to glory in his barbarily)" was added the breaking of her moutli 
in a most brutal manner." Her master was then directed to lake her 
Jrom the castody of the under sheriff, on payment of Ike fees. She 
was returned, that is to say, into tlie power of this monster, by order of 
the Court. 

Now, consider all the horrors of this clear and unambiguous case of 
cruelty, and the impunity which has attended it, and then say, whether 
the detestable system of law which can screen sach conduct (not denied, 
but avowed) from justice, is any lon;^er to be endured. That we should 
hare endured it so long, may well make us tremble when we recollect 
tfaat God is the avenger of the desolate and oppressed. 

But the savage master was not proved, it seems, to have offended 
against the Zaw,— this is true ; nay, he had done nothing more than the 
law expressly authorises every master to do. At his own caprice^ foi 
no earthly crime that even he himself could specify, he lacerated " in 
a most severe and cruel manner," the naked body of this unprotebted 
and unoffending female; but so long as it could not be proved that the 
number of stripes exceeded thirty-nine, however " well they were laid 
on," to use his own brutal expression of triumph ; however deep they 
cut into the flesh, and though he broke her mouth besides ; — no punish- 
ment could reach him ; nay, the law, (what a disgusting mockery of 
lavtl) the law actually protected and sanctioned his crime. And yet, 
says Mr. Benuet, the Fiscal, and we believe him, "in none of his Ma- 
jesty's colonies are the slaves better treated than in this." Let the full 
import of these words be weighed. We have been told, by no mean 
authority in colonial matters,' as a palliation of these evils, that atroci- 
ties are perpetrated in England as well as in the West Indies ; but we 
challenge all the advocates of the colonial system, whether in or out of 
office, to produce any case, be it in law or practice, which will bear 
the remotest comparison to this transaction. It deserves to be well 
studied. It is an admirable illustration of the innate flagitiousneas of 
that abominable institution, which still finds so many plausible and cold 
blooded advocates among us, and which, owing to their false and delu- 
sive statements, is still permitted to flourish in most mischievous vigour 
in one of the fairest portions of the British Dominions. 

6. Tommy's case is not adverted to in the pamphlet called the Slave 
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Colonies, but it will be found at p. 9, of llie Fiscal'a finl report. 
Tommy, a cooper, had been flogged, not, it aeems, in the opinion of ths 
Fiscal who inspected bim, with any peculiar severity, iliough at^er the 
flogging, his buttocks had been washed with brine, and be locked up in 
this stale oflaceradon erery night in tlie stacbs. Let any one but picture 
to himself ihe torture a poor wretch must endure confined in the stocka, 
nigiit after night, with the very part of his body which a sitting posture 
must chiefly affect, lacerated WJtb the cart-whip; and this torture in- 
flicted, not by any grave judicial sentence, but by the caprice of a 
certain Mr. William Fraser, himself accuser, judge, jailor, and execu- 
tioner. When Tommy, however, was flogged, a white man happened 
to be present, who had taken the pains, after a time, to count the lashes. 
His testimony is thus given : Tommy had appropriated to himself, in 
the boiling house, where he was at work, about half a pound of svi/ar' 
" Mr. Fraser ordered the drivers, Tommy, and Acarra, to flog cooper 
Tommy. He was tied down to stakes and flogged. To the best of iut 
knowledge he received ^ort^'Oti« lashes: I counted them. He appeared 
much cut. I have seen negroes flogged before, but never with so much 
severity, / did not count the previous cracks of the whip," (Tommy 
had affirmed that a hundred lashes were given him,) " but thp forty-one 
fashes, which I can correctly speak of, I counted as those which cut him 
pn the bottom." Thus far the Fiscals first report went. In his present 
report, he gives ua the result. This result consists partly of a letter 
from the Fiscal, dated 10th February, 1826, {seven years after the 
investigation had taken plave,) announcing to William Fraser, that, 
leaving puniabed his slave Tommy excessively, he must pay a Gne of 
300 guilders, with sixty-nine guilders for costs. If there be no mistake 
in the date of the Fiscal's letter, it would appear as if the infliction of 
the fine bad only beei^ thought of in consequence of the clamour excited, 
in this country, by that genileman's first report. But even supposing 
it to be otherwise, how strongly does the circumstance mark the capri- 
.cious inequality of the law 1 The master of Minkie receives uo punish- 
ment, because, notwithstanding all the other aggravating circumstances 
of the case, it cannot be proved that he exceeded thirty-nine stripea. 
Mr. Fraser is fined because it is proved that he inflicted two more than 
that number. But that this punishment should havt^ been sustained by 
him not in 1819, hui, as the Fiscal's letter would indicate, in 182G, ia 
not a little extraordinary. Notwithstanding however, the grossness of 
,the case, and the very disproportionate severity of the punishment, had 
Mr. Fraser spared the two last strokes of the whip, he would not have 
,had one guilder to pay. 

7, The case of Brutus js given at p. 108, of the Slave Colonies, and 
at p. 30, of the Fiscal's Ist Report. It is the case of a father, who 
alleged he had been flogged for having refused to subject a young ^rl, 
his daughter, to the manager's lust. The result of this atrocious case is 
nqw given. The manager, Robert Macdermott, denied having flogged 
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SiiituB on' aiiy other Bcoount but the neglect df duty. TIw'pAt^ciiliii 
neglect however, is not speciftedfor which he had flogged him. With this 
exception, he does not deny any one of the Atcts of the case. He does 
not deny, that is to say, that on the Friday lie asked Brutus to prosti- 
tute his daughter to him ; that Brutus refused to do so ; and that o 
the next day, Saturday, he flogged Brutus. He does not deny this : Ii 
only says, the flogging was not for the refusal of his daughter's person, but 
for neglect of duty. The raoral presumptions, however, were so strong 
against him on this point, and independently of this, his actual and 
admitted delinquencies had been so dagrant, that we might at least 
have expected he would have beea removed from the estate. No such 
thing : the Fiscal refers ihe matter, it seems, to the attorney of the 
estate, Mr. Bethune. Mr. Bethune assures the Fiscal, as we are nov 
told, " that he had been on the estate, and had used every endeavour to 
discover if Brutus had received punishment on account of his having 
refused his daughter to the manager, but had failed; and on the 
assurance of the attorney, that, if this charge could have been brought 
home, he would have instantly discharged the manager from the estate, 
the Fiscal forbore inquiry, afler admonishing the manager on his con- 
duct," Oh, most lame and impotent conclusion I Tlie Fiscal deputes 
the duty of investigation in this atrocious transaction to another, an 
extra-judicial person, perhaps a friend of the accused, and, on hit 
neutral statement, he himself forbears all further inquiry He even 
takes no pains to ascertain the crime for which this poor old man had 
actually been flogged. In short, the only evidence produced in oppo- 
sition to the direct and rousisteat testimony of several witnesses od the 
other side, fully establishing the overt acts, and to all the probatnlitieB 
of the case, is a mere negation, unsubstantiated by any one circumstance 
whatever, on the part of the accused, of the motive attrihuled to him ; 
while his statement on this point is divested of all claim to credit by the 
admitted profligacy of his whole conduct. And yet, on such grounds, 
does the official protector of the slaves forbear all further inquiry into 
this aggravated case of injury and outrage. 

8. The case of seven slaves, belonging to Mr, Elwes, will be found at 
p. 109, of the Slave Colonies, and p. 17, of the Fiscal's 1st Report. 
The case is one of very peculiar aggravation. The result is contained in 
a letter from the Fiscal to the President of the Court of Criminal 
Justice, in which he slates that he found the complaints of compulsory 
labouron the Sunday, and of harsh treatment, fully substantiated. " 1 
therefore, prohibited him," he says, " from insisting on their doing work 
on Sunday." " I also prohibited the further use of the Carracarra, in 
the presence of the gang; and directed that if these orders were not 
punctually obeyed, they should cause the same to be represented to the 
aeU Burgher Officer." No penalty of any kind was exacted in this case 

utrage, and of admitted violation of Colonial law. 

LOW come to the case of the four negroes of Mr. Katz, which is 
•taled in The Slave Colonies, p. 109, and in ihe Fiscal's Report, p. 19. 
In the Fiscal's second Report, the statement contained in ihe Jirst 
is repeated without variation or addition; wJiy, we know not. We 
iMlHrally especled (o find some good reason given for the Fiscal's hav- 
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ing puniehed'tbe compliina&ts, ooe with fifty, and fbree' with aeventy- 

five lashes eacli, in hia own presence, in the market place. Gut no 
reason is given that is at ail satisraciory. One of the complainants is 
said to have prevaricated, hat even if seventy-five lashes were deemed an 
adequate infliction for an act of prevarication, (the particulars of which 
are not stated,) yet the four ought not to have been pnnished for tlie pre- 
varication of one. The testimony against ihem, and on which they were 
thus severely lacerated, was the testimony also of the accused parties, 
and that not given on oath. 

10. The case of seven negroes belonging to Rosehall, (Slave Colonies, 
p. 110, and Isl Report, p. 20.) is repeated verbatim. The only addi- 
tion is a note from the Fiscal to the Burgher Officer of the district, 
desiring him " to visit the plantation, and investigate the complaint, 
and if the grievance does exist, afford redress; or, if unfounded, direct 
such panishment as the case may appear to require." We are left in the 
dark as to the result From the tenor, however, of the Fiscal's com- 
munication to the Burgher Officer, he appears to have most unfairly 
prejudged the case. On the ground of a letter from the manager, the 
very man of whose oppression the elaves complained, the Fiscal deems it 
probable, that " the complaint it unfounded," and refers the complainanis, 
with the weight of this most unwarranted prejudication hanging over 
them, to the decision of his delegate. 

1 1. The next case has made much noise in the world, and has led to 
much abuse of Lord Suffield and others, for having cited it precisely as 
it stands in the Fiscal's first Report. It is the case of Rosa or Roosje, 
whom the manager, Mr. Grade, had ordered the driver to flog " till the 
blood should fly out." She was then far advanced in pregnancy; and 
was delivered three days af\er of a dead child. (Slave Colonies, p. 110, 
and first Report, p. 25-27.) In the second Report, which we expected 
would have explained away the whole aSiiir, we have a mere repetition 
of the chief details contained in the first. As this case has been adduced 
as a proof of unfairness on the part of the abolitionists, we will give 
the whole of it as slated in the later and deliberately amended report of 
the Fiscal. The grossness of the details must be excused in consider- 
ation of their importance. 



to pick coffee in the logiea, l)]r order of the 
I slie was too big (too far advanced in preg- 
I comply with the order ; she went and 
'clock our noik wan eiamined, aod the 
1 Bog ua ; it whs done with the whip 
me, he said to the manager, this 



" Rooaje states, she wai 
manageT ; iiho represented 
nanc;) to stoup. Manager directed her 
picked coffee* on her knees. Al eleven 
manager directed the driver, Soodag, 
doubled. Wlien Sondag, the driver, c . 

voman i» rather big with child; themaaagci teplied, give it to her till the blood 
Sies out. I was flogged with the carracBTTaa. This happened on Friday: I 
went to the Geld on Saturday. I told (he driver I could not work aa I had a 
pain in mj loins : he directed me to go to the manager. I did go,aDd was sent 
to the hospital ; remained there a day ; the doctor eiamined me, and said there 
was notliing the matter with me, and that eitliaj; down was not good. I n'ent to 
the field, was pat npon a row with another to help me ; on Sunday evening I 
ndscurled ; I was Gve months gone with child ; the laboar wu beavy ; the mid- 
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wttb bad to Ibrce the child Trom me ; the cbiltl was dead, one eye wm ont, tfae 
ana broken, and a stripe vigible OTer the bead, which mnBt have been dooe by 
the nhip daabletL The doctor came to attend me on Mondny momiDC ; the 
diild KBS not leea by him, it was barieil ; he preacribed for me ; Ike child was 
WKii bj Aiiaanlje. Claarlje, aod Marj Aone; I was auUled by ■islei' Cls&rt^; 
the regalar midwife, Marj Aone, did not attend me, as I woi taken suddenly ; 
she WHS sent fur, however, and eaw the child. 

" The erjdence of J. II. Eenhuys. assistant aorgeon to Dr. Westerreld, fjtus- 
tMoner and medical atteodaal of plantation L'Eiperance, states, tlwt ke 
Tiailed tiie woman Roosje, early ia the moiniDg uftlie I4tli March : she infbniied 
■ne she had miscanied the evening before ; I eiamined, and prescribed for her. 
A few days previous to this occorrence, 1 saw Roosje in the sick bouse, she was 
complaining, aod pregnant, I thought, between three and faar moDlhs gone 
with child. 1 experience that Buny women miscarry from not taking exerdse, 
and contracting lazy habits : thinking this was the case with her, I directed her 
to take exercise. 1 did not see the child, I believe it was buried. I enqoiied if 
she had been delivered of the after birth, and being informed by the midwife and 
an old woman sbe had, I directed something for Rooaje, and went away. 

" Evidence of Saniiag, driver of plantation L'Esperance, stalee, tiiat the 
womeD were pnt to pick ooffee, a certain qaantity was required, which wa* not 
got. The overseer told me, by order of Mr. Grade, the manager, I waK to 
range the women oat on tbe plankier, and told me to begin and flog them from 
one to another ; I began, and went on till I came to the woman lioosje. I gate 
Ihera abant twelve or tiiirteen stripes with the whip doabled ; on coming to 
Roosje, 1 observed to the manager this woman was pregnant; the manager said, 
go on, that was not my business : I did so, she did not get more tlian Sie rest ; 
I did not flog her with a carracarrBs, it had broken before I came to her : she 
received her punishment with the whip doubled. She miscarried a few nighta 
after this punishment took place; it was inflicted at bieakfast time, at eleven 

o'clock. I did not see the child. Claartje told me the cbiJd was in ■% 

The qaeslion being put to him, ' Whether the manager on hia (the driver's) re- 
presentatioD, that Roosje was pregnant, had made use of the words, neter Hund, 
JUg her till tht blood camei ;' he replied, ' yes, be did.' 

" Evidence of Jonas, Mary Anne, Ariaantje, George, and Claartje, all belong- 
ing to L'Eaperance, luiud and corroborated llie circumstances in '* 
made by Roosje."* 
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XatS ^'a%eld was charged over and over ag&in with tntBrepret«it» 
tion aod exaggeration in his statement of this case : his repiesentation 
of it, however, actually fell below that which staods recorded in the 
Fiscal's book. Besides, not one of the facts there detailed are at all 
questioned, whatever doabt may exist as to the causes assigned for the 
child's mutilation. These may have been incorrectly assigned : of that, 
we are no judges. We give the Fiscal'* own report of the facti as 
they stand on the uncontradicted and cocsistent evidence of eight 
individuals. 

In his first Report the Fiscal left us in entire ignorance of the reailt 
of this investigation. The present report, to our surprise, is equally 
defective. All he states respecting it is this : " The Fiscal deemed it 
his duty to bring the complaint before the Court of Criminal Justice, 
and after collecting all the evidence aud information that could be 
obtained, he filed his criminal demand against C. J. Grade, which with 
the Court's sentence in the above cause, is hereunto attached." (2nd 
Report, p. 16.) The fact is, however, that these documents are not 
given. We have searched every line of this report for tliem in vain. 
We are still, therefore, lel^ in utter ignorance of the punishment which 
Berbice justice may have inflicted on Mr. Grade ; or whether he has 
received any measure of puoisliment whatever, for the enormities so 
clearly proved against him. 

13. Another case is that of two slaves on an estate of Mr. Katz. 
(Slave Colonies, p. 109, 110, and Ut Report, p. 46. and 68.) With 
respect to one of them, the defence of that gentleman is, that Aiaster- 
dara, the negro whom his manager had so heavily punished, that even 
the Fiscal, no novice in these matters, on iospecling his posteriors," 
pronounced him to have had "n severe Jioggin^," was not the ;)r(if«rfy 
of Mr. Katz, but merely Aired by him ; as if thit circumstance ext«nu- 
ated, and did not rather aggravate the cruelty- 

The defence set up with respect to the other slave, named Mur- 
phy, is a per*'""* ' ':, well calculated to impose on the careless 
reader. MurpDy s complaint to the Fiscal bears date the 7th July, 
1823. (Fiscal's 1st Report, p, 58.) For making some noise, he says, 
" ! was locked up, both legs in the Stocks, extended as far as they conW 




be. Id th» positioa, 1 was kept all Suada; and Monday. On ihU 
eveniag I made my escape, and came to complain.'' " Did you ga to 
your master, Mr. Katz," asks ihe Fiscal, " to complain ?" " No, I did 
not;" answers Murphy, " and my reason was, that three negroes had 
gone to complain to Mr. KaU, and without sending for the manager 
they were Bogged and sent back, and the next day one of them was 
again flogged by the manager." The Fiscal, in his manifest anxiety to 
exculpate Mr. Katz from all imputation on his treatment of his slaves, 
brings against Murphy, as a justification of the above proceeding, a 
charge of mutiny, supported by the affidavit of two of Mr. Katz's over- 
seers. It is somewhat singular, however, that he should not have taken 
care to produce an accordance in the dates, at least, of the different 
documents. Now the affidavit in question is dated on the 12lh of 
August, 1823, and refers to a disturbance which the two deponents 
swear to have taken place on the 2nd of that month, nearly four weeks 
after the Fiscal had heard, and disposed of, that complaint of Murphy 
which alone was in question. The two cases, therefore, cannot be the 
same, but necessarily must be perfectly distinct, though the Fiscal 
strangely confounds them. The sentence he pronounced on Murphy, 
in the latest case of the two, wiL certainly not be blamed for its leniency. 
" ife was punished with fifty lashes, and morked in chains attached to 
his ancles for three months." We shall be glad to learn after this, what 
was the punishment inflicted on Mr. Grade, in the case of Roosje. 

13. On the case of Laura, (Slave Colonies, p. Ill, and Fiacal's 1st 
Report, p. 24.) no new light is thrown. 

14. The complaint of Philip and Leander, (Slave Colonies, p. Ill, 
and 1st Report, p. 45.) that the manager of Bertingdigheid, Mr. 
Luyken, had killed all their hogs, stands uncontradicted. The Fiscal, 
however, while he professes to regret this harsh proceeding, is at great 
pains to extenuate, if not vindicate it. We hear much, from the West 



n party, of the right of property conceded to 
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whatsoever. We are told of the indolence of the slaves, and of their u 
willingness to make any eflbrt to better their condition, — can we wonder 
at the fact? Here great efforts had been made, and a valuable property 
had been accumulated, which, in one hour, is annihilated by the merci- 
less and irresistible act of the petty despot of the plantation, whoiie will 
in this case is taw, 

15. The complaint of the negress Jenny, (Slave Colonies, p. 1 12, and 
1st Report, p. 45, 46.) detailing a most atrocious case, we are now told 
by the Fiscal, was referred by him to tiie Court of Criminal Justice. 
"His criminal demand and conclusion having been tiled, the honour- 
able Court decreed the sentence hereunto annexed," Agam, however, 
the Fiscal has disappointed hb ; the documents which he professes to 
give are not annexed ; ws are ihersfore still left in ultet i) 
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the result of thi» most aggravated oaee. Jenny was pregnant ; her 
mistress, Mrs. Elizabeth Atkinson, (her name deserves to be recorded) 
tied her up and beat her, then kicked her, and trampled on her belly, 
locked her hands and I'eet in the stocks, and beat her again. In half 
an hour the poor creature miscarried. Her child, Philip, was also ex- 
tremely ill treated, and not allowed to come near her. The child was 
exhibited to the Fiscal, "toilh marks of severe fiogging ovtr Ike whole 
body." We wish the Fiscal had told us what the punishment was which this 
inhuman mistress was made to undergo, or whether she received any. 

16. The Fiscal attempts to defend himself for his severe conduct 
towards one of Mr, Calmec's negroes, (See Slave Colonies, p. 113, and 
his 1st Report, p, 46, 47.) but he gives no proof in his defence but his 
own assertion, he himself being the parly implicated. The complaints 
of the negro against Mr. Calmer, which were of a very revolting kind, 
are wholly unnoticed, and we conclude, therefore, thai they led lo the 
infliction of no fine on that gentleman. 

1 7. The complaints of General Murray's negroes (Slave Colonies, p. 
113, 114, and 1st Report, 49. 50,66.) are said to have been "greatly 
exaggerated." These words run glibly from the pen, but no proof or 
even speciRcation of the exaggeration is given. By way of exculpating 
General Murray, the Fiscal states that Hopkins, the manager, was dis- 
missed for his misconduct. (See 2nd Report, p. 28.) But if so, how 
will the Fiscal vindicate himself for having inflicted seventy-five lashes 
on two of the complainants against this man, merely beeavse they failed 
to prove their complaints ; (See 1st Report, p. 50.) and although he 
had previously been obliged to reprimand Hopkins for his cruelty to (he 
slaves placed under him, {ib. p. 49.) There is scarcely any one of 
the cases detailed in this remarkable report, which shews more strongly 
the oppressive and untractab I e nature of the slave system than this very 
case of Governor Murray, when it is carefully examined ; nor any in 
which the Fiscal appears to less advantage. 

18. The complaints against William Ross, (Slave Colonies, p. 114. 
116, and Isl Report, p. 60 and 53.) are dismissed in the same sum- 
mary, and most unsatisfactory manner, only that we now learn, for the 
first time, that the complainants were punished, we are not told how or 
wherefore. This might have been anticipated indeed, from the Fiscat's 
prejudicating instructions to his deputy; instructions so framed (See 
Slave Colonies, p. 1 16.) as almost infallibly to ensure such a result. 

19. The complaint against Mr. Spangenburg, (Slave Colonies, p. Ill, 
and 1st Report, p. 37.) is met in the present Report, (p. 18.) merely by 
a statement of the accused, without any attempt at proof, lauding his 
own management, and denying the charge of over-working, of under- 
feeding and clothing, and of cruelly treating his slaves, which had been 
preferred against him. 

20. The case of Scipio (Ist Reporl„p. 11.) is repeated in the 2nd 
Report, (p. 19.) without the slightest variation; why, is not very ob- 

21. The complaints of the negroes on Plantation Berenstein, ars 
simply said to have been "greatly exaggerated." 

22. The complaints of the negroes of Plantation ProUt, (Slave CoU- 
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aies, p. 117, aod 1st Rfpotl, p. 64.) are said to have been refuted. 
The medical practitioner denied that he had vegkcled the sick ; and the 
resull is, that the complainants having "failed to prove any part of 
their statements, two of ihem were flogged, by the Fiscal's order." 
This is West India justice! And yet oo ihe face of the very facts 
brought forward by the Fiscal, as exculpatory of the manager, Mr. 
Hutchinson, and the attorney, Mr. Munro, much of the complaint:! of 
the slaves is satisfactorily established. They complained, on the 27th 
of October, 18'23, of a want of clothing. Tlie refutation of this charge 
coosisM in a statement, that on the 22nd of March, 1 8-22, more than nine- 
teen months before the date of the complaint, each man had had a jacket, 
a hat, one yard of Salampore, and four yards of Osnaburgh ; and each 
vxtnan a jacket, a hat, five yards checks, and five yards of Osnaburgfa. 
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And this was their clothing for nineteen months 1 1 Again their complaint 
of a want of salt fish, is answered by an evasive statement, that in forty- 
three weeks, 101811b. of fish had been purcAosed /or (Ae es/ate. How 
much of it was distributed is not stated, and yet tbe complaint was not 
that RsbhadaotbeenpurcAoserf, but that, though it had been purchased, 
and tliere was fish on the estate, it was not distributed. But, even if 
the whole which was purchased had been distributed, it would only have 
allbrded the regular allowance of three pounds a week to seventy-eight 
slaves. Now we understand, (if we are wrong in this fact, the Fiscal 
can set us right,) the number of slaves attached to the estate is at least 
double this amount. But clothing, it was said, was coming from Eng- 
land, and if the slaves had waited a little longer they would have been 
supplied. Sliil their complaint of an actual want of clothing is only the 
better established by this apology; and to flog them, therefore, for 
making that complaint, seems a most monstrous act of injustice. 

Having now gone through the various particulars of the Fiscal's at- 
tempted vindicaijon, we would take a general view of the facts attend- 
ing It. 

A motion was made in the House of Commons for a return of the 
proceedings of the Fiscal of Berbice, in regard to the complaints of 
masters and slaves respectively, during the preceding ten years. 
The return embraced ouly four of those years, namely, from IB 19 to 
1823. In by far the majority of the cases specified in this return, (in at 
least we may say three-fourths of them,) the Fiscal gave the facts as 
they stood in his minutes of evidence, without stating tbe decision to 
which he had come on a full consideration of those facts. Of about fifty 
cases to which his decision was annexed, it appears, that only niae 
were so far decided in favour of the complainants as that they escaped 
punishment, for having failed to prove their allegations ; and, in forty- 
one cases, the complaiuants underwent severe punishment by the seo- 
tence of the Fiscal, on the ground that their complaints were either un- 
founded or exaggerated ; in short, that they had not been fully proved. 
Outof this immense number of cases, therefore, even with the aid of the 
Fiscal's second report, jfe, as yet, know certainly only of nine in which 
the complainants were not sentenced to punishment: and in which, 
therefore, the judgment of the Fiscal must, on the whole, be consiilered 
as favourable <to uiem. But of these nine, we, as yetpknowcfrfaiii/i/ of 
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only THREE where any punlEhmeni has been inflicted on the personi 
■proved lo have been euitty.' 

But this was hot afl. The Re]>Drt contained a vast variety ofdetailSf 

itat^d In evidence before the Fiscal, and minuted by him, to which no 

contradiction was given, or even doubt appended, but which it was 

■utterly impossible lo peruse without feeling, in cDininoQ with Lord 

Seaford (late Mr. C. H. EI1i»,) the most unmiDgled horror and diagust. 

It was to be presumed, and we couceive is Btill lo be presumed, that 

these unconlradieted stalements are substantially true ; especially as 

■by far the most atrocious and horrific of them are incontestably proved, 

Bnd also admitted to have been true. Taking, however, such only into 

Account as have been thus established, they have not only confirmed all 

'that the abolitionists had asserted of the nature and effects of West 

' ^ndia Slavery, but ihey have actually surpassed every thing which their 

^Tear of being charged with exaggeration had permitted diem to attribute 

-to that system. Those who doubt this have only to point out the single 

' irork of the Anti-Slavery Society, which can bear a moment's compariBon 

'with the Berbice Fiscat's official report, in exciting the abhorrence and io- 

dignationof the reader, as he peruses its unvarnished details. Tothesick.- 

ieninginftuence of those details on the mind, nodeclamation. can add force. 

'They begg;ar the most intense epithets; and produce an impression, 

which no description, however eloquent, could nope to rival in poign- 

'ancy and effect. And it is the climax of these horrors that most of 

hem are not onlynot judicially punished, butare not legally punishable. 

Then these transactions are recent. We had been accused of refer- 

■ing for our facts only to obsolete times. And, when quitiin<^ details, we 

'''took our stand on those impregnable general principles, which are of all 

times and countries, we were met with hardy "affirmatioiis «f such im- 

' provements in the treatment of the slave, as placed him in point of com- 
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fort aboTe ihe British peasmit. In our mia^ilaced pi lil an lit ropy, we 
werejtold, that we were actually wresting from the happy negro the 
enviable state of repose and prosperity wliich his beaerolent owner bad 
been employing tbe plenitude of his power to secure to him. " Look at 
the facta of the case," said they, tauntingly, " Listen to the Governors, 
the Judges, the Magistrates. Hear their unqualified eulogies, in one 
accord, proclsiming the tender and sympathizing and sleepless hunia- 
nity of the master; and the lively gratitude and confiding joyousnees of 
tbe slave, who would not exchange his chains for freedom if he could." 
Alas! alas ! that such an illusion could possibly, even for one moment, 
have influenced a single mind that is considerate enough to appreciate 
the necessary effects of despotic power both on master and slave I In 
whatever degree the illusion prevailed, it must have vanished before the 
fierbice Fiscal's report. We feared, however, that when the sudden 
and palpable effect on the public mind, produced by that report became 
known, we should look in vain for further reports of the same kind. 
But we did not sufficiently comprehend the obtuseness of feeUng which 
a familiarity with such scenes is calculated to generate: for we have 
here a second Report from the same source, not drawn forth relui^lantly 
like the first, by a mandate of the House of Commons, but spontaneously 
proposed by the Council of Berbice, and, iti compliance with their re- 
quisitioa, furnished by the Fiscal, for the declared purpose of repelling 
the calumnies which some wicked persons in England had been so 
malignant as to vent against that pure, lovely, and bene&ci^nt system, 
denominated Negro Slavery. 

Of the success of the second report of the worthy Fiscal in accom- 
plishing its declared object, those who have accompanied us thus far are 
in a capacity to judge for themselves. But we do not anticipate one 
note of dissent, when we state that, for our own parts, we have risea 
from its perusal with every previous conviction of the enormity of the 
Colonial System deepened, and with every resolution to promote its 
early and final extinction strengthened. That vile system canuot last. 
The press may pour forth in the next year, as in the past, pamphlets 
rich in practical considerations. Voluminous reports, which no one 
leads, may again load the table of Parliament, and may again bring 
forward the very strongest physical reasons for coercing the labour of 
AJHcans in tropical lomlands. The changes may continue to be rung 
on the increase of national teeatth, to be denved from this coerced 
labour, which it nevertheless requires the sacrifice of an immense sum 
annually on the part of the public to maintain. In this course we may 
possibly persist for some time longer, notwithstanding the misery and 
wasleofourslave population, andthedeepinjury to ourown manufacturers, 
which are its direct and inseparable consequences; — -but the day must 
arrive, and it cannot be far distant, when these refuges of lies will be 
swept away, and, in despite of all opposition, the oppressed slave, in 
«very corner of the British dominions, will, at the peisevering call of 
religion, humanity, and justice, be rescued from the yoke of liis cruel 
bondage. May the Almighty hasten that happy period! 

m^BAGS-TER 4 TjrOUS. Pivut'l. 14, BarliotoMD Cfci'- 
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ON THE BOITNTIES AND PKOTF.CTING DUTIES, AND THE RE- 
STRICnONS ON TIL^DE, INTENDED I'OR THE SUPPORT OF 
THE SLAVE SYSTEM. 

After a struggle of nearly twenty years for the abolition of. the 
Slave Trade, and llie lapse of nearly as many since its abolition, the 
hopes that lliis measure would lead to an amelioration in Ihc conditioa 
of the slaves in our Colonies, and finally to the extinction of Slavery 
itself, are still unfulfilled. After persevering endeavours for fifteen 
years lo induce other nations lo abandon tliat infamous trafiie, we have 
the mortificaiiDn to see that it is still carried on to a greater extent than 
ever; and that, even in one of our own Colonies (the Mauritius) the 
laws enacted for its suppression are violated with impunity. Again; after 
nearly four years of exertion for the mitigation and abolition of British 
Slavery, little has yet been done towards improving ibe condition of our 
miserable fellow- subjects who are held in bondage ; and no plan has yet 
heen adopted for putting aperiod lo that cruel state. The Government have 
tried, in vain, the methods of recommeDdatton and persuasion with the 
different Colonies. Equally in vain have they held out to them " an ex- 
ample" in Trinidad. Three yeare have thus been consumed to no pur- 
pose. In the fourth they have sent out projKisiiions of reform to the 
Colonial legislatures fgr their adoption, rejection, or modification. These 
bodies will, doubtless, avail tbemselves of the accommodating alternative 
of modification, and, keeping within its large scope, they may make 
specious and delusive alterations in their laws, without bettering, in any 
material degree, the condition of the slaves, or forwarding ihe period of 
Iheir enfranchisement. 

Bui even if our prospects of effectual reformation were much more 
flattering than thpy are, we ought to bear in mind that not one step has 
been taken, nor has any thing- specific been proposed by the Govern- 
ment for putting a final date, however distant, to Slavery in the British 
Colonies. For any thing which is jet in prog^ss, or even distinctly and 
Beriously propounded, Slavery may continue to pollute the nalional cha- 
rucler for a century, or even for two centuries to come. 

Il was, indeed, atone time, proposed by ihc friends of emancipation, tiiHt 
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all children born after a certain day, should be entitled to their liberty ; 
and it has also been proposed to purchase the women and make them 
free, their children, born afterwards, being, of course, free likewise.* 
The difficulties which might attend either of these plans, many very in- 
telligent persons believe might be easily obviated ; but little disposition 
has been evinced on the part of the Government and Parliament to sur- 
mount those difficulties, or resolutely to adopt any othjtfr definite plan 
for extinguishing Slavery in the British Colonies. Nor has the country 
at large, though strongly desiring the final abolition of this evil, earnestly 
or concurrently urged the adoption of any such plan. 

Some of the West Indian advocates say that the negroes would not 
labour, if made free, in situations where land is so abundant and cheap, 
and where so little labour is necessary to supply their wants, as in the 
Slave Colonies ; and that the lands of Demerara especially cannot be 
cultivated by freemen until there is a vast increase of labourers. If, 
however, the Blacks are unwilhng to work for more, or for much more 
than an adequate supply of their wants, they only resemble, in this 
respect, the- bulk of mankind, few of whom, either White or Black, are 
disposed to work hard without a powerful motive. But by what means 
do these gentlemen propose to obtain this increase of labourers? 
Not surely by a continuance of the present system of Slavery, under the 
operation of which, instead of an increase, there is a large annual 
decrease. Nor will they venture, it is presumed, to' propose a renewal 
of the African or even of the intercolonial Slave Trade. On their plan, 
therefore, we can never hope to see an end of Slavery, until cruelty shall 
have inflicted its final stroke by the destruction of the last of its victims. 

If then the extensive and fertile soil of Demerara is ever to be cultivated, 
it must be by free labourers, and the only way to obtain these is by the 
'adoption of those measures of amelioration and emancipation, which were 
expected to have followed the abolition of the Slave Trade, and which 
are now invoked by the friends of that cause. These measures would, it 
may be hoped, produce such an increase in the slave population of our 
Colonies, as is now taking place among the slaves in the United States, 
and in our own Bahama Islands, and among the free Blacks in'Hayti 
and in Jamaica, and even among the slaves on a few estates in our own 
Colonies, where they are well and leniently treated. Such an increase 
would soon produce, in many of the smaller islands, a surplus of 
labourers. Enfranchisement would be the inevitable consequence, and 
this Blacks thus freed, like White men in thickly peopled countries, 
would emigrate in search of employment, which they would be sure to 
find in such an extensive and fertile region as that of Demerara. 

The abolitionists looked forward, at the period of the Abolition, to an 
extinction of ** Slavery in the Colonies, to be accomplished by the same 
happy means which formerly put an end to.it in England, — namely, by a 
benign, though insensible revolution in opinions and manners ; by the 
encouragement of particular manumissions ; and the progressive ame- 
lioration in the condition of the slaves, till it should glide insensibly into 
freedom ; — they looked, in short, to an emancipation, of which not the 
slaves, but the masters, should be the willing instruments or authors.^ 



* See Appendix to the Second Report of the Anti-Slavery Society, p. 16B. 
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ippoJntmcDl has atlecded the past; and difHculties which tliere 
seems no sufficient disposition in either the Governmeat, oi: the Parlia- 
. or even perhaps in tiie country to surmount, seem to darken the 
future. It is lime, then, to enamine the causes of this disappointment. 
One of these causes may possibly hare been an unwillingness, on the 
part of the abolitionists, to investigate sufficiently the nature of the difli- 
cnlties to be encouolered. We need not be surprised thai such an inves- 
tigation should not be immediately entered upon. We cannot wonder 
that a mind of any sensibility should rise from the perusal for esample 
of such a detail as that of the Fiscal of Derbice, (commented upon in the 
last number of the Reporter,) with feelings of indignation, and should 
be struck with horror and disgust in the contemplation of the obduracy 
and blindness of persons who could exhibit such documents as a tri- 
umphant vindication of their conduct. We cannot wonder that bene- 
volent men contemplating such atrocities should say, " Away with ail 
calculations of profit and loss, of policy and impolicy. Beings endued 
with reason, and especially Christian Britons, can never suffer any such 
eold calculations to enter their mJnds. A system so full of abominations 
must be extinguished forthwith. A British public and a British Parlia- 
Ment must not, and will not, suffer such enormities to continue, but will 
sweep them away at once, and for ever." In coming to such a conclusion, 
however, we should not sufficiently consider that interest is a more 
powerful motive with multitudes than justice and humanity ; and that, 
therefore, whilst any considerable number of persons conceive a parti- 
cular system to be profitable to them. It is not likely, without much 
opposition, to be relinquished, because it is unjust. 

Is then the system of Colonial Slavery really a profitable system ? 
Abundant proof might easily be adduced to the contrary. But even 
were this wanting, we could not believe that the All-wise Creator and 
Governor of tlie world had, in this case, deviated from his general laws, 
and had made it the interest either of individuals or communities to 
oppress their fellow men, and to persevere in a course of cruelty and in- 
justioe. If this were indeed the case, it would the less surprise us to see 
men clinging to such a system on account of Its large gains, and 
refusing to renounce it. In the present case, however, the gains are all 
factitious, and they are obtained at our cost. It is we ourselves who create, 
by our misplaced and mischievous munificence, ilie powerful feeling of 
interest which here stands opposed to the claims of humanity and justice, 
and so strangely perverts that natural order of things which connects the 
general prosperity of any community, with the happiness and freedom of 
all its divisions. The bounties and protections which we ourselves pay 
to the Colonists, have alone supported their destructive system, which 
must have fallen if left to itself. Indeed, there is no evil which the 
arrangements of Providence tend more visibly to discourage and destroy 
than Slavery. The soils on which slaves labour become barren under 
their culture ; and this deterioration of soil tends to make economy and a 
better treatment of the slaves necessary, and thus to increase their numbers, 
and, through that increase, to destroy Slavery itself. But all these be- 
neficent tendencies are frustrated, for a time at least, in the case oi our 
Colonies, by the bounties and protections we afibrd to the produce of 
slave labour. While we continue, therefore, these means of support, 
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thus encouraging and rewarding the perpetuation and aggravation of 
Slavery, we make the crime our own, and we set ourselves in direct 
opposition to the beneficent designs of the Almighty towards these 
bis oppressed creatures. 

Can we wonder that disappointments and difficulties should continue 
to obstruct our efforts to abolish Slavery, while we ourselves continue 
effectually to counteract our own professed purposes and wishes, and to 
support, with our money, the very system we are associated to 
destroy? Let us clear our hands of this guilty participation; and when 
we have done this, a more solid foundation will be laid for future pro- 
gress, and we shall find that many of the obstacles to our success will 
be removed. 

It is obvious, for example, that few circumstances could tend more 
directly to improve the moral and social state of the West Indies than 
the residence of the Planters and their families on their own estates. 
But bounties and. protections enable the Planters to pay for the waste of 
property and life occasioned by their own absence and neglect, and by 
the substitution of hired agents. Remove these bounties and pro- 
tections, and our Planters would be compelled, like other classes of 
men, to attend to their own concerns. In this, and a variety of other 
ways, the removal of bounties and protections would tend to the mitigation 
and extinction of Slavery,^ and would obviate many of those obstacles^ 
chiefly of our own creation, which now impede the progress of Reform. 

The direct pecuniary sacrifices which this nation is now making for 
the support of Slavery, are great and mischievous. But great and mis- 
chievous as they are, they probably fall far short, in their injurious effect, 
of those limitations and restrictions which our commerce is forced to bear 
for the maintenance of that criminal system. 

Our manufacturing population have lately been, and still are suffering 
most severely. Amongst the variety of causes which have been assigned 
for this reverse has been that of our having over-traded. If, however, 
our operative manufacturers have not had too much work, this over- 
trading could have had no reference to them. It must, most obviously, 
have arisen from a want of demand ; in other words, from the want of a 
market for the produce of their labour. It is true, that extremely low 
wages of labour, and greatly depressed prices of goods, will tend, in 
some degree, to quicken demand ; yet, a return to a sound and healthy 
state, to fair wages and fair profits, can only be eftected by our having a 
market sufficiently extensive to give to our people that full em- 
ployment which they enjoyed when we were said to be over-trading 
Wages, it is clear, can never be adequate whilst any considerable pro 
portion of labourers is unemployed; nor can the manfacturers b 
obtaining fair profits on their capital whilst any considerable proportiorr 
of their mills and machinery is standing still. Nothing therefore, i. 
more manifest than that, if there was over-trading, it arose from this 
that we had made too many goods for our present customers, an( 
that, if we can find no more customers, fewer goods must be made, — 
unless, indeed, we should be induced to resort to the principle of our 

* See this subject fully discussed in a Paper, entitled " The Impolicy of 
Slavery," and in the Second Report of the Anti-Slavery Society. 
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Colomal System^ by giving bounties and protections for th% support of 
worse systems of labour, of the hand-loom for instance, in preference to 
the steam engine. — And if it were allowable in any case, by such means, 
to check the progress of improvement, surely the distresses of the poor 
weavers in the hand-loom entitle them to it, at least as much as any 
other class of the community. But we hear nothing of any such extra- 
vagant proposition, as that of giving a bounty on the produce of the 
hand-loom, or of charging a protecting duty on the produce of the 
power-loom. — If the weavers, however, are to have no share in the 
favour bestowed upon slave holders, their necessities, to say no more, 
call loudly for jmtice. If this reciprocity is denied them, they ought not 
at least to be taxed in the price of their sugar, or their coffee, (if eithec 
of these luxuries fall now to their lot); nor ought they to be excluded from 
extensive markets for the produce of their labour; for the sole purpose 
of supporting the slave system in. our Colonies, and enriching the 
masters of slaves, at their expense. 

If the earth was incapable of supporting its inhabitants, or if our people 
were unwilling to labour, then might their distress be without remedy ; 
but the case becomes one of aggravated hardship and cruelty, when thia 
distress is the work of human legislation ; and when they are deprived 
of obvious and effectual means of relief, by regulations which cramp 
their industry by preventing the free interchange of commodities betweea 
different parts of the world, or even of our own empire. 

Of the nature of these regulations which thus prevent the interchange 
of commodities, in direct opposition to the general interests of mankindji 
and especially to those of .our own population, we may form some idea 
from the following facts : 

1. For the express purpose of supporting slavery, we charge a pro-, 
tecting duty of lOs. per cwt. on all Sugar, and of 28s. per cwt. on all 
Coffee, imported from our Indian dominions, and thus force our manu- 
facturers, for the sake of supplying the miserable allowance of clothing 
to 700,000 slaves in the West Indies,* to forego the supply of eighty 
or a hundred millions of people in India. 

2. Instead of encouraging that competition of free labour,which would 
as effectually destroy the trade in slaves for the cultivation of Sugar, a& 
it has already done for that of Indigo, and thus remove the great 
barrier to our intercourse with 70,000,000 of people on the continent 
of Africa, we prohibit, by extravagant duties, the importation of any 
Sugars grown there, and we charge an extra duty of 28$, per cwt. oa 
" 1 Coffee produced in the Colony of Sierra Leone, which by discourag- 

*-g cultivation must retard the progress of civilization also. 

3. A bounty was^long paid on the exportation of refined sugar, the 
feet of which was, to raise the price of all Sugar in the British 
arket 6s.' per cwt., equal to 1,200,000/. per annum. At the close of 

i'he last session, this bounty was reduced about one half. Now it is clear, 

* The value of this trade may easily be imagined, when we find it stated in 
the vindication of the report of the Fiscal of Berbice, that a supply of clothing 
to each negro not worth more than 10«. once in nineteen months, was deemed 
sufficient, and the poor negroes who complained of it were punished, as pre- 
ferring a groundless complaint. See Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter, No. t6» 
page 238. 
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tliat the effect of this bounty is not to increase our trade but lo tessen 
it; to make Sugar dear to the people of England, and cheap to the 
people of the Continent. And whilst it is on all hands acknowledged 
that the great expedient foe eittending our commerce, is to find con- 
anmption at home for the prodace received in return for our manufac- 
tnrei, we actually are paying out money (o transfer this advantage to 
foreigners, and to faciliUle their consumption, while we abridge our 
own. In short, so far as Sugar now comes within the reach of our 
distressed manufacturers, we thus. Id point of fact, are taxing them, iQ 
such a way also as to diminish their already loo scanty employmenlBl 

Let us take another view of the subject. Agriculture affords no ade- 
quate employment for the population of Ireland, and for want of such 
employment two thirds of that population are in a state of misery which 
19 most opprobrious to the Government under wliich they live. Manu- 
factures seem their only resource, but where are they to find a market 
whilst the trade, even with a large portion of our own dominions, is 
restricted by the most impolitic regulations ? We need not insist on the 
benefits India would derive Irom the removal of these restrictions. They 
are too obvious to require it. Independently of the direct benefits which 
must follow from a free trade, the idolatry, superstition, and ignorance, 
which still pervade our vast dominions in that quarter, could not 
fail to givd way before a more liberal and extended commercial inter- 
course. The culture of Indigo by European settlers has already pro- 
duced the happiest effects, and these must be promoted by every increase 
of our commercial relations with them. 

That such an injurious policy as that which has been exposed above, 
should be pursued in an age and country so enlightened as ihts, would 
appear incredible, if the facts of the case were not so incontestable. And 
what is more surprising is, that this policy is not pursued from igno- 
rance on the part of those who administer the Government ; for the 
King in his speech, at the opening of the session of 1825, recommends 
to his Parliament to persevere (as circumstances may allow) in the re- 
moval of all restrictions on commerce, and assures them of his " cordial 
co-operation, in fostering and extending that commerce, which whilst it 
is, under the blessing of Providence, a main source of strength and power 
to the country, contributes, in no less a degree, to the happiness and 
civilization of mankind." 

This is the speech of a monarch, whose government extends to nearly 
one-seventh part of the human race. It is the language of a govern- 
ment possessing the power, beyond any other, of promoting the " hap- 
piness and civilization of mankind ;" and yet we have seen that this 
vast power, instead of being enerted lo promote, is actually so era- 
ployed as to prevent, the happiness and cirllization of its own subjects. 

Why are the obvious means of giving employment to our own Suffer- 
ing manufacturers, and to the miserable people of Ireland, as well as of 
enlightening and civilizing India and Africa, to be slill pertinaciously 
withheld from them ? For no other purpose that can be assigned, but 
to pay the expence of holding, in cruel and degrading bondage, 800,000 
of our fellow men ! 

Our Government speak of the removal of restrictions on commerce as 
the means of promoting " the happiness and civilization of mankind," and 
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yd they maintain laws aod regulations whicli are directly at variance 
with these undeniable priaciples. They speak of " tlie bleBsing of Pro- 
vidence," while, in pursuing a course which goes to uphold slavery, 
they are acting indirect con tradiction, not only to their own acltnowledged 
principles of policy, but to the laws of Him whose favour they recognize 
as tlie source of national prosperity. But let it not be supposed that we 
charge the authors of this speech with any insincerity or inconsistency 
which is not still more attribulahle to the people at large, so long as 
ihey are content to acquiesce in this stale of things, contrary to their 
own enlightened convictions of its pernicious tendencies. 

Let us then think chiefly of our own share in the guilt of upholding 
this system. Let us bring the matter seriously home to ourselves, and 
determine to do our own duly. We are now paying for tlie support 
of slavery. It is we, the nation, who do, in fact, support it. Do we wait 
till the Planters shall decline to receive our money before we manifest 
our unwillingness to pay it? The Government have avowed (AeiV prin- 
ciples, and they have Mgun cautiously to carry them into effect. They 
have already taken off about half the bounty on the exportation of Sugar, 
but they are obstructed on every side, in their progress, by the monopo- 
lists, who, (however those who suffer by their monopoly may be torpid,) 
are sure to be industrious, and at their posts. In this they set an example 
which the friends of suffering humanity would do well to imitate. Let 
these come zealously and actively forward, to give to the Government 
the support which is requisite to enable them to pursue, steadily and 
perseveringly, (hose liberal views of policy, the very annunciation of 
which has so much raised them in public estimation. Enough has 
already been done to encourage perseverance. Enough yet remains 
to be done, to require that our efforts, instead of being relajted, should 
be greatly increased. 

And if we fail, by all our exertions, to obtain any national act for the 
extinction of slavery, there is surely no reason why we, as individuals, 
should continue participators in the crime. By their individual exer- 
tions the friends of humanity may still do much ; and if they can do 
nothing else, they may, at least, more generally than they yet have done, 
encourage the consumption of the produce of free labour. Many have 
already discontinued the use of the produce of slaves' labour, without 
any regard to its mere economical resnlts, on the same conscientious 
principles, on which men abstain from the use of smuggled goods, or 
from giving encouragement to what is in itself morally wrong. Many 
more would doubtless be willing to substitute the use of the produce 
of free labour for that of slave labour, if they were aware of the good 
cRecis which such a substitution is capable of producing. To these, it 
may be said, that, if a tenth part of the people of this country werf to 
use only Sugar or Coffee, the produce of free labour, such a measure 
could not fail to give a great impulse to their cultivation, and they would 
thus become so important, as articles of return for the rapidly increasing 
shipments of our manufactured goods, that the protecting duty could not 
be much longer maintained ; and thus a hn trial, would ere long, be 
made between the produce of slave labour and that of free labour, 
of the beneficial result of which we can entertain no fears. 

However deeply men may fsel interested in any cause, the hope of 



248 

success is requisite to encourage their exertions. The exertions which' 
have been made to abolish slavery, compared with the little that has yet 
been effected, are doubtless discouraging; but if every individual 
among us would now make it his own work, we should feel that, 
though our progress might be small, we were still contributing some 
thing towards its 6nal extinction. 

Let associations then be multiplied in every part of the country for 
raising permanent funds to promote Anti-Slavery objects, and for en- 
couraging the use of the produce of free labour. Those who abstain on 
conscientious principles from the Uoe of slave produce will, of course, 
cordially join in these associations with those who do so solely in the 
hope of producing a beneficial effect. And let it be borne in mind, that 
though the concurrence of a majority may be required to bring about 
any effectual reformation by means of Parliamentary enactments, yet 
much may be done, even by a small minority, in the way now suggested. 
And in pursuing this course, let it not be supposed that we are chang^- 
ing our object : we are, on the contrary, removing the difficulties which 
stand in the way of those parliamentary enactments that are necessary 
to carry the wishes of the country, on the subject of slavery, into full 
accomplishment. Finally, we have all been witnesses of the recent and 
general alarms which have prevailed throughout all the walks of com- 
merce, and of the extreme sufferings of our manufacturers, which are 
as yet but very partially relieved. If we continue to acquiesce in that 
system of bounties and protecting duties, and in those impolitic restric- 
tions on our commerce, to which we have now adverted, we shall thereby 
greatly aggravate the distress of our countrymen at home ; prevent at the 
same time the alleviation of the misery and oppression of hundreds of 
thousands of our fellow subjects abroad ; and instead of contributing 
to the general happiness and civilization of mankind, as we have 
the power of doing beyond any nation under heaven, we shall, in fact, 
be found impeding the progress of both. 

FREE LABOUR SUGAR. 

After the discussion in which we have been engaged, it seems not in- 
appropriate to remark, that we fear that many of our friends, who have 
been desirous of encouraging the produce of free labour, to the exclusion 
of that of slave labour, have been grossly imposed upon by those in 
whom they have confided to supply them with the former. We have 
now before us a Grocer's Bill, in which is the following item, viz. : — 
** One bag Mauritius sugar (free) 1 cwt.2 qrs. 21 lbs. at 66s., £5. 1 Is. 4J." 
Now be it known to all our readers, that Maueitius sugar is not only 
not free sugar, but that it is raised at a much larger expense of negro life 
than even the sugar of the West Indies. The Mauritms sugar is wholly 
different in its appearance from that of the East Indies. It is also dif- 
ferently packed, the bags containing it being made of a kind of straw or 
rush, while those from India are made of cotton. It is further admitted 
at a lower duty, paying only 27s. per cwt., while that from India pays 
37s. To substitute the one for the other, therefore, must be an act of 
deliberate dishonesty. 
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WEST INDIAN CONTROVERSY. 

During the last two months considerable discussions liavc tttkcn 
place in various newspapers, and particularly in the Morning Chroni- 
cle and New Times, on the subject of Negro Slavery, In the latier 
paper, the chief advocate of the slave system has been a gentleman who 
signs himself "a Dominica Planter," and who, in a series of ten let- 
ters, has laboured hard to reconcile tlie people of England to the 
slavery of the West Indies. He has been met by several writers, who 
have controverted his positions, and thus brought many of the leading 
points of tlie subject to issue. We leave it to the " Dominica Planter" 
to bring his own views of the <jueslion before the public. We mean to 
confine ourselves to the task of bringing together some of the most 
efiective of the statements and arguments employed to refute his 
positions. 

The "Dominica Planter" had affirmed that in a work published by a 
Mr. Barclay, of Jamaica, all the positions contained in the Ist vglume 
of Mr. Stephen's Delineation of Slavery, had been severally refiited, 
and he even affected to quote the pages in Mr. Barclay's book, in 
which these refutations severally occurred. One of his opponents call- 
ed upon him, deliberately to point out a single position of Mr. Stephen's 
whicu had been so refuted. After carefully examining every page in 
Barclay which had been referred to. "I cannot discern," said this 
writer, "even the slightest approach to any thing like refutation. In 
the first place, Mr. Barclay has wholly mistaken the very drift and in- 
tention of Mr. Stephen's volume, which is exclusively a delinealion of 
theila/e of slavery in point o_f law. Mr. Stephen, it is true, has an- 
nounced, in his title page, an inienlion of delineating that state, not 
only as il is in law, but in praclin also. But his jfrsf volume, which 
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alone has appeared, is actually stated in that very tide page, to be con- 
fined to an account of slavery, as it ie, in point of law. The second 
volume, not yet published, is to relate to the practice of slavery. Now, 
throughout Mr. Barclay's work, he makes no attempt lo shew that Mr. 
Stephen has given an erioneous vievr of the law of slavery, the only 
thing Mr. Stephen had professed to do in this volume ; but he attempta 
to refute ^r. Stephen's law by hardy assertions, resting either on his 
own authority or on that of some nameless informant, as to his expen«ice 
of the practicn of slavery. It is idle therefore, for any man who has ac- 
cess to both the books, to say, that the one contains a refutation of the 
other. In the one, the law is given on the very best, that is to say, the 
Colonial authorities. In the other, an individual, without attempting to 
prove that the law is untruly stated by Mr. Stephen, only affirms, on 
his own authority, that such and such, in his hmited and partial expe- 
rience, was the practice; and then he assumes that he has refuted 
Mr. Stephen. Mr. Barclay's assertions, however, are no proofs even of 
his facts, much less are they any proofs that Mr. Stephen's account of 
the law of slavery is incorrect. That account can only be refuted by 
an appeal to the law itself. I will exemphfy this in two or three in- 
stances cited by the ' Dominica Planter,' wherein he asserts, that Mr. 
]}arc]ay has refuted Mr. Stephen's positions. 

" 1. ' Property of Negroes,' Mr. Stephen's position on this point 
will be found at page 58, and is as follows : — ' Slaves have no legal 
rights of property in things real or personal; and whatever property 
they may acqvire belongs, in point of law, to the rnasttr.' Now I ask 
the ■ Dominica Planter,' if lliis be not a perfectly correct view of the 
law of the case. It is fully conlirmed by Mr. Dwarris, to whom he re- 
fers as an authority ; and it is implied in the proposition of Mr. Can- 
ning, assented to by the whole body of the West Indians in Parliament, 
requiring the Colonial Legislatures to frame enactments which shall 
' protect the slaves by law in the acquisition and possession of property, 
and its transmission by bequest or otherwise.' Surely it is no answer 
at all to Mr. Stephen to sa^, that some slaves do acijnire property— or 
that their masters seldom directly touch it. It is still no less true that 
the slaves have no legal right of property, not even in themselves, much 
less in any thing else. It is still no less true that a master or overseer 
may destroy hie slave's property with impunity (see a recent instance in 
the Berbice Fiscal's report) on slight pretences. It is still no less true 
that a master may imprison his slave, and may sell him at pleasure, and 
then what becomes of his property, his house, his garden ? This is a 
fair specimen of Mr. Barclay's refutation of Mr. Stephei;. 

"2, 'Sales of families and slaves, and choosing a master.' It 
would be easy to furnish from any one Jamaica gazette, snflicient proof 
that, in practice, slaves are now sold in Jamaica without regard to 
family Lies." But we are told that Mr. Barclay has refuted Mr. 
Stephen's positions on this point also. What, then, are Mr. Stephen's 

a the Duke of MaDcbester to Earl liathurst, liHtcd -llh of 
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positions-? They are these (p. 62.) ' The slave, in llie British Colonies, 
ia at ull times liable to be Bold, or otherwise ulienated, at the wilt of 
the master, as absolutely, in all respects, as cattle or any oilier pcraonal 
effects. He is also, at all times, liable to be sold by process of law, 
for BatiBfactioii of the debts of a living, or the debts or bequests of a 
deceased master, at the suit of creditors or legatees. In consequeuce 
of a transfer in either (if tliese ways, or by tlie aulliority of his imme- 
diate owner, the slave may be, at any time, exiled, in a moment, and 
for ever, from his home, his family, and the colony in which he was 
born, and in which he has long been settled.' 

" Such was the l<tw prevailing in the British Colonies, when Mr. 
Stephen's book was published, in 1824; and such is now the law, with 
one alteration. Thanks to the British Parliament, not to tlie Colonial 
Authorities-^an Act, brought in by Dr. Lushington, and passed in 
1325, has prohibited that exile of staves, from one colony to another, 
which had previously been permitted. In other respects, the law re- 
mains in its former opprobrious state. A master may still sell his 
slave when and how he pleases. The slave is still, at all times, liable 
to be seized, end sold for the debts of his master ; and lie may still be as 
effectually exiled from his family and home, especially in such an island as 
Jamaica, as if the ocean rolled between them. He mai/ be carried from 
St, Thomas in the East, to Westmorland. Is this, or is it not, the law 
of the case ? ' No,' says Mr. Barclay, ' a law was passed in the reign 
of George II., which forbids the separation of families, by sale.' A law, 
it is true, passed in 1735, numbered 105, for reg^ulaling sales of slaves 
by the Marshal, when taken in execution. It directs, that whenever 
husband, wife, and children, are taken together, they shall also be sold 
together in one lot, and the rest singly. Now this refers solely to 
MarskaTs sales, not at all to sales at the will of the master. It merely 
provides, that when certain members of the same fumily are levied upon 
together, for their master's debts, they shall be sold together; and, so 
far, it is well. But it is perfectly notorious, that, in the great majority 
of Marshal's sales, a single individual only of a family has been seized, 
a father, or a mother, or a child ; and it seldom happens that the whole 
of a family are taken together. In all other cases but this, of what avail is 
the kw? It provides for a contingency which rarely occurs, aud leaves 
all other sales to be regulated by individual cupidity or caprice. And 
at a public sale to the highest aud best bidder, what can give to a slave 
the choice of a master? Certainly the law does not give any such 
choice, neither does it prevent the separation of families, by sale, ex- 
cepting under judicial process, and even then, only in a case which, if 
the ' Uomioica Planter' will carefully peruse the Jamaica Gazettes, he 
will find to occur but rarely. 

" 3. The 'Dominica Planter' affirms that Mr. Barclay has refuted 
Mr. Stephen's position, relative to the education of slaves. Now, what 
is Mr. Stephen's position? It is this (p. 200.) 'The education of slaves 
is shamefully neglected in the laws and institutions of our Colonies.' 
To this position, what is the reply of Mr, Barclay, at p. 1 16, to wliicli 
the 'Dominica Planter' so tnumphanily refers in refutation of Mr. 
Stephen? ' There would be a want of candour,' he aays, ' in not i 



mittii)^ tliat scTiooI learning is yet but very little Imonn in Ihe Colomei.' 
This is evasive, indeed, but still it i» decisive. Mr. Barclay cannot state 
that a single legislative measure has ever been adopted on the subject. 

" 4. I could lake each head of the ' Dominica Planter's ' summary 
in the same manner, and shew how utterly unfounded is his boast re- 
specting Mr. Barclay, and how little claim Mr. Barclay has to be list- 
ened to as an authority in this controversy. But I will confine myself 
to one more example, his attempt to refute Mr. Stephen's position re- 
specting (he neglect of giving Christian instruction to the slaves. Here 
the Report of the Bishop of Jamaica* completely disproves Mr. Bar- 
clay's attempted refutation, and amply confirms Mr. Stephen's position 
— a position which is not to be shaken by a splendid list of subscrip- 
tions for the erection of an additional place oi worship. The Bishop's 
statement, made in October, 1 825, is to this effect : That in the whole 
Island of Jamaica, containing about 400,000 inhabitants, there are not 
places of worship, belonging to the Established Church, capable of con- 
taining more than 1 1 or 13,000 persons; and, that the parishes in the 
interior are absolutely without the semblance of religious worship. 

" And here I would beg to recur to a statement of the ' Dominica 
Planter,' respecting the decorous observance of the Sabbath. The 
statement stands on his own authority. As far as that is entitled to 
credit, it migllt be met by any man's counter assertion. I have now be- 
fore me a letter, from a gentleman of Jamaica, of a recent date, which 
contains the following passage : — ' But I must not forget the state of 
the Sobbath-day ! I hope all the friends of true religion will urge this 
upon Government and upon Parliament, Let them consider nothing 
done in the West Indies so long as this is the market>day, or occupied, 
with the shadow of legal warrant, for any thing but a holy rest. It is 
my opinion this point will stand unredressed longer than any by our 
Planters; and there is nothing by which they are so much offended, as 
by an appeal lo their conscience on this point.' T do not give this as 
evidence but as an asserlion equivalent at least to that of yout corres- 
pond ent.f 

" If the 'Dominica Planter' insists upon it, I have no objection to 
go more fully into an exposure of his slatemeni, that Mr. Barclay has 
refuted all Mr. Stephen's positions. I affirm, on the contrary, that he 
has not shaken one of them. If the ' Dominica Planter ' thinks other- 
wise, let him select his point, and he will find me ready to meet him." 

The answer of the Dominica Planter to this challenge, was, in sub- 
slance, that he had no intention to cavil with Mr. Stephen or hia advo- 
cate, as to the laws quoted by the latter, but that the laws and facts 
were atvariance, and like many laws in England, though not repealed 
by statute, they had become obsolete in practice. The Anti-Slavery 
Society, in having declared that Mr. Stephen's work would enlighlea 
" the public mind as to the trua condition of the slaves," had " con- 
founded the Law of Slavery with the condition of the slaves." " Mr. 
Stephen's book, it had been said, contained only the Luw of Slavery. 
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Mr. Barclay's book on the other hand, coDlained a fuir tlatemeiit of the 
actual condition qf the Slaves, shewing them to be a very hapjty popu~ 
laiion, wilh the power and practice of acainwlating property, and pro- 
tected in their rights and privileges as I he people are here. As the in- 
/erence, however, drawn frum Mr. Stephen's book, was, that it contained 
a slaleraent of the condition of slaves, which Mr. Barclay's book also 
does, and whieli Jatler disproves all the inferences drawn from Mr. 
Stephen's book, he considered thai Mr. Barclay's work, as containing 
matter of fact, had completely rcfiitcd Mr. Stephen's work, as one of 
theory and inference." 

In a few days, a reply appeared to this statement of the DominicEi 
Planter, which was to the following effect : 

"The 'Dominica Planter' asserted, that Mr. Barclay, in his 'in- 
valuable work,' had refuted all the positions contained in Mr. Stephen's 
delinealion of slavery. I proved that this assertion was untrue, and 1 
challenged him lo produce even a single instance in which it could be 
verified. In reply lo this challenge he declines to produce even the 
single instance I demanded of him, but he pleads that it is not neces- 
sary, for this reason, that the ' Anli-Slavery Society,' and by their 
means ' tlie public,' 'had confounded the Law of Slavery with the 
Condition tif the Slaves.' Does he mean to say, that a principal point 
in ascertaining what is the true condition of the slaves is not their legal 
condition 1 We may fairly, I think, assume, from his reluctance to 
enter on the subject, that he is conscious to himself that Mr. Stephen 
has correctly described all that he professed to describe, viz. the law 
of slavery ; for he is forced virtually to admit that that gentleman's 
eiposition of the law of slavery in the British West India Islands is un- 
assailable, and he declines to specify a single instance in which that law 
has been misrepresented by him. The * Dominica Planter,' neverthe- 
less, blames the Anli-SIavery Society for having given it as their opi- 
nion, that Mr. Stephen's work ' Would essentially promote the ohjed 
of enlightening the public mind as lo the true condition of the slaves.' 
He blames them, that is to say, for conceiving that a correct exposition 
of ibe legal rights, and the legal wrongs, of ihe slaves ; of the power 
over them which the law confides to others; and of the kind arid de- 
gree of protection which the law affords them, would throw much light 
on their true condition. 

" ' But,' says this gentleman, ' the laws and facts are at variance.' 
This may be very true in more senses than one. For example, the law, 
in some islands, limits the power of flogging to thirty-nine lashes. Mr. 
Dwarris tell us of cases in which that limit was greatly exceeded, and, 
owing to tlie state of the law of evidence, with impunity. This, how- 
ever, is not the sense of the ' Dominica Planter.' He means to say, 
what he has not at all proved, that the practice is much more lenient 
than the law. But l^is is a mere assumption, unsupported by anysatis- 
factory evidence whatever, 

" The law allows the manager of the ' Dominica Planter's' estate to give 
a certain number of lasbes to every negro under his charge, for any rea- 
son, or for no reason. Does he mean to say, that here the law and the 
practice are at variance, and that the manaeer never Rogi a mcio, a 
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^B own capric^ and without the intt;rvention of a ma^sttate ? f t~iij 
viously impossible for him with any truth lo assert this. He cannot 

know that at the very moment when he is giving so coatident a report 
of the happiness of his slaves, some of them may not be writhing under 
the lash of bis driver, for not having completed their tasks for Lis sole 
benefit. 

" But ' the laws and the facts,' he tells us, ' are at variance." Has it 
then ceased to be tlie law, that a master may compel a slave to labour 
for his profit ? Or has it ceased to be the practice that the slaves are 
so compelled ? In tliis grand point, at least, the laws and the facts are 
not at variance. Both in law and in fact, the negroes are compellable, 
and are compielled, by brute force, by the power of the lash, to work for 
the sole benefit of their masters. Will he venture to deny this ?" 

Some other of die "Dominica Planter's" statements were thus met; 

" I . He asserts that, ' Jt is not the practice in the West Indies to sell 
slaves separately from their taroilies — that they choose their own mas- 
ters,' &c. This assertion I deny, and that on no lower authority Uian 
that ofthe Roj/al Gnzc((e of Jamaica, of the 5th of August, 1826. At 
the 8th page of that paper, I find no fewer than seventeen slaves, fifteen 
of them Creoles, who are advertized to be sold, from the workhouses, 
singly, by public sale, ' to the highest and best bidder,' no one having 
claimed them, ijome of the details are curious — -' James, an elderly 
Creole negro-mait, grey beard.' 'James Thomas, an old grey-headed 
Creole.' 'Edward, a young Creole negro-man, marked P C on left 
shoulder.' 'John Williams, a mulatto.' ' Mary Herbert, an old grey-head- 
ed Creole marked W O, on shoulders.' ' Robert Henry, a young Creole 
negro-man marked M R. on shoulders.' Not one of these seventeen ap- 
pears to be connected by family ties with any of the others that are ad- 
vertised. Nay, they all belong to different owners. !t is quite impossi- 
ble, however, being Creoles, that they should have no family connexions. 
Again, 1 find, at the bottom of p. 13, that on the 8th of August last, 
there would be put up for pubhc sale, ' Henry ThaTter, a mulatto, a 
cooper, distrained on for taxes due from Snowhill ; and Smart, a sailor 
negro, distrained on for taxes due from B. Redman.' Are not these 
men sold separately from their families? At p. 14, in the same paper, 
I find eight more slaves who are advertised to be sold, singly and sepa- 
rately ; some of whom are thus announced : ' Take notice that I shall 
put for public sale,' &c.— ' the above negroes and horse, levied upon, 
under, and by virtue of, the foregoing writs of Vejidilitmi exponas.' 
Here then we have twenty-seven separate sales of individuals, adver- 
tised in a single week; and this practice there exists no law in Jamaica, 
as we are told by the Duke of Manchester, effectually to prevent.* 

" 2. Flogging, he tells us, ' is seldom applied ' lo the slaves, and his 
proof is a vindicatory report of an assembly of St. Vincent's planteis in 
18231 Who ever heard (except, indeed, in the West India controversy) 
a plea of not guilty adduced as a proof of innocence? 

"3. 'The slaves are not branded with a hot iron : when the offence 
occurs, it is punished by law.' In proof of this, the ' Dominica Plan- 
re levulltng Ikcle ud tliis 
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ter' boldly refers lo tke Jamaica Slave Law of ISIH. IKave eiAroined 
the law carefully, aotl can find no clause wliicli prohibits brauding ; and 
1 take it upon me to affirm, that branding is not forbidden, or punisha' 
bie, by any law of Jamaica. If the branding, indeed, should be of a 
cruel kind, like that of the man. who applied a red hot iron to the breaits 
of a female, so as to inflict on her a lasting iojury, such an act may be 
punished as cruelty, but not as branding. No punishment of any kind 
is attached lo branding, unaccompanied by what a West Indian jury 
would deem cruelty. Let the law lo that effect, if any, be produced. 

" 4. * Tortola bas never cost the British Government a shilling for 
ptoteclion." This is obviously more than the ' Dominica Planter cap 
have a right to affirm. Tortofa bas, at least, cost its due proportion of 
the naval and mihtary expenses incurred for the g;eneral defence and 
protection of the West Indies. 

" 5. Tlie 'Dominica Planter' objects to its being said, that 'A 
planter may brand, flog, and deliberately kill, a negro at his pleasure.* 
And may he not do so, wherever negro evidence is rejected ? See to 
this effect the report of Mr. Dwarris. 

"6. * The Governor's despatches laid before Parliament prove," he 
tells us, that fanaticism was the cause of the insurrections in Barbadoes, 
&c. The Governor's despatches, respecting the Barbadoes insurrec- 
tion, have never, to this hour, been laid before Parliament. 

" 7. ' The negroes,' he tells us, ' have wages in kind,' So have our 
horses and dogs." 

But, notwithstanding all this, we find the " Dominica Planter " strenu- 
ous in affirming that Mr. Barclay has satisfactorily proved lo us that 
the negroes of Jamaica are a " very happy population, protected 
in their rights andprivileges as the people here ahe.'' He further 
maintains in substance respecting the slaves in Barbadoes, and in the 
other islands, that they are much more happy, better fed, better clothed, 
and enjoy more comforts — in short, are in all rtspects better off than 
the peasantry in this country ; that there the slaves are a laughing, 
dancing, joyous race of beings, always cheerful ; and they are all well 
attended to in sickness, oever treated with cruelty, and that their state 
has been gradually very much meliorated. 

To support these positions, he has adduced a long list of witnesses, 
some of them unconnected, he says, with colonial property, whose 
evidence, taken on oath, is annexed to a Report of the Coimcil of Bar- 
badoes, dated 23rd July, 1823. These witnesses are Sir E. Williams, 
K.C.B., Lieutenant Colonels Popham and Berkeley, Dr. Teggart, Cap- 
tains C, Cruttenden and Spink ; Sir U. A. Alleyne, Bart, (owner of four 
estates), 'Foster Clark. Esq. and W. Sharpe, Esq. planters and at- 
torneys, Drs. Richards, Leacock and Thomas, and the Rev. S. Hinds, 
all of Barbadoes. On behalf of the other Islands, he cites Drs. 
Greenaway, Johnstone and Spalding, Mr. Colts a Wesleyan Missiooaiy, 
a Catholic Curt, Sir C. Brisbane, and Major General Nicolay. 

To these large and sweeping affirmations of the " Dominica Planter's" 
witnesses a reply has appeared, the object of which is lo shew that they 
are not deserving of the credit which he claims foiv them. Of that reply, 
we mean to quote nearly the whole, because it embraces in a brief 
space a large portion of this momentous question. 
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" t (lo not mean," Rays the writer, " (o deny that t!iere ore tamty 
humane masters of slaves, who, when they happen to reside on their 
own estates, may do much to correct the evils of slavery, and to alle- 
viate the sulTenngB of their slaves ; but I mean to deny the truth of the 
above statements as applying to the general condition of our colooiat 
bondsmen, and to give some reasons for this denial, which even the 
' iDorainica Planter, will be compelled to allow to have some weight. 

" When the Privy Council first entered on an examination of the 
Slave Trade in 1788, testimonies as respec'able and decisive were given 
in favour of the humanity of that trade ds any now adduced by the 

• Dominica Planter ' in favour of the treatment of slaves in the West 
Indies. Let him look at Part 11, of the Privy Conncil Report, and he 
will there find it stated^ by one witness (Penny), that ' the slaves are 
comfortably lodged in rooms fitted up for them.' 'They are amused 
with insU'uments of music, and when tired of music and dancing they 
then go to games of chance.' ' They are indulged in all their little 
humours.' ' Particular attention is paid them when sick.' — "They 
are frequently seen perfectly reconciled to their condition, and as happy 
as any of the crew;' their treatment in general is 'proper and humane.' 
' no regulations are wanted to enforce kinder treatment, it being the in- 
terest of the captain and officers to take care of them.' Another wit- 
ness (Norris) confirms all this, and tells us ' that the slaves do not suf- 
fer from sleeping on boards,' he might hare added, and in chains in a 
Tolling vessel. ' The song and the dance are encouraged among them.' 

* Interest blended witli humanity secures them every possible care, 
tenderness, and attention.' Similar evidence Is given by various others, 
tind a British Admiral (Edwards) among the rest, tells us that, id a 
Guineaman, ' the negroes usually appeared cheerful and singing. The 
arrival of a Guineaman Is known by the dancing and singing of the 
negroes on board.' Does any man now credit this evidence, or allow 
to it the very slightest force ? Or does any man think (hat It ought to 
have retarded for a moment the abolition of the Slave Trade ? And yet, 
is it not as decisive as that which the ' Dominica Planter' has quoted 
from the proceedings of the Barbadoes Council, of 1S23? In truth 
there is no weight, at any lime or In any circumstances, to be given to 
ioch evidence, when adduced for such a purpose. 

" In the same year, 1783, nearly forty years ago, various naval and 
military officers were eotamined by the Privy Council respecting the 
condition of the slaves in the West Indies. Their testimony in favonr 
of the happiness of their condition, will be found to be even mncfa 
stronger than that produced by the ' Dominica Planter.' (See Part 
III.) Lord Rodney, for example, said he knew all the islands, be never 

' t%w any other than humane and proper treatment of the slaves; he 

'pever saw any instance of cruelty ; with respect to lodging they are bet- 
ter off than the poor 31 home; they are not overworked in any respect; 
be had often wished the poor in this country were in so happy a condi- 

^iim ; they had all the appearance of happiness and vivacity, danciug 
ftnd. singing- Such wa^ Lord Rodney's testimonv to (he condition oif 
the slaves from 1761 to I'SS: and Sir Peter P»ritet, Sir Joshua Row- 
ley, Admiral Hothani, Lord Barringlon, 4c. &c. cnU'rely concur with 

Lord Rodney, .\dniiial Barringlon goes so far as te say, (bat ' Ae 
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alavei dp{i«iu«d to hitn lo lmpp;r, that Iw often vistied himself in their 
situation.* 

" Innumerable leatinionies lo the same effect, at the same period, 
might be produced, in favour both of the Slave Trade and the then ex- 
isling Slavery. If those respecting slavery were at all worthy of credit, 
they would go completely lo disprove all that has been since said of 
amelioration ; for what could have been done to make happiness more 
perfect than it was then described to be ? Independently of this, we 
now know that, in the very period when the condition of the slaves was 
thus eulogised, the mortality among them was dreadful, and that both 
the law and practice of slavery were in the very worst imaginable state. 
And yet, what more credit is due to the statements that have been given 
on this subject in 1 833, than to those which were given in 1788 t They 
both ,u3e the same terms ; they are both branded with precisely the 
same characters of exaggeration ; and the more recent statements are 
as manifestly untrue, when they assert the blessedness of the lot of the 
slaves of Jamaica and Batbadoes, as those of 1788. I proceed to prove 
this. 

" And first, as to those of Jamaica, the * Dominica Planter ' gives 
us, here, only the testimony of Mr. Barclay, the value of whose alleged 
refutation of Mr. Stephen's work has already been seen. Now if Mr. 
Barclay's testimony were of much value, I might oppose to him not only 
the Rev. Mr. Dickell, but Mr. Stewart and Mr. De la Beche, both 
planters and friends of the colonial system. I will refer, however, at 
present, only to a single statement of Doctor Williamson, who resided 
I'ourteen years in Jamaica, and is also a strenuous advocate of the 
colonists, but it is a statement big with meaning, and which stamps 
falsehood on many a vague and imposing eulogy. ' If, in a warm day, 
viepass a gang' aays the Doctor, ' luAeri they are uncovered behind, it 
is a reproach lo every white man lo observe on them the recently lace- 
rated sores, or the deep farrovis which, tlioagh healed vp, leave the 
marks of critel punishment.' Vol. II. p, 225. But this, it may be 
objected, was twelve or fifteen years ago. Yes, it was — but T happen 
to have before me a letter from the same gentleman, on his return to 
Jamaica, on the Medical Staff, after an absence of ten years, dated at 
Stoney Hill, July UO, 1823. 1 quote from it, by permission of the per- 
son to whom it was addressed, the following passages : — ' The Sab- 
bath is still a day of traffic, marketing, revelling, among negroes under 
the bond of slavery.'—' I cannot understand, that in the interior any 
improvement has taken place among the planters.' 

" The ' Dominica Planter' has pressed the testimony of one Methodist 
Missionary, though uselessly to his object, into the service of the sla*e 
system. Let me avail myself of that of another for a directly opposite 
purpose. It is that of Mr. Gilgrass, then residing in Jamaica, and it 
will shew how httle foundation my opponent had for denying that 
family ties might be broken in that island by sale. 'A master of 
slaves,' he says, ' who lived near ug in Kingston, exercised his bar- 
barities on a Sunday morning, while we were worshipping God in the 
chapel, and the cries of the female sufferers have frequently interrupted 
us in onr devotions. But there was no redress for them or for us. 
This man wanted money, and one of the female slaves having two fine 
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diildroi, be mlA one of tbem, and the cUild was torn from Hers 
affcclJon. Id the agony of !ier reeling, she n:ade a hideous howling, 
and for that crime was flowed. Soon uSter he sold the other child. 
'This lumed her heart williin her,' and impelled her into a kind of 
madness. She howled day and night in the yard — tore her hair — ran 
up and down the streets rending the heavens with her cries, aud 
literally watering the earth with her tears. Her constant cry was, 
' That wicked massa Jew ! he sell my children. Will no Guckra toassa 
pity negar ? What tne do i Me no have one child ! ' As she stood 
before the windows, she said, * My massa, do, my massa minister, 
pity me ! My heart do so (shaking herself violently,) because I ha*e 
no child. Me go to massa house, in massa yard, and in my hut, and 
me no see them;' and then her cry went up to God." — Watson's 
Defence of tlie Methodists, p. 26. 

"As to Barbadoes, it will be sufficient to quote the ' Dominica 
Planter's' own witness, Mr. Dwarris, a gentleman, himself also a planter, 
who was specially commissioned to inquire into the state of the law in 
some of the islands, and whose report is even now scarcely a year old. 
Amidstmuch of general and declamatory praise of the planters, he tells 
us, that in Barbadoes, 'Slaves, are without legal protection or redress for 
personal injuries.'—' The slave has no remedy in case of the greatest 
oppression by the master or his delegate, or the grossest injury by third 
persons.' — ' A slave who is, or thinlu himself, aggrieved, looks in vain, 
in this island, for a proper quarter in which to prefer his complainL It 
can no where be received.'—' For the punishment of general oppressim 
and maUtreatraent of a slave, there is no provision by any law of 
Barbadoes. If inflicted by the master, it would be dispunishable ; if 
perpetrated by a third person, the owner would have Ais remedy by 
civil action, but the slave would still be without redress.' — ' A wicked 
or cruel master, or delegate, may inflict on him any degree of severity 
of punishment. No man, or set of men, has legal power to call bim 
to account for working his slave so long as he likes — for whipping him 
as much as he pleases — for chaining — for starving him.' — ' A master 
has uncontrolled, undefined, and absolute power.' — ' In the case of 
even very grievous bodily injury, inflicted on a slave by a manager, the 
sufferer himself, or his slave brethren, who were present, cannot give 
evidence, even though all the free evidence should have been designedly 
sent out of the way. In such a case, a slave is not allowed to be a prose- 
cutor. Maimed,mutilated,disGgured, dismembered, his woundsraust be 
the only tongues to relate his wrongs.' — Dwarris's first Report, p. 62, 66, 

" Now, it is in the face of these statements that the " Dominica 
Planter' asserts, and produces his respectable witnesses, by their 
voluntary and extra-judicial affidavits, to prove, that the jslaves in 
Barbadoes are happier than the peasantry in this country ! ! ! 
(*" But the Council of Berbice are, to the full, as strong in repelling 
every imputation of inhumanity on tlie insiiiutions and inhabitants of 
that colony, as the Council of Barbadoes. And yet take, as an illus- 
tration of the validity of their defence, the following case, furnisJied by 
the Fiscal of Berbice himself. 

" Complaint of the woman Minkie, belonging to Thomas C. Jones: 
says, ' Mr. Jones took me out of the barracks on Tuesday. He sent 
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me to Mr, Henery ; he would not buy mc. He sent me lo anotiier 

' genlleman. Both siiid my niasler asked too much money for me, and 

sent me back. I begged for a paas to look for an owner. He said no, 

he would put me down, and cut my . I was then Isid down, and 

tied to three slakes, and Chance flogged me with a cart whip. I got 
a severe flogging. 1 have marks of severe punishment visible on me; 
old and recent floggings, all inflicted by Jones.' She exhibits her pos- 
teriors, which arc covered with a plaster by order of the doctor, and 
apparently lacerated to that degree, that the Court judged it ex- 
pedient not to uncover it. Mr. Jones being called upon, said he had 
flogged her, and also broken her mouth for her insolence. He had 
had thirty-nine laid on her, and they were well inflicted. When he 
sent for her he had no intention of flogging her, but. after sending her 
lo three persons for sale and not succeeding, he told her she had often 
deserved a flogging. He then directed her to be flogged, and that 
it should be well laid on, which was done."— Berb ice Fiscal's First 
Report, p. 14. 

" In his second Report, the Fiscal tells us, thai ',his Honour, the 
President, and the Court, were highly indignant at the treatment of 
this female. No evidence, however, could be obtained to convtcl 
Mr. Jones q{ having inflicted a severer punishment titan that prescribed 
by law, although the Court were fully satisfled that the unfortunate 
female slave had been flogged in a severe and cruel manner, and 
to her sufferings, by her master's own confession, was added 
the breaking of her mouth in a most brutal manner,' p. 10. 
And what was the result of all this accumulation of horrors ? The 
punishment of Jones ? No. Jones was directed ' to take her (Minkie) 
from the custody of the Under Sheriff, on payment of the fees.' She 
was returned, that ts to say, into the power of this ruflian, by order 
of the Court. Such is the law and jiracttce of slavery in Berbice I 
Cruelty of the worst and most revolting description, followed, not only 
by the entire impunity of the perpetrator of it, but byforcibly replacing 
in his power the wretched and lacerated victim of his barbarity ! 

"But it is unnecessary to multiply instances of this kind. If we 
wish to have an adequate view of the utter falsehood of the statement, 
that the Slaves are better off than the peasantry of Great Briton, let as 
only imagine, that the police and institutions of Jamaica, for example, 
were transferred to this country. Let us only suppose, that in England, 
every proprietor of land, or of manufactories ; every bailiff, or over- 
seer, or head of an establishment, having servants under him ; every 
attorney, guardian, executor, or administrator, connected with such an 
«BiabIishment ; every overseer of a workhouse, and every keeper of a 
gaol, might legally, at Ins own discretion, and without the necessity of 
assigning a reason for so doing, for any ofTence, real or imaginary, (a 
misconstrued word — a misunderstood look,) ar from the mere wanton- 
ness of power, like Mr. Jones, cause to be stripped naked, and fixed 
prone to the earth, any or all of the men. women, or children, employed 
under him, and either publicly or privately, inflict, upon their bared 
posteriors, 12, 20, 25, or 39 (whatever the number may be) lacerations 
of the cart whip, aud then subject the sufferers, with their bleeding 
vfounds, to the stocks and haiit labour at pleasure ; — lei us suppose too. 



I 



I 



260 

that all theee diffeient proprietors and fuoctioDaricB had ibtfOWt C . 
delegating to their uaderlioo^a, their foremen and turnkeys, the same 
privilege of flogging, though to a more limited extent ; — let us further 
suppose, that the whole of the labouring class were debarred, by law, 
from giving evidence in the case of any abuse of power commilted by 
their superiors ; and though alloned, in such a case, to prefer a com- 
plaint before a magistrate, (the magistrate being liable himself to have 
similar complaints preferred against him before bis brother magistrate,) 
yet, if they failed in proving the truth of their complaint, by evidence 
that waa admissible, they might be punished with thirty-nine bshea at 
the discretion of the magistrate, for the very act of complaining; — 
suppose, moreover, a driver, armed with a whip, to be placed over our 
reapers in the field, or our spinners in the cotton-mill, which whip he 
might apply at his pleasure , to quicken indKStry, or to punish neglect; 
and that neither their time, nor their rate of exertion, nor the choice of 
their employmeot, nor the kind or measure of their food, or of their 
clothing, nor their hours of rest, nor their hours of labour were their 
own, but under the absolute direction and control of their master or 
overseer, and for the sole benefit of others, without wages :— Suppose 
all diis, and what should we think of the stale of our peasantry t — And 
what would they think of it ? 

It is obvious that such a state of thiugs, if it could be supposed far 
one moment to exist in this country, must give birth to innumerable 
abuses,] at least as many as in the West Indies; probably more. 
We do not believe tliat those who administer the West India system 
are guilty of greater cruelty and inhuni&nity, than would inevitably be 
practised by the generality of people among ourselves, were ihey to 
be cursed with the same system transferred to England. Even with 
all the protection which equal laws can afford — with an enlightened 
and disinterested Magistracy — with a press perfectly free^ — ^and with the 
control of public opinion, abuses are still to be found amongst vs. 
But supposing tliese important guards to be taken away, and that only 
every fifteenth man in the community was capable of giving evidence 
of wrongs committed, would any man, in his senses, predicate of the 
people of this country, that they were a happy people ? And do the 
West Indians so far exceed us in high moral principle ; are they such 
superhuman and angelic beings, that, with them, such a constitution 
of things, instead of being pregnant, (aa it ever must be when ad- 
ministered by meni) of misery to its subjects, should be productive only 
of happiness and enjoyment? And yet, this is what die ' Dominica 
Planter,'^3ud bis array of witnesses, on oath, would have us believe. 

" One word, however, about clothing. — Tne negroes of a Plantation 
in Berbtce, called Profit, com^^oed to the Fiscal, m October, lg-23, 
of a want of fish and clothing. I will not now go into the matter of 
the fish, though that, too, might well illustrate the roin/ortj of West 
India Slavery, but conline myself to the other poiet. The aaswer of the 
Uanager. to' the complaint of a want of clothing, was, that nioete«D 
months before, each man had had a Jacket, a hat, one yard of Salampore, 
and four yards of Osnabuig. This was deemed so adequate a supply, 
by the Fiscal, that two of the complainants were selecMd by him and 
flc^:ged, for ' having failed to prove" th«f oomptaint*- And yet, it 
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would be'difficult, for the most ingenious lailot in England to contrive 
to make even half a suit of clothes for the mere&t beggar who treads 
our streets, oat of thU entire supply of a man-slave for nineteen months, 
and for not being content with which the said man-slave was flogged. 

" And then let uslookat the value of ibis nineteen months' clothing of 
a grown manl The four yards of Osnaburg two shiilings, the yard of 
Solampore one shilling, the hat Ji/temi pence— the jacket would be 
valued high at Jive shillings ; in all nine shillings and three pence. Why, 
i[ would do no more than pay for a single pair of shoes and stockings 
for one of our comparatively wretched peasants. 

" We may appreciate the value of the other comforts, so loudly 
vaunted by the ' Dominica Planter,' and his Barbadian witnesses on 
oath, from this last illustration, conSrmed as it is by the nintli secuonof 
the Law of Barbadoes itself, passed in 1825, which fines an owner of an 
estate in the mighty sum of thirteen shillings sterling, who kavet his 
slave unclothed for a whole year. 

" But tliere is one important remark which applies to the whole of that 
imposing, but most fallacious catalogue of comforts which the ' Domi- 
nica Planter' has exhibited to us, and has supported by his long file of 
witnesses on oadi; and it is this, that they are all precisely of the same 
description with those enjoyed by the horses he either rides, or drives 
in his carriage. At the very best, and supposing all his allegations, and 
those of his witnesses, to be true, universally, and to tlie very letter, 
they give us a view of nothing beyond the merest physical, the merest 
animal, eojoytnents ; nothing beyond ihe comforts of the horse, the cow, 
or the dog. I will take the ' Dominica Planter's' horses as my 
example, and compare their state as to lodging, feeding, clothing, and 
medical treatment with his negroes, and shew, that even in tliese points, 
which constitute the alleged happpiness of the slaves, ihey fall below 
his horses. 

" 1st. As to lodging. — The quadrupeds, 1 will veotiue to say, are in- 
finitely better lodged than the bipeds. His four or bIk stall stable 
would pay for a dozen of his negro cabins ; is better protected than they 
are against the inclemency of llie seasons : and is infinitely more com- 
fortable; while the horse's bed of fresh straw far surpasses, incomfati, 
the board or mat of the slave. 

" 2nd. As lo feeding. His horses, I doubt not, have their regular 
three or four feeds of corn daily provided for them, besides hay to 
satiety, without any trouble on their part, either in growing or preparing 
their food. His slaves (I speak of Dominica) grow their own food, by 
the lal>our of their Sundays, and a few days in the year besides ; and, 
with the exception of breakfast, which is cooked and eaten in the field, 
the cooking of it is thrown on themselves, in addition 10 the labours of 
the day. 

" 3rd. As to clothing. -^Eac\t of the horse cloths which covers his 
horses from head to tail, costs more, 1 will also venture to sey, than the 
clothing for nineteen months, of the man, belonging to Plantation 
Pro6t, who was flogged for daring to complain of it as scanty : and 
the very shoes of one of his horses cost more in a twelvemonth than the 
shoes of his whole gang. 

" 4th. As to medical treatment.— i have before me the expence of a 
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B|&antatKni^ ConUniing 20S negroes, in Jamaica, for mediofil atttn^uee 
H!wid medicine for twelvemonths. It amounts ta 63/. sterling, beiag at 
K Ae mte of about six ahillings for each slave, and this ia above the 
Hwerage rate. I should like to know how much each of the ' Dominica 
^FtPIanter's' horses has cost, during the last year, for farrierj and 
H^ysic, for bleeding and drenching. 

B' " But, notwithstanding- all I have said, in support of my own views of 
B49iia subject, 1 shall be thought to have treated very unceremoniously 
Htiie solemn statements both of the ' Domiuica Plaatei,' and of the 
Hvarious highly respectable witnesses who bave testified, on their oaths, 
JTo the perfect happiness and comfort of the negroes. I think it neces- 
Hury, therefore, to produce one more witness, in refutation of their testi- 
BoBony, to whom even the ' Dominica Planter' will be disposed to defer. 
H4' mean Major Mootty. The Major tells us, that he has profoundly 
HWudied this question. He had a full opportunity of understanding all 
W its moral and physical relations during the years he had the task 
■ JMBigned him of ' coercing the steady labour' of Mr. Katz's 1 ,500, or 
K ^i800 slaves. His attachment to Colonial interests cannot be disputed. 
I Me is deemed by the Colonists one of their ablest, and most skilful, and 
Hwost influential advocates. And what is Ais evidence ? It is this: — 'In the 
HNVest Indies, Ibe climate renders agricultural labour more disagreeable 
Hto the African than similar work is, in England, to the English labourer;' 
^Uferefore, ' the African will not voluntarily exert himself, to the same 
H^tenl,' lor wages. (Sd Report, p. 16.) Hence ' the formation of a code 
Wfif laws, with a view to coerce the labonr of the Africans,' (p. IT.} and 
Hjhence, the necessity of this coerced labour to the creation of wealth, and 
^Bft steady and productive industry, which the Major enforces through 
H^any a folio page ; for the free negro, he says, ' is almost invariably 
Bfeund recoiling from the pain of steady labour in the sun,' (p. 54.) 
■May, ' the Black and Indian races, whose constitutions are most 
Vodapted to agricultural labour, recnil from It, beyond that moderate de- 
Btaree of exertion necessary to procure tbeir subsistence,' (p. 65.) In 
Hpnler to voluntary industry, the negro, he tells us, must not only ' en- 
^^JMinter the pain of labour in the sun,' but must also ' be able to resist 
Kjbmly the seducing pleasure afforded by repose in the shade' — ' the 
R enjoyment sought for and prized by all around them.' ' By what 
KiiQHtive then," be asks vety feelingly, ' are these men to be wiliidrawn 
l4om the enjoyment of that pleasure of repose which has a value so 
KflBuch higher in the torrid zone than in Europe? Any man,' he adds, 
IV may convince himself, that this enjoyment of repose is a bigh plea- 
^tare, by bonestly examining his own inclination for any laborious exer- 
' tion In llie open air, when the sun in Europe radiates a heat measured 
by 80 degrees of the thermometer.' It appears to Major Moody, 
therefore, to be Impossible to induce any free negro, ' to work eig/ii 
hours in a day for nnodier man, In return for ordinary wages, in a 
country where the labourer could more easily obtain the same value In 
subsistence, by working for himself only half an hour, or an hour, or two 
hours,' In warm climates, ' tohere repoie is one of the most strojiy 
deiires of men,' ' to obtain, without coetolou," the steady labour of 
iinciviliz»l men, he conceives will, ' in practice, be found to be moat- 
dijlicult,' (p. 60, 61.) Inshort, liedeemsii vaia to " expect voluntary, 
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tcady, continuous, nnd moderate industry in the low Inndsofthe loz'nd 
zone' without coercion; for, he adds, ' in the torrid zone, where steady 
labour in the sun is painful front the physical influence of heat, time 
cannot altogether remove the pain fell, though it prepares the bodies of 
some men to endure it. No dexterity in the use of toola can diminish 
the heat of the sun's rays, and, at the end of forty years, as at the end of 
four months, the pleasure of repose in the shade is found to be most 
powerful in diminishing voluntary steady industry.' (p. 77.)" 

" These physical fads, however, are not produced by Major Moody 
ss a reason for sparing the negro the agony of intense labour in the sun ; 
or for givino' him wages by way of compensating this pain, and tempt- 
ing him to labour; but for coercing him, and for placing him under the 
power of that effective instrument, the cart-whip, which he seems to 
hold to be indispensable, not only for the slave population, but for all 
those African captives, on whom repeated acts of the British Parhament 
have conferred freedom. I am not now, however, considering the 
justice and humanity of Major Moody's inferences, (his 'Philosophy 
of Labour,' as he calls it) but merely the facts themselves, which, 
whatever I might say, I presume, the * Dominica Planter' will admit 
to be true; and if true, what do they prove t Do they prove, with the 
' Dominica Planter,' and his array of witnesses on oath, that the slave 
population of the West Indies are happy ? Do they not prove the 
Teverse? The slaves, Major Moody gives us to understand, hate 
labour in a tropical snn, to such a degree, that wages cannot bribe 
them to undertake it. It is ' pain,' it is ' painful ' thus to labour. To 
do so is to do violenoe to nature, which, in such a burning climate, in- 
tensely desires repose in the shade. And yet all the institutions of the 
West Indies, and particularly the driver with his cart-whip, and the 
overseer with his arbitrary power of thirty-nine lacerations, and confine- 
ment in the stocks, are skilfully framed, so as to compel them to this 
painful labour by the means of a still more painful infliction, the torture 

' "A curious cunlrast to the views of M^or Moody is to be found in the pages 
«f unuther strenuous advocate of the ColonistB, Mr. Mscqueen, whu, in the 
GUagav: Cnitner of the IStb of October, 18':iG, endeavours to prove, by the fol- 
lowing extract of a letter frooi Kingston, in Jamaica, of the 1st of August pre- 
ceding, that ' Ibo genial wnrmth ' of a, tropical sun is qnite refreshing to the 
negro, and remarkably fits him for the pcrformaace of the work, which the Plan- 
ters require at his hands : — ' Id England one hears such expressioos as this — 
' the wretched aeicro toiling under a burning sun I' and this appears to describe 
a moat pitiable case ; but how contrary to the fact 1 Tlie heat tliat would kill 
one of us, is but a genial warmth to the native of anottier latitude. Yoa may 
often see a negro by suarise, wheo, perhaps, the thermometer is at eeienty-elght 
degrees, with his head and ears lied up in a handkerchief, sod shivering with 
coldj but as the sun acquires force, the handkerchief, is thrown aside; he 
becDiaeB more and more active, and at noon be seems a difTereut being from that 
yon saw in the moraing. In fart, you frequently hear the negroes complain of 
Eold, but seldom if ever, of heal.' 

" We have here exhibited to us, a specimen of most nuTRAORitiNAnv advo- 
CikCV on the part of these Iwa champions of the Colonial System, who are inge- 
nioos enongh to make the mont contradictory ststements contribute equally to 
the support of their favourite oaase. Major Moody grounds the nrcenaiig of 
Slavery oa the pain arising from the very same facts, which Mr. Macqueen 
alleges to be sources of pleasure, and which he therefore adduces ia proof of 
(he hunuinity of the System. 
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of tlie lash well laid on, or llie dread of Uiat experienced tortur*. They 
are forced, not by the sweetening influencu of reward, or by any of the 
hopes which elsewhere stimulate man to labour, but by the application 
of a superior degree of physical pain, to do that, steadily and conti- 
nuously, which it is pain/ill, according to Major Moody, lo do at all. 
To toke the laws of Jamaica as a specimen of the rest. They authorise 
the master (see the law of 1816, sec. 20, 27) lo compel, by brute force, 
this painjitl labour in the field, from Rve in the morning till seven b the 
" ' ' — I say in tkejield, for these hours do not include 
in the morning in going; to that field, and in the 
evening in returning from it, nor the time consumed in procuring, and 
bringing home grass for the cattle, after the labour of the field is over ; 
so that at least fifteen hours o^ painful labour in the day, with the in- 
terval of two hours and a half for meals, -are regularly exacted by the 
superior pain of the cart-whip, or the dread of it; and during four 
months of the year, namely, in crop-time, four more hours must be 
added to this number, making in all nineteen hours out of the twenty- 
four, extracted from beings, to whom every such hour, according to 
Major Moody, is painful. And yet the slaves of Jamaica are happy ! I ! 
What can so obliterate every trace of right feeling in the mind of any 
man, as to make him pronounce such a condition happy, or persuade 
him that he can make the public believe that it is bo? I am aware that 
the labour of the slaves, painful to them as Major Moody shews it to 
be, is to their masters at least, productive sometimes of very pleasant 
results. To this they may owe their stately mansions, their gilded 
apartments, their elegant furniture, their dashmg equipages, their beds 
of down, their sumptuous tables, and their rich and sparkling wines. 
But are these enjoyments never disturbed by such impressive facts as 
Major Moody has so laboriously e^ablished? — the pain, the lassttade of 
the poor negroes ; — -the denial to them of that intensely desired repose 
in the shade, while the sun radiates not eighty only, but it maybe ninety 
or ninety-five degrees; — ^that reluctance of outraged nature which even 
' forty years' of habit, accordiug lo the gallant Major, cannot subdue; 
and, above all, the coercion, the stripes, or the dread of stripes, by 
which alone all these obstacles to the master's power of obtaining his 
varied enjoyments, are lo be overcome ? Jf they do not, what does it 
prove, but what has been over and over again affirmed, that there is 
something in the administration of the West Indian System, which 
produces a state of feeling akin to that which permits the negro to 
laugh, and sing, and dance, and revel, beneath the lash and the 
chain." 
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STATISTICS OF SLAVE COLONIES. 

Much important information has recently been laid before the House 
of Commons, iu tlie ehape of Returns from the Slave Colonies, ordered 
to beprintedon the 9th ofMayl83(),and forming a volume of 760 folio 
pages, numbered 353, These Returns embrace a period of five years, 
from the Istof January 1821, to the 31st of December ISS.'i, and 
refer to a variety of particulars, such as the maTriage nf slaves ; the 
separation of families ; the value of slaves; thtir maiiumission ; Colo- 
nial pauperism ; the general population, &C. From six of the Colonies 
indeed, viz. Antigua, Bermuda, the Cape of Good Hope, Mauritius, 
Montserrat, and St. Lucia, there are as yet no Returns. The information 
that has been obtained therefore, and of which we propose to give 
a brief abstract, relates exclusively to the other fourteen Colonies. 
I. Ma&hiages of Slaves. 

1. Bahamas. In these Islands seven marriages of slaves have taken 
place in the five years, from 1821 to 1825 inclusive, besides eight 
marriages, in which one of the parties was free and the other a slave. 
The slave population amounts to upwards of 9000. 

An Act of this Island, passed in 1824, authorizes the celebration 
of marriages between slaves, but not without the consent of their 
owner in writing, which consent he may witlihold at pleasure, and 
without assigning a reason ; end it makes such marriages valid, always 
saving the authority and rights of owners. (Clauses 1 0^ — 1 3.) 

2. Barbadoes. The slave papulation of this Island is about 80,000. 
One marriage took place among them in these five years, none having 
been celebrated before. This marriage was solemnized, in the parish of 
St. Lucy, by the Rev. W. Harte. The singular boldness of this clergy- 
man, in committing such an act, deserves to be recorded, especially as 
we understand that it has brought upon him the censure of the Barba- 
dian public. The incumbents of the other ten parishes have escaped the 
reproach he has had to encounter. Their return is uniformly the same, 
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viz. " Nil." What astate of domestic purity and blessedness, tloea the 
large slave population of Barbadoes exhibit, with only one marriage in 
five yenrs! The pew Bishop, on landing in this island, ve are told bj 
his relation and secretary, was bailed by a chorus of sable damsels, 
singing these enchanting lines, 

le Itiahop is earning. 



De Bishop if 
De Bishop ia 
De Biabop is 



ingtom 



We will not attempt to account for the failure of these fond hopes : 
for even the single marriage which has been celebrated, and nhich is 
said to have excited almost as great a commotion \u Barbadoes as 
the appearance of a Methodist missionary wculd have done, took place 
some weeks before the Bishop's first arrival there. 

The President of the Island, in a letter dated March 14, 1826, tella 
Lord Baiburst, " that there is no law existing in Baibadoes, by which 
the marriage of slaves is authorized or sanctioned." 

3. BsTbice. The return from this Colony, containing 22,000 slaves, 
is still more summary than that from Barbadoes. NO marriage of 
slaves has taken place there ; and the learned legists of Berbice are 
in doubt whether the marriage ordinance of the Colony, being " the 
Egt Reglement en de generaliteit of tbeir high mightinesses of the 
States of Holland," has to do with slaves. 

4. Demerara. In this Colony, containing 75,000 slaves, so marria^ 
has taken place among them. 

5. Dominica. This Colony contains ahout .15,000 slaves. NO 
marriage has been celebrated by any Protestant clergyman between 
slaves ; but three have been celebrated where one of the parties was 
free, and the other a slave. By the Catholic Cur4, however, M. Jean 
de Lahos, 129 marriages of slaves have been solemnized in five years. 

The Dominica authorities were required to state what are the laws 
of that Island, " by which the marriage of slaves is authorized and 
sanctioned, and their connubial rights, recognized and secured." Their 
return to this requisition affords a curious and edifying specimen of 
the reliance that is to be placed on representations proceeding from 
parties interested in the maintenance of slavery. 

They cite, as their answer to the requisition, the following clauses 
of " an Act passed in 1788, for the Encouragement, Protection, and 
better Government of Slaves," viz. 

Clause 4. " And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained, by the 
authority aforesaid, that all owners, renlers, managers, or overseers 
of all the slaves who may be arrived at the years of maturity, and 
who may be desirous of entering into a connubial state, shall en- 
courage and exhort such slave or slaves, to receive the ceremony of 
marriage, as instituted under the forms of the Christian religion : and 
in neglect of doing so, the said owner, renter, manager, or overseer, 
shall be subject to a fine of five pounds." 

Clause 22. " And be it, and it is hereby further enacted and ordained, 
by the authority aforesaid. That any white person, or free person of 
colour whatever, who shall take away and coliabit with, the wife or 



I 



267 

e slaves of this Island, shall, o 
before any three or more magistrates, be subject to a fine nol exceeding 
the siiin of fifty pounds." (£25 sterling.) 

This is one of the most unblushing aiiempls we have ever witnessed to 
impose on the people and Parliament of Great Britain, This Act, passed 
in 178!^, was repealed in 133], and has therefore now no operation 
whatever. Nor in the Act which was then substituted for it, nor in any 
subsequent Act have those clauses been renewed, which are novr brought 
forward tor no other purpose that we can discover, but to blind the 
eyes of the Parliament and people of England. An Act passed in 
ISI8, it is true, petmite Curates, meaning we presume, the Catholic 
Cures, to solemnize the marriages of slaves, receiving a fee of one 
pound for each ; hut as for the above cited clauses, they have no 
existence. 

The Dominica Assembly has long signalized itself by a sort of 
legislative dexterity. In 178S, it outdid all the other Assemblies, in 
their pretended measures of reform ; witness the above clauses. But 
in 1S04, sixteen years after, when Lord Camden required General 
Prevost the Governor of Dominica, to inform him, what had been done 
in consequence of the 4tU and some other clauses of the meliorating 
act of 1T8S, the honest soldier bluntly answered, that the clauses had 
not been carried into effect. Not one slave had been married ; not one 
penalty had been enforced ; and the Act itself " appears," he tells us, 
" to have been considered, from the day it was passed until this hour, 
as a political measure to avert the interference of the mother country 
in the management'of slaves." 

But though the above provisions were to all intents and purposes a 
dead letter, it was thought unsafe to retain them. Accordingly in 
1331, a new slave Act was passed, expressly to amend the former, in 
which not only were these and several other fair sounding clauses 
omitted without any other being substituted, but at the very close of the 
new Act, a brief and summary clause is introduced, (the 35th) entirely 
repealing the Act of 1788. And yet, when the House of Commons in 
I8'26, calls for " a copy of any law, by which the marriage of slaves 
is authorized and sanctioned, and their connubial rights secured," 
the Dominica authorities have the hardihood, we will not say the disin- 
genuousncss to produce as such law, the clauses of an act which a sub- 
sequent act of Iheir own had totally repealed ; thus taking credit for 
provisions, which, while ihi-y existed, were a dead letter; and which 
they themselves had deliberately abrogated and annulled five years 

6. Grenada. This Island contains 35,000 slaves. In the several 
parishes into which it is divided, fourteen marriages of slaves have 
taken place within the five years. One of the incumbents, the 
Rev. W. Nash, in reporting that not one marriage had taken place 
in hu parish, subjoins some remarks of an exculpatory kind, which will 
be found to have an important general bearing. He praises two planters, 
who were solicitous lo introduce something like religious instruction 
among their slaves ; and he says, that if such plans were generally 
pursued, he should have happy presentiments of success, prwided he 
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coul3 prevail on the proprietors to attend to certain sugg;eVtionao 
such as " That every convettienf attention be shown to the temporal 
welfare of the negroes. On this the success of the rest" (meaning the 
efforts made for their spiritual benefit) " will mainly depend. The 
negroes, dull as their understandings are, have sagacity sufficient to 
connect moral causee n'ith physical eifects. They will say, * if our 
masters are really so desirous of promoting our happiness in the other 
world, why do they not give us an earnest of it, by attending to our 
comfort in this?' I trust they will do so, while (hey are sowing the 
' good seed ' for a future harvest. And although experience forbids 
me to be very sanguine in my expectations, yet I will believe that some 
of the seed will grow, and that there will be a harvest. At least 
if good principles fail to produce good practice, it must be allowed that 
without good principles good practice cannot be expected. At all 
events, this acquisition will arise from it, the adversaries of the 
system will be obliged to desist, or to recede to their citadel the 
abstract question." 

What are we to conclude from this last remark ? Is it not that 
Mr. Nash does not view with perfectly friendly eyes the adversaries of 
this system ? If so, his concessions are the more to be valued. 

The Grenada Slave Act of 1825, allows (see Clause 5) slaves to 
intermarry, provided the owner gives consent, and provided (a most 
unnecessary provision,) the Clergyman, Priest or other legally 
authorized person, shall consider such slaves to have a competent 
knowledge of the marriage vow. 

7. Honduras. In this Colony there has been only ov£ intermarriage 
of slaves ; and three between slaves and free persons. There is no law 
authorizing marriage. 

8. Jamaica. In this Island, the Duke of Manchester states, in his 
letter of the 4th of March, 1826, that he is " not aware of any law by 
which the marriage of slaves is authorized cr sanctioned.'' 

The following are the marriages of slaves, (marriages unauthorized 
and unsanctioned, and therefore unprotected, by law) which took place 
in the different parishes of this Island, during the years 1S21 — 1825 
inclusive, the slave population being about 330,000. 





Slave population. 


Marriagea of Slaves. 


Manchester, 


18000 


191 


Port Royal, 


7000 


24 


St. Dorothy's, 


5000 


4 


Hanover, 


23000 Z 


4 


St. Thomas in the Vale, 12000 


16 


St. Andrew's, 


16000 


no return. 


Trelawney, 


27000 


5 


Vere, 


8000 


1 




18000 


2 


St. Mary's, 


26000 


141 


St. John's, 


7000 


3 


St. George's, 


13000 


104 


St. David's, 


8000 


101 



Wesimoreland, 


22000 


St. Elizabeth's, . 


19000 


St. James's, 


25000 


St. Thomas in the East, 


25000 


St. Ann's, 


25000 


St. Catherine's, . 


8000 


Portland, 


8000 


Kingston, 


7000 



Some curious circumatances are to be remarked with respect to this 
list of marriages. 

lu the lirst place, except in one instance, (that of Manchester) 
marriage prevails chiefly where the Metliodist preachers have obtained 
a footing. Iq Kingston, and St. Thomas in the East, Methodist 
missions have been established for many years, and there marriages 
are frequent. In St. Mary's, St, Geoi^e's, Si. David's, St. James's, 
St. Catherine's, and Portland, where the Methodist missionaries have 
recently made inroads, marriages are becoming less infrequent. In 
eleven other parishes, containing 173,000 slaves, there were only 68 
marriages in five years, or about 13 in each year. And here it appears 
to us of the utmost importance to remark, that in the various parishes 
of this Island, which are pre-eminently distinguished by the paucity of 
marriages; as Vere, in which only ovv, marriage has taken place in^ue 
years ; Clarendon, where two marriages have taken place in five years ; 
St. John's where, in five years, three marriages have been solemnized, 
and only one marriage had ever taken place before ; Westmoreland, 
where only two marriages have taken place in five years ; St. Dorothy's, 
where only four marriages have taken place in five years ; Hanover, 
where the same number of marriages has been solemnized ; Trelawney, 
where there have been only five marriages ; St. Elizabeth, where only two 
marriages have occurred ; and St. Ann's, where there have been only 
five marriages in five years ; — it is most important, we say, to remark, 
that in these various parishes, not a few of the most influential West 
Indian Proprietors, filling seats in both Houses of Parliament, who pro- 
fess their cordial attachment to measures of Reform, and prefer strong 
claims to the public confidence and respect, possess large plantations, 
crowded with slaves. We earnestly entreat their attention to the facts 
now brought before them, and of which they may not have been pre- 
viously aware, in the hope that they may apply a remedy to the evil. 

We now discover that 184, of the 187 marriages, which Mr. Bridges 
boasted of having solemnized in the parish of Manchester, but which 
in fact prove to have been only 140, were all celebrated by him, at 
one time, in or about the month of February, 1823, just as he must 
have received Mr. Wilberforce's Appeal, and, lb furnish a reply to 
whom, he found thai he must have a batch of marriages got up. In the 
parish of St. Ann's, of which Mr. Bridges is now the incumbent, only 
five marriages have taken place in five years, though the population is 
55,000. 

9. Nevis. In a population of 9,500 slaves, five marriages have taken 
place between slaves, and three where one party was a slave and the 
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other free. There is in this Island no law authorizing or sanctioning 
marriage. 

10. St. Christopher's. In this Island there is no law authorizing mar- 
riage. The slave population amounts to nearly 20,000. Eiohteew 
marriages have taken place among them in five years. 

11. St. Vincent* s. The slave population amounts to 24,000. Foub 
marriages have taken place among them in five years. Until the year 
1820, a law existed in this Island, actually prohibiting the marriage of a 
slave with a free person, under a penalty on the officiating clergyman of 
£50. and on the free person of £200. or slavery for four jears.' This 
strange and whimsical enactment, marking the hostility of the St. Via-* 
cent's legislators to all but illicit connections, was superseded by their 
Act of 1820; but it was not till December 1825, that the marriage of 
slaves received any legislative recognition. It was then authorized, but 
under grievous restrictions. The marriage can only be solemnized by a 
Clergyman of the established Churchy and he must be satisfied that the 
parties understand the marriage-vow. What nation is there so savage 
on the face of the earth, the English Slave Colonies excepted, where the 
population does not understand the nature of the marriage engagement? 
This is a proof of the same ill-concealed hostility to marriage, whicli 
formerly reduced to slavery a freeman who married a slave. 

The clereyman of St. Vincent's, Mr. Lansdown Gilding, apologizes 
for the small number of marriages on the ground of his previous want of 
authority to perform the ceremony. He complains too of interlopers. 
It seems a grievous offence in his eyes, that '* vast numbers of slaves 
have been clandestinely married by Methodist preachers,'' and have not 
yet applied to him to be remarried. It would appear as if he actually 
regarded the Methodist preachers as offenders, because they had exerted 
themselves to check, among their converts, the prevailing habits of li-; 
centiousness, by inducing them to form permanent connections under the 
imposing sanction of a religious ceremony. So far from meriting blame, 
they deserve for this the highest commendation ; and the St. Vincent^s 
legisls^re owe it to the moral interests of their island to legalize these 
marriages, instead of leaving them to be thrown into doubt, by permit- 
ting Mr. Gilding to require the parties to be remarried by him before 
they are to be considered as man and wife. 

12. TobagoA There is no law authorizing the marriage of slaves in 
this Island, and, in point of fact, no such marriage has ever taken place 
there. Its slave population amounts to about 14,000. 

13 .Tortola. The return from this island is to precisely the same 
effect with that from Tobago. 

14. Trinidad. The slave population of this island amounts to 23,000. 
The Order in Council of 1824 legalized the marriage of slaves ; but the 
fruit of that order has hitherto been very small. Eleven marriages have 
followed it, there having been only one previously. Of these eleven mar- 
riages, nine have been celebrated by the Methodist Missionary, two by 
the Catholic Cur6, and not one by the Church of England clergyman. 

Is it necessary to add a word to this striking exemplification of the 
state of West Indian society and West Indian morals? Is there in the 
known world any thing to be compared to the profligacy of manners 
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which it discloses ? Nor is the absence of right feeling which these state- 
ments evince, notwithstanding the discussions of forty years' duration 
by which the Colonists have been compelled to consider the question^ 
more remarkable than the absolute indifference they manifest to the be- 
nefits connected with an increase of the slave population. ** It is the 
interest of the Planters," we are told, *' to treat their slaves well, and 
therefore they do treat them well/' Such is the reasoning by which 
the people of England are deluded. Is it not then the interest of the 
Planters that their slaves should increase? If it be, is not marriage 
essential to that object ? But, what has their all-powerful sense of 
interest, to which so much is attributed, done to promote marriage 
among their slaves ? With what extreme reluctance do they even now 
consent to enactments for that purpose, and what a multiplicity of 
restrictions do they impose upon it? What can more clearly shew 
the light in which the whites view the negro race, than . this extra- 
ordinary, nay almost morbid repugnance to raise them from the de- 
basement of a sexual intercourse resembling that of brutes, (not- 
withstanding the depopulation produced by it,) to the enjoyment of 
the charities of domestic life ? And does not this very fact solve 
to us much of the mystery which would otherwise hang over the 
whole of the Slavery question ; while it proves the absolute hopeless- 
ness of any effectual reform proceeding from the Colonial autho- 
rities ? Among the White community of the West Indies ; and, we 
admit, it would be precisely the same with any community, placed in 
the same unfortunate circumstances with theirs ; there exists an invincible 
dislike of every measure which goes to lessen the moral and intellectual 
distance between themselves and the dependent negro, or to produce 
an approximation in their social, civil; or political rights. This 
state of feeling is curiously illustrated in almost every page of the 
writings of that most zealous of all the advocates of the Slave System, 
Major Moody ; and with his usual inverted mode of reasoning, he em- 
ploys it to shew, not that Parliament should interfere to correct the evil, 
but that the negroes are doomed to remain for ever an inferior and de- 
graded caste ; in short to be for ever slaves. The prejudice he assumes to 
be invincible and its cure hopeless, so long as their colour and their smell 
are unchanged. And is not the very existence of this prejudice an un- 
answerable argument against entrusting to the men who entertain it, 
the reform of their own negro code? We do not deny that the Colo- 
nists would be content to admit of many ameliorations in the treatment 
of the . slaved of a kind similar to those which might take place in the 
treatment of their cattle. But from every measure which would tend 
to raise him in the scale of being to their own level ; which would give 
him equal legal rights ; which would confer on him a social and civil 
as well as a merely animal existence ; which would make him a partici- 
pator in their intellectual pursuits, and in their deathless hopes, they 
shrink (and in this view of the subject the report of Major Moody bears 
us out) with a kind of instinctive abhorrence, with a sensitiveness 
similar to that with which the inhabitant of the lordly mansion shrinks 
from intercommunion with wretchedness and rags, with filth and beg- 
gary. We here speak not of a few enlightened and humane proprietors^ 
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bnt of the mass of Colonial residenU. — But it may be said, " if you ad- 
mit that the mass of the Colonists are actuated, in these feelings, just aa 
all other men would be actuated (who at least are not influenced by 
Christian principle, and do not feel that the soul of a negro is as valu- 
able as the soul of a white,) why load the Colonists with reproach 
and obloquy on that account? The censure ought to fail not on the 
Colonists but on the circumstances in which they are unhappily placed." 
— In reply, we will go still farther than the objector and say, that the Co- 
lonists are not half so much to blame, in the conduct they pursue to- 
wards the negro race, as the legislature of Great Britain is, who refuse 
to interfere to prevent by their irresistible fiat, what is, and withont its 
interference ever must be, the natural and almost necessary result of ihe 
relative circumstances of the master and slave ; — who vainly expect 
that, in such circumstances, the former should discharge with fidelity 
and imparttatity the high legislative functions assigned to him ;~-who 
in short, confide the destinies of the slaves to those who, in the em- 
phatic language of Mr. Canning "cannot execute that trust fairly ;" 
" Whose laws can never reach, can never cure the evil; " there being 
something, as the same great statesman lias well remarked, "tn the very 
nature of absolute authority, in ihe relation between master and stave, 
which makes despotism, in ali. cases and under all circmiKtances, an 
incompetent and unsure executor men of its ovjn provisions in, favour of 
the objects of its power." 

II. Sbpauation of Families. 

1. Bahcma. The Slave Act of this island, passed in 1824, (clause 6) 
forbids the separation, by sale of any kind whether private or Judicial, 
or by bequest, of husband and wife, or reputed husband and wife, and 
their children under fourteen years of age, provided they belong to the 
same owners. No means are given of tracing whether, in the exporla- 
tions which have taken place to other Colonies, or in the sales by the 
Marshal of slaves seized in execution, this law has been faithfully ob- 

2. Barbadoes. It is not stated whether there be in Barbadoes any law 
to prevent the separation of families. It is clear however, that there is 
not. 

In these papers is contained a Return of forty-four persons escheated 
to the Crown, in this Island, from 1821 to 1825 inclusive, which dis- 
closes some curious particulars. 

A negro of the name of John Thomas Atherley, had purchased his 
own freedom, and had also succeeded in redeeming his wife and four 
children from Slavery, by the fruits of his own industry ; when he died. 
Though he had been able to pay their owner the price of their manu- 
mission, he had not been able, before his death, to pay the enormous 
tax, which, in Barbadoes, was imposed on manumissions ; and he had 
emitted to make a will. His wife and children, therefore, were regarded 
as his own slaves, and as such, he having no /f^a^ heirs, were escheated 
to the Crown. And Ihey would infallibly have been sold for the benefit 
of the Crown, but for the interposition of a benevolent individual, who 
made such representations, on the subject, to his Majesty's Government 
at home, as produced, at first, a suspension of their sale, and afterwards, 
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ir entire libeintion, Tltese poor creatures, however, after aiTtfaeir fears 

and sufieriogE, were made to pay ihe Iieavy expenses allendiog the ces- 
sion of their liberty, as well as tkejinding of his Majesty's Htte lo them. 
Is it possible to conceive a more cruel chbc than this would have been, 
under the operation of the laws of Barhadoes, but for the intervention of 
the Government? — There occurs one other case of manumission by an 
order of the Lords Commissi oners of his Majesty's Treasury ; and in 
the case of eighteen more, their I'aie is suspended till his Majesty's plea- 
sure shall be tuken. Surely it cannot be a matter of doubt, what Uiat 
pleasure will be. — All, however, of these escheats have not been so for- 
tunate as lo have their case made known to the Government; and the 
following statement of the sales of individuals, ybr tlie benefit of his 
Majesty, will be read with pam and disgust by every loyul mint). 

On the 7th of August, 1 823, nineteen individuals became escheats of 
the Crown ; and in eleven days from that time, namely, ou the 18lh of 
August, 1823, they were all sold by public auction, with the exception 
of two who effected their escape, and the net proceeds of their sale were 
paid into the Treasury of Great Britain. The transaction, bad enough 
in itself, will be in no small degree aggravated, when we consider all 
the ciicumslances of it, and especially the cruel separation of families 
which was sanclioned by the agents of the Crown, The following are 
the particulars of this opprobrious sale, as Lhey are given under the offi- 
cial signature of" Lionel Parke, Receiver General of his Majesty's 
Casual Revenue." 

1. Quow, aged 55, father of Ceesar, sold to Thomas Louis, for £45. 

2. Cffisar. aged 27, son of Quow, to Samuel Henery, for £90. 

3. Orange, aged 67, mother of October, lo B. T. Youo°-. for £5. 

4. October, aged 44, son of Orange, to C. Crouch, for £46. 

5. AHpI, aged 43, husband of Lubbah, and father of Thomas, Kilty, 
and Becky, sold lo. Henry Tudor, for £32. 10s. 

6. Lubbah, aged 40, wife of Abel, and mother of his children, sold 
also to Henry Tudor, for £38. She appears lo have been put up sepa- 
rately, and Mr. Tudor appears to have bid high in order to obtain her. 

7. Thomas, aged 16, son of Abel and Lubbah, sold to H. iMojiely, 
for £51. 

8. Kitty, aged 13, daughter of Abel and Lubbah, to Joshua Levi, 
for £46. 10s. 

9. Becky, aged 6, daughter of Abel and Lubbah, to Mr-Alsup. for £98. 
Again, Deborah, Sukey, Betsey, Polly, and Thomas, are brothers 

and sisters. Sukey has one child, Betsey three, and Polly one. They 
are thus disposed of, 

10. Deborah, aged 28. is sold to W. Slraker, for £15. 

> I i> 1 I »^ I ... irr-ii- ( are sold, in one lot, 

-■ ^"W'£g^d26,motherofJas.\V,ll.am. \ ^^ Thomas Howell, 
Vi. .Pames Wdharo, aged 1 J, son of Sukey, 1 fnr£'il 

1 3. Betsey, aged 34, mother of Caroline, ■ 
Grace, and Medorah, 

14. Caroline, aged 4, daughter of Betsey, 

15. Grace, aged 2J, daughter of Beisev, 
Ifi, Medorah, aged 9, daughter of Belsey, is sold to William Austin, 

for £51. lOs. 



are sold, in one lot, 
. lo James Lealted, 
for £30. 
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. 14. TriMtdad, The Order in Couacil prohibits the separatScn of 
families only by judicial sale, leaving it lo the caprice of the individual 
to regulate his private sales. 

In concluding this head, let us again carefully note the spirit of Colo- 
nial legislation, as exemplified, not only in the brutality of the sexual in- 
tercourse which has so long been preferred tj) the marriage tie, but in 
the reokless indifference with which, in the case of the negro, that legis- 
lation has left every tie to be burst asunder, and has assimilated human 
beings, born in the image of God, and possessing natural affections as 
ardent as our own, as mere chattels, to the beasts that perish. 

III. Pauperism. 

1. Bahamas. The only establishment in the Bahamas, for the relief 

of the poor, appears to be an hospital or poorhouse. The expense 
attending it amuunls to from £1,400, to £1,600 a year, but the items 
of the expenditure are not given, and it is to be presumed, that the 
greatest part of it consists in salaries to the superintend an is and ser- 
vants of the establishment; because an equal sum appears lo be spent 
in 1335, when there were only ten patients in the hospital, and in 1823, 
when there were forty-eight. The number passing through the hos- 
pital in five years amounted to 141, vix. — Seventy-four free blacks 
and coloured persons, and sixty-live whites ; being, on the average, 
fifteen free persons and thirteen whites. The number of free blacks and 
persons of colour is about 2400, of whites about half that number. 

2. Barbadoes. The following is the average annual number of pau- 
pers, supported in nine different parishes of this island, as given in the 
Returns from 1821 to 1825, inclusive, the Returns from St. James and 
St. Philip being wholly omitted, viz. 



St. Lucy, 
St. Tliomas, 
St. John, 
St. Andrew, 

St. George, 



63. 



St. Peter. 
St. Joseph, 
Christ Church, 
St. Michael's, 



96. 



In all 998 paupers, all of whom, with a single exception, are whiu. 
The parish returns in general express that there are no free blacks or 
coloured persons who receive relief. The parish of St. Michael is the 
only exception, and there, relief is afforded to oke woman of colour. 
From one parish, St. Peter's, the return is that " there are no free 
coloured paupers ;" from another, St. Joseph's, " that no instance of a 
free black or coloured person being lelieved by the parish," lias oc- 
curred. The return from Christ Chuich, states that, " at any time that 
free coloured persons require relief, it is granted from the parish ;" but 
no instance is recorded of its having been required or granted. In one 
parish, indeed, St. George's, an endeavour is made to represent (he an- 
nuity paid, bj law, as interest on the sums exacted as a lax on manumis- 
sions, in the light of parish relief; and thirty-six free black and coloured 
persons are named, who thus receive relief. But this is nothing more 
than a clumsy attempt at imposition, the sums paid annually by the 
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the expendtture appears to have^been as follows : for aeventeea white 
persons, guilders 4,139. 10; for two free persons of colour, guilders 
£34. 16; bein^ for liie wliites above £300 sterling, and for the free 
persons of colour under £40. 

4. Demerara. The free black and coloured population of this Co- 
lony amounts to 4,727 ; the whites, it is supposed, to not above half 
that number. The number of the latter, who are pensioners on the 
poor fund, on the average of five years, appaars to be fifty-one ; of free 
blacic and coloured persons twenty-six. Besides this, there is occa- 
sional relief given to both classes, in the proportion of about three to 
one ; tliat is to say, the white paupers receive, in this vfay, an aggregate 
amouQi, which is about three limes as much as is paid to paupers of the 
other class. The accounts, however, are far from being clear and dis- 
tinct ; sufficiently 80, however, to shew that, while the free black and 
coloured population is probably double that of the whites, the portion 
of relief they receive does not amount to more than one half — although 
in those five years the poor fund derived, from that most unjust and 
oppressive tax, a tax on manumissions, no less than 20,400 guilders, 
or nearly £1,500 sterling. 

5. Dominica. The white population of Dominica is estimated at 
about 900 ; the free black and coloured population was ascertained in 
1825 ti) amount to 3122. During the five years, ending in Nov. 1825, 
thirty of the former class had received relief from the poor fund, and only 
ten of the latter; the amount paid to the latter being £1110, to the 
former £3792; so that we find only one third of the number of paupers 
in a population of free black and coloured persons which is considera- 
bly more than three times as numerous as the whites ; thus making the 
proportion about one to nine. 

6. Grenada. This Colony furnishes a still more striking exemplifica- 
tion of the independence of the free black and coloured papulation 
than even Dominica. They amounted in IS25 to 3486. The last 
census of the whitej in 1820 gave their number 883, and there is rea- 
son to suppose that they may have diminished rather than increased 
since that lime. During the five years in question, the expense of the 
Colony hospital, which alone appear.'i to give relief to paupers, was 
about £2640 currency, or £1320 sterling, being at the average rate of 
£264 sterling per annum, and even this includes the salaries of officers, 
the treasurer having £50 sterling a year- But it does not appear that 
any part of this small sum was applied to the relief of free blacks 
"Or persons of colour. 

7. Honduras. This small Colony furnishes a further striking proof 
of the utter groundlessness of those allegations, which are sounded, 
from mouth to mouth, throughout the whole Colonial parly with 
Major Moody at their head. The while population of Honduras is 
returned, in 1824, as amounting only to 150, the free black and 
coloured population, to 17.50. (see letter cf Capt. M'Lean, House of 
Commons papers, l^ihof June, 1824, No. 439) being about twelve 
limes as numerous as the whites. The return of the Treasurer of the 
Colony is. that " there are no funds raised in Honduras, for the 
support of the poor, there being so very few persons who are literally 
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in dlstresi from poverty ; but such as are iq, an readily relieTed bjr 
the Magistrates, and monies allowed them Trom ihe public funds of the 
settlement," The number of free persons thus relieved, has Taried in 
five years, from 6 la 8, eight being the largest number, at an expense 
of about £100 sterling annually. There appear to have been only 
two white paupers in the Colony, with the exception of the Poyais 
emigrants, for whom, a sum of about £4000 currency was disbursed 
from the public treasury. 

8. Jamaica. This Island is supposed to contain about 20,000 
whites, and about double that number of free black, and coloured 
parsons. The return of paupers from eighteen of its parishes (those 
of Kiogston, St. Thomas in the Vale, and St. Dorothy's being omitted,) 
exhibit the avenge number of white paupers to be 295, of black and 
coloured paupers 148; the proportion of white paupers to those of 
the other class, according to the whole population of each, being as 
four to one. The payments made to the whites are also very con- 
siderably latter in amount, in proportion to the number relieved, than 
those made to the black coloured paupers. 

9. Nevis. The white population of this Colony is estimated at about 
800, the free black and coloured population at about 1800. The 
number of white paupers receiving relief is stated to be 25, that of the 
other class 2 ; being in the proportion to that of the whiles of one to 
twenty eight. 

10. St. Christopher's. We have no means of ascertaining the white, 
and the free coloured population of this Island. The average number of 
white paupers appears to be 115, of black and coloured paupers, 14, 
although there is no doubt that the population of the latter class, 
greatly outnumbers that of the former. 

11. Si. Vincent's. The white population of this Island is stated, in 
1825, to be 1301; the free black and coloured population 2324. 
" We have neuer had". s&ys Sir 0. Brisbane, the Governor, "any 
poor's rate or other taxes levied for the support of the poor. The few 
paupers (alwats white) who occasionally resort hither, are generally 
supported from tlie town funds." 

12. Tobago. Neither the white, nor the free black and coloure'd 
population of this Island is given. But the point is of small im- 
portance, as the Governor, Sir F. P. Robinson, informs Lord Bathurst, 
that "there is no fund for assisting paupers in this Colony, except 
that of the Church," (which does not amount to sixty dollars per 
annum) " and the reason is, that there are no other poor people who 
require that kind of relief." 

13. ToTtola. In 182£, the free black and coloured population 
amounted to 607. The whites are estimated at about 300. The number 
of white paupers relieved appears, to be 39 ; of black and coloured, 4 ; 
being in the proportion of fourteen to one. 

14. Trinidad. The white population of this Island is about 3500 ; 
that of free black and coloured persons amounts to about 15,000. 
The Treasurer of the Island reports, that no funds have been raised in 
this Colony for the support of tlie poor. 

In short, in a population of free blacks and people of colour, amount- 
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ing lofrom 80,000 to 90,000, only 299 perBOns have received itny relief 
liowever small, as paupers, being about one in eacli 370 persons, 
exhibiting^ altogether an example of ease and independence, not to 
be paralleled in any otber part of the British Dominions, or among- 
any other class of his Majesty's subjects. And yet what saya that 
veracious writer the Rev. Mr. Bridges, on this subject ? " The free 
negro and coloured population of these colonies are a slothful race, 
living without labour or means ;" they " merit your commiseration, and 
should elicit your sympathy." " In age or incapacity they are ex- 
posed " " without resource to all the want and misery, which close 
a life of unrestrained indolence, apathy, and vice." 
IV. Makumissions. 
In the five years from 1821 to 1825 inclusive, the following manu- 
missions have taken place, viz. — 

1. In ihe Bahamas, there have beeen 176 manumissions: — there 
is here no tax payable upon them. 

2. In Barbadoes, 408 roanu-missions have taken place ; on seventy 
two of which a tax of £50 was paid, and on 336 of which no tax was 
paid, the parties having evaded it by being manumitted in England 
at an expense of about seven pounds; a conveyance of them to a 
person in England having been previously executed by their owners, for 
the express purpose of their being manumitted. The fee for those 
on whom the tax has been paid is 30s.; on the others, 37s. 6d. 
Those for whom ihe tax has been paid, are entitled to an annuity of 
8 per cent, or £4. per annum for life ; the others to nothing, 

3. In Berbice, the manumissions have been only 49, for which 
taxes have been paid to the extent of 17,500 guilders, or £1250 
sterling, besides a fee on each of 186 guilders, or £I3. 5s. sterling, 
being altogether a tax of about £39. 5». on each manumission. 

4. In Demerara, the manumissioDS have been 142, the taxes oil 
which have amounted to 20,396 guilders, or £1457 sterhng, being at 
the rate of £11 sterling on each, besides the fees, which are large. 

5. In Dominica, the momimiBsions have amounted to 15fl, on which 



. has been paid of £2904 currency, besides fees amounting tf 
£202. 10s. in all £3106. 10s. currency, or £1553. 5s. sterling, being al 
the rate of about £10. sterling each. 

6. In Grenada, the manumissions have been 407; a fee being paid 
on each of £3. 1 6s. and no lax. 

8. In Honduras, 141 manumissions have taken place, the charge 
on each being a fee of two dollars and a half, and no tax besides. 
One man pays £250 for his freedom, another £300, another, £225, 
The father of three children buys them for £280. A man continuing a 
slave himself, buys his wife for £100; another buys his son for the 
same sum : several women buy themselves at the rate of £100, and 
one pays for herself £200. 

8. In Jamaica, the record of manumissions is so confused, that it 
is difficult to ascertain the precise number. In many cases the par- 
liculnrs of wills are given directing certain sums to he paid for manu- 
missions, hut without specifying whether the provisions of these wills 
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haTB been oatried iotq effect. It is therefore a inatier of doubt; 
what the number of manumissions in this Island during the five yeara 
in question, actually has heen. There is also great irregularity in 
the dates of the manumissions, many of them bearing that of almost 
every year from 1805 to 1820, and some even so distant a date as 
1796. In short, no account could be more ingeniously contrived to 
render all correct inference from it absolutely impossible. The num- 
ber in the five years may be 1500, or it may be 2900. A few curious 
facts may, nevertheless, be collected from it. One noble lord aells 
Charlotte and her six children for £700. Another noble lord sells 
Sarah for £180. ; Mary Ann, for £150.; and Eleanor and her child, 
for £100. A wealthy baronet sella awoman and her four children for 
£315.; a man, for £200. ; four women, for £335.; and two women, for 
£330. Another baronet, a member of parliament, sells a mother and 
her daughter for £280. ; a mother and two children, for £420. ; a mo- 
ther and four children, for £360.; and a mother and two children, 
for £185. One proprietor sells two women and a child for £400; and 
a woman, for £140. Another, a member of parliament, sells two 
Elizas, one for £100,, the other for £150., and John for £140. Ano- 
ther member of parliament sells Elizabeth Guy, for a "new slave," value 
£llfi. If the word " new stave," is to be understood in its ordinary 
acceptation, it seeraa fit that the Attorney-General should enquire 
where such a contraband article was obtained. 

Now, it is obvious, that in all these cases the vendors of the manu- 
mitted slaves, who are, probably for the most part, the mulatto concu- 
bines and children of whife men, take advantage of the stale of the 
law, to exact from their keeper or parent, a far higher price than the 
fair market value of the persons sold. It is plain that but for this, 
£280 never could have been obtained for a mollier and her daughter, 
or £420 for a mother and her tivo daughters. And this will more 
clearly appear, when we come, under the next head, to see what is the 
fair average value of slaves, when brought into the market, and sold 
at the market price. The persons disposed of at these enormous 
rates, if sold by auction, or fairly appraised, would not have brought 
to their rendors, (we will not suppose ihe owners to be cognizant of 
the matter,) above one ihird of the money that has been exacted for 
them. And it might be shewn from this very Return, that the 
same course is pursued, not only where passion or affection may 
be effectually wrought upon to submit to such exorbitant demands, 
but where the earnest desire of the hard working slave, to effect 
his emancipation, enables the master to exact for his freedom double 
or treble the sum he could procure for him by appraisement. On this 
principle, we find many mule slaves paying for themselves £140, 
£200, and even £250 ; and female slave* paying like prices, and one 
even as much as £300 for liberty. Now if Lord Bathurst's plan of 
compelling manumissions to be executed at a fair appraisement were to 
be adopted, such cruel exactions would be no longer possible; and hence, 
we may presume, in part arises the violent opposition which has been 
excited to that measure, just and merciful as it is, through the West 
Indies. We are confirmed in this view of the wibjecl by a letter which 
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appeared ia a late JaniHica newspaper, addressed lo its Editor, by Mr. 
Grossett, the Member of Parliament, in which, while he recommends a 
prudent compliance with some of the propositions of Government, he 
coDdemos this particular provision as big with ruin to the owners of 
slaves ; although Lord Bathurst most truly represents it as altogether in- 
dispensable to the hope of advancing a single step towards the ultimate 
extmction of Slavery. 

9. In Nevis fifty'Seven manumissions have taken place. 

10. In St. Christopher's the number of manumissions furnished by 
John Tyson, the Registrar of Deeds, as occurring from 1821 to 1825, 
is 362. But there is an additional Return from the Registrar of Slaves, 
W. Thomson, of 513 manumissions between lftl7 and 1826, which 
are not recorded by the Registrar of Deeds, making together 775. The 
remarkof the Governor upon the subject is to this effect. " As the en- 
tering of each manumission in the olfice of the Registrar of Deeds is 
necessary to the legality of the proceeding, many more persons are 
actually manumitted than appeals on the face of the re<um forwarded 
from that office ; and I therefore enclose a Return of manumissions as 
furnished by the Registrar of Slaves, by which it will appear that near 
double the number of slaves have been actually manumitted that are not 
considered so in the eye of the law." This, however, is a great grievance, 
and some remedy should be forthwith applied to it, otherwise these 513 
manumitted persons, may, hereafter, from the v^ant of some required 
formality, be reduced again to their former cruel bondage. And the 
omission of this formality is the more remarkable, as the fee attending 
it does not appear to exceed 32s. 6d. currency, or 1 Is. sterling. In this 
island also we find individual slaves forced to pay £100, £150. £200. 
and even £300. for their redemption, while the average rate at sales is 
only £48. 5s. There is now no tax in this island on manumissions. 

11. In St. Vincent's the manumissions amount to 389. The fee on 
manumission ia £8. There is do tax. 

12. In To6a<ro the Return extends only from the 1st January to the 
19th November, 1825, omitting the preceding four years for which a Re- 
turn was demanded. The manumissions are only fifteen in number. 
There is neither tax nor fee in this Island. 

13. In Tortola there have been 101 slaves manumitted at a cost for 
fees of 39j. each, of whom at least eighty appear to have been redeemed 
by themselves or their parents. 

14. In Trinidad 61 \ manumissions have taken place, about half of 
which appear to have been effected by themselves, or by their parents, 
at prices varying from £'25. to £375. currency. The fee on each 
manumission is £1. sterling, and is paid by the I'reasury of ihe Island. 
TTiere is no tax. 

V. Value of Slaves. 
The volume before us contains, among other points of information, a 
return of the number of slaves taken and sold in execution for debt, or 
levied upon and sold for taxes, from the 1st January, 1831, to the 31st 
December, 1825, specifying age, sex, and price, and the names of 
vendors and purchasers. The inferences to be drawn from tliese details 
will be fonnd to be impoitant. 
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1. Bahamas. The slaveG sold in execution in this Island amonat to 
67, and the gross proceeds of their sale to £2867. 10s. currency, being 
at the rate of £42. 16f. or at the exchange of 200, £21. Ss. aterling. 

3. Barbadoes. The sales in execution in this Island consist of 
laiSslaves, andthe proceeds of their sale amount to £53, IBS. 10s. 3d. 
currency, b«ng at the average rate for each of £40. 8s. 4d. currency, or 
at the exchange of 150, £27. sterling. Of the above 1316 slaves, only 
the life estate of ninety-one was sold. These, who, of course, were all 
females, brought £1697. IDs., or £18. 12s. 3d. each, on the average. 
Layinglheseaside, the average of the remaining 1225 would rise to £42. 
currency, or £28. sterhng. In many cases mothers and youngchildren 
are sold together, and these appear to be the only cases in which re- 
gard is paid to consanguinity. Id the majority of cases, the slaves, even 
young slaves, boys and girls, are sold singly. 

3. Berbice: 446 slaves, sold in execution, bring 561,860 guilders, 
or an average of 1260 guilders for each, being £90. sterling. 

4. Demerara : 2705 slaves, sold in exeeution, yield 3,254,006 
guilders, being for each 1203 guilders, or about £86. sterling. 

5. Dominica: 58 slaves, sold in execution, bring £3487. lis. cur- 
rency, being £60. 2j. 6d. or £30. Is 3d. sterling for each. 

6. Qienada: 242 slaves are sold in execution for £14,889. 8s, cur- 
rency, being for each £61. 12s., or £30. 16s. sterling. 

7. Honduras. Here 151 slaves aresold in executionfor £19,014, 13s. 
being for each £125. 10s. currency, which would make, if the rate of 
exchange be the same as in Jamaica, about £84. sterling; or if the same 
as in the Leeward Islands, £62. 15s. sterling. Individual men were sold 
Bs high as £300. £370. and even £400,, and women as high as £150. 
±180. and £205. and one even for £360. 

8. Jamaica. The Provost Marshal of this Island has given no Return 
«f the sales in execution, and his reason is, that he cannot give it with 
all the particulars that are required. He might slill have communi- 
cated as much information as he could, and at least have stated the 
aggregate number of slaves sold from year to year, with the gioss pro- 
ceeds of their sale. But even this he has withheld. The defect, how- 
ever, is partly supplied from another source. A Return is given to us of 
the slaves levied upon and sold for taxes, in the ditferent parishes of the 
Island. The general result of this return is, that the slaves so sold 
have amounled in five years to 550, chiefly persons in the prime of life, 
who have brought the gross sum of £37,630. 14s. lOd. currency; being 
for each slave £68. 8s. 8d., or, at the exchange of 150, (which, we be- 
lieve, is the present rate of exchange) £45. 1 2s. 6d. sterling. When 
mothers and their children are levied upon together, they appear to be 
always sold together, but the seizures in most instances are seizures of 
single slaves, either male or female, many of them young, who are of 
course sold singly and separately. 

9. Nevis: 47 slaves are sold in execution for £1630. sterling, oi 
£35. each. 

10. St. Chrislo]7ker's: 37fi slaves are sold in execution for£l7,742, 
17s, 9d. currency, being for each £48. 6s. currency, or £24. 2s. 6d. 
Eterliog. 

11. 51. Vincent's: 848 slaves are sold, many of them witli the land 



r 



283 

attached, for £2S,437. curreacy, being not more, on the average, for 
each, thau £33. lOs.currency, or£16. 15s. sterling; and yet this price, 
low as it is, may be correct, for we find in the same Island, that three 
adults, sold for taxes, brought only £1 37. currency, being £45, 1 3s. 4rf. 
currency for each, or £33. Ids. 8d. sterling. 

12. Tobago. No prices are attached lo the thirty-one slaves, said to 
be sold in execution in this Island. 

13. Tortola: 159 slaves are sold in execution for £5638. 18s. 4d. 
CDrrency, being for each £35, or £17. lOs. slerlin 

14. Trinidad. The number of slaves 
1086, but no account is given of the pricei 

The result of the whole, as far as the i 
exhibit the following as the average price ii 
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1 St. Vincent's, 

2 Tortola, . 

3 Bahamas, 

4 St, Christopher's, .24 2 6 10 Honduras, . 84' 

5 Barbadoes, 

6 Dominica, 
Whether any part of these discrepancies are to be ascribed to s 

inaccuracy in the Returns ; or whether in some of the Marshal's sales, as 
in St, Vincent's or Tortola, the prices are collusively low, it is impossi- 
ble for us to say. We give the result as we find it. 

The cause of the high average in Jamaica, as compared with the 
other islands, is obviously, in great part, owing to this, that the persons 
levied upon for taxes are, with few exceptions, persons in the prime of 
life (from thirteen to thirty-five and forty years of age), while sales in 
execution embi'ace all ages from infancy to decrepitude. The market 
of Jamaica is also more extensive than that of the other islands. With 
respect to the enormous price given for slaves on the South American 
continent, nearly three times their price in the islands, it can only be 
resolved into the superior fertility of the soil of Guiana, 

There are men among us who argue that that superior fertility of soil 
is an advantage to the slave. On this principle it was that so many 
iniquitous transfers of slaves were permitted, in violation of the acts 
abolishing the slave trade, from the Bahamas, Dominica, &c. to Deme- 
rara. The mendacious allegation of the interested parlies was, that, 
the slaves must starve and perish in the former, while they would enjoy 
abundance and prosperity in the latter ; and by this dehherate misre- 
presentation they succeeded in imposing on His Majesty's Government, 
and on some even of the warmest friends of the oppressed Africans. 
The rapid increase of the slaves in the Bahamas aud Dominica, 
and their equally or still more rapid decrease in Demerara, points no 
longer disputable, sufficiently expose the impudent and cruel irapos- 

Observe also, not only the more dealhful influence of rich fertile colonies 
as compared with poor ones on the slaves — the planter's iostrumenls of 
production ; but the increased facilities of manumission which they 
enjoy in the latter. A slave may obtain his freedom iu Tottola, for 
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n Guiana ; in Barbadoes, at one third ; and in Jamaica, at one half. 
It is no wonder that Mr. Pickering and other Tortola planters should 
have go eagerly sought permission to transport their slaves from that 
Island : and that their slaves should have been so reluctant to quit it. 

And the fact is in exact agreement with the argument. The popU' 
lution of Demerara and Barbadoes are nearly equ^tl, and both colonies 
impose taxes on manumission ; but in Barbadoes, where slaves are £38. 
each, 408 manuraissions have been effected, in the same time in which, 
in Demerara, where slaves cost three times as much, only 142 manu- 
misflions have been effected. 

In the Bahamas, where there is no tax, and slaves cost on the aver- 
age only £21, 8x>, 176 manumissions have taken place, in a population 
of 9500 slaves. At the same rate, the manumissions in Barbadoes and 
Demerara would have been about 1 500,andl40U,iustead of 408,and 1 42. 

Berbice contains 22000 slaves, whose average price appears to be 
about £90, while a heavy tax is imposed on manumissions. The ma- 
numissions there amonnt to 49 ; while in St. Christopher's, containing 
20,000 slaves, where there is no tax, and where slaves appear to average 
£24, the manumissions in the same time are at least ten times as nume- 
rous, and in Grenada and St. Vincent's, they are about seven times as 
numerous, in proportion to their population. Nay, in Grenada and in St. 
Vincent's, the population of each of which do not amount to a third of 
that of Barbadoes, the number of manumissions is nearly as great as 
in that Island, where a tax of £50, has been continued. 

In Dominica, the effect of even an inferior tax is apparent. Its popu- 
lation is 15000 ; the manumissions 156. At the rate of Grenada and 
St, Vincent's, it ought to have been about 250, at that of the Bahamas 
280, and at that of Tortola 303. The manumissions in Barbadoes and 
Demerara, if ihey proceeded at the rate of Tortola, where there is no 
tax, and slaves average £17, 10s. would be 1616 for the former, and 
1515for the latter, instead of 408, and 142, 

It is certainly a ground of serious ree;ret, as respects the Colonial de- 
partment, that notwithstanding numerous representatations on the sub- 
ject, the tax on manumissions should have continued so long without 
modification or repeal, in the Colonies of Berbice and Demerara, where 
the crown is the sole legislator, and where nothing was wanting to put 
an end to the tax but an order of the Secretary of State. 

But if it be true that fertility of soil aggravates the evils of slavery, 
and multiplies the obstacles to enfranchisement, it follows as a corollary 
that bounties and protecting duties add greatly to its destructive in- 
Auence ; while they serve, pro ianlo, to counteract [he salutary effects 
of diminished fertility on the mitigation and "final extinction of slavery. 
But at present we can only glance at this part of the subject. 

Another remarkable inference which seems deducible from the facts 
before us, but on which we cannot now enlarge, is this : that the dis- 
tress of the planter will be found to run parallel with the fertility of the 
soil he cultivates, and with the consequent high appreciation of his 
slaves. If we take the four colonies of Demerara, Berbice, Trinidad, 
and Honduras, wlicre the average value of slaves is the highest, we 
shall tind_the proportion of the slaves taken and sold in execution in 
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five years, to be as high as one in twenty-eight of the slave population j 
whereas, in the other eight colonies, from which we have Returns of the 
sales ia execution, viz. Si. ViDcenC's, Tortola, Bahamas, Nevis, St. 
Christopher's, Barbadoes, Dominica, and Grenada, and in which the 
prices are low, the proportion of slaves, so sold, is only one in sixty ; 
and leaving out St. Vincent's and Tortola, which seem to involve some 
doubt, it ia only one in eighty ! 

Is there not something in this singular fact, which unavoidably leads 
the reflecting mind to the presumption that, by the ordinations of a 
beneficent Providence, the rigorous esaction of servile labour, in des- 
pite of all the calculations of a sordid and heartless cupidity, may be 
expected to issue in the blasted hopes of the oppressor ? 

DEPRIVED OF 1 

Barbadoes. The Deputy Provost Marshal, on the 30th of November, 
1825, states, that when slaves are apprehended as runaways, they are 
confined to the cage ; " and after ^ey have been advertised in the 
public papers for ten days, they are sent to the common gaol and ad- 
vertised again ; and if no owner or claimant should appear, they are, 
at the expiration of three months, sold to defray expenses, and the 
surplus paid into the treasury, according to the act of the Island, but 
the latter very rarely occurs." In the case of persons who are really 
free, it is of course very unlikely that any owner or claimant should 
appear ; but this absence of claim, instead of being admitted as a proof 
of their freedom, which is tlie natural inference to be deduced from 
it. is made the ground for their being sold for the benefit of the 
Colonial treasury. The Deputy Provost Marshal adds, that be is 
" not aware that any slaves so confined ever claimed or established 
their freedom." Did he ever give himself the trouble to inquire into 
the facts of their history, before he consigned them to interminable 
bondage ? If he did, let him give us those facts, 

Jamaica. Many cases occur in this Island in which slaves, appre- 
hended as runaways but claiming to be free, were able to establish 
the claim to the satisfaction of the magistrates appointed to enquire 
into the truth of their allegations. The following is a specimen of 
these cases. 

CuSer, alias James Hannah, alias James Hamilton, was bom in 
St. Mary's, belonged to Mr. Samuel Hannah, who raised him, and 
took him with him to Scotland. He was there four years and a half 
as a waiting man with Mr. Hannah, who, having no further occasion 
for his services, recommended him to Captain Hamilton Maxwell, 
with whom he remained two years and a half. He then went to 
Sir Robert Grierson, Rock Hall, Dumfrieshire, and stayed there two 
years and a half. He afterwards lived for some lime in Edinburgh. 
He then engaged with Captain Simpson, of the ship Isabella Simpson, 
as steward, and arrived in Jamaica, in November 1821, when he was 
taken up as a runaway. The Justices very properly adjudged that this 
man was entitled to his freedom. 

Many other cases are decided with an equal regard to justice. 

ut in what a fearful predicament Is the man placed who thus, wilhniU 



■ oime, or the allegation of a crime, stands exposed, on failing; (a prime 
hitnseir free, though no one claims him as a slave, to the dreadrul 
alteroative of perpetual bondage? 

But all are not thus leniently dealt with. Nancy Rider, a girl of six- 
teen, who appears to have had great personal attrar.tions, was held in 
trust by a Mr Johnston. A Mr.King offered to purchase her for his own 
graiification ; but Mr. Johnston, being unablft himself to execute a legal 
deed of manumission, arranged with iVIr. King that she should be levied 
upon for taxes and sold, and that Mr. King should become the pur- 
chaser, on an understanding that he was to manumit her after he had 
thus obtained, from the collector of taxes, a legal title to do so. Nancy 
accordingly became the properly of Mr. King, with whom she lived 
several years. They then quarrelled, and she, thinking herself free, left 
him. But Mr. King having omitted to fulfil his promise of legally ma- 
numitting her, availed himself of the omission to sell her, — -while living 
openly with her mother to whose home she had returned and with whom 
she continued for some time to reside, — to a Mr. Hansbrow, who had 
become fond of her person. She, however, disliking Mr. Hansbrow for a 
lover, refused to submit to his desires, and asserted her right to freedom, 
grounded on the original stipulation between Mr. Johnston and Mr.King. 
Mr. King, on his examination, denied the stipulation, but admitted that 
he had at one time promised to free her, though he had stipulated no 
precise time for doing so. Neither he nor Mr. Hansbrow denied the 
other facts of the case. The decision of three Justices of the Peace, 
and nine freeholders of the parish of St. Ann's, on this apparently 
profligate transaction, was, that the claim of Nancy Rider is" frivolous, 
and not warranted by the circumstances of the case; that she is legally 
the property of Mr. Hansbrow, (he having purchased her of Mr. King, 
in whom the right of sale was exclusively vested,) and the Court, while 
it admonishes her to be obedient and submissive to, and scrupulously 
watchful of the interest of her master, as the safest and most likely way 
of ensuring his protection and kindness, trusts ke will not permit 
his future treatment of the woman to be influenced by the occurrences 
of this day, but bury the same in oblivion." The Court which came to 
this extraordinary decision is called " a Council o( ProtecHon." 

In the Parish of Westmoreland, on the 31st August, 1821, "John 
Williams, a negro man, a pretended Cura<;oa. No evidence of freedom 
produced. Sold from workhouse in January." 

In the Parish of Port Royal, " Joseph Franks, a black, committed as 
a runaway 9th October, 1821; sold for payment of fees on 6ih 
March, 1822, having no documents." 

In the Parish of St. David, " John Paterson committed on 5lh De- 
cember, 1821. After due investigation he could not produce any do- 
cument of freedom to the magistrates." He was sold accordingly on the 
24th April, 1822. 

fn the Parish of Manchester, " Eleanor Davison committed July 22d, 
1824, being able to produce no document whatever, or to adduce any 
kind of proof of her freedom, was ordered to be sold according to law," 

In the Parish of Clarendon, " Fanny committed May 31st, 1821. 
Sold out of the workhouse as a slave." " AUick Andrea committed 
December 27th, 1821. Sold out of the workhouse as a slave." 
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TbtsoppTobriousatateof law, where the sligli test tinge of black blood' 
IS made presumptive proof of Slavery, in tlie absence of direct and 
positive teatimooy of freedom, and which constituiea the State a prin- 
cipal partner in this worst species of Slave Trade, is curiously illus- 
trated by two cases occurring in TTinidad. We must reserve the de- 
tails of these cases, as well as the inferences deducible from them for 
another opportunity ; when we hope also to analyze the very important 
facta which are given in the same Returns on the subject of population; 
and which shew that, in what may be called, from its fertility and 
beauty, the garden of the world, the lives of its inhabitsnts, made 
bitter by hard bondage, are wasting at a rate which threatens even- 
tual depopulation, and which converts that smiling land into little bet- 
ter than a charnel house. 



ANTI-SLAVERY PETITION. 
A Petition has been presented to Parliament ftom the Surrey Anti- 
Slavery Society, which is a model of force and eloquence, and not more 
distinguished by these qualities than by its truth and justice. We re- 
commend it to universal attendon. It seta forth, 

" Thai Ilie popnUtios of tmr West Indinn Colonlca conilstF chlpSy or Negnirii, wlio are 
elllier anolTEiidlnB IbrelBnerj, carrted thUhrr by lone, or BriUtb tuhjecu, born ulllilii 
Ihe King"! BlIeBinncE i lUt tbcH onuffeinlInB loMlBiwri puucBa rights nodir lb» Liiw nf 

tbg vlalUioD of which. Id the pcnun>DF^[licr"r<ire<gMn. '& Billish fl>ct vu »nt r>ulj ■ 
lev yetn ilnee to Isy the port of Alslen In ruins ; that Englnnil im that occiiion justly 
rcHntad ths baibiroDi practice adnplM by ibe AleerLnu, uf cDnTCrtlnR their ehemlB 
lakrn in war into slavn, as kd unciviliiicd modillcaiian or the light utumcd by uvagis 
or potting ihc prlWHirn to deiih; thit Biitith mtijecls, hurnwlthiu the KhiB*< alleglancF, 

eUIe of liavery by any poner known to the constltatiun of this connliy i that euch a 
power ncoetednty snpposet the annlblloUon of every principle on wbloh the ncipruoal 
clDiimi of allegianee and prolectlon are founded, and at once destroys the bails of the 
•aeiat eanpaol ; that inch a power, if it conid eiiit, might reduce to slavery all Ilia 
bom sultircl* of the king. ■> justly ai any particular purlinn of Ihenii tbU while in Rus- 

Alglers liavery li substituted fbr the wvageridit of taking the life of a caplnred 'enemy, 
in the We«t Indian doRiinions of the Britlih Crown nnaflendiag aliens and unuirrDdUig 
Brillsh SDbJecti are deprived nf their civil eiistence by thousanas. and hundredsoFthon. 

nmnslrona >iiid Illegal uBurpalio'n. condemn their felloii subjecla to a sine nnrremedlable 
slavery, and exiend the dreadfnl tone to their children, and their oiiildren-nehilrirea} 

helpless Btrariger«, ns their pmperty, rests on no belter bLUls than the claim of robbera 
and receivera to goods whieh they nave stolen, or purchased knowing them to be stolen b 
that the crime of dcprlvinE an Innocent man, whether a fore^ner or a British subject. 
of his civil eaittence, immeasucBhly eiceeds any one of thou deacriptloni of theft for 

" ■ lem of dally and honrly robbery- wrestina from the mi- 
liusbaiid, as a father, his rights 

f keeping his mind In d: 

If rednclng him for all ci' 

-t Indisn " — —-■ 

sobjeot, is allowed no Inherllancu _ ,-,, , - ^ 

Just claims he is consigned, to the gallows or the stake as a traitor, on the principle t^ 
which pirate* pot to death those who do not iiaietly submit to their InjosUee, andthu 

plicated form J to robbery nionirntarilyrejieatod throngh a life uf terror, of scourgings. and 
or aMntal and bodily degradation. The Petitioners beg leave lu observe that these *n 
no fanciedhorronsbnt positive and admitted facts, and that tbey are here speaking of 
thesDreringsof innocent aliens, whose privilegei are consecrated^ that Law of Natlsni 
whloliEirglandliaishedher hnvest blood to mBlnUin,andor8rltisb sutijecti bom in the 

»f every Member of the Houne ; that the FeUtlooeis, regarding the slavery of their fellow 
•ubjecls In the Welt Indies ai on ontrnge opon all justice, und senilbleof thedoty of put. 
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Ung^ an end, with as little delay as possible, to a system which is pregnant with sach com- 
plicated evils, confide in the wisdom of the House for the adoption of such meanures as 
may be necessary for the speedy attainment of that desirable object ; but at the same time 
they beg leave respectfully to submit, that there is one measure which, while it is un- 
qaestionably safe, would also prove a most efficacious corrective of many of the imnie- 
diate evils of Colonial Slavery, and might be carried into effect without loss of time ; the 
Petitioners allude to the abrogation of the Bounties and Protecting Duties on Sugar ; that 
these Bounties and Protecting Duties prevent Sugar, now become one of the necessaries of 
life, from being imported from various parts of the world, at a price so much below the 
Sugar from the West Indies as to make a difference to the British public of one penny per 
pound, or about one million and a half sterling on the aggregate annual consumption of 
the people of Great Britain and Ireland ; that these Protecting Duties have now been in 
force twelve years, many of them years of great distress to the agriculturists and manu- 
facturers of this country, during which the West Indian Sugar Farmers have received 
eighteen millions sterling for their Sugars over and above the price at which Sugars might 
have been purchased in the marliets of England if the West Indian Planter had not been 
protected from the effects of fair competition ; that it is from the forced and unremitted 
cultivation of Sugar in the comparatively inferior and exhausted soils of the British West 
Indian Islands, excited by (he nope of high profits, that the sufferings of the Negroes 
chiefly arise, and that upon the showing of the planters themselves this forced cultivation 
is solely kept up by the artificial stimulus of Bounties and Protecting Duties, which im- 
pede the Commerce of Great Britain and operate as an oppressive tax on the public ; that 
when the exhaustion of the soils, and the ruinous and expensive system of slave cnitiva- 
tion and of non-residence, prevent the importation of Sugars from the West Indian Islands 
at the price for which they could be obtained from various parts of the world, the Peti- 
tioners humbly conceive that the West Indian Planters have no just claim to Bounties 
and Protecting Duties to enable them to continue an improvident speculation ; that the 
Petitioners humbly submit that the Bounties and protecting Duties on Sugar, for the benefit 
of a comparatively few individuals, who hold their fellow-subjects in Slavery, ought not, 
in justice to the agricultural and manufacturing interests of this country, to be continued ; 
that, next to British farming produce. Sugar is the chief article of domestic consumption, 
and ranks among the necessaries of life ; that the effect of abrogating the Bounties and 
protecting Duties on Sugar would be, to transfer the cultivation of that article to Uie East 
Indies, and other places where it can be produced by the free labour of native farmers, 
and at little expense ; that this transfer would tend to increase the growth of the proper 
food of the Negro British sufadect in the West Indies, diminish his fatigues, his privations, 
and his sufferings, and, by rapidly increasing the Black population, would so reduce the 
price of Slaves, and facilitate manumissions, that the Slave system would jgradually be- 
come extinct, without violence or commotion ; that the Petitioners, therefore, on behalf 
of the thousands of innocent foreigners, and of hundreds of thousands of their fellow- 
subjeots, forcibly held in Slavery ; on behalf of the people of England, whose rights and 
liberties are invaded in the persons of innocent Englishmen, denied that justice which 
ought to be extended with rigid impartiality to the powerful and to the helpless, t« the 
black Colonist as to the white ; on behalf of the King, nearly seven hundred thousand of 
whose natural-bom subjects are wrested from the guardianship of His protecting hand 
within His own Dominions, by those who strip their Sovereign of the attributes of His 
Crown, and annihilate the Civil existence of a portion of His people equal in number to 
the population of a Principality ; on behalf of the consistency and the creditof the Nation, 
whose cannon so recently swept the ramparts of Algiers, and dealt death to tiiousands on 
the African shore, tliat a barbarous people might be compelled to abstain in future from 
reducing into Slaves, not the subjects of this country nfierely, but those of all other Eu- 
ropean Powers, and to act on principles of which Britain is the public champion, and of 
which her West Indian Slave-owners are as publicly the unpunished and daily violators ; 
on behalf of the suffering manufacturers of England, whose trade with nearly the whole 
of South America, with Mexico, with Hayti, with China, with New Holland, and above 
all with India and her one hundred millions of inhabitants, is checked and stunted in its 
nrowth, because Protecting Duties and Bounties prevent those Countries from sending to 
England their Sugars in exchange for the products of British industry, and this in order 
that the Slave cultivation of the West Indies may be exclusively encouraged ; on behalf 
of every virtue, and of every interest that is dear to Englishmen, the Petitioners implore 
the House to take into their earliest consideration the repeal of the Protecting Duties and 
Bounties granted to the cultivators of Sugar by Slave labonr ; that whatever difficulties 
the Slave Question may present under other aspects, the people of England may at least 
be delivered from the bitter consciousness of maintaining by oppression, and unne- 
cessary premiums, a system of iniquity degrading to the national character, criminal 
beyond all other modes of robbery and violence, subversive of every legal and every 
constitutional principle, and equally at variance with the dictates of sound policy, hu- 
manity, and justice." 

This, and all other publications of the Society, may be had at their oMce 
18, Aldermanbury ; or at Messrs, Hatchards, 187, Piccadilly, and Arch's^ CornhUl, 
They may also be procured, through any bookseller, or at the depots of the Anti' 
Slavery Soci^y throughout the kingdom. 
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SLAVERY AT THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

In the course of the last year an ordinance was promulgated in this 
colony, similar in its principle and provisions to that which has been 
established in Trinidad, for regulating the future treatment of slaves. 
It has generally been supposed in this country, that at the Cape of 
Good Hope the condition of the slaves was so mild as to call for no 
such interference on tiie part of Government, But it might have been 
assumed with certainty, that the accounts which led to such a concIU' 
sion were founded either in pross ignorance or in wilful raisrepresenta- 
tioii. Slavery is an institution which, wherever it exists, must produce 
misery and degradation to all concerned in it ; to the master as well as 
to the slave. Its effect in our West India colonies we are already 
familiar with. We shall hereafter be called to witness its still more 
horrid and revolting results as they are exhibited in the Mauritius. 
At present we confine ourselves to the Cape of Good Hope. Of the 
state of slavery in that colony, as it existed down to the month of 
January last, we are enabled to put our readers in possession of some 
authentic details which have been furnished by a colonist now in this 
country, on whose information we place implicit reliance. These de- 
tails first appeared in the New Montlily Magazine for November last : 
we have satisfied ourselves of their truth, and we give them with confi- 
dence to our readers. 

" Capeof Good Hope, Jan. 5, 1826. 

" The mildness of Slavery at the Cape has been much dwelt upon 
by cMtain travellers, whose opinions on this subject, being re-echoed 
by the Quarterly Review and similar publications, seem to be generally 
admitted in England as perfectly just and incontrovertible. 1 am now 
satisfied, however, that the term, except in a very restricted sense, is 
altogether inapplicable. The general condition of slaves in this colony, 
compared with some others, (such, for example, as the Isle of France,) 
may, indeed, be correctly described as less deplorable : but with all rta 
boasted alleviations, and in spite of every sweetening ingredient, slavery 
at the Cape is assuredly still a bitter and baleful draught. 

" Should the comparative mildness of Cape slavery, however,, be ad- 
mitted, what a powerful argument does not this admission make for the 
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•peedy annihilation of human bondage throughoul [heir colonies, by 
the powers of Christian Europe ? If slaves are such wretched beings 
as I shall soon prove them to be. even at the Cape, what must be their 
condition in other colonies ? What must be the condition of their 

" The slaves of this settlement can claim no respite from their 
masters' service, except on Sunday; and, as regards the household 
slaves, ouly partially on that day. They cannot legally marry, or legi- 
timate their offspring, without the concurrence of their owner — a con- 
currence which his interests or his prejudices induce him, in almost 
every instance, to refuse. They cannot claim their freedom on present- 
ing their purchase- money. They are frequently sold by public auction 
on the death or bankruptcy of their owners ; and they are liable at all 
times, from casualty or from caprice, to be irretrievably separated from 
their wives, children, and dearest connections. At public sales the dis- 
tressing spectacle of the wife torn from the husband, and the children 
from the parents, is so familiar as scarcely to interest the feelings of the 
spectators. Coarse jocularity and indecent merriment seldom fail, on 
such occasions, to be rudely bandied between the auctioneers and the 
rival bidders. Moreover, the slave is liable to be flogged whenever his 
owner's arrogant caprice may require it ; and should he suffer ill-treat- 
ment from his master or the magistrate, he possesses in the laws (at least 
as they are usually administered) no securily for obtaining redress. 

" Yet the slave-holders in this colony continually exclaim — ' Our 
slaves are as well fed and clothed as your English peasantry — infinitely 
better than your wretched Irish : in what respect, then, can they be 
considered objects of commiseration ? ' If sucn assertions were unde- 
niable, the deduction drawn from them is not, on that account, the less 
fallacious. A. few facts will show the futility of such arguments. 

" In August, 1825, I was walking with a friend in the streets of 
Graaff-Reinett (a country town about five hundred miles from the 
capital), when we were accosted, in pretty good English, by a man of 
the Malay complexion. My companion, whom he addressed by name, 
asked bow he came to know him. The man replied, that he had occa- 
sionally seen him at the house of his former master in Cape Town. On 
farther inquiry, he told us the following distressing story : — 

" He was a slave, and had a wife and several children also in slavery. 
Being an expert waggon -driver, his master was offered a high price for 
him by a person from Graaff-Reinett, The offer was accepted, but the 
agreement concealed from the object of it. He was ordered to proceed 
with the waggon of his new purchaser into the interior, but given to 
understand that it was on his old master's business, and that he should 
return in a few months. On arriving at GraaiF-Reinett, however, he 
was made acquainted with the transaction, and then found that he was 
for ever separated from all he cherished on earth. Even some little 
property in money and clothes, which he had hoarded and left behind 
bim, he had never been able to recover, although two or three years 
had elapsed, and he had made repealed applications for it. The poor 
man appeared extremely dejected, and his melancholy tale was after- 
wards fully confirmed to me by other authority. 

" Another recent illustration I aljall extract from the letter of a friend 
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(Mr. J. F. Thomas, of Ihe East India Company's Ci?!! Service) who re- 
cently spent some years at the Cape, 

DIlUl, u old tUve womui, wIid Uiid n«d traia thE 111 uUge of her mitlreu. She' bare on 

aarinl of life, vhen >he wiia In the pduruioii o( a fanner mailer. She wu lh*n lu tU* 
nunlly of an EngliBh resident, who hnd mu-ried h Duuh WDmiui. ind Imd been utne 
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" The poor creature, thus emancipated, by the generosity of a stianger, 
now enjoys liberty and repose at the Missionary Institution of Bethels- 
dorp ; but how seldom, among innHmerabie coses of equal hardship, 
can it happen that a solitary individual is thus relieved? 

" Examples, such as these, of the wretchedness of slavery at the 
Cape, might be adduced without end, for they are of familiar and fre- 
quent occurrence. But since the authority of disiinguiahed writers is 
so often brought forward to prove that in South Africa slavery is little 
move than a name, let us now produce the evidence of a celebrated tra- 
veller on tlie subject. Dr. Sparrman, a man not less distinguished for 
his candour and integrity than for his eminence in science, and who, from 
the familiar fooling on which his simple manners and mode of travelling 
placed him with every class of the inhabitants, was well qualified to 
lorm a correct Judgment on this point, has given a very different picture 
of South African slavery from certain recent writers, who, in their 
slight and soothing descriptions of it, have either intentionally flattered 
the slave-holders, or their opportunities of observation had never ex- 
tended beyond the well-dressed and pampered domestic slaves of Capa 
Town. Sparrman, on mentioning the murder of a planter in the inte- 
rior by two of his slaves, makes the following just remarks: — 

" ■ Yel whatever might be the real reMon for commiltlnglhia dreadful crime, 1 am enii- 

oiannrr and Id wliaUver "ceVnln 't'^»'be*practb>ed"a'iaDt?ve which I ^ud bid u 

mach InHnence among the Chriiilaiu. In many places, m among the Tnrki an IhecaaKof 
BubBry.to ludncethe anliappy ilai'ei, and ellll mun their tynnnieal miuten.to behave 
•cry fuaniely: nay, tametimei, la be guilty uf the mixt liorrld cruelUei. I have kuown 
Mine CDlootit>,iiotonlyin the heat of tbetr pauion. but even delibrrately and In cold 
Mood, andertakelfaeaielves the low oKce{fltoDly for Ihe ei«ntlDner,)or not only riBylDf. 
forattifllngneglect, both the backs aBdUmbi of their ilavM I --.— li 1— 
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"Strange and horrid as this anomaly of character appeared to the 
worthy Sparrman, it is to this day as common as ever among slave- 
holders, — who, though in other respects humane and good-natured, be- 
come, by long practice, altogether callous and cruel-hearted in punish- 
ing their slaves. I have myself witnessed many striking instances of 
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this, I have even known ladies, bom and educated in England, chtai- 
table and benevolent in their general character, yet capable of standing 
over their female slaves while they were flogged, and afterwards ordering 
salt and pepper to be rubbed into their lacerated flesh ! It is slavery, 
corrupting, hardening, brutalizing slavery, that produces this deplorable 
change in human feelings ; and, while it degrades to the dust the 
■wretched victim of oppression, vitiates, by a terrible re-actioo, the heart 
and character of the oppressor. — ' Never be kind, nor speak kindly to 
a slave,' said another English lady at the Cape, to a female relative of 
mine ; ' 1 have found,' added she, ' by experience in my own household, 
that nothing but hauteur and harshness will do with slaves.' 
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h^d^flen just bgaght atanlalinricf. and ntber premBliirely Ircated wilh severity l^ her 
niilnu, who lived in tlie BocKlc-iiuid dUtrief, hunsiid hcneIC Ibe lUDie nisht out or re- 

■nd woman wbo were ilaveB at the Cape and w^ere passlaDaLe?y fond of each olhn, mil. 

dueed hbBolately to forblfl <[° ^he cmaeqatacew^, that the lover vas Hieed with aiin- 
ealat Qt Df dupair; and having Sivt ptuageda dagger into the heart of the gbject of hli 
deareBt wiahea, imniediately afterwards pat an ead to hia nwn life. Bat how many hao- 
drcd InitaDcen, not legs dreadful than these, might be produced to thli parpote.'* 

" How indeed can it be wondered at, that hatred and revenge on the 
part of the slave, and suspicion and dislike on the part of the master, 
should be so generally the result of this unnatural relationship. And 
amidst the continual effervescence of such feelings, is it surprising that 
instances of masters flogging their slaves to death, of shooting them in 
a passion, or cases of slill more cool-blooded and revolting atrocity, 
should occasionally occur? Or is it surprising, on the other hand, that 
desperate risings of the slaves to murder their masters, and their far 
more frequent attempts to destroy them secretly by poison, should be 
equally familiar at the Cape as in other slave colonies ? 

" That such occurrences are sufficiently frequent and familiar at the 
Cape, no one who has lived a few years in the colony will deny. It 
will be Buffieieni to refer merely to a few recent examples. In 1822, 
Mr. Gebhardt, the son of a country clergyman, was executed for flogging 
to death one of his father's slaves. At that time there were five cases 
of slave murder before the deputy fiscal, all of a more aggravated cha- 
racter than that of this unfortunate young man, though he alone was 
punished capitally. A far more atrocious case occuned a few years 
previously (Uiough from some cause or other not brought to capital 



Hnviction) of B monster, who actnally roasted one of his slaveB aliv^ 
■ ib an oven. In 1824, a young gentleman of my own acquaintance (an 
I Englishman) shot one of his slayes in a passion, and was Tor this crime 
I condemned by the court of circuit to one year's imprisonment. 
[ " in October, 1824, two attempts of slaves to poison their mistresses 
[ occurred within my own circle of acquaintance. In the same year 
I occurred the desperate outrage of a few slaves and Hottentots in the 
cBokkeveld, who being cruelly treated by their masters, and summarily 
I flogged by the local magistracy, whenever they went to claim redress, 
I at length rose with arms in their hands, and destroyed two or three of 
I Ae colonists ; for which crime several of them were hanged, and others 
[ tx)ndemned to work in irons for life. In the same year, or in the close 
I of 1823, a slave woman, in the district of Graaff-Reinett, was convicted 
f of having murdered her own child, in order to revenge herself upon her 
I mistress, by whom she had been harshly used. 1 am not aware 
[.whether oi: not this unhappy wretch was executed, but I read the evi- 
t dence on ber trial at the time in the hands of the Deputy Fiscal. 
I "The following case occurred in 1822. The daughter of a respect- 
[ able burgher, residing in GraafF- Heine it, was suspected of having mur- 
[ dered her illegitimate child, in ordei to conceal her disgrace. The Land- 
I drost. Captain Stockenstrom, (an active and impartial magistrate,) after 
[ due investigation of the facts, apprehended the girl, together with one 
I of the female slaves of the colony, andj an old Hottentot woman who 
I assisted at the accouchement. The prisoners were finally transmitted 
I to Cape Town to be prosecuted by the Fiscal before the Court of Jus- 
t tice. It appeared from the evidence elicited on the trial, that the mo- 
t dier liadeitlier strangled the infant herself, or forced the slave by threats 
I to do so ; and that the slave bad afterwards carried away and concealed 
t the body. The court condemned the mother of the infant and the 
I slave to capital punishment for the murder, and the Hottentot woman 
I to twelve months imprisonment. 

I " From this sentence, the friends of the white woman appealed; and 
L the governor, as judge of the Conrt of Appeals, reversed the sentence 
r in her favour. She was consequently liberated; re-appeared among 
I her acquaintance, as if nothing had occurred, and in a few months was 
I married. 

F " But what became of the unhappy slave woman, who had been the 
accomplice of her young mistress in the crime ? Who appealed in her 
behalf? Who implored mercy for her? Not her master: he endea- 
voured to impute to het all the guilt, and willingly surrendered her life 
I 88 a ransom for that of his daughter. Not (he members of the Court 
[ of Justice : they bad, as they deemed, didy performed their functions, 
I uid would not interfere beyond them. Not the Court of Appeals : it 
I bad saved the free woman ; it cared not for the slave. Not die public : 
I there is no public voice heard at the Cape. 

I " The p<K)r slave remained iu jail ; and was about to be sacrificed 
I alone for a crime, in which (if she assisted at alt) it was evident she 
I vas not the principal, but merely the blind accomplice of her mistress, 
I whether from obsequious attachment or from servile fear. At this crisis, 
I R friend of humanity — a casual visitor from India, heard of her pitiful 
Lease with interest and indignation. He visited her in prison, drew up 
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a strong statement on tlie subject, and laid it before the governor. The 
governor, though he had previously pasted it over unnoticed, was now 
moved ; and the poor creature was saved. 

" I have stated that mothers and children are often separated by being 
sold to difierent purchasers at the public sales. Examples of this are 
of daily occurrence ; but one or tw<J will sufficiently illustrate this part 
of the subject 

" Advertisement extracted from the Cape Gtwette of Oct. 12, 1822 : — 

Lcisn Piaep, Brooil Kranl', »l UcrE River, rtislriit of SteJItnboHh. 

" ■ There will d1h> be gold a (emiilc niatr. named Ciindiiia, of Mozanibiqiie, flfty-four 
TCirt old, *ill. li*r Hvt cliildren ; Saphim ■£<:« ll'irleei. yesra ; Evs,l.d ; Cuadiufa. nine ; 
innnetje, seven ; ui.d Catlo, Ave ; «cll m be pol up seii.niloly.' 

" The following account of a scene of this kind, is extracted from the 
letter of a friend of the writer, while travelling in the interior of the 
Colony : — 

" ' Having learned that Uiere was lo be a »le of cftltU, furm .tciek, *c. by Hpclion. at ■ 

a'reih°Spann of olta^ Vinor/iit alock''nf"llfl"Sm'wl*i'. ™ ^^ ^XlSl\l'ie™i'ba 
lliree ohfirtrcn. The two eldMt children were g.rii, the one about thirteen yean ut ag^ 

logether, but they were »lr{ lepiratelr, and lo different nurchiwer*. The fannen eib- 
mtned tliemai irihey had been lo many bead of catlU, While the sale «bs going on, 
the mother and her children were exhibilnl on a table, that Ihey night be seen tw ihe 
company, which was very large. There could not have beeJi a tfncr snhjeet for an able 

while she met Ihe gaze of the uiul'titade, eyed' the dlfferenl'eoiintonaiices of Ihe hidden) . 

and hair conceal in g^lh'eir facB»,-coDtrBiled with Ihe raarlieif inieii'tlbllity and jocnlar 
Bountenancn of the tpeGlntori and pn re haiers.— furnished a stilkmg eomntcntary on tl>e 
woman wa« in thin dialreBsed atluaUon'jhe was asked " Can ynu feed .hccpl" Her reply 

Itdoesnotleeirormani' 

" The following notices of cases between masters and slaves, are ex- 
tracted from the Annual Lists of trials before the Courts of Justice, and 
its Commissioners, inserted in the Cape Gazette ; and are only a small 
selection out of a multitude of such cases, in Cape Town and its vi- 
cinity, between the years 1817 and 1822. Brief as these notices are, 
they may suffice, without any comment, to exhibit, in a distinct light, 
tlie degraded condition of men in slavery, (even in its mildest state,) 
and the striking inequality of the Colonial laws and Courts of Justice, 
as they practically alfbct them and their masters : — 










Sj'src. 



I 






iialty Df I 



dullan.cll-l 






" Such are a few — a very few specimens of the outrages continually 
recurring on the part eilher of the oppressor or the oppressed, in a coun- 
try where slavery is said to assume its mildest aspect. Yet, wretched 
as is this state of reciprocal enmity and suspicion, still more deplorable, 
if possible, is the dreadfully demoralizing influence of slavery upon tUe 
young, alike of the free and the enthralled population. Marriage and 
baptism, systematically discouraged by the masters Id general, are rare 
among the slaves. Promiscuous intercourse is common. Illicit con- 
nections with the white men are encouraged among the young female 
slaves— frequently even prescribed by their ' Christian " owners. In 
Cape Town it is notorious as noon-day, that the rearing and educating 
of handsome femalt: slaves, as objects' of licentious traffic with the Eu- 
ropean, and especially with the rich Indian residents, is extensively 
practised among slave-holders. If such transactions are now managed 
greater regard to outward decorum than formerly, Ihey are 
not on that account the less frequent; and 1 feel no hesitation in assert- 
the face of the authoritative dicta of the 'Quarterly Review," 
that the practice of this disgraceful traffic is still common in the colony.' 

" While the female slaves are thus bred up to prostitution, the reaction 
of their depravity upon the morals of the white population is equally 
obvious and frightful. Brought up from infancy in collision with a 




brutalized race of beings, from whom nil eiiioyinents but tboK o 
senses are debarred, what can the youth of either sex leani earliest but 
the knowledge of evil — the language and the lessoos of liceotiousiiess ? 
Who that has resided at the Cape can be ignorant of the general and 
premature profligacy of manners among the young men ? Who, indeed, 
but inusC be sensible that the ruling classes in every alave colony, are " 
(and must necessarily be) depraved to an appalling extent by the early 
and uncontrolled indulgence of almost all the worst propensities of our 
nature? — by sensuality, unfeeling selfishness," arrogance, rage, revenge? 
if the African colonists, as a body, are, notwithstanding all this, less 
corrupted than the mass of slave-holders in some other countries, they 
owe it chiefly to the comparatively limited extent of their slave popula- 
tion, and to the early marriages, and simpler and purer manners, of the 
majority of the country inhabitants. I wish not to speak of them harshly. 
There are, I am well convinced, a great number of pious, humane, and 
truly worthy people at the Cape, to whom the above observations do 
not in any respect apply. I am also convinced, that in spite of alt 
their defects and disadvantages, the Cape Dutch, regarded as a body 
of men, possess many estimable qualities. If they have acquired maay 
of an opposite description. It is because they have been so long doubly 
debased by the curse of slavery, and the deprivation of a good constitu- 
tion of government. Let England remove that unspeakable curse, and 
govern them as she should do, — and then I will venture to say with 
confidence of my fellow Colonists, that there is no moral or intellectual 
excellence, of which they will not speedily be found capable." 

Bon only one which occurred i. few raonihs ago. The wife of an entenilve fanner (■ 

SeTiai] menUuned by Latrobe. (ad who resides aboat one hundred mUesfiom CapeTown,] 
led in 18U, wlien, in conformity wilh the Dalch law of snpceision, the cnnjnncl pro- 
jierly waa brouglit lo a jiublie lale, in order Ihiit the children mlehl receive their ropec. 

that be would emancipate certain ■Uive-cliildren in the huusehold, and not allow them 

now lettled on a nclglitwurinB utnU. The old man, desirons Id keep liii prDvlK, wu 

dren In queation. The motive for thii onpoiltlon to the dictates of nature— to hli motliEr>i 
dyini; request— and his father's snlenin nrnmlK— was snrdid avarice. If the children 
were not Hid, he would lone hli share of their price— of the price of hln own Tleth and 
blood I He insisted that they ahgula be produced at the pDhilo sale. The law was on bii 

pronilBe to his deceased wife, and his indicnatlon at his son's inhuman condnct, Indaced 
bim to stand up at the sale, and after mentioning the above detaUjtothe whole asiembly, 

to grant them Ibelr freedom, as he had pledaed himself to do. The old man? cuiidnet 
was approved of and no one offeted to compete with him in bidding for the children-, 
yet the relator of this uiecdote, who was present an the occasion, heard neither surprise 
nor Indignation expresied at the condnct nf the wm, nor any oenanrn passed upon bim, 
with the exception of a remarX made by a Mornviao roliaion»ry." 

•,■ We are obliged to defer our promised remarks on the population 
of our Colonies on account of the want of some necessary returns. 
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RECENT TRANSACTIONS IN THE SLAVE COLONIES. 
We propose to devole this number of tlie Kepotler lo a brief notice of 
soiiip recent proeeetlingK in die Colonies, chiefly those which have arisen 
out ol' the instructions transmitted during the last year by Eail Bathurst 
to the different Governors, on the subject of the reforms to be Hubmitted 
to the Colonial Leg'islaCures. We ^hait soon, without douht, have a full 
and official detail of the result of these proceedings laid before the pub- 
lic by His Majesty. In the mean time, it may gratify the eager curi- 
osity which our readers in all parts of the country feel on the subject, 
to furnish them with a few of our gleanings from the Colonial Journals. 
The follomug appear lo Imve been Ihe propositions of Lord 
Bathurst 1 — 

1. The eslabUshmenl of a protector and guardian of slaves. 

2. The admission of the evidence of slaves in Courts of Justice. 

3. The giving to slaves a power, under certain regulations, of pur- 
chasing their freedom. 

4. The legal institution of marriage among the slaves. 

5. The suppression of Sunday markets and Sunday labour. 

6. The conferring on slaves a legal right of acquiring, preserving, 
and transmitting property. 

7. The prohibition of the separation of families by legal process. 

8. The abolition of the driving-whip ; the regulation and record 
of punishments; and the abolition of female flogging. 

We will not now stoj) lo inquire how far the propositions of Lord 
Bathurst, in the shape in which ihey were thus transmitted during the 
last year to the Colonies, fall short both of the promises originally held 
out to the public and to Parliament, by His Majesty's Government, 
and even of the model of the Trinidad Order, in which they were first 
embodied. That very important branch of the subject we must reserve 
for a future and separate discussion. We shall confine ourselves, at 
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present, to a statement of the reception which the Colonial authorities 
appear to have given to His Majesty's recommendations. 

By most, if not all of the Assemblies, the Bills, founded on those 
recommendations, on being presented, were promptly and unceremo- 
niously rejected. They were rejected on the strange and absurd ground 
that it was an infringement of their constitutional liberties, for the 
Ministers of the Crown to propose measures for their deliberation and 
adoption. Even in the Imperial Parliament, where constitutional liberty 
is, at least, as well understood and as justly appreciated as in our Slave 
Colonies, we have never heard such an objection made to any measure, 
or set of measures, presented to the consideration of Parliament. The 
absolute folly and inanity of such an objection furnish a fresh proof of 
the incapacity of these Assemblies for the task of legislation. Who 
Would think of throwing out a bill, for the improvement of our criminal 
code in this country, because it had been prepared in the Cabinet with 
the aid of the law officers of the Crown, and introduced to PaFliament 
by His Majesty's Secretary of State ? 

In thus rejecting, however, (without the slightest reserve, and with 
furious tirades about that constitutional liberty which they are daily 
outraging in the persons of others,) the whole of the propositions laid 
before them by His Majesty, the Assemblies appear to have been quite 
sensible, that there was peril in adhering to their former declarations 
against all improvement of their slave code. They accompany their 
rejection of Lord Bathurst's Bills with a resolution to revise their slave 
laws, in the view of introducing such ameliorating changes as might 
be compatible with their own dignity as independent legislators, and 
with the safety of the Colonies. We shall see presently how their pro- 
fessed purpose has been carried into effect. We shall select for our 
review the largest of the Colonies. 

JAMAICA. 

1 . The eslablishment of a protector and guardian of slaves. 

This proposition has been rejected, on the pretence that an adequate 
and much safer substitute already exists in {the local magistracy, and 
the "vestry of each parish, who now constitute by law a council of protec* 
tion. That is to say, the very persons against whom it is the purpose 
of the crown and parliament to protect the slaves, their owners and 
managers, are designated by the Assembly of Jamaica as their sole 
protectors. This is like constituting the wolf the guardian and pro- 
tector of the lamb. 

All the colonial legislatures, we believe, have been equally unyielding 
on this point. 

2. The admission of the evidence of slaves in courts of justice. 

The proposition of Lord Bathurdt on this subject was, that all slaves 
6f whom any clergyman, or catholic priest, or minister duly licensed, 
ihould certify that they understood the nature of an oath, should b6 
recorded and received as competent witnesses in all courts, civil or 
criminal, with the exception of civil suits in which the owner was in- 
terested, and capital charges against ./Vee persons. 
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The objections to this last exception are obvious enough, and have 
often been pointed, out in this publication, (see eiipecially No. 11. 
p. 136—138.) But the proposilion of Lord Bathurst, however defec- 
tive, IB a large advance in the progress of improvement, when con- 
trasted with die provisions which the Jamaica Assembly have adopted 
on this subject: and which, whatever be the intention of the framers, 
it ia obvious, in practice must operate very inefficiently. 

In the tirsl place, the testimony of slaves is to be admitted only in 
criminal cases; nor can it be received at all without a certificate of 
baptism. But no measure is adopted for keeping a record of those 
wjio are thus certificated, and the cerlilicale must always be ready to 
be produced at the time of trial. 

The certificate being; produced, the Justice, or the coroner, or the 
court, is, by an examination of the slave, to ascertain, to the satisfac- 
tion of the said justice, coroner? or court, that he is so far instructed 
in religious knowledge as to comprehend (he nature and obligations 
of an oaih ; such justice, &c. being, of course, empowered to de- 
termine whether he shall be received as a witness or not. And 
this process of examination and decision is to be only prelinainary to, 
and independent of all those objections to competency which might be 
legally raised in the case of free persons. And after these obstacles 
are surmounted, no white or free person shall he convicted on the tes- 
timony of slaves, unless two slaves at least, clearly and consistently 
with each other, depose of the same fact or circumstance, such slave* 
being examined apart and out of the hearing of each Other. Nor can 
any free person be convicted on the testimony of slaves, if net prose- 
cuted within twelve munths after the crime has been committed. Ano- 
ther clause provides, that in order to remove all temptation lo perjury, 
on the part of a slave required lo give evidence, the court, in case of 
the owner being convicted on such evidence, shall not have a power to 
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Such is the new law of J 
cussion, and of many high- 
admissibility of slave evidci 
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it mrist nevertheless provi 
entirely from giving evide 
even in' criminal cases, 



.ca, (the result of much prolonged dis- 
:d expectations.) on the subject of the 
And although, in one respect, it goes 
in not excepting capital casea, 
iperalive. Slaves are excluded 
11 suits. I'he individual slave, 
le endowed with a legal compe- 
tency. .On each fresh occasion of his being called to give evidence, he 
ia to be questioned anew, not as to any bias he may have with re- 
spect to the particular cause in hand, but as to his religious know- 
ledge. He is to undergo a fresh inquisition on this subject on each new 
trial, and to be admitted or rejected without a reference to any previous 
admission, according to the varying judgment of each new mquirer. 
What a door is here opened for every species of injustice, for the ope- 
ration of ignorance and caprice, and even of favour to the accused ! 
And then the degree and soundness of the poor slave's religious know- 
ledge are to be appreciated, not by his pastor or teacher, whose atten- 
tion has been particularly directed to his intellectual and moral state, 
but by one or more Planters, men distinguished, as we all know, by 
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their moral tastes and theological discernment. Mark, too, the extreme 
harshness of that provision (a kind of parting blow at the slaves) which 
actually shuts out, from the discretion of the Court, the question of eman- 
cipating a maimed and dismembered slave from the power of a master 
convicted of maiming or dismembering him, merely because the slave, 
in exhibiting his mangled body, may have also borne conclusive testi- 
mony against his ruffian owner. 

Such appears to be the law of slave evidence which has at length 
been enacted by the legislature of Jamaica.* 

3. The giving to slaves a power under certain regtdations of pur- 
chasing their freedom. 

This proposition is absolutely and entirely rejected in Jamaica, and, 
we believe, in all the other Colonies having legislatures of their own. 
The unbending resistance with whichiithis fair, moderate, and reason- 
able proposition has been met by them all is a decisive proof of the 
utter hopelessness of the willing adoption, by the Colonists, of any mea- 
sure which tends, however remotely, to the extinction of Slavery. It is 
impossible to conceive any measure leading to that end which would be 
attended 'with less possibility of any private loss or public inconvenience 
than that which makes manumission the effect of the steady industry of 
the slave. The experience of the Spanish Colonies has proved its per- 
fect safety ; while the provision which secures to the owner the full 
value of his slave takes away the very slightest ground of complaint on 
the score of uncompensated reform. And yet this is a measure to 
which an uniform and unqualified and most determined resistance has 
been made in all the Coh)nies. The Colonies, therefore, are here 
brought into direct conflict with his Majesty's Government. Lord 
Bathurst has pressed the measure upon them in the very strongest 
terms» " No system of measures," he observes, " will satisfy the feel- 
ings of this country or execute the purposes of the House of Commons,, 
which does not contain some direct provision, some acting principle, by 
which the termination of Slavery may be gradually accomplished." The 
giying to the slave the right of purchasing his freedom, his Lordship 
declares to be " a vital part of the question" which " cannot be dis- 
jpensed with." His Majesty's Government, he tells the Colonists, 
'* stand*pledged to take such measures as may ultimately, though gra- 
dually, work out the freedom of the slaves ;" and they may be-assured 
'/ that, from the final accomplishment of that object this country will 

* In one of the clauses a provision is introduced for ensuring the attendance, 
in certain cases, of slave witnesses, by confining them in jail. While so confined, 
the slave is to be allowed one shilling and eightpence a day for his maintenance. 
We call the attention of our readers to this circumstance, because it forms a 
curious contrast to the allowance provided by the consolidated Slave Law of 
Jamaica for the maintenance of working slaves, namely, three shillings and 
fourpence a week ; being, as it were, their board wages in lieu of provision 
grounds and time to cultivate them. Now, at the rate of the jail allowance; 
this ought to be eleven shillings and eightpence instead of three shillings and 
ourpence. On the other hand, if one shilling and eightpence per day be not 
an excessive allowance, (and why should we presume that it is ?) how very 
scanty must the allowance of three shillings and fourpence per week be to a 
-ivorking slave ! 
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HoL be Jiverted." So decided id hU Lordship on ibis point, that lie as- 
sures the local authorities of Deraerara, that if they should persist in 
(ieclining to admit the proposed regulalions respecting in an u mission, 
he shall have no other alternative than that of " submitting to his Ma- 
jesty the expediency ot enacting Ihem by direct Roval authority." 

The contumacious resistance of Demerara, which called forth these 
observations, havin°: been followed by all the Colonial legislatures 
without exception, there seems now to be no alternative but that of either 
yielding to the waywardness of the Colonists, and abandoning a mea- 
sure, the forlorn hope of humanity, to which ihe Government is so 
deeply pledged; or of " submitting to Parliament the expediency" of 
giving effect by a positive enactment to its own declared but contemned 
wishes. 

The absurd and ex'ravagant language which the colonists employ in 
justifying their opposiliou to this measure, is evidently dictated by 
mere prejudice and passion, and not by reason or sober calculation. 
" Compulsory manumission," say the legislators of Barbadoes, " is a 
direct invasion of the right of property," nay, "absolutely destructive 
of that right, by investing slaves with the power at their own will, and 
against the will of their masters, of purchasing their freedom. If 
this were once admitted, there would he an end of all security lo 
mortgagees and others ; " — as if the fair value of a slave in money were 
not a better security than the slave bin 
pensation would only prove delusive." 
■ended to ruin the colonies, and to ( 
poorbouse, the plan of compulsory mat 
This blind and infatuated obstinacy, of 
trust may lead Parliament to consider seriously the basis on which the 
wliole system denominated Negro Slavery rests; and when they find it, 
as they must find it, to be bottomed in wrong and robbery, to be' from 
first to last an outrage on every prineipte of justice, as well as a vio- 
lation of every principle of constitutional law, that they will determine 
lo abate the nuisance by means far more prompt and effectual than had 
previously been contemplated. The colonists ought to remember that 
the cjuestion lies between them, a handful of planters, and 800,000 of 
our fellow -subjects, equally with them claiming our sympathy, end 
equally with them entitled to the protection of constitutional law, and 
ID the privileges and immunities which appertain of right to every liege- 
man of the British crown. It is vain for them to think of long retain- 
ing their present monstrous usurpation over so large a portion of their 
fellow- creatures and fellow-subjects; and if, like Pharaoh, 'they harden 
their hearts against the claims of justice and mercy, and set even the 
commands of God at defiance; — it they will reject all rational expedi- 
ents for putting an end to tlie evil, and " will not let the people go," 
even when their price is paid ; — what is lo be expected but some aueh 
calamity, the operation of a mighty hand and outstretched arm, as, in 
the case of that tyrant, effected the emancipation of his bondmen by 
means which not only could not he control or resist, but which over- 
whelmed himself in a fearful destruction? It seems, however, as if they 
would take no warning either from ancient or modern history ; either from 
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Egypt, or from Hayti ; and as if they would, like Mnraob, harden their 
hearts still more, until the consummation of their present resistance 
is rendered as fatal as was the termination of that oppressor's contest 
with Moses. 

4. The legalizing of the Marriage of Slaves, — A clause has been 
introduced into the Jamaica Act, requiring and authorizing any clergy- 
man only, (and not other ministers as in Lord Bathurst's draft) to 
solemnize the marriage of slaves who have been baptized^ and who pro- 
duce the peitnission of the owner in writing. If an owner refuses his 
consent, the slaves desirous of intermarrying may, if they both belong 
to the same owner, but not otherwise, appeal to the vestry, who are 
required to inquire into the cause of refusal, and decide whether suck 
marriage shall take place or not. This law, without doubt, may enable 
slaves, belonging to the same owner, to intermarry ; but it makes no 
provision for slaves desirous of intermarrying, who belong to diflferent 
owners. And as a considerable number of slaves in Jamaica already 
have wives, or at least reputed wives and children, on neighbouring 
estates belonging to diflferent owners, the effect must be that such 
unions will not be legalized, however long they may have lasted. In- 
deed, it cannot strictly be said that any marriages of slaves are legalized 
by the mere permission or authority given to the clergyman to perform 
the marriage ceremony. Lord Bathurst seems to have thought so, for he 
had introduced a proviso into his draft, that all marriages of slaves, per- 
formed according to the rules laid down, should be declared legal and 
valid. The Jamaica Assembly, on bringing in the bill, omitted this pro- 
viso, and it does not appear whether the defect was afterwards supplied. 
But if not, it will be doubtful whether any connubial rights whatever 
are conferred on the parties, by the mere permission of the marriage 
ceremony. Besides this, the plan of referring cases of slave marriage, 
not to a Protector, as Lord Bathurst proposes, but to an assembly 
constituted as is a Jamaica parish vestry, is throwing such ridicule 
on the wiiole aflPair, and interposing such obstacles, as would render an 
appeal of this kind not only undesirable, but almost hopeless as to its 
result, and would also discourage slaves from making it. Some idea 
may be formedj of the scenes likely to occur, on the occasion of such 
appeals, from the levity displayed, in the Assembly itself, on the dis- 
cussion of this subject. 

Lord Bathurst required that a record should be kept of the marriages 
of slaves ; and indeed, without such a record, the ceremony of mar- 
riage must be of little value. The Assembly of Jamaica have omitted 
this provision also ; an indication that the real object which they had in 
passing this law, was not to give a legal validity to marriage, but to 
furnish their friends at home with an argument in their favour, drawn 
from their apparent, but delusive compliance. 

. 5. The prohibition of Sunday markets and Sunday labour. 

. No notice is taken of the subject of Sunday labour. A feeble 
attempt at compliance on the subject of Sunday markets is made by a 
clause which limits them to the hour of ten o'clock. But such a 
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limitation is obviouiily wholly iinpoHsible, while slaves have no otliur 
(lay allotted to them by law, in lieu o( Sunday, fur their maiketings ; 
and fur the other uses to which the Sunday is al present necessarily 
applied. The law, as it now stands, would be too oppressive to he 
enforced ; and therefore, we presume, it was enacted in its present 
form. It is necessarily, iherefore, extinct before its operation com- 
menpps, and must be felt to be so by every man in Jamaica. That slaves 
should travel with their heavy loads ten. fifteen, twenty miles to market, 
effect their sales, and make their purchases, by ten in the morning, 
is too absurd to be thought of, and if the law were enforced, would be 
one of the most severe and oppressive enactments in the .lamaica 
Blalute book. But it cannot be enforced, while Sunday continues to 
be desecrated as the only day fixed forihe purposes of universal traffic, 
among the slaves of the Islnnd. It will not do to say that markets 
may be held on another day, unless that day is given to the slave as 
Sunday is now given to him, for the purpose of marketing. It was 
one of Mr. Canning's most distinct aad unambiguous pledges, to Par- 
liament and llie public, that Sunday markets and Sunday labour 
should be abolished, and equivalent time in lieu of the Sunday be 
given to the slave. And the equity of this proceeding, even if we 
admit that Slavery, as an institution, may lawfully exist, is so manifest 
at first sight, that one stands astonished at the obstinate resistance 
almost every where made to its adoption. Lord Baihurst has stated 
the case with a clearness and force which are irresistible, even on West 
Indian principles. 

" The master," His Lordship says, " is entilied to the labour of the 
slave for six days in the week, hut he is not eutilled lo more ; and out 
of ihe profits of the six days' labour the slave must be supported. 
The seventh must belong to the slave entirely for his own profit and 
advantage. I can perceive no difference in principle between the 
practice of purchasing food for negroes, who are exclusively employed 
for six days in the service of their masters, for their support during ths 
whole week ; and of appropriating an adequate portion of time, during 
the six dans, for the cultivation of their grounds." The master, there- 
fore "can have no possible claim for the service of his slave on the 
Sunday, whether those services be for the execution of work exclusively 
lo be performed for himself; or for the cullivatiou of provision grounds, 
by the produce of which he is to be relieved from the support of his 
Blaves, Nor can he be coi»idered as entitled to compensation for that 
day, which he may permit his slave to appropriate during the six work- 
ing days : for be makes this arrangement to supersede the necessity of 
purchasing provisions for his slaves." Thus "The master is not de- 
prived of the service of his slave on any day except Sunday ; and it is 
to be hoped, that no christian master will so far forget himself, as lo 
claim indemnity for that which his religion must have taught him he 
ought never to require." 

To this hour, however, this able and unanswerable reasoning of 
Lord Bathurst has remained without its due effect in any one of the 
Colonies; and in all but one it has hitherto had no effect at all. In 
e of Ihem is one of the six working days given in lieu of that SiUr . 



304 RIGHT OF PROPERTY— SEPARATION OF FAMILIES, 

day, which has hitherto been appropriated to marketing and to raising 

provisions for the slaves' subsistence. And yet abolitionists are charged 
with precipitation and unreasonable violence, when they complain of 
the slow progress of Colonial Reform. 

* 

6. Granting to the slaves a legal right of property, and establishing 
banks for their savings. 

The regulations proposed by Lord Bathurst on this subject are sub- 
stantially the same with those which form a part of the Trinidad Order 
in Council ; and the rights which they convey to the slaves, are pro- 
bably as large and as well secured, supposing slave evidence in civil cases 
to be admitted, as the untractable nature of slavery will permit. 

In the place of these regulations the Assembly of Jamaica have framed 
a clause which mentions, it is true, the property of slaves, but leaves 
out all the effective provisions for the security of that property which are 
contained in the Trinidad Order. The preamble is sufficiently imposing 
— '' And whereas, by the usage of this Island, slaves have always been 
permitted to possess personal property, free from the control or inter- 
ference of their owners ; and it is expedient that such laudable custom 
should be established by law, be it therefore enacted, &c." And what is 
the enactment which follows ? It is not that their right of property shall 
be established by law, but that any owner or other person taking from 
a slave any property, of which the slave is lawfully possessed, shall 
forfeit and pay ten pounds, over and above the value of such property, 
if the fact is proved before three justices of the peace. It is not even 
shewn what it is for a slave to be lawfully possessed of property, or 
how he is to prove this preliminary condition. No means of suit are 
given him in the case of debt, or bequest; and, indeed, being debarred 
from giving evidence in any civil cause, to grant him a power of civil 
suit might seem an anomaly. And in the absence of this power, no 
one is appointed to sue on his behalf. There is no Protector to 
take up his cause. The very lawfulness of his possession of property 
is made to stand^on some vague reference to the usage of the Island ; 
and even this indirect and ambiguous sanction is confined to personctl 
property ; while no Savings' Banks are instituted where security may be 
given to what he may acquire. The robbing him of his property, how- 
ever valuable, is not made a larceny, or a felony, as the case may be, 
but a matter to be settled by a penalty of ten pounds, on the decision 
of three justices ; but no mode is pointed out of enabling him to apply 
to them. In short, the clause is a mere apology for refusing to admit 
the proposition of Lord Bathurst on the subject, and the slave is left 
precisely in the same helpless and unprotected state, as to all essential 
rights of property, in which he was before the act was framed. 

7. Prohibiting the separation of families by sale. 

Lord Bathurst's requisition on this point is extremely moderate, far 
too much so to serve any substantial purpose of amelioration. He pro- 
poses that no slave having a husband, or wife, or child under a certain 
age; or reputed husband, or wife, or child, the property of the same 
Dwner, shall be levied on, or sold by legal process, unless together in 
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one lot, and to the same purchaser. Tbe obvious defect of this pro- 
vision is, that it is limited to slaves sold by legal process, and does not 
extend to voluntary sales by the master ; and that it excludes from its 
operation slaves married, but belonging lo different owners. The 
Jamaica Assembly seemed at first sight inclined to gobejond this limi- 
tation, for it was proposed " that it shall not be lawful in cases of 
sale " (making no distinction between voluntary sale by the master, and 
sale by legal process) " to separate manied people from each other, or 
their legitimate issue,* if under ten years of age, provided, the parlrea 
belong to ihe saiue owner ; and it shall not be lawful for any collecting 
constable, the Provost Marshal, or any of his deputies, to levy upon, or 
sell them separately.'' This clause, however, was rejected ; and the 
nly provision that appears to have been made on the subject, is to ren- 
ler more precise the old law of the 8th of George the 2nd., by which, 
^hen slaves are levied upon in execution, if mothers and children un- 
ler ten years of age are seized together, they shall also be sold to- 
gether. Some of the arguments employed in discussing this (luealion, 
will throw light oii the state of feeling, among even the higher 
classes in Jamaica. Mr. Brown said it would be very hard upon a 
man who owed a small sum of £50., to have a whole family sold by 
the marshal. (The hardship inflicted on the slave is made no account 
of.) — Mr. Batty proposed that families should not be separated by vo- 
luntary sale. — Mr. Hilton objected to this, (and his opinion prevailed,) 
that it would be violating the rights of property lo dictate to the master 
how he should dispose of it: he had a right to sell one, or more, of 
his slaves, according to his wants and inclinations, in the same way as 
he had to dispose of any other property. Tbe proposed clause he con- 
sidered as an invasion of property. — Odiers argued that such an enact- 
ment would be hard on the slaves, as well as on the masters. One 
slave of a family might become dissatisfied with bis master and wish to 
be sold; one might prefer a town life, another a country life; one 
mig-ht be a notorious rascal whom it was the desire of the rest of his 
family to get rid of. Such are the reasons which avail in Jamaica to 
perpetuate one of the worst evils of Slavery ! 

8. The abolition of the driving-whip and of the flogging of women, 
and the modification of punishment. 

It was not even proposed that driving in the field, or the flogging of 
females, should be abolished, but merely that the cat should be sub- 
stituted for the cart-whip, both to coercelabour and to inflict punishment ; 
and thai, in the whipping of women, there should be no indecent ex- 
posure. Both these propositions however were rejected. If we adopt 
such an innovation, said Mr. Hilton, on the estabhshed usages of the 
Colony, now that the Duke of Manchester is about to leave the Island, 
the slaves will imagine that our conduct has been disapproved of by the 
King, and that we have been compelled tp relinquish the whip, and 
with it every means of punishment and restraint. I disapprove of the 
law prohibiting the indecent exposure of women, because it is un- 

How man! hfiilimaU »!ii1dreii tif ilaves are there in Jamsica T 
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necessary, and implies that we allow them to be indecently exposed. 
But the females require punishment, at least as oflen as the men. 
Flogging with the cat is an inhuman punishment, as practised in the 
army. God forbid that we should have recourse to it. — Mr. Mais de- 
clared, that the slaves preferred the cart-whip to every other instrument 
of punishment, as being more manly; switches, &c. being only fit for 
children. — Others confirmed the fact of the preference of the cart- whip 
to switches; bat it was evident from the details that the real cause of the 
preference was, that the law aflBxed a limit to the number of lashes in- 
flicted with a cart-whip, namely, thirty-nine ; and tha( switches were 
administered without any such reserve. Now it may be possible that 
600, or 200, or even 150 strokes of the prickly ebony, the switch gene- 
rally used in flogging slaves, may draw more blood, and lacerate the 
flesh more, and cause severer suffering than thirty-nine lashes of the cart- 
whip ; and also that from the noiseless infliction of the former, mnch 
more lengthened flagellations may be given than in the case of the cart- 
whip which conveys the report of every stroke to the adjacent plantations, 
and to the traveller as he passes along the road. But what does all 
this say for the system ; a system which continues to place in the 
hands of individuals, many of them of the lowest description, this tre- 
mendous power of punishment? Think what would be the condition of 
the peasantry of this country if debates in our legislature were to turn on 
the question. Whether every farmer in the land should have the power 
of inflicting, on the naked posteriors of his labourers, whether male or 
female, either the lacerations of the cart-whip, or the sharp prickings 
of the ebony bush ? 

A speech of Mr. Barret's embodies the arguments on tlie other side 
of the question. He observed that it was no reason for refusing to 
abolish the cart-whip that its abolition had been recommended by 
Government That was no reason for rejecting a measure beneficial in 
itself. — *' But I do deny that his Majesty's ministers alone, or that onr 
countrymen in Great Britain alone, view the cart-whip as a base, cruel, 
debasing instrument of torture. Every person of humanity in the 
colony, every being whose heart is not callous, pants for the abolition 
of this detestable mode of punishment. You are told, that to abolish 
the use of the cart- whip is an innovation. It is indeed an innovation, 
so was the abolition of the ra'ck and the thumb-screw, and such like 
instruments, the fellows of the cart-whip. But I have yet to learn 
that these innovations have undermined the civil institutions of Europe. 
I do not hesitate to sav, I do not hesitate to declare to all who bear me, 
that the cart- whip is a horrible, detestable instrument, when used for the 
punishment and torture of slaves. I do say that 39 lashes with this 
horrid instrument can be made more grievous than 500 lashes with a 
cat. Honourable members may raise a clamour against me, but they 
will do so in vain. They are afraid to hear the truth respecting this 
odious, this horrid, this detestable instrument. Clamour shall not pot 
me down. The time, 1 hope, is not tar dis;ant when the cart-whip 
will be aboUshed even as an emblem of authority. On my own estate 
1 have cntirtely al>olisbed it, and also the cat. I do not even allow the 
infliction of the cart-whip on the cattle of bit propefftr, so abhorrent 
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is the instrument to me as an engine of crueltY' Honourable gentle- 
men contend that the cart-whip, is an instrument of punishment less 
severe than the cat. I shall not determine how many stripes of the 
latter are equal to one of the former, but 1 will put the question thus, 
Whether a given number of lashes by the cart-whip are not more severe 
and more lacerating than the same number by the cat ? You say, a greater 
number of stripes are inflicted by the cat in the army than are allowed to 
be given by the cart-whip. But how are the former inflicted? Not at 
the caprice, at the will, at the passion or rage of an individual, but 
after a solemn trial by a Court-Martial, where the ofiender's superiors, 
unbiassed, unprejudiced, and with calmness, deliberate upon the charge 
brought against him." He might have added that their sentence is also 
subject to the review of their superiors. ** But the punishment of the 
cart-whip is inflicted at the pleasure of an individual, at his sole com- 
mand, as caprice or passion dictates. Sometimes one slave inflicts it 
at his discretion upon another slave. Sometimes it is ordered by the 
boolc-keeper or overseer, or proprietor of the lowest order, men too 
frequently most miflt to apportion punishment. To me, the predicted 
danger from abolishing the cart-whip seems totally imaginary. Its use 
has been abolished in many places, and having been accustomed to 
witness its spontaneous abolition in many places, there can be no 
fear, when the measure is made general, and passes into a law, that 
they will mistake our lenity, or suppose it was forced upon us.*' 

The clause for substituting the cat for the cart-ivhip, was negatived 
by a majority of 28 to 12, as was that for prohibiting the indecent ex- 
posure of women. 

A limitation of punishment, at the discretion of individuals, appears 
to have taken place in Jamaica. They are said to be pi ohibitcd from 
giving more than twenty lashes at a time, or from confining a slave 
more than ten days in the workhouse, without the authority of a 
magistrate. 

The prohibition of the driving whip, and the flogging of females, 
and the record of punishments, have been rejected, not only by Ja- 
maica, but by Barbadoes and the Bahamas. '^ To forbid," says the 
Assembly of Barbadoes, ** by legislative enactment, the flogging of 
female slaves, would be productive of the most injurious conse- 
quences." In the case, for instance, of domestic females, they argue, 
that it is quite apparent how objectionable it would be to forbid their 
being flogged. As for the driving whip, they consider it to be inse- 
parable from slavery. " The recording of punishment by whipping," 
they add, ** being consequent on limiting it to a given number of lashes, 
and the Assembly being of opinion that in the hands of a relentless 
executioner, a given number of stHpes may^ under the sanction of the 
laWy be so inflicted as to amount to an act of cruelty** — the Assembly 
seem to have thought, that the ends of humanity would be best an- 
swered, by leaving every man to give as many lashes as he pleased, 
and by not requiring him to record them ; but to refer it to the Justices, 
on a complaint being made, to determine whether cruelty had been 
committed or not. 

This is a view of the subject, altogether worthy of the Assembly of 
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Barbadoes ! It is a view, however, from which it is but just to say, that 
the Council of that Island have dissentjed. They passed a Bill for effecting 
the very objects which the Assembly think so unnecessary, but it was 
rejected in the lower house. 

The case in Jamaica was similar ; and the Council there, desirous 
of delivering themselves from the discredit of having concurred with the 
Assembly in rejecting so many measures of amelioration, presented an 
address to the Duke of Manchester, at the close of the session, excul- 
pating themselves from being parties to that rejection, saying, that 
they had proposed a variety of amendments, to which the Assembly 
had disagreed. The Duke nevertheless lauds the Assembly. 

In the new slave law of Jamaica, in addition to the changes already 
noticed, is a clause for obliging owners, who manumize old or infirm 
slaves, to provide for them, by allowing them ten pounds a year. — ^The 
law for punishing cruelty, has also undergone some modification ; and 
to brand a slave is now, for the first time, subjected to a penalty not 
exceeding £100, (£70 sterling,) or a year's imprisonment. In other 
respects the new law does not differ substantially from the old, of 
which it retains with some slight change, we are sorry to say, the fol- 
lowing unjust provision — " and if it shall appear to the Council of Pro- 
tection that the complaint of the slave is frivolous or unfounded, it shall 
be lawful for them to dismiss the complaint, and to direct such slave to 
be delivered over to his master ; or to direct such punishment, by con- 
finement to hard labour, or whipping, or both, as to them may seem 
proper." — It is still made a capital crime in a slave to compass or ima- 
gine the death of a white person. This is indeed giving to each white 
the attributes of a despot. 

Some improvements are also introduced into the mode of conducting 
the trial of slaves, but we think it a monstrous provision which excepts, 
from the necessity of referring to the Governor all cases of capital pu- 
nishment for his revision prior to the execution of the sentence, the 
cases of rebellion and rebellious con spiracy ; the very cases, of all others, 
which the ends of justice require should be most calmly and dispas- 
sionately investigated. 

Two petitions having been presented from a few white persons in 
each of the two parishes of St. James's and St. Elizabeth's, in favour of 
the people of colour, an attempt was made, by one of the members 
of the Assembly, to obtain for them some extension of civil and political 
privileges, particularly the elective franchise, which it was proposed to 
confer only on such as should possess freeholds of the value of £100 
a year, (the qualification of a white being £10 a year); and also the 
power of saving deficiencies for estates belonging to whites, on which 
persons of colour serving in the militia might be engaged as book- 
keepers or overseers. The attempt however met with no support. The 
only point gained for them has been the repeal of an act of the 10th of 
Queen Anne, making it penal to employ a free black, an Indian, a per- 
son of colour, or a Jew, in any public office. The heavy fees also 
which it had been customary to exact from those who, by private 
legislative acts, were raised to the privileges of the white class, have 
been abolished. 
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111 Ibrmer sessions, the House of Assembly signalized their liberality 
liy their Idrgessps to their advocates, the Editors of the John Bull, and 
ihu Glasgow Courier. Their late session produced a resolution of a 
similar kind, directing their agent, Mr. Hibbert, to circulate gratuitously, 
in such manner as he may consider most benelicial to the colonies, a 
thousand copies of " A practical view of ihe present state of slavery iff 
ihe West Indies, by Alexander Barclay;" and of a pamphlet by 
A. H. Beaumont, entitled " Compensation to Slave Owners, fairly con- 
sidered in an appeal to the common sense of the People of England :" 
—two works which, whatever claims they may possess to tlie favour of 
this illustrious body, bave certainly none to the public confidence on 
the ground of their fairness or (ruth. 

Another instruction given to their agent is still less creditable lo their 
sagacity and ingenuousness. On the I4th of October, 1826, there ap- 
peared 'iu the Royal Gazette of Jamaica, a proclamation pretended to 
be issued in Hayti, by the President Buyer in April or May, 1826; 
which, however, has proved lo be a forged and fabricated document. 
Ii had in substance been issued byToussaint Lou vert are in 1799, under 
widely diB'erent circumstances ; but it was now vamped up, and in a mu- 
tilated and garbled state palmed upon the public as a proof of the se- 
vere coercion which was requisite to obtain from the population of 
Hayli, in the present day, an adequate measure of industrious exertion. 

Un the ninth of November the subject of this proclamation was 
brought before the House of Assembly by Mr. Atkinson. They had all 
seen, he said, a proclamation of the Haytian President, — a dqcument 
which be considered of material assistance at the present period, 
when thai house was called upon to adopt a parcel of nonsensical mea- 
sures for the regulation of our slave population, quite incompatible with 
their habits and customs. This proclamation was without date, but its 
contents specified that compulsory labour must be resorted to in the free 
state of Hayti, and this circumstance ought to be made known in En- 
gland. He then commented on the coercive measures resorted to in 
Hayti lo enforce agiicultural labour. The proclamation, he added, 
had certainly come in an un authenticated shape, and the house there- 
fore could not treat it as an officixl document. He bad, however, sub- 
sequently obtained a copy of a printed code of laws, dated in April last, 
which was in force there, and which embraced the regulations enter* 
taioed in the proclamation.* In this code, it is enacted lliat/7-ee per- 
sons, wandering from ihe plantations on which they and their parents 
had been domiciled, shall, in the 6rst instance, be subject to fine and 
iitiprisonment, and for a repetition of the olTence, to corporal punish- 
ment by the military : the extent of which, however, was not mentioned. 
Many of the minor regulations, lie added, were analagous to the laus 
oF Jamaica; thehoursof labourof (Aeseyree wen, being similar to those 
of this Island. — He moved that a copy of this code should be trans- 
mitted to the agent, for publication in England. — Tlie course proposed 
by Mr. Atkinson was objected to by several members, and it was sug- 
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gcsted to him to withdraw hit motioDy and to lay the documents before 
the Committee of Corresjpondence. This he accordingly did on the 
following day, the 10th or November; when the Committee of Corre- 
spondence, apparently without having taken the slightest pains to en- 
quire into the authenticity of these documents, for the slightest pains 
would have at once discovered the utter spuriousness of the proclama- 
tion, did, on that very day, resolve to direct that the documents should 
be forwarded to the agent, for the purpose of being published in several 
newspapers, both in England and Scotland, and a copy to be furnished 
to ever^F member of the Lords and Commons. 

These orders were, in part, faithfully executed by the agent ; and ac- 
cordingly the proclamation, and its attendant extracts from the Code 
Rural, made ttheir appearance, in due time, in the newspapers of England 
and Scotland. Whether they have been transmitted to all the members of 
the Lords and Commons, we know not. That part of the order may have 
been suspended, by a discovery that the proclamation which formed the 
main, indeed the only material feature in the case, was not only spuri- 
ous, but an absolute forgery : Boyer's name having been fraudulently 
affixed to it, by some one of those through whose hands it had passed. 

With respect to the Code Rural, the parties possessing that docnment, 
if there be any such document in their possession, have chosen to give 
us only about 15 or 16 clauses out of at least 200, of which it is im- 
plied that the code consists ; so that if it be not, as is most probable, 
as spurious as the proclamation, it is sufficiently garbled and mutilated 
to render this fragment of it an object of grave suspicion. Even of 
these most suspicious extracts from an unproduced document, Mr. At- 
kinson, and the committee of the Jamaica Assembly, grossly misrepre- 
sent the purport There is not the slightest allusion, in any oneof them, 
to corporal punishment, or a single syllable which, fairly construed, im- 
plies more than the regulation of the hours of hired labour, and the re- 
pression of vagrancy — points which are no where more scrupulously 
provided for, than they are by the laws of Great Britain. That such a 
document, supposing it to be real, should be adduced as a proof of com- 
pulsory labour, shews the desperate weakness of the cause it is employ- 
ed to aid ; and that it should be appended to a false and forged docu- 
ment, by the very hands which have given it to the world, is a prima 
fade ground of utter discredit, until information can be obtained from 
some more direct and less polluted source. 

The above details respecting recent proceedings in the West Indies 
are as accurate as we have been able to make them. They are taken 
in every instance from the Colonial journals.'^ Still some variations, 
either for the better or the worse, may have taken place in the details 
of some of the enactments, by means of minute and unnoticed amend- 
ments, before their being finally passed into a law ; of these we shall be 
anxious to apprise our readers, when the official documents shall be laid 



* Viz. Royal Gazettes of Jamaica of the 2l8t of October ; 11th and 25th of 
November ; and 2d, 9th, 16th, and 23d of December ; and the Barbadian of the 
nth of December, 1826. 
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before Parliament. In tlie mean time, we have done our best to give a 
faithful abstract of what bas been done by the Colonial legislatures 
according to the information actually before us. The aceounts from 
the smaller islauda furnish no delaila that cao be relied upon. 

There is, however, another branch of the subject which is perhaps 
siill more important, namely, what Government have done in those Co- 
lonies where their power of legislating is unfettered by assemblies of 
planters. We aay more important, because on Uie fidelity with which 
Government may have redeemed their own solemn pledges, in cases 
where they have had free scope for action, must mainly rest our hopes 
of such a result as shall satisfy the wishes of the nation, and the claims 
of humanity and justice. We are enabled to form some judgment on 
thin point by the promulgalion of their latest edition of the code of Co- 
lonial Reform; we mean " The Ordinance for promoting the religious 
instruction,* and bettering the state and condition of the slave popula- 
tion in his Majesty's Colony of Berbice," promulgated on the 25lh day 
of September ; and, to have eflect from the tst of November, 1826. 

We must confess that we have read some parts of this paper with 
feelings of deep regret. It would have been much more gratifying to us 
on every account to praise than to blame the acts of his Majesty's 
Ministers; but it would be unjustifiable, in a case so deeply affect- 
ing the happiness of hundreds of thousands of our fellow-subjecis, 
were we, from feelings of delicacy towards any individuals, however 
respected, to shrink from a frank exposure of ihe truth. 

We fully admit that the Ordinance which has been promulgated in 
Berbice, by the command of his Majesty, is a great improvement 
on the pi'evious state of the law in that Colony, and thus far, therefore, 
we contemplate it with satisfaction and gratitude. We rejoice when any 
thing is done even to abate, though in a slight degree, the malignant evils 
of the Slave System, and still more when, ea in Ihe presenl in&iance, 
much is done. But It is impossible for us to view, without sorrow and 
alarm, the progressive deviations which this document exhibits from the 

Erinciples originally propounded, and the pledges originally given, by 
is Majesty's Ministers; and the progressive concessions which it loo 
plainly indicates to some of the worst prejudices, aud the most unrea- 
sonable objections, of the Colonists. 

It would seem as If certain individuals had discovered that Mr. 
Canning, in his speech of the 15th of May, 1823, and Lord Balhurst, 
in his dispatches of the 28th of May aud the dlh of July of that year, 
(although ihat speech and those dispatches were unequivocally sanc- 
tioned by the West Indian body in Parliament,) had gone too far; 
and that it therefore had become necessary gradually and cautiously 
to recede from the ground they had hastily and imprudently occupied. 
Accordingly no sooner was the Trinidad Order in Council promulgated 
than it was found to fall short, of the pledges that had thus been 

* It is remarkable, that the onl; part of this Ordinance wLicli bas a religious 
bearing, ia that wliich legalixes marriase ; while it also Ipgaliiies for a time the 
dmvcrBtion o( lb? Siiriijay b; marketa. 
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given to Parliament and the country, in some most material respects ; 
while some of the first provisions of that order have been further di- 
luted and weakened by subsequent modifications. The discussions 
with the authorities of Demerara, though occasionally manifesting 
considerable firmness of purpose in the Colonial Department, at least 
as far as this was to be inferred from the language of their dispatches, 
have led to the concession, one by one, of some most important principles. 
And the final result of these previous omissions, modifications, and 
concessions, we have now embodied in the Ordinance for Berbice, which 
falls nearly as far below the Trinidad Order, as the Trinidad order 
fell below the pledges of Mr. Canning, and of the Colonial Department 
itself in May and July, 1823. 

In Number 11, of the Anti-Slavery Reporter* is contained a brief 
exposition of the defects of the Trinidad Order as compared with the 
pledges previously given by his Majesty's Ministers. The code for 
Berbice contains the defects of the former and some in addition. But 
our present Number having already swelled to an inordinate size we 
must defer, till another opportunity, our intended examination of this 
last ordinance. In the meantime it is very important that the Friends 
of our cause, both in and out of Parliament; should be aware that 
there exist objections, and strong objections too, to various particulars 
contained in it. 

Nor is this our opinion only. It is the opinion also of the colonists. 
We have before us at this moment a passage contained in a Trinidad 
Newspaper, which has been transcribed with approbation, and even 
with exultation, into most of the other West Indian journals. We can 
give only a few brief extracts from it. 

" The Berbice Royal Gazette contains," they say, " the official pro- 
mulgation of the new slave code in that colony. In our next Number 
we shall give our readers an abstract of its contents, distinguishing the 
points in which it differs from the Trinidad order in council. At pre- 
sent, we shall merely state that several very important distinctions have 
been made, particularly under the head of compulsory manumission, 
TCripecting which the principles of Mr. Wilmot Horton's pamphlet have 
been adopted in their fullest extent.'* *^ Many of the most important 
suggestions of the Trinidad Committee, in the appeal which they made 
to Lord Bathurst, though ineffectual in procuring an alteration of their 
own code, have been adopted by His Majesty's Ministers in the Slave 
laws of Demerara and Berbice ; a conclusive proof that they are con- 
vinced of their utihty and necessity." Royal Gazette of Jamaica, of 
the 23d of December, 1826. p. 5. 

* This Number is, in fact, a transcript of the pamphlet entitled, " The Pro- 
gress of Colonial Reform,'' sold by Hatchard. 

ThiSf and all other publications of the Society, may be had at iheir office, 
18, Aldermanbury ; or at Messrs, Hatchard's, 187, Piccadilly, and Arch's, Cornhill, 
They may also be procured, through any bookseller, or at the depdts of the Anti- 
Slavery Society throughout the kingdom. 

J^nd<m : B«giter and Thorns, 14. Bartholometc Cloit. 
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION :— SUGAR MONOPOLY; EAST 
INDIA TRADE; MANUFACTURING DISTRESS; EFFECTS OF 
MONOPOLY ON PLANTERS AND SLAVES; HAYTI, CODE 
RURAL; OUTRAGE IN JAMAICA; MANCHESTER PETITION, &c. 

In the continued absence of all official information respecting what 
has been passing in our Colonies, on the subject of Reform, we cannot 
better employ the pages of this month's Reporter than in collecting 
together the substance of a variety of papers which have recently 
appeared on several important Colonial questions. And, first, with 
respect to 

THE MONOPOLY ENJOYED BY SLAVE-HOLDERS. 

The West Indians have embodied their arguments in favour of this 
monopoly, in a new periodical work, called " The West Indian 
Reporter,*' of which two numbers only have appeared. This work, 
evidently instituted to counteract the effect of our Reporter, furnishes 
a satisfactoiy proof of its efficiency. We will briefly state the argu- 
ments of this new advocate, accompanying them with the substance of 
the answers which those arguments have already received. 

I. The Corn-protecting Duties of this country are a precedent for 
the Protecting Duties on West Indian Produce ; and this Protection 
is still more necessary when the Americans refuse to permit the 
West Itidian Islands to be supplied with provisions direct from tha 
country , and subject the Colonists to the heavy additional expense Oj 
obtaining supplies from more distant places. 

Although all monopolies are liable to objection on principle, there is 
still a wide difference between those monopolies which are intended to 
uphold a useful and influential class of men in their proper station, and 
those monopolies which raise individuals above their natural condition, 
and remove them from their true sphere of usefulness. The corn-pro- 
tecting duties are intended to prevent the English land-owner, wha can 
grow nothing else but produce for home consumption, from being 
crushed by competition with foreigners in the production, for his own 
home market, of the universal food of the people. These duties are in* 
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tended, also, by encouraging the honne cultivation, to prevent England 
from being too much at the mercy of foreigners, especidly in the event 
of a war ; and to retain upon their estates (by enabling Ihem to live at 
home) those country gentlemen, whose abBence abroad, from motives of 
economy, would be a public calamity. Whether the corn-protecting 
duties be right or wrong, it is clear that the sugar- protecting duties 
differ fundamentaliy from them, in nil these respects :— The intention 
of the corn-protecting duties is to encourage the home growth by pro- 
tecting the English corn-grower against the foreign corn-grower in the 
home market. The an gat-protecting duties, by encouraging an exclu- 
siTe eagerness for sugar cultivation, prevent the West Indian land- 
owners from growing the proper food of the inhabitants, and place 
those islands at the mercy of foreigners, especially in the event of a 
war. The cultivation of provisions for their own consumption, and the 
consequent diminution of sugar cultivation would enable the Colonial 
Proprietors, generally, to live as the inhabitants of the Bahamas or the 
Canadas live, in a moderate manner, conformably to their true condition 
as land-owners in countries purely agricultural ; and would place them, 
according to the different circumstances of the respective localities, on 
the same relative footing with resident English land-owners subsisting 
on the produce of their own estates. By the inducements which the 
sugar- protecting duties hold out to neglect the cultivation of the neces- 
saries of life, for the sake of the sugar-monopoly profits, the West 
Indian Islands are left at the discretion of the Americans, to starve or 
to supply them, as may best suit American policy; and this great poli- 
tical error is committed, in order that a few individuals, in and out of 
Parliament, may, at the expense of die mother country, be encouraged 
in the almost exclusive cultivation of an article for foreign exportation, 
and enjoy the prolits of a monopoly, which costs the consumers in Great 
Britain, m (he extra price of sugars, from one to two millions annually. 
This false and extravagant policy, instead of operating like the corn- 
protecting duties, and inducing West Indian land-owners to reside 
upon their estates, and promote the happiness of those who depend on 
them, has the reverse effect of enabling many of them to live at the 
distance of thousands of miles from their property; to cultivate their 
lands by means of an expensive agency; to eclipse, even in England, the 
English land-owner possessing a similar number of acres, in this great 
commercial, manufacturing, and rich country ; and to become Members 
of the House of Commons ; instead of occupying their proper places in 
the colonial assemblies, where their duty lies. Already the Americans 
boast, that they have the West Indians in their power, and consequently 
under their influence, because the improvident colonists cannot afford 
the expense of procuring-the necessaries of life from Europe, and are 
induced not to raise them at home by the folly of England in granting 
bounties and protecting duties on their export produce ; in other 
words, in bribing them to run counter to their true interests. The Ame- 
ricans will only supply these colonies on condition of their being placed, 
in the colonial ports, on the same footing as English traders : in other 
words, on condition of the islands becoming American colonies, for all 
purposes excepting the expense of keeping them, which they willingly 
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leave to England. Tlieac are some of the fruitB of the protecting dulJes 
and bounties in fdvour of West Indian produce. 

II. The Proprietors could no longer afford to purchase foodjbr their 
Slaves if they were deprived of the monopoly ; and they would be 
obliged to throw their lands out of cultivation, as they only get a bare 
subsistence with the aid of the monopoly. 

The negroes do not starve in the Bahamas, from whence no sugar is 
exported : they do not alarve in Hayli, which enjoys no such protecting 
duties. On the contrary, those are precisely the islands, where the 
negroes prosper and increase. The owners of lands do not throw them 
up in HajU or in the Bahamas, but live upon them as other land- 
owners, in countries noQ-exjxtrting and purely agricultural. They do 
not pretend to live in England, or to enjoy luxuries which belong only 
to land-owners in great commercial and nmnufacturing countries. 

III. The Proprietors must be indemnified for immense sums, expended 

on sugar houses and other buildings. 

They have been indemnified over and over again, by large monopoly 

profits, while their patent was in force : it has now expired, and they 

must take their chance in fair corapedtion. Ail that has been laid out 

is the result of monopoly profits already realized. 

IV. 25,000 Brititk seamen are employed in the West Indian trade, and 
330,000 tons of skipping. England derives an annual revenue of 
6,000,000, in the form of duties : and 6,000,000^. valae of manufac- 
tured goods are annually sent to the West Indies. 

The tame number of seamen and the same tonnage would be requi- 
site, if the sugar were brought from other places ; and the same revenue 
would be collected by Government on the imported sugar. Only from 
three to four millions' value of goods are sent to the West Indies, of 
which a large part goes to South America. The proft on the re- 
mainder bears no proportion to the expense of keeping the islands, 
which amounts to about £1,600,000 annuuUy, to which is to he added 
.the loss to the people of England of a furdier immense sum annually, in 
the extra price created by Uie monopoly, without wbii:h the colonists 
declare tlial they cannot afford to cultivate sugar. In other words, it is 
absolutely necessary itmt we should indemnify them for the annual 
waste of negro life caused by sugar cultivation and the cart-whip, both 
of which may cease, if we cease to support them by monopoly prices. 
The cost of keeping the West Indies, added to the eRect of the 
bounties and protecting duties, imposes on this country a burden of not 
less than £3,300,000 aunually. (See Note, in the following page.) 

v. Sugar is the staple production of the West Indies, and England 
ought not to transfer the cultivation, and ruin the West Indian colo- 
TiieStfoT the sake of the East Indies. 

Sugar cannot be properly called the staple of a country, which can 
only afford to produce and sell it under ihe artificial aid of bounties and 
protecting duties. When this happens to a country, it loses its com- 
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mercial staple, and becomes agricultural for home consumption. This 
transfer would neither ruin the West Indies nor the proptielors, as is 
evident from the instances of the Bahamas and of Hayti, and indeed of 
all countiieg purely or chiefly ag^'icultural. The only result would be, 
that West Indian land-owners must live upon their estates in a plain 
moderate style, instead of residing in England, and eclipsing the land- 
owners of a great commercial country. Suppose the islands were inde- 
pendent, they could have no staple oi sugar, for no country would pay 
the extra price. 

VI. South America, Mexico, Hayti, and China are nal British posses- 
sions, and therefore no reasonable man would wish to destroy ike 
trade of British proprietors to transfer it to them. 

If the traders of these countries take British manufactures in 
exchange, it is commercially quite immaterial where they reside, or 
where the goods are brought into use. The articles are paid for, and 
therefore the purchase money is spent iu England. If the colonial 
ports are now free to the traders of other countries, the colouial com- 
mercial character is at an end ; and the colonists are not British pro- 
prietors commercially considered, but they are the inhabitants of a 
neutral country, trading lo other countries and also to England. More- 
over a sugar trade which can only exist by means of bounties and pro- 
tecting duties, at the expense of the people of Great Britain and Ireland, 
is not a trade, but a contrivance Tor transferring money, from the pockets 
of the people of England, into those of West Indian proprietors, This 
dexterous transfer, and not the sugar trade, is their boasted staple. It 
is no more than a system of pauperism on a large and most extravagant 
scale.* 

VII. Ths East Indian Proprietors can exist without the production of 

Suyar ; the West Indian Proprietors cannot. 
The West Indian Proprietors, by demanding protecting duties and 
bounties, sufliciendy shew that they do not exist by the production of 
sugar, but by the sums levied on the people of this country, in the 
form of bounties and protecting duties, to uphold their improvident 
speculation. Besides, the question is not between the two classes of pro- 
ducers only; the consumers in England have an interest in the matter 
deserving of consideration. As well might the people of Malta insist on 
protecting duties to enable them to furnish England with oranges. As 
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well might the corn of Yorksliire be excluded from the markets of 
London, lest llie farmers of Surrey and Sussex should be thereby obliged 
to sell their corn at a lower rate. 

VIII, The East Indies were not colonized for the purpose of producing 

Sugar : the West Indies were. 
The West Indies were partly colonized with a view to sugar cultiva- 
tion; but that was in order that England might obtain it cheaper, not 
dearer, than from elsewhere. This argument, Uke all the test of the 
arguments of the West Indians, proceeds upoD the notion that the 
interests of the mother country are altogether undeserving of regard. 
Even the acquisition of the vast empire of the East is to avail England 
nothing, in order that a few owners of land in West Indian Islands, may 
not descend to their proper station as land-owners in countries non- 
exporting and purely agricultural. The idea of colonising, to purchase, 
at a dearer rate, the tropical productioDB, is cfuite new. 

IX. West Indian Protecting Duties were imposed because they were 
British Colonies, and cultivated by the aid of British capital: and 
also because the West Indians were not allowed to have Iheir wants 
supplied from any other source but the mother country. 

And, is no British capital employed in the East Indies ? Is it not em- 
ployed, and most beneficially employed, in the production of indigo, and 
of every other article which the colonial monopoly allows East Indians to 
" And, even, if it were not £0, we must recollect 



that tlie real ends of beneficial commerce are attained if foreign Ci 
tries take our manufactured goods in exchange for their produce. As 
for the latter objection it does not now apply, as, with some few excep- 
tions, the colonists may obtain their supplies from whence they please. 
On the other hand, when the English land-owner is obliged to sell his 
corn at a minimum of profit, he can only be reinstated by the diminution 
in the price of those other necessaries of life, which lie and his tradesmen 
and labourers must purchase. This he has a right to expect. 

X. One argument is employed by the West-Indians against the removal 
of the Bounty and extra duty, which stultifies all the preceding. They 
affirm, that the Bounty does not exist, and that the Protecting Duty 
produces no e^ect in raising the price of Sugar to the British consumer. 

If, however, the Protecting Duty produces no effect in raising prices, 
why do the West-Indians contend for its continuance? Does not the 
very struggle they are making to retail^ it completely disprove their 
allegations on this point, even if the case were not otherwise us clear 
as the sun at noon-day? — As for the Bounty, it is true it has been re- 
duced to one half of ils former amount in the last year. But that half 
still remains, and of itself adds somewhat more than £Ol>,I)00/, an- 
nually to the cost of the sugar consumed in this country. This has 
been distinctly admitted in the House of Commons by Mr. Berries, the 
Secretary of the Treasury. Mr. Hibbert, also, the respectable agent of 
Jamaica, himself engaged in the sugar trade for the last fifty years, thus 
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ftddrcssed his constituents, the Assembly of that island, in a letter daMd' 
the Ilth of March, 1824: 

" In relation to tbs alleiiation of our cominerciil] diatrees, U will sarpriee you, 
perhaps, that when Mt. Hume stated in the House of Commons tiie Bobject of 
tbe Teduction of the suK^r duty, tKe memtiers in our inlereit did not snpport him, 
Tliis arose from a previous atsorance from his Msjesty'l Miaiatecg that a reduc- 
tion of the Bugnr duty coultl not possibly take place, without at once depriving 
us of all the advanlago which we now enjoy, in the principle and produce of 
calculating the drawback upon the export of refined lugars, tnhich, taken allo- 
grther, ii lilHe, if at all ihart of a graluitoM batiniy of six ihiltngs per hiaidTed 
treighl : aod without also denying us oil that Ihey were ready to concede, in 
regard both to the duty on rem, and to the regulatjons under which it is col- 
lecled." • 

Since that time the drawback has been lessened by three shillinc 
Of course three shillings remain. This bounty affects the sugars of U 
East, as well as those of the West-Indies. 

EAST.INDIA TRADE. 
It may here, however, be of use to shew what s 
bilities of that East-Ittdia trade which is thus di 
are the precise restrictions under which, with a 
slave colonies, it is at present laid, -j- 

FiTst, as to Restrictions. 
A duty of £10 per ton more (heing 50 per cent, 

is laid on East than on West India Sugar ; the duly 

£27, on East India, £37 per ton. 
£28 per ton more is laid on East than on West India ColTee ; the duty 

on West being £56, on East India £84 per ton. 
£28 per ton more is laid on East than on West India Cocoa ; the duty 

on West being £56, on East India, £84 per ton. 
£7 per ton more is laid on East than on West India Turmeric ; the 

duty on West being £3, on East India, £10 per Ion. 
lis. 6d. per gallon more is laid on East than on West India Rum ; the 

datj on West being 8s. 6d. on East India, 20s. per gallon. 
£6 per cent, ad valorem, is laid on East India Cotton Wool, while West 

India is admitted free of duty ; being the same duty as on American 

Cotton ; although America imposes a largis duty of 25 to 100 per 

cent, on the import of our manufactures; while in India tlie duty 

is only 2i per cent. 
There are also higher duties on other articles, such as Dye-woods, 

Mahogany, Hides, &c. &c, than on similar articles from the West 
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What aggravates the injustice is, that the Mauritius, a small island 
(ceded to us by France), and which is cultivated wholly by slaves, has 
lately been selected as the object of favour, aod is the only spot in our 
Eastern empire put upon the footing; of the West Indies, with regard to 
import duties ; while the free labour of India is loaded wilh imposts. 

It would seem as if our hearts were so much wedded to slavery, that 
we search it out in all parts of the world, as the object, not of repressioa 
and disfavour, but of countenance, encouragement, and reward. The 
calamitous effects produced by this strange policy in the case of the 
Mauritius, we shall have an opportunity bereal^ of exposing. 

It is no feeble proof of the exteasion of which our trade with India is 
capable, that, since the partial t)pening of it with that country in 
1815, the whole amount of exports has been increased from £2, £59, 000 
in 1815, to £4,600,000 in 1822. And of the immense increase which 
may be expected in our export of manufactured goods, and especially 
of manufactured cottons, if by equalizing the duties on the products of 
India, we permit our manufacturers to lake freely these products in 
exchange, some idea may be formed by the following statement, drawn 
from authentic documents, of the increased export of our cottons \q 
India since 1814. 



1S18 
1819 

1820 



604,800 
806,064 
991,144 
2,848,693 
4,227,664 
3,714,584 
7,602,262 
9,979,844 



213,388 
489,384 
714,588 
2,468,004 
4,614,372 
3,414,040 
6,724,032 
9,940,728 



818,188 
1,295.448 

1,705,732 
5,316.696 
8,842,036 
7,128,624 
14,326.284 
19,920,672 



We regret that we have not access to the means of continuing this 
striking exhibition of our rapidly increasing trade to the present time. 
We cannot doubt, however, that it would prove equally encouraging. 
But what might not this trade become, if all the existing reslrictions in 
favour of the slave-holders were removed; and if it did not continue 
crampeil and shackled as it is, for no other purpose than that of 
propping up their vicious, immoral, and, to the country at large, most 
impolitic and injurious system? Such are our unquestionable facilities 
of supplying the hundred millions of our Asiatic subJecLs with manu- 
factured cottons, in return for their raw produce, that considerable 
quantities eveu of cotton twist have recently been shipped to India. 
Most justly, therefore, has it been observed in a recent publication, 
that— 

" Notliing connacted wilh the policy of England is more remarkable, than tha 
degree of apathy which her people generally appear lo experience, with reference 
to the affuirs of the must important of all ber dependencies, her Easlern Empire. 
At a moment when the influence of Great Britain i» fell and acknowledged over 
the whole contlneQl of India, where an hnndred millions nf people, directly 
under our own sway, and millions apon millions iKsides, who dwell under the 
nominal rule of their native princes, look to as as the arbiters of their destiny, 
and the guardians of their happiness ; and when it is avowed, that the loss of 
this influence would stfect us more materially llisn almost any other calamity, 
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it is Burprising to behold the ue)(lecl nith which every auestioa relative to flir 
proper manageniEat of British India is treated. Nor is it leas remarkable, that 
at a moment when the msDafacturing district in this vouatry are sufleiiog most 
heavHy for want of a market for their goods, and vfaeD the in ami facto rers of 
other countries are treadiog closetf npoa oar heels, we should not feel the deep 
u\jury the people of Great Britaiu are gustaiaiag from the restrictions, which 
cramp our traile with our omn Empire in the East Indies. If we were l\ilty 
aware of the vast lield nhich India opena for our relief; and of which ne are 
enljr prevented from availing ourselves to an extent almost aniimitcd, by bniny 
dutift upon Iniporla from the East Indies, beyond what are laid on similar arti- 
cles from the West Indies, it is quite impossible that parliament and the poblic 
should not witli one voice demand tlieir removal." 
" We have witnessed, on former occasions," says another writer," the beneficial 
eflecls of fresh openings for our manufactures. A few years ago a, new tiade 
was opened with about twenty millions of people in South America, and the 
mast extensive beneflla were derived from it. Henoe wo may form some idea of 
what the effect would be of opening a free and unreetricted trade with more 
than one hundred millions of our own fellow sabjects in Hindostan, and witb 
upwards of five hundred millions, if we extend that trade to the whole 
population of Asia. 

" What was it which prevented us, until lately, from trading witb South 
America 7 What, but the restrictions imposed on that trade by the Gnvemmenta 
of Spain and Portugal f 

" And what now prevents our trading with the live hundred millions of China, 
Hindostan, and the rest of Asia ? What, but the restricliona imposed on that 
trade by out own Government? The temoval of these raslrictions is not only 
within the power of Parliament, but is in slriet agreement with ihe very liberal 
principles of trade which have been avowed, and which, in « variety of other in- 
stances, have been acted upon both by them and by his Majesty's Govenunent." 
While we have such tneans within our reach of alleviating the present 
distress among our mauufiiclurets, it seems like fatuity to overlook. them, 
and to have recourse, in their stead, to such an inordinately expensive 
palliative as emigration. How much more effective in that view would 
it be, while the measure would be attended with no expense, to throw 
open to the expansive power of our capital, and the energy of our mer- 
chants and manufacturers, the immense market of British India, con- 
taining a hundred millions of customers, and which is now barred 
against us for the sake of 180O sugar planters in the West Indies! 
Evt'ry loom in the kingdom would then, probably, in no long time, be 
put to work ; wages would rise, and the effect would be felt in the com- 
Ibrls of our population from one extremity of the empire to another. 
How much more powerful still would be the effect, if China, the largest 
associated population in the world, were also opened to our commerce I 
And if the fetters of our trade were thus removed, we should not only 
give full employment to our population at home, but we should greatly 
mitigate the sutierings of our unhappy fellow subjects, the negro slaves 
in our Colonies abroad. But this part of the subject deserves to be 
more dialinctly dwelt upon, 
EFFECTS OP THE RESTRICTIVE SYSTEM IN THE WEST INDIES. 

It is sufficiently obvious that the monopoly enjoyed by the slave colo- 
nies is most injurious to our own commercial interests, and most unjust 
and oppressive towards our Asiatic fellow subjects. It may he shewn, 
however, to be scarcely less injurious, unjust, and oppressive to the 
flave colonies themselves. 

We have already seen how the bounties and piotecling duties operate 
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to increase the culture of sugar, and to diminish that of provisions, 
ieaving our colonies dependent for iheir food on the Uoited States, and 
thus incurring the risk of being starved ; and how they also serve 
lo create a non-resident proprietary, whose slaves are left, in their ab- 
sence, to the care of hirelings. But these are not half the evils with 
which the protecting system is pregnant. Without this it would not 
have been possible "that the slave colonies should have continued to 
this hour in that low and wretched state which they now exhibit ; — that 
the miserable hoe, r^sed by the feeble hands of men and women 
driven forward by the carlwhip, should still be their main instrument in 
turning up the soil, to the neglect of cattle and machinery ;• — ^that all 
modern improvements in husbandry sho:iId be almost unknown; — that 
one unvarying course of exhaustiug crops should he pursued, without 
change or rehef ; — and that in a climate congenial lo them the popula- 
tion should continue progressively and rapidly to decrease." 

These evils, we admit, do not originate in the bounties and protecting 
duties, though they are aggravated by them. They have their origin in 
Slavery itself, a more deadly enemy tenfold to all improvement than 
even the caste of Hindostan. A blight seems to follow its steps. 
The very soil which tlic slave tills seems cursed with progressive bar- 
renness. And while, under the judicious culture of freemen, soils are 
found to improve ; no soil, however fertile, can resist the deteriorating 
effects of slave cultivation. One obvious cause of this is, that slaves 
eat no beef, and wear no shoes. There is, therefore, no call for that 
quantity of cattle, which, both by their'manure, and by that change of 
crops which their due sustenance renders necessary, serves to renew 
the fertility of the soi].+ 

However, it is the effect of this vicious system on the happiness of 
the slave, far more than on the interests of the master, which we are 
anxious to press on the public attention. Again and again have tlie 
West Indians endeavoured to persuade the public that the comfort and 
happiness of their slaves depend on the large profits of the masters; 
and statesmen of no mean name have allowed themselves to be imposetl 
upon by such representations. No delusion can be more complete than 
this. The happiness and comfort of the slaves do indeed depend on 
the profitableness of their labour, but in an inverse ratio. The severity 
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of exaction aod the waste of life may bs measured, iodeed, ia the cue 
of the wretched alsTe, by the profitableness of die cullivation in which 
he is employed ; and from which the only advantage he derives, is that, 
like the loom for the produce of which there is an increased demand, he 
is wom out the sooner. Such indeed Js the malignant nature of slavery, 
that it converts those very circurastances which are ordinarily the most 
beneficial into curses. The increased demand for the produce of hie 
labour, which raises the wages of the freeman and enlarges hia com- 
forts, serves only, in the case of the slave, to quicken the impulse of the 
cartwhip, and to grind him sooner to dust. The superior fertility of the 
soil he cultivates produces a like effect. Those who are desirous of 
Batisfying themselves 03 this point may consult the Second Report of 
the Ami-Slavery Society, p. 16 to 33. Without, therefore, entering at 
large into the argument, it is clear that this view of the subject, and this 
alone, satisfactorily explains the facts of the case; explains, thai is to 
say, why in the least productive of our slave colonies, and where no 
sugar is grown, and consequently no stimulus applied by bounties and 
protecting duties, the slaves increase most rapidly : while in Demerara, 
the most productive of our slave colonies, which makes the largest re- 
turns to the labour of the slave, and receives therefore the largest pro- 
portion of the bounties and protecting duties, the slaves decrease more 
rapidly than they increase in the Bahamas. Nay, throughout the whole 
range of the sugar colonies, the rale of mortality may be measured by 
the productiveness of the soil, and the consequent share which the plan- 
ters receive of this great pauper fund, — this direct incentive to improvi- 
dence and waste of life, — this infallible stimulus to neglect and oppres- 
sion on the part of the slave holders." 

On this ground then we make our firm and earnest appeal to the 
parliament and people of this country, against the monopoly of the 
slave holders. The existence of slavery, as it exists in our slave 
colonies, is a crime, in the guilt of which those who with their eyes 
open yield it their suppori, must be considered as more or less partici- 
pating. Now the most effective support given to slavery in the present 
day, is to be found in this monopoly, and in the protection thereby given 
to slave holders, against the competition of free labour. Can it be said 
that there is either reason or justice in compelling those who detest 
and reprobate this system, to continue to pay a heavy contribution, not 
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for the privilege of putting an end to it, but with llie certain effect 
of maintaioiD^, nay, of aggravating and perpetuating its evils ? 

A NEW REASON FOB ABOLISHING THE MONOPOLY.' 
It becomea the more incumbent oa the friends of the negro race, 
to act on these views of ibesubject, so far, at least, as to deprive slavery 
of the factitious support wbicb is given to it by means of bounties 
and prolecdng duties, because the hope of arriving at the extinction of 
slavery by other meaos we fear is daily lessening. The last number of 
the Reporter sufficiently proves the determination of the colonial legis* 
latures to adopt no effectual measures for bringing about that consumma- 
lion ; and tlie tendency of certain pamphlets, understood to be oiGcial, 
to lower down or i'litter away the original propositions on the subject of 
reform, and especially that which gave to slaves a power of redeeming 
themSelveB at a fair appraisement, canaot but increase the apprehension 
of delay and disappointment Emboldened by these apparent vacilla- 
tions on the part of some official men, the West Indians have come 
forward and published a manifesto under the name of Alexander 
Macdonnell, Esq., the purport of which is to represent this species of 
manumission, which he terms " compulsory manumission," as being 
contrary to the spirit of the parliamentary resolutions of 1823 ; as -«n 
infringement of the rights of property ; as injurious to the well hein^ of 
the slaves 1 and as endangering the safety of tlte colonies. It is suffi- 
cient to state these propositions, to prove their extravagance and their 
fallacy. That to give the sl^ve the power, by the fruits of his own 
iudustry, of obtaining the manumission of himself, his wife, or children, 
should be injurious to his well being, and dangerous to the peace of the 
colonies, is a statement so absurd in itself, and so opposed to all expe- 
rience, not only in the Spanish and Portnguese colonies, but in our own, 
that we may safely leave it to the scorn it merits.* Then as to being an in- 
fringement on the rights of property; what bill for turnpikes, canals, or 
docks in this country, does not involve a greater and more direct infringe- 
ment oq the rights of property, without the slightest imputation of 
illegality or injustice? Or what general meas^ire of policy has ever been 
adopted less liable to such a charge, and in which loss and inconveni- 
ence to private individuals are more sedulously guarded against ? That 
it violates the spirit of Mr. Canning's resolutions, is a view of the sub- 
ject reserved for the ingenuity of Mr. Macdonnell to discover. We 
believe that Mr. Canning and Lord BatLurst understand the purpose 
and intent of their own resolutions better than Mr. Macdonnell; and 
so far have the great body of the colonists, at home and abroad, been 
from understanding them difierently, that o;i no occasion, which we can 
recollect, of discussions either in parliament, or in the colonial assemblies, 
has it been intimated that the Government, in giving to the slave the 
power of redeeming himself and his family by the fruits of his industry. 
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had been guilty of the slightest deviation from the letter or spirit of 
their own resolutions of May 1823. 

If, however, such be (he doctrine which, at this late hour, the Colo- 
nists mean to maintain ; if they mean to shut out nil hope of maniimis- 
lion from the slave independently of the will of hia master ; and thus do 
their utmost to perpetuate the horrid institution of slavery for ages and 
generations to come,— how much moie incumbent does it become upon 
the Parliament and people of this country to withdraw all those factitious 
props by which we have aggravated its malignity, while we have shared 
Its guilt ? We have here, in short, the very strongest additional motives 
for labouring to put an end to bounties and protecting duties without a 
moment's delay ; being convinced, as has been well said : 

"That, whatever difficulties the Slave queetion may present' under other 
aspects, the people of England mill thns at least be delivered from tlie bitter con- 
acioDsneas of mainLuiDing, by oppreaaive and onneceasaiy premiiuns, B syslem 
of iniquity degrading to the national character, subversive of every legtl and 
constitutional principle, and wliullj at variance with the dictates of sound 
policy, humanity, and justice."* 

HAYTl.— CODE RURAL. 

In our last Number (pp. 309, 310) we gave a brief account of an 
attempt that had been made to pass upon the public an old proclamation 
of Hlussaint, of the year 1799, enforcing field labour by a kind of mili- 
tary discipline, as a new and genuine proclamation by Boyer in the 
year 1826. This was effected by the very simple process of omitdng 
the beginning and the conclusion of the original proclamation, ana 
substituting Boyer's name for that of Toussaint Louverture, The de- 
clared object of giving this document, thus fabricated, to the world, was 
to prove that labour was compulsory in Hayli as well as in Jamaica. 
That such a clumsy and fraudulent expedient should have been resorted 
to, in order to establish this point, may be accepted as a proof of the 
absence of all better evidence.— But it is pretended, and Mr. Hlbbert, 
the agent of Jamaica, has published a letter in the newspapers to that 
effect, that though it cannot now be denied that this proclamation, on 
which so much undue stress had been laid, is false and fabricated; yet, 
there does exist a Code Rural, enacted m April or May, 1826," by the 
Legislature of Hayti, by which the same important truth, that negroes 
will not labour without compulsion, ia fully established. — Mr. Hibhert 
avows, indeed, with a generous self-devotion, that the act of affixing 
Boyer's name to the previously truncated proclamation, was his act, 
and not that of his constituents in Jamaica. He adopts, however, and, 
after time for retlection, repeats their comment on the Code Rural, as 
eihibiiing a system by which the " driver is made answerable for the 
labourer, the overseer for hia driven" Sec. Mr. HJbbert says he is in 
possession of the code. He could therefore have ascertained the ac- 
curacy of liiis comment. But if we may judge of its accuracy by that 
part of the code which he has chosen to publish, nothing can be more 
unlike the truth. In the extracts which he has exhibiled, (and we pre- 
snme he has given such as are best adapted to his purpose and that of 
his consUtuents), there is no mention made of the driver, nor the 
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sliglilest allusion to such a personage. On the contrary, tlie wliol 
system, as far as it is rendered intellig;ible by tlie few senlenceB which 
have been selected for the public eye, is absolutely inconsistent with any 
such idea. It seems to relate to the due fuKJlment of contracts betweeD 
farmers and their workmen ;— to the regulation of the periods and hours 
of work ; — 10 an equal distribution of the labour of repairing the high- 
ways ; — and to the repression of vagrancy. And in these respects it 
bears a close analog:y to the laws on the same subject which exist in 
England. Every thin^ is decided by the law and by the magistrate; 
and the penalties consist in all cases either of a pecuniary fine or im- 
prisonment, or, as the gentlemen ol the Jamaica Assembly tell us, in 
the forfeiture of wages." 

Mr. Hibbert pretends to be very angry that a Mr. Henderson, a mer- 
chant of Hayti, and some other writer on the subject, should have attri- 
buted to the gentlemen of Jamaica, with whom these rash publications 
and incorrect statements originated, a malignity of purpose as respected 
the people of Hayti- We will not enter into the dispute between 
Mr. Hibbert and Mr. Henderson, especially as we understand the latter 
gentleman to have quitted England. But we cannot wonder that Mr. 
Henderson, or any man of plain understanding, who finds before him a 
prima facie case of forgery as it respects one document, and of the 
grossest misrepresentation as it respects another — the whole accom- 
panied by the most injurious as well as unfounded inferences — should 
employ a somewhat ardent expression of feeling towards those whom 
he deemed the deliberate and wilful calumniators, by such means, of 
himself ^nd his Hayttan brethren, We hope soon to see the whole of 
this disputed code before the public. In the mean time, we would 
rematk, that our impression of the probable slata of the case is simply 
this; an impression, however, for the accuracy of which we do not vouch. 
— The government of Hayti had contracted to make certain large pay- 
ments to France in consideration of the recognition by that country of 
its independence. Good faith required that these paynienls should be 
punctually made ; and justice required that the contributions necessary 
to that end should be borne as fairly and equally as possible by the 
Haytian people. How could this be etfected but by requiring every 
individual, whose freedom had been secured by the arrangement, to 
contribute his fair share of the cost of it? To eflect this object, the 
Legislature of Hayti, elected by the people of Hayti, appear to have pass- 
ed a law loprevent the whole burden of that contribution from falling, as it 
' must otherwise do, on the industrious part of the population; and ta 
oblige the most idle and worthless to lend their aid. A measure pro- 
ceeding on such a general principle as this would be beneficial in every 
state as well as in Hayti. and at all times equally with the present. 
Why it was adopted at this particular time, and not before, by the 
Haytian Legislature, is probably to be accounted for by the new and 
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peculiar exigeooies of their situatioo. Whether all the regulations of 
lite code, when they ahnll be made known, will prove to be such as sound 
political ecouomiatfi caD approve, is anoiher question. Judging, how- 
ever, from the brief apeoimen of it which we have been permitted lo pe- 
ruse, we should Bay, (hat though exceptiona may be taken to some of 
its regulations, yet, on the whole, it indicates a vast advance in freedom 
and civilization since the period of Tonssaint's proclamation; and fur- 
nishea abundant proof that the condition of the Haytian labourer is 
as remote from that of the colonial slave, as the condition of the slave 
difiers from that of the peasant of England or of France. 

OUTRAGEOUS ATTACK ON METHODISTS IN JAMAICA, 
On the 13th instant. Dr. Lushington l»ougfat to the knowledge of 
the House of Commons, the following act of lawless violence, atmost 
equalling in atrocity the outrage committed, in Barbadoes, against Mr. 
Shrewsbury. — On Christmas day last, the militia regiment had been 
called out, in the parish of St. Ann, to keep watch and ward over the 
slave population; and to protect the property, aiad preserve the safety of 
tlieir master*. The regiment assisted at divine service, which was per- 
formed at the parish church, and was addressed in a sermon, by the 
Rev. Mr. Bridges, late Chaplain to (he Bishop of Jamaica. That dis- 
coarse was replete with inflammatory language, directed against the 
Methodist Missionaries in the Island, and inciting to acts of outrage 
and bloodshed. The white company of the regiment was, in the course 
of the afternoon, left on guard in the vicinity of the house of Mr. Ead- 
cliffe, the Methodist Missionary. Towards midnight an attack was 
made on the missionary meeting-house, and on the house of Mr. Rad- 
cliffe the missionary, inhabited by himself, his wife, children, and ser- 
vants. The attack was made with muskets and hotse-pistols, and 
fourteen nmsket balls were fired into the house, not hurriedly, but by 
word of command. The guard was all this time on duty in the close 
vicinity of Mr. Radctiffe'a house, but no attempt nt interference took 
place on tbeir part; and it was owing, not to the humanity of this 
white company, or to the Christian exhortations of the Reverend Mr. 
Bridges, but to the accident of the bolls not Laving taken effect, that 
murder was not added to outrage and violence. Dr. L's object in moving 
for information on the subject, was to induce the House, by instituting 
an enquiry, not only to visit the guilty with punishment, but to prevent 
all encroachment on Ihe principles of toleration and religious freedom. 
To the Wesleyan Missionaries this country was indebted for the small 
portion of instruction and religions knowledge at present to be found 
among the lower classes and slave population of the West In- 
dies. But for them, the whole of the black population of the West 
Indies would have continued in a state of idolatry and paganism. 
Government had most wisely determined to give a Bishop and addi- 
tional Clergy to the Island, but he should grieve, if the Church Esta- 
blishment there were to engage in the wicked attempt to exterminate 
all other sects. If such an attempt were made to oppress them, ha 
would be the first to come forward to enable them to obtain that pro- 
tection to which, by thelaws of Gixland of the land, they were entitled. — 
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Whftt an eifRinple or subordinatiou too did iheae while militia men act 
to tlieir free black and coloured brethren in arms ; and to the slave po- 
pulation ? — But ihe matter did not stop here. On the Sunday foUowing, 
(two days only having elapsed from the commission of the outrage,) the 
same clergyman alluded to the act of violence which had been perpe- 
trated, and repeated the same sermon. It was right the House should 
know who this Rev. Mr. Bridges was. Me was a Gentleman who had 
first rendered himself notorious by a libel on the character of Mr. Wil- 
bertorce, whom he had thus designated: — " Mel in ore. Verba lactii, 
Fel in corde, Fraus in factis." For thismode of treating this venerated 
name, Mr. Bridges had been rewarded with a considerable sum of 
money, by the House of Assembly ; and the Bishop of Jamaica had 
further rewarded him, by appointing him his chaplain, thougli at the 
time of the outrage, the Rev. Gentleman no longer continued to hold 
this office. He hoped some way might be discovered to punish not only 
those who had fired the bullets, but theiustigator to thatactof riolence. 
He was Dot surprised at the act, after the transaction which had 
occurred at Barbadoes, and the impunity with which it had been 
attended. True, he had a better opinion of Jamaica, than of Barbadoes. 
He understood, that soon after this occurrence. Col. Cojt had endea- 
voured to investigate it. He did not know the result of the inveatiga- 
tion, but hoped it would be attended with better consequences than the 
inquiry at Barbadoes, He trusted, the colony would anticipate the 
mother country in' the adoption of a remedy for the evil. After what 
had occurred at Barbadoes, however, be was resolved not to allow one 
instance of intolerance in the West India Islands to pass, without imme- 
diately bringing it before the House. The Hon. and l^earued Member 
concluded by moving for *' Copies of all dispatches received, or which 
may be received from Jamaica, respecting an attack on the Wesleyan 
MissiomryMeeting, anddwellittg-honses,iD theparishofSt.Ann, in the 
month of December last." 

Government, it appears, has as yet received no official information 
on the subject. 
PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS RELATIVE TO SUGAR DUTIES. 

The subject of the Sugar Duties has been fixed several times for discus- 
sion in the House of Commons, but owing to various accidental causes 
has hitherto been postponed. It is understood, however, thai in the 
progress of the Annual Duties' Bill through the House, that part of it 
'wliich respects Sugar will be fully canvassed. Besides this, Mr. Whit- 
more has given notice of a specific motion, in the ensuing month of 
May, on the subject of the restrictions which cramp our East India 
Trade. Several petitions have already been sent up from those com- 
mercial and manufacturing districts which are more immediately inte- 
rested in this question; — and who, indeed, is not interested in it? — 
A Petition from Manchester, signed by near 400 of the principal mer- 
chants and manufacturers of that important place, contains a statement, 
which is substantially, to the following eSect, viz : 
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policy heretofore adopted, Nalians which wcni fuctofrly our best customen, 
have been iuduced lu lay lieavy duties upon our maDDfortures, to obtain 
machiuery or the meaas uf makiag it from this neighbourhood, and to previul 
upon our workmen to emigrate. By these means they have been enabled to prO' 
dace a considerable proportion of the goods with which we formerly supplied 
Ihem, and, in some inataaces, to riial us in other markets. 

That these circumslauces have largely contributed to the present stale of 
extreme aufiering and privation to which the labouring classes in this town and 
neighbourhood are subjected, and for which, if some remedy is nut applied, by 
opening fresh markets for the produce of their industry, the FetiliunerH appre- 
hend Ihey must see these Rufierings and privation of their workmen slill eontinue 
or increase; the meansofsupplyingthem with employment daily diminish; and 
their best artisans leave them to find a more ample subsiitence by Iransterring 
their abilities to the servioes, and for the aggrandisement of rival natians. 

That t^ country has, within her own dominions, the means of accampUshiDg 
much, b7 f°<^>''tating the ttade with our East Indian possesajoDs — A trade 
which, though it tias been progressively and lapidly increasing fFom this neigh- 
bourhood, and has become highly important, would have been much more ex- 
tended had it not been obstructed by the didicalty of obtaining profitable returns ; 
a difficulty caosed in a great measnre by many important articles of East Indian 
produce, being burlhened with higher duties than eiiDilar articles im)>orted froiD 
our West India Colonies. 

Thai the ground of reciprocal advaaiage on which the protection was 
granted to the West Indians, has now ceased by the removal of the restriclionn 
I imposed upon them as regarded the shipping of their produce to this country. 

That, although many European natioDS and the United States of America 
are allowed a free trade with our East Indian possesBioDS, and by obtaining the 
produce of these countries in exchange for their own, become carriers of it to 
other parts of the world; yet, still if the duties upon East Indian prnduclionn 
were only equal to those upon West Indian produce, this country might anlei 
into a fair competition with them, and thereby be enabled to feed her famishing 
workmen, employ more largely her shipping, increase the revenue, and more 
firmly rlvel, by the bonds ofmutUBl interest and mutual benefits, the connection 
between Great Britain, and ibis most important of her dependencies. 

That, as the bounty paid upon the refined sugar raises the price of all sugar 
consumed in this country, and ia not only a heavy burden upon the people, but 
limits the conauroption ofthat article, and is, therefore, an obstacle in the way 
of a more extended sale of our manufactures, the Petitioners, tlierefore, 
earnestly pray, tliat the House will lake these subjects into their serious 
consideration, and by removing the bounty now paid on the export of refined 
gngar, and reducing the duties upon the imports from our East Indian posses- 
sions to the same scale as those paid upon similar articles from the West Indian 
Coloeies, allow the Petitioners that room for tbe employment of capital and ex- 
tension of industry to which, in accordance with the line of policy sanctioned 
by Parliament, they beg leave humbly to represent that they consider them- 
selves entitled. 



ThU, and all othtr publkaiiom of the Sacifly, may be had at Ikeir office 
18, AldemuinbllTy ; or al Mcairs. HaicAords, 187, Pii:cttdiliy,and Arch'a, ComkUl. 
They may alia he procured, Ihrough any bnokselltr, or ut the depala of the Aati- 
Slavery StcUly throughoat the kingdom. 



Lomlon. 18. Aldermanburij. April 30, ll«7. 
No. 23. 

ANTI-SLAVERY 

MONTHLY REPORTER. 



The " A nti-Slaveby Monthlit Repohter" will be ready for delivery on th* 
last day at every moalh. Copies viill be forwarded, at the request of any AdIi- 
Slavery Society, at thd rate of four shillings per hnndred, nben not exceeding 
half a sheet, and in prupoition, irhen ilexcEcda tbat quantity. All persons wish- 
ing to receive a regular supply are requested to make application 1o the Secretary, 
at the Society's oBice, No. l», A Id erm anbury, and mention the comeyance by 
which they may he most cnnveaiently teat. Single Copies may be had of all 
booksellers and newameD, at the rate ofSJ. per sheet of sixteen pages. 



I 
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Correction of a mistalie iji the last Nitmber. — An error of some mag- 
nitude crept into a note at p. 316 of our last Number, which was tlia- 
covered in time to be corrected only in a part of the impression. It arose 
from confounding-, in the haste of prepamtion, the column which exhi- 
bited the whole export of sugar from this country, including both British 
plantation and Foreign, with the amount of raw sugar exported in a 
relined state. The Note ought to have stood as follows: 

Tli« bounty on jugir, which uRiininU 10 abaut Ihrce Bhillin|i > cwl, 0»ir huBJng been 
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It is a satisfaction to us to have it in our power to lay before the pub- 
lic a literal translation of the whole of this interesting and much misre- 
presen led document. It is printed in a 12mo. form, and the title page 
runs thus—" Rural Code of Hayti. Port au Prince, from the printing 
press of the Government July, 1 826." 



RURAL CODE OF HATTI. 



We shall give it as it stauds, only ndding a note or two where they 
may appear necessary for the purpose of elucidation. 
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Liberty. REPUBLIC OF HAYTl. Equality. 

RURAL CODE. 

The Chamber of ihe Representatives of Communen, on the propositi on 
of the President of Hayti, and having heard the Report of its Comniillee 
of the Interior, has passed the six following laws, conslituliug the Rural 
Code of Hayti. 

LAW, No. I. 

ON THE GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS HELATIVE TO AGRICULTURE. 

Article I. Agriculture, being the main source of the prosperity of the 

■tate, shall enjoy the special protectioa and encouragement of the Civil 

and Military authorities. 

2. The citizens, of the profession of agriculture, cannot be taken off 
from their pursuits, except in the cases pointed out by law. 

3. All the citizens being bound to give their aid towards supporting 
the state, either by their services or their industry ; those who shall not 
be employed in civil offices, or called out on military service; those 
who shall not be engaged in any business subject lo ihe patent;' those 
who shall not be employed as working artificers, or as domestic servants ; 
those who shall not be employed in the cutting of wood fit for exporta- 
tion : and those, in fine, who shall not be able to shew that they possess 
the means of subsistence, shall be bound to cuhlvate the earth. 

4. Citizens of the agricultural profession shall not he at liberty to quit 
the country, in order lo reside in cities or towns, without the authoriza- 
tioQ of the Justice of Peace of the Commune they wish to quit, and of 
that of the Commune where they mean to fix themselves j and the Justice 
of Peace shall not give his authorization, until he has assured himself 
that the applicant is a person of good behaviour, who has correctly 
conducted himself in the canton he desires to quit, and that he has the 
means of subsistence in the town where he wishes to reside. All who 
shall not conform to these rules, shall be considered and dealt with ag 

5. The children, of either sex, whom their parents (themselves en- 
gaged in agriculture) shall desire to send into t!ie cities or towns lo be 
apprenticed or educated, are not to be received either by master work- 
men, or by the teachers of public or private schools, without a certiiicate 
of the Justice of Peace, which certificate shall be granted at the request 
either of the proprietor or principal renter of the place, or of the officer 
of the rural police, or of the father or the mother of the child. Every 
contravention of this rule shall be subject to a fine of 25 dollars, to 
be paid by the person who shall have received the child without author- 
ization. 

6. Recruiting for the army can only take place by order of the Pre- 
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aidenl, and It sliall not extend to citizens engaged in agriculture, unless 
the Chief of the State, induced by a pressing danger, shall give orders to 
that eSect. 

7. No shop, either wholesale or retail, shall be established, and no 
commerce in ihe produce of the Island shall be carried on in the coun- 
try parts on any pretext whatsoever. Vrora this rule are excepted raw 
sugars delivered to the refineries, and molasses to the distilleries, and 
cotton in the seed when sent to the mill to be ginned. 

8. Nevertheless the;)a(en(ed travelling pedlars, residing in, and going 
from, cities or towns, may, while travelling over the country, sell provi- 
sions, foreign merchandize, and hardware.' 

9. The houses or cottages which private persons have already erected 
in the interior of the Communes, in situations where there is no regular 
township, but merely a collection of cottages, wrhether for their own 
accommodation or to let to others, shall be subject to the same tax, on 
the value of the rent of those houses, which is payable in cities and 
towns. In fulure, however, no cottage shall be erected in the countrj', 
where there is no recognized township, except when connected with a 
rural establishment. 

10. No proprietor of land bordering on the sea shall possess boats 
or vessels except for the transport of his produce to the neighbouring 
city or town ; and for this he shall have, from the Justice of Peace of the 
Commune, a licence which shall be dehvered gratis; and on no pretence 
shall these boats he at liberty to carry on the coasting trade of other 
ports, or of the adjacent little islands, nor the business of fishing, ex- 
cept for the exclusive use of the plantation. 

11. All the fines and forfeitures imposed by the Rural Code, shall be 
inflicted by the Justices of Peace, when not exceeding the value of 
100 dollars, and, when they exceed that sum, by the civil tribunals. 
The half of the said fines and forfeitures ihall belong to the public trea- 
sury, the other half to the informer. 

12. On the day of the festival of agriculture, (the first of May) parties 
flf cultivators from each section shall anend, at the place where the 
Council of Notables meets, with samples of their produce. The Council 
of Notables, in the presence of all the authorities, shall crown the culti- 
vator who shall have best cultivated his farm, in each Section, and in 
each kind of culture; and he shall receive a prize of encouragement 
Exact details of these proceedings shall be drawn up and made public. 

13. Every year, on the first of September, the Councils of Notables 
■hall address, to the President of Hayli, a circumstantial report respect- 
ing the state of agriculture in each Commune, accompanied by their ob- 

ervBlions as to the best means of improving iu 

14. At the end of the year, the Commandants of Departments, shall, 
n like manner, render to the President of Hayti an account of the state 
if agriculture in their respective dopartmrnts, and also of the state of 

, the roads and high ways. 

* l*he articles T and S seem rramedin the absurd spirit of many of our oirn old 

wa. They are prolxbly inleuded to secure the rovenoB bj conaning the sale <k 

taishle comraoditiss and (he residence of taxed (paleuted) (rnders to the towns. 
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Cjiafter !. 

Rules relating lo the adminislralion of agricullural establishments as 

respects the pToprielors of the soil. 

Sectiom I, — Of Landmarks, Boundaries, and Establishments. 

15. All the landed properties situated in the country, and proceeding 
from grants made by llie State, whether under the title of national pro- 
perty, or under that of partial gift, which have not yet been surveyed 
and measured, must be so within the space of one year from the date of 
the promulgation of the present code, under the penalty of a iioe of one 
dollar for every carreau of land, to be paid by tne proprietor. With a 
view to the due execution of this regulation, the Justice of Peace of the 
Commune shall, after the lapse of the above interval, on a declaralioa 
being made to him of the facts, employ a surveyor duly commissioned, 
to measure and draw a plan of the unsurveyed grounds at the expense 
of the delinqueut grantee ; when the amount of the tine shall be fixed, 
and levied together with the expense of the survey. 

1 6. From the date of the promulgation of this law, no sale of property, 
situated in the country, can be executed before a notary, if lliat proper- 
ty shall not have been previously surveyed, and the boundaries previously 
recognized by the title-deeds ; nor in any case can a partial sale take 
place unless the land ehall have been previously surveyed. Notaries 
acting in contravention of this article shall incur the penalties of the 
law. 

17. All grants of land made previous to the promulgation of the 
present code, and on which, in a year from tliat time, no settlement 
shall have begun ; and all grants made subsequent to that time, on 
which, in a year from the date of the grant, no settlement shall have 
commenced, shall revert to the domain of the state ; and the title-deed 
shall be given up and sent back to the Government. 

18. To carry the last regulation into effect, the officer of Rural 
police, in conjunction with the Council of Agriculture, shall report to 
the Justice of Peace, and the military Commandant of the Commune, 
the uncultivated state of the grant : and these, after ascertaining the 
correctness of this Report, shall examine and subscribe it, and then 
address it to the Commandant of the Department, who, after having 
obtained proof of the fact, shall withdraw the title-deed, and send it to 
the Government. 

19. A settlement will be considered as begun, when (here shall be 
a garden cultivated according to the rules established by law, and 
the extent of which shall be duly proportioned to the number of culti- 
vators attached to the property. 

29. The proprietors of cultivated lands, which are contiguous to 
each other, shall be bound, at their common expense, adequately to 
fence their properties. Any oue refusing to do so shall be compellable 
by course of law. 
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21. Tha proprietors of rural estatoB are bound to causa to be 
fixed, during any surveys made at their requisition, Bolid landmarks 
in iron, or in masonry work, or in durable wood, under pain of a fine 
of five dollars for every landmark which may be wanting. 

22. The proprietors who shall have neglected to execute the pre- 
ceding regulation shall be bound, besides paying the fine, to pay the 
artificer mho shall be employed, by the orders of the Justice of the 
Peace of the Commune, to fix the requisite landmark. 

Section II, — Of the Qbligations imposed on the proprielon or ad- 
minislralors of rural property. 

23. It is specially forbidden to cut down the wood on the crest of 
mountains and for a hundred paces of ihcir descent, or at the head 
or in the environs of springs, or on the banks of rivers. The pro- 
prietors of lands watered by springs, or rivers, must surround the 
head of those springs, and plant the borders of the rivers, with plantain 
trees, bamboos, and other trees calculated to promote coolness. 

24. When a proprietor intends to set fire lo new wood, or to a field 
or old canes, or to savannahs, or to any other kind of field, he shall 
be bound, twenty-four hours before, to apprize all the neighbours bor- 
dering upon him of his intention, under the penalty of paying for all 
the damage which the fire may occasion. 

25. As soon as a fire shall break out on an estate, the neighbouring 
proprietors and cultivators shall be bound to repair thither, in order to 
assist in arresting its progress. 

26. It is forbidden to kindle a fire in the savannahs, or in the fields 
or gardens of plantations, without the express permission of their pro- 
prietors, renters, managers, or conductors. 

27. There must not be kept on estates appropriated to cultivation, 
manufactures, or other establishments, any more cattle than are re- 
quired for carrying on the work of tbem, or for ibe use of the pro- 
prietors, managers, conductors, renters or cultivators ; and these 
animals must be kept during the day in herds, and at night in pens or 
inclosed fields. 

28. Animals of the horse kind, horned cattle, swine, ■fee. appropriated 
to breeding, cannot be kept except on breeding establishments according 
to the fourth law relating to such establishments. 

29. No proprietor, renter, or manager of a plantation can establish 
on liis estate a system contrary to that established by law. 

30. No company or association of cultivators, fixed on the same 
plantation, shall be allowed to rent the whole of the estate on which 
they reside, in order to manage it by themselves as a partnership. 

31. The cottages or dwellings of the cultivators must be built on 
one and the same point of tlie plantation to which they are attached. 

ClIArXER II. 

OfcvUivalian ijeneraUij. 

33. The principal branch of cultivation consists in the raising of 

planCr and trees yielding produce for expurtulion to foreign countriet, 
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grain of all descripliona, and all kinds of food and roots designed for 
the subsistence of the popula ' 



33. All who < 



this principal brauch of culture, are i 
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subject to the territorial and land lax, except ou the gross produ 
for exportation which they shall have got in. 

34. The secondary branch of cultivation consists of the culture 
merely of pot herbs, of flowers, of fruit trees, of provisions, and of fodder, 
when the growth of these takes place ou estates which are not esta- 
blished for carrying on the principal branch of cultivation. 

35. Those whose establishment is specially directed to the secondary 
branch of cultivation are subject to the terrilorial and land tax on the 
estimated value of their produce in each six months. 

36. On every rural establishment, ihey shall be bound to cultivate 
provisions, grain, fruit trees, such as the bread tree, &c., sufficient for 
the sustenance of the persons employed there. 

37. All the gardens, whether they produce provisions, or grain, 
must be carefully attended to, under the responsibility of the proprietor, 
renter or manager, who, in case of neglect, shall be condemned to a 
fine of from three to fifteen dollars, 

38. On every plantation ihe cultivators attached to it, and who work 
for a fouith of the produce, shall be bound to have, for iheit personal 
use, a garden of provisions, which tbey shall cultivale during their 
hours or days of repose. 

39. With this view the proprietors, renters, or managers shall be 
bound to place, at the disposal of the cultivators, the land necessary for 
the formation of their private gardens. 

40. The dikes, reservoirs, and conduits which serve to sV'pply and 
distribute the water required for the inhabitants, both for irrigation, and 
for every other useful purpose, shall be kept in order by all the parlies 
interested, who shall be bound to contribute to Ihe labours necessary to 
that end. No one can refuse to share in these labours ; nor can he alie~ 
nate his neighbour's share of the water without his consent. Every one 
acting contrary to these rules shall pay a tine of from ten to fifty dol- 
lars, and shall be bound to repair at his own charge the conduit which 
he shall have obstructed or destroyed, 

41. When on any rural property the produce of it shall be on the" 
point of being packed in sacks, bales, casks, or other packages, the 
officer of the Rural Police of ihe Section, shall bave the right of exam- 
ining it, to satisfy himself that there is no fraud ; and when there is, he 
shall Slop the delivery, and immediately report the matter to the Jus- 
tice of Peace of the Commune. If the produce has only been badly 
prepared, he shall suspend its removal, and oblige the parties to clean 
it anew. 

42. Tiie Justice of Peace, on receiving the report, shall appoint skil- 
ful persons to examine the produce, and if fraud should be proved, the 
produce shall be forfeited to the State. 

43. The produce, intended for exportation, cannot quit the plantation 
to be carried to the cities or towns, and delivered for sale, without 
a permit from the proprietor, when lie resides on the estate, or, when 
he does Qot reside, from the olhcer of the Rural Police of the Section. 
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The permit shall be lurnialied gratia, on unitamped paper, by the 

officer of the Police, who shall be bound to register il. 

44. All produce removed in contravention of this regulation, shall 
be seized on the way, and taken to the Justice of Peace of the 
Commune, who shall ascerfrtin whether the produce has not been 
stolen, in order that it may be sent back to the proprietor, and that 
tha presumed offender may be prosecuted. If it should appear that 
Ae proprietor himself had failed to furoish the permit, he shall pay a 
fine of from three to five dollars. 
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LAW, No. III. 
CONCERNING THE MUTUAL CONTR,VCTS BETWEEN THE PRO- 
PRIETORS OR PRINCIPAL RENTERS, AND THE CULTIVATORS 
OR LABOURERS, AND THE RECIPROCAL OBLIGATIONS OF 
BOTH. 

Chapter I. 

General Regulations, 

45. Those persons who shall not be in the actual service of 
the state, as soldiers, mechanics, or otherwise, and whose profession 
it is to cultivate the ground, or to cut limber for exportation, shall be 
obliged, for their mutual security, to enter into a reciprocal engagement 
with the proprietor or chief renter of the rural property, or of the 
woodland, where they are to exercise their industry. The contract 
may be entered into either collectively or individually, at the pleasure 
of the contracting parties. 

46. The duration of these contracts cannot be for a shorter time than 
two years, nor for a longer than nine years, in the case of the secon- 
dary branch of cultivation and manufactures ; nor for a shorter time 
tlian Uiree years, nor for a longer than nine, for the other branches of 
cultivation; nor for less than sis months, nor longer than a year, for 
the cutting of wood for exportation, 

47. The contract shall be made on stamped paper, before a Notary, 
who shall preserve a minute of il, .and who must express clearly all 
the conditions entered into by the contracting parties, who shall be at 
liberty to make such stipulations as they shall judge suitable, pro- 
vided these do not contravene the regulations of the present code. 

48. Every proprietor, renter, or manager of a plantation, who shall 
there receive or admit any cultivators, without having made with them 
the contract required by the two preceding articles, shall be con- 
demned for the first offence, to a fine of ten dollars for every person 
so received without a contract, and to double that sum in case of a 
second offence ; and besides this, the proprietor, renter or manager, 
shall not be able to bring any action at law, against the cultivators 
who may have failed to fulfil their verbal agreements. The same rule 
will apply to wood cutters for exportation. 

49. Every contract entered into with a cultivator, whose former 
contract shall not have been lerminiited, shall be null and void; and the 
cultivator, who shall hare entered into this second contract, shall be 
sent back, at hia own expense, to the property on which he had en- 
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gaged himaeir, and shall be Gubject to ths fioe fixed by ll<e last Arlicle. 

50. The headmen of parties conlracting to work for half of the 
produce sliaU share, in an equal proportion of half, with the principal 
proprietor of the plantation, in al! they shall reap on that particular 
estate, in the way of fruit, provisions, pulse, grain, and produce of 
every kind. 

51. Whenever, on sugar plantations, the labour shall be done for 
half of the produce, the proprietor, before the diflsiun is made, shall 
deduct a fifth part of the gross produce, as an equivalent for the hire 
of machinery, utensils, cattle, &q., employed in carrying on the 
work, and for the expense of repairs. In the culture of other articles 
the amount of the expenaes caused by the rent, or by the charge of car- 
rying on the work, shall be deducted previous to the division. 

52. The Cultivators contracting to labour for a fourth part of the 
returns they produce, shall have for their share a fourth pari of the 
gross of all they raise. They shall also enjoy the whole of what they 
raise on their own private gardens, cultivated by themselves during 
their hours or days of rest. 

63. Whenever, in the great plantations of sugar, coffee, cotton, 
and indigo, the season shall require that the labour should be pressed 
with activity, the different associations labouring for half, employed on 
the same plantation, shall mutually assist each other in their labours, 
giving and repaying to each other an equal number of days' labour. 
The administrator of the property shall regulate this kind of mutual 
aid. 

54. When the products or crops, whatever they be, shall be pre- 
pared and collected, whether they proceed from labourers working for 
a fourth, or associations labouring for a half, they cannot be removed 
from the property where they weie grown, until a division shall have 
taken place between the proprietor or chief renter, and the cultivators 
labourmg for a fourth, or associations for a half of the produce. 

55. Upon sugar plantations, the division of the shares coming to 
the cultivators shall be made after the grinding of each piece of 
canea. On the plantations where they only cultivate provisions or 
grain; or cut wood for firewood or for charcoal, or for cabinet work 
or building ; or raise fodder ; or are engaged in other irregular works, 
the division shall be made to the workmen only every six months. On 
other plantations, as of coffee, cotton, cocoa, mdigo, Sic, the division 
shall take place at the end of the respective crops, 

56. When the periods arrive for dividing the proceeds among the 
cultivators the oflScer of Rural Police of the Section in which the plan- 
tation is situated, shall be called by the proprietor, chief renter, or their 
manager, to witness the division. The accounts of the articles manu- 
factured, or other products reaped, shall be exhibited, with a certificate 
of the price current, and one from the purchaser of the commodities 
mentioned in the last article. The list of persons entitled to share 
shall be settled, and the proceeds shall be reckoned up. 

57. Each of the co-sharers shall be inscribed in the Distribution- 
List, according to their strength and activity and the time they have 
worked, cither in the first, second, or third class And the money to be 
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shared shall ba divided into quarter shares, half shares, and whole 
The conductors of ihe labours contracted for at a fourth of 
llie produce, and the headmen of the associations labouring for a half, 
shall each have three whole shares. The head sugar-boilers, the head- 
waggoners, and, in short, the head of each department of labour, sfiall 
have two shares. The good workers of the first class, whether racn 
shall have a share and a half; those of the second, one 
share; those of the third, three quarters of a share; children from 
twelve to sixteen years of age, who have made themselves serviceable 
according to their capacities, and the old people who can only work 
moderately, half a share ; and children from nine to eleven years who 
have been occupied according to their age and strength, and infirm 
persons, shall have a quarter share. The broken money, arising from 
the formation of the shares, shall go lo augment the portion of those 
labourers who shall have displayed the greatest punctuality and perse- 
verance in their labours. 

5S. There shall be furnished to the labourers daily tickets, to shew 
the days they were present ai work. Every week these daily tickets 
shall be withdrawn and replaced by weekly tickets, which shall be 
brought into account when the division of the money, arising from the 
crops, takes place. 

59. In no case shall the officer of the Rural Police of the Section 
withdraw, from the sums lo be divided, any part for himself. He shall 
prepare a written statement of the division that has been made, which 
shall be addressed, along with the documents in verifJcatioD of it, to the 
council of Notables of the Commune, there to be referred to, if neces- 
sary. 

60. Proprietors, renters, or managers, cannot give a permit to n 
cultivator, or under-tenant, to travel in the same Commune, and to 
absent himself from his home and his labour for more than eight days, 
which permit shall be delivered gratis on unstamped paper, and ex- 
amined and subscribed by the officer of Rural Police. When a permit 
is required for a longer time, the proprietor, chief renter, or manager, 
shall refer the matter to the commandant of the Commune. 



Of the Obligations of Propnetors, Renters, i 
Cultivalors. 



• Managers, towards the 



61. Proprietors, renters, or managers, cannot employ, except iti 
agricultural labour, and in such labour as is connected therewith, the 
cultivators who shall have contracted with them. They are bound to 
behave to them as good fathers of families. 

62. Proprietors, or chief renters, shall furnish, at their cost and 
charge, the tools or implements of husbandry for the cultivators con- 
tracting to work for a fourth of the produce. These tools cannot be 
renewed, unless it is shewn that they have been worn out or broken in 
the service of the proprietors. I'he cultivator, however, who shall lose 
the tooli jupplieu to him, shall be bound to replace them; and if he 
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does not, others m\\ be furnished lo him, the value of which shall be 
retained out of his portion of the income. 

63. The proprietor, or chief renter, shall be bound lo furnish, with- 
out expense, to ihi cultivators working for a fourth, the means of con- 
veying their shares of the produce to the place of sale. Those associ- 
ated for half shall convey it thither at their own charge. 

64. When the proprietor or chief renter undertakes to sell, or cause 
to be sold, the portion of the produce coming to the cultivators working' 
for a fourth, or to the associations labouring for a half, he shall be bound 
to furnish clear, legal, proof of the price current of the articles at the 
time they arc sold, and to produce, at the time of dividing the proceeds, 
the certificate_^of the purchaser, as well as the attestation of the price 
current. 

65. When the part of the produce coming lo the cultivators working 
for a fourth, or for a half, shall be sold by the conductors of the work- 
men, or the headmen of the associations, these shall be equally bound 
to furnish proof of the price current of the article at the moment of 
sale, and to exhibit ihe certiBcate of the purchaser, (as hxed in the last 
article,) in order to shew that the co-sharers receive fairly that part of 
the produce of their labour to which they are entitled. 

66. .In DO case can the proprietors or chief renters deduct any part 
of the share coming to the cultivators working for a fourth, or to the 
associations working for a half, in order to pay the managers : their 
salaries shall be placed to the account of the proprietor or chief renter. 

67. Proprietors or renters shall be bound, under penally of a fine of 
five to fifteen dollars, lo agree beforehand with a medical practitioner, 
if there be one in the Commune, to look after their cultivators, and to 
furnish the necessary medicines; these medicines being furnished gratis 
to the cultivators contracting at a fourth ; but being paid for, at cost 
price, when furnished lo associations working for half, or lo under- 

68. Proprietors and chief renters of rural properties, must look to 
it that the infant children on the property shall be well taken care of. 
To this end one or more females shall be expressly appointed to this 
charge, the remuneration for whose attention shall be paid by the 
cultivators, in proportion to the number of their children. 

CUAFTGH III. 

Of the obligations of the Ctdtivaton towards Ike Proprietors, Renters, 



69. The cultivators shall be obedient and respectful to the pro- 
prietors and renters with whom they have contracted, as well as to 
the managers, 

70. The cultivators are hound to execute, with zeal and punctuality, 
all the agricultural labours which shall be required of them by the pro- 
prietora, renters, or managers, with whom they shall have contracted. 

71. The cultivators, whatever be the nature of their contract, shall 
be bound to devote their whole time to the labours Uiey have engaged 




1 



I 

I 



RURAL CODE 01" HAYTI. 339 

to perform, and on no account to leave them. They fihall not beat Uberty 
to absent themselves from their habitatioo, except from Saturday 
morning; to Monday at sunrise, without the consent of the proprietors, 
chief renters, or managers. On alt the other working daya ihey shall 
be bonnd to have a permit from the proprietor, chief renter, or 
maaager, if they are not going out of the Commune, But if ihey are, 
the permit shall be examined and subscribed by the officer of the Rural 
Police of the Section, and by the commandant of the Place. 

73. The cultivators working for a fourth, or associations for a half of . 
tlie produce, shall be bound to prepare, and put in a state fit for deli- 
very, the portion of the produce belonging to the proprietor or chief 
renter, and to convey that produce to the place of delivery, the pro- 
prietor or chief renter furnishing the means of transport. 

CllArXER IV. 

Of ihe under- contracts between the farmers contracting for half, and 
the cultivators employed by them. 

73. The sub-tenants, and the headmen of associated parties upon the 
plantations, shall have the power of forming sub-contracts directly with 
the cultivators ; but they shall continue responsible to the proprietor or 
chief renter for the acts of the sub-coulractiug parties. 

74. The number sub-contracting cannot exceed ten for each sub- 
ttmant or headman of an association. 



Of the rules relating to such as, being in the service of the republic, 
reside and labour on rural properties. 

75. Soldiers in active service or other persons, in the employment of 
the State, may make arrangements with proprietors or chief renters, 
and with headmen of associations working for half, or under tenants, to 
labour in cultivating the ground either for a fourth or a half, or as sub- 
tenants. In this case they shall be subject to all the obligations which 
they shall have contracted, and which shall be compatible with tbeir 
public duties. 

76. When soldiers or others, in the service of the State, who have fixed 
their residence on a plantation, shall not have contracted with the pro- 
prietor or renter of that property, they may still make arrangementB 
with him either verbally or in writing, to work by the week, by the 
month, or by the job, at such price and on such terms as shall be 
agreed between them. But these soldiers shall be bound to give their 
assistance, without any payment on that account, in all the labours 
connected with the conduits for irrigation, and with the other wells and 
cisterns as well as the fences and enclosures of the gardens and 
savannahs, and the general maintenance of good order on the property. 

77. When the soldiers orolherK, in tlie service of the Stale, shall not 
act agreeably to the two last articles, in regard to the proprietors or 
chief renters, they may be Bent away from the property. 
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' 78. The soidiera or others, in the service of the Stale, who shall con- 
tract with proprietors or renters to work for wages by the week or other- 
wise, must respect and obey the said proprietors, renters, or managers 
of the property on which they shall labour. 

79. When soldiers or others, in the service of the State, shall have 
been required by the proprietor, chief renter, or manager, to work by 
the day, by the week, or by the job, or otherwise, in a field cultivated 
by labourers for a fourth, or to assist in the manufacture, or gathering in 
of the crop of produce, the wages paid to this description of labourers 
shall be deducted from the mass of the proceeds of this labour before 
the fourth, coming to the cultivators, shall be deducted. 

80. When labourers, such as are spoken of in the preceding article, 
shall be required, by the headman of an association working for half, to 
assist them in their labours, the wages paid to them shall be deducted 
from the portion coming; to the associated body, before the distribution 
of" it to that body can be made. — If these labourers should quit, of their 
own accord, the work for which they have been engaged, before the end 
of the week, they shall have no claim for the time they shall have 
worked during the former part of the same week. 



Of tke'method of terminating difficulties between proprietors, renters, 
managers, cullivalora, associated persons, sub-tenants, ^c. 

81. When differences shall arise between agricultural proprietors, 
principal renters, managers, and cultivators, associates for a half, oc 
sub-tenants, the parlies shall first carry their complaints or claims be- 
fore the officer of Rural Police of the Section, who, assisted, if need be, 
by the Council of Agriculture of the quarter, shall forthwith employ 
himself in amicably terminating the differences, as far as they may be 
within his province. 

82. In cases where the differences are of a nature not to be decided 
by the officer of Rural Police, assisted by the Council of Agriculture, 
he shall call upon the parties to choose arbiters, within the Section, to 
settle and decide their differences. 

83. In cases where the differences cannot thus be settled by arbitra- 
tion on the spot, or where the parties shall not have nnmed arbiters, 
the officer of Rural Police shall wait till Saturday or Sunday in order to 
send the parties before the Justice of Peace of the Commune. The 
wliole must be concluded within the space of six days at most. 

84. The Justice of Peace shall be bound to decide the difference, and 
shall not be at liberty, under pain of being punished for a denial of jus- 
tice, to allege the silence of the law on the case brought before him for 
his decision, 

85. The Justice of Peace shall be bound to pronounce within twenty- 
four hours, at the utmost, alter the appearance ot the patties. 
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CONCERNING BREEDING FARMS. 
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Of the establishment and administration of breeding farms. 

Article 86. Breeding farms cannot be establislied except in place? 
sufficiently distant, not less at the least than a league, from the planta- 
tioDB cultivated for produce. 

07. In future, in order to establish a breeding farm for horned cattle, it 
is necessary to be a proprieior of at least fifty carreaux* of land, pro- 
vided with the necessary pasturage ; and for hogs twenty-five carreaux. 

88. The number of keepers on breeding farms cannot exceed five men, 
comprising the master keeper, they having with them their wives and 
children. 

89. Every keeper of a breeding farm, who shall find in the herds com- 
mitted to his cave, or in the savannahs ofthe breeding farm on which he is 
employed, any strange animals, shall be bound to give notice of ihem 
forthwith to the neighbouring cattle keepers ; and if Ihese animals should 
not belong to their calllepens, then notice of them shall be given to the 
officer of llie Rural Police of the Section. 

90. After these strange animals shall have remained three months in 
the savannah of a breeding farm, without being reclaimed by their owners, 
they shall be taken by the cattle keeper before the Justice of Peace of the 
Commune, in order that they may be conducted to the pound. 

91. As soon as an animal in abreedingfarm shall appear to be attacked 
by a contagious disorder, it must, under pain of a fine of ten to twenty 
dollars, payable by the cattle keeper, be separated and shut out from all 
com mil meal ion with the other cattle, in order to be taken proper care of 
till its cure or death. 

92. Every animal dying in a breeding farm of a contagious disorder 
shall be burnt or buried. 

93. It is forbidden, on pain of a fine often to twenty dollars, payable 
by every offender, to set fire to the savannahs of breeding farms without 
the permission of the officer of the Rural Police of the Commune. 

94. When it shall happen that cattle die, on the plantations, of ordi- 
nary maladies, or by accident, if the proprietor or chief renter of the 
breeding farm is not present, the master keeper shall be bound to obtain 
an attestation of the death of the animal from the officer of the Rural 
Police, or from some of the neighbours ; and the skin, having the stamp 
or mark, shall be produced to the proprietor, otherwise the keeper shall 
be bound to replace the nnimal. 

95. The animals, not only those of the breeding farms, but those which 
are employed in the work of plantations, cannot be stamped except with 
cast stamps; and it is forbidden to make marks on these animals by the 
hatid. 
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Of the contracts between the proprietor 
those ei 



96. The proprietors or renters of breeding TarmE cannot receice on their 
rariDB any keepers or other persons, unless they have previoasly con- 
tracted with them agreeably to the article 47, or Law HI. 

97. The obligations imposed reciprocally on rural proprietors or 
renters, and the cultivators shall be common lo the proprieiors or 
renters of breeding farmB, and all employed by them, in all that con- 
cerns good order and the general police. 

98. Neither the master cattle keeper or any other cattle keeper can 
receive, on the breeding farm where they are employed, animals or cattle 
belonging to other people, without the consent of the proprietors or 
renters of the farm. 

99. Neither the master cattle keeper nor the other keepers shall be 
at liberty to remove or sell any animal of the farm, without having, in 
writing, the consent of the proprietor or renter, and without a permit on 
■tamped paper from the officer of the Rural Police of the Section, who 
shall be bound to register the permit with the stamp of the animals. 
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LAW, No. V. 

ON THE CARE AND MANAGEMENT OF THE ANIMALS, AND THE 
DAMAGE THEY MAY DO IN THE FIELDS. 

100. Cattle belonging to cultivators, shall be kept in herds witk 
those of the proprietor ; and the keepers shall be paid their salary, half 
by the proprietor, and half by the cultivators. 

101. It is forbidden to mutilate, maim, or kill beasts of burden, or 
horned cattle, found in the cultivated land, or gardens, having leaped 
over or forced the fences. 

103. It is likewise forbidden to wound or kill sheep found in culti- 
vated gardens, or enclosures. 

103. Pigs and goats, foiind in cultivated gardens and enclosures, may 
be killed. 

104. The animals enumerated in Articles 101 and 102, which may be 
found in cultivated gardens, shall be conducted, within twenty-four 
hours after their seizure, before a Justice of Peace, to be sent to the 
pound of the Commune, if within that time the owner do not withdraw 
them from the pen of the plantation in the gardens of which they may 
be found. 

105. The officer of the Rural Polici 
after a declaration by the parties inte 
written statement of the damage done by the animals, and send it lo 
the Justice of Peace, unless the due compensation is voluntarily made 
to the owner of the damaged garden. 

r06. The officer of Rural Police shall take care to send the written 
statement to the Justice of Peace, in due form as above, that the said 
Justice may decide according to law. 
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107. The keepers who ihall have sufiered tlie animals meotioned in 

Article 27, to escape, wheo committed to their charge, shalt be bound 
to pay the expences atleDding their capture, according to the tarif esta- 
bUshed by law. 

lOS. Proprietors, renters, or managera of plantations, are expressly 
forbidden to make use in any nianacr for themselves of the cattle, taken 
in their gardens, during the time they shall remain in their pens before 
being sent to the pound ; any violation of this article shall be punished 
by a tine of tive to fifteen dollars. 

109. The seizure of the animals mentioned in Articles 101 and 103, 
in gardens, when they are conducted to the' pound of the Commune, shall 
be paid for as follows: — For each of the horse kind, one dollar; foi; each 
ass, seventy-iive cents : for each honied animal, one dollar and a half; 
and for each ram or sheep, twenty-five cents : one half to belong to the 
seizor, and one half to the rural guards. 

110. When the animals seized in gardens shall be withdrawn from 
the pen of the plantation, before being sent to the poiiod, there shall then 
be paid, aud only to the persons who have taken them, half the penalty 
dxcd by the last Article. 

111. When an animal seized in a garden, and sent to the pen of the 
plantation, happens lo die by accident, or otherwise, during the short 
time it remains there, or while passing to the residence of the Justice of 
Peace of the Commune, the officer of the Police shall he bound, by wit- 
nesses, to ascertain the cause of the death of the animal. 

1 12. When the death of the animal shall have been caused by negli- 
gence, want of food, or violence, the proprietor, renter, or manager of 
the plantation shall pay its value, as estimated by arbitrators named 
by the Justice of the Peace of the Commune. The sum thus paid, shall 
besentto the public administrator of the districl, to be paid to the owner, 
should he appear, or, failing this, into the treasury. In all cases, the 
damage done by the animal shall be paid for out of these proceeds. 

1 1.3. When animals seized in gardens, by virtue of Article 104, shall 
be taken to the Justice of Peace of the Commune, to be sent to the 
pound, if the owner consents to pay the damage done, and the expenses 
of seizure, before they enter the pound, the Justice of Peace shall 
acquiesce. 

114. Persons conducting herds of cattle from one Commune to an- 
other, whether to market, or for agriculture, shall be bound to provide 
themselves with a permit, stating the kind and number of the animals 
they are conducting, their description and marks. 

1 1 5. The permits shall be delivered either by the Commandants of Com- 
munes ; or given by the owners and examined and signed by the Com- 
mandants ; or upon certificates furnished by the officer of the Rural 
Police of the Sections from whence the animals come. These permits 
shall be registered by those who delivered them, and seen and signed 
by the Commandants of all the Communes through which the herds may 

116. The conductors of herds, when met by the Rural Police or the 
gend'armerie, shall be bound, on demand, to shew their permits; aud 
where the number of animals, or their discripU0Pk?.V>nl| 09t Qgnoe W)Ut 
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the statement in the perniil, llicy may, sliould an; canse of tuspicion 
appear, be arrested, and oondiicted to the nearest post, with Ihe ani- 
msils, in order to be brought before the Justice of Pence of the Commune. 

1 17. If the parties brought before the Justice of Peace, cannot prove 
tlieir ri|;ht of property in the animals for vhicli there is no permit, and 
if they cannot ^ve good secuiily for their bringing back the proof of 
property within a time to be allowed them, not exceeding tiftceu days, 
they shall be sent lo prison, and the animals to the pound. 

lie. Within a month from the dfiy of the arrest, the Justice of Peace 
shall be bound to write to the Justice of the Commune from which the 
person imprisoned may have come, or to the officer of the Rural Police 
of the Section, (if in the same Commune,) to obLain information both 
about the person, and the animals stopped : which inrornialion, cm 
being received, shall be forwarded to the public administration, with 
the written statement of the Justice of Peace, to be used as ihe ground 
of chnrg-e against the suspected person, should canse appear for prose- 
cuting him. 

LAW, No. VI. 

CONCERNING THE RURAL POLICE. 

TiTLK First. 

General Regulations. 

119. The Rural Police embraces all which belongs lo the manag;e- 
ment and to the prosperity of rural property. 

120. The Rural Police is conducted, under the superinlendancc of 
the Commandants of Departments, and of the Commandants of Com- 
manes, by officers of Rural Police placed in the Sections of each Cnm- 
mune ; by the rural guards, by the gend'armerie, and, at need, by 
detachments of troops of the line. 

121. The Justices of Peace exercise also the rural police in ihe cases 
pointed out by law. 

122. The CouneJla of Notables of the Communes, and the Councils of 
Agriculture ate to assist, at need, all the authorities in perfectly maintain- 
ing the superintendance of the AgiicuUural Police 

TiTJ.F, Second. 

Of the Superintendance. 

CnAPTER I, — Of the high superiniendayice of the Commandants of 

Departments. 

123. The military Commandant of the Department having the general 
superintendance of the agriculture of the Department entrusted to him, 
unites the authority necessary for giving activity to agricuhure, and is 
responsible, 1st. for the decay of cultivation within the extent of his 
command ; 2d. for the execution of tlie whole or part of the Rural Code 
within the extent of his Department; 3d. for the negligence of the 
Commandants of Communes under his orders, relative to the superin- 
tendance of agriculture in the communes confided to them, provided 
he shall not have checked that negligence. 

124. The Commandant of the Department is bound to make, once in 
*vcry year, a circuit through all the rural Sections of the diflfereiit Com- 
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tnunee compoEing the Departmeul, in order to satisfy liimsdf personaliy 
or ihe execution of tlie laws, of the progress and slate of industry, and 
to make a detailed report upon the subject to the President of Hayti. 

I'25. This annual report, wliich must be made by the Commandaiiis 
of Deparliuenls to the President, shall state the number of plantalions 
kept up in every Section, their kind of cultivation, their improvement or 
their ,decay, together with the condition of the roads and ways, both 
public and private. 

I Chapter II. 

Of the supermiendance of the Commandants of Places and Communes. 

126. The commandant of the Place or the Commune has the cul- 
tivation of the Commune entrusted to him. If he has under his orders 
cantons or parishes which form military posts, the Commandants of these 
posts have the particular oversight of the cultivation of the district sub- 
ject to their command. 

127. The Commandant of the Commune is responsible for the de- 
crease of cultivation within the sphere of his command, if it proceeds 
from the neglect of any branch of the public service. 

128. The Commandants of Places and Communes are bound to make, 
three times in the year, the circuit of the different Sections under iheir 
command. 

129. The Commandant of the Commune, in his circuits, shall visit the 
gardens of produce and provisions, the fences, and the new plantations. 
He shall enter into all the details pointed out by the Rural Code, ascer- 
taining whelher the officer of the Rural Police of the Section has fulfilled 
all the duties imposed upon him by the law. He shall repress whatever 
acts of negligence and irregularity he shall observe ; and of the whole 
tin account shall be drawn up in the prescribed form for each Section ; 
a duplicate of which shall be sent to the Commandant of ihc Department. 

CHAPTEa HI. 

fOf the rural seclioTis, of the officers of the Rural Police, of the rural 

guards, and of the managers and conductors of plantations. 

Sect. I.— 0/ the Jiural Sections. 

130. The Communes shall, by an express regulation of the President 
«r Hayti for each military Department, be divided into agricultural Sec- 
tions, of about four leagues each in the plains, and in the mountains 
according to the nature of ihe ground. 

131. Each Section shall have its proper name; and its limits and 
'boundaries shall be fixed - 

1 32. After the Sections are formed, the Commandant of the Commune, 
the Council of Notables, and one of the private surveyors, shall prepare 
in triplicate, upon sheets endorsed by the Justice of Peace, schedules of 
all the rural properties situated in each Section, with the names and 
designation of the proprietors, the extent of each property, and the kind 
of tillage carried on there. One of these schedules shall be deposited 
in the office of the Commandant of the Commune, one with the Council 
of Notables, and the otlier in the hands of tlie officer of the Rural Police 
of the Section. 

1 33. The Council of Notables shall furnish to the Justice of Peace Of 
ihe Commune a collated copy of the schedule deposited with iheni- 
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Tho Cammandant of the Commune shall I'urnish to tlie Commandant of 
the Department a copy of the same schedule deposited in his office. 
The Commandant of the Department, after having collected the schedules 
of the plantations of all the Sections of the Communes fornaing his De- 
partment, shall draw up a catalogue of the whole, a certiiied copy of 
which he shall address to the President of Hayti. 

134. The officer of the Rural Police shall give notice to the Com- 
mandant of the Commune, of every change of property of a niral 
estate situated in the Section, and of every change of Cultivation, who 
shall note it in the roll deposited in his oflice, and shall give notice of 
it to the Commandant of the Department, who shall likewise inscribe 
die change on the roll in his hands, and inform the Government of iL 

135. The Council cf Agriculture of the Section, shall give the same 
notice to the Council of Notables of the Commune ; and the' Council of 
Notahies, after having noted it, shall inform the Justice of Peace, who 
shall cause the change to be inscribed on tlie copy of the roll in his 
office. 

136. Every year, between the Hrst and lifteentb of February, the 
officers of the Rural Police of each Seclioti, shall receive from tlie agents 
for the financial department of their Commune, a certain number of 
stamped lists of population in blank; which they shall be bound to 
furnish to the proprietor, renter, or manager of each plantation of tho 
Ejection, before the end of the month ; receiving the price of the stamp, 
which shall be paid over to the agent. This assessment shall be made 
as follows : — The stamped list of population for an estate containing ten 
carreaux of land, shall be twelve and a half cents; for those having 
eleven to twenty carreaux, twenty-five cents ; foe twenty-one carreaux, 
and upwards, fifty cents. 

137. The proprietors, renters, oi managers of plantations, shall be 
bound to return the population list, filled up in the manner there pointed 
out, to theofficer of the Rural Police, at the latest on the 20th of March 
following, under penalty of a fine of fifteen to fifty dollars for each 
neglect. 

138. The officer of the Rural Police of each section shall be bound, 
on the 5th of April at the latest, to send in all the population lists of his 
Section, or to note the names of the defaulters, to the Council of Nota- 
bles of each Commune, under penalty of suffering himself the fine im- 
posed by the preceding Article. 

139. On the first of May every year, the Councils of Notables of every 
Commune shall address to the Government the original population lists 
which they have received, in virtue of the preceding Article. 

Sect. II. — 0/ the offlcen of Rural Police, and of the rural guards. 

140. In every rural Section, a military officer of subaltern rank {from 
sub-lieutenant to captain) chosen by the President of Hayti, shall be 
stationed, who shall be charged with the superinlendance of the Section, 
and its police. 

. 141. The officers of the Rural Police of the different Sections, shall 
be independent of each other, and shall have no relation except 
willi the Commandants of the Commune and of the Department 
under whose orders they arc placed : they shall correspond moreover 
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wilh ihe" civil aulhorities, and shall pay deference to their reijuiBitions. 

142. The dwelling of tlie officer of the Rural Police shall be fixed in 
the centre of his Section, and near the public road which traverses it, 

143. The officer of the Rural Police is specially charged lo cause 
agriculture to prosper in the Section confided to him, and to cause the 
law and property to be there respected. He is responsible, in the ex- 
tent of his Section, 1. for the due execution of the Rural Code in what 
is within his province, as wet! as of all other acts of the Government 
relative to agriculture, or the Rural Police. 2. For every neglect in 
the supcrin ten dance and manual labour of the plantations of the Sec- 
tiou. 3- For all vagrancies, disorders, and breaches of police iu the 
Section, when he has not repressed them, or reported them lo the supe- 
rior authority. He shall take an oath before the Commandant of the 
District, previous to entering on the. duties of his office. 

144. The officer of the Rural Police shall have under his orders, at 
m fixed station, three rural guards, one of whom shall be of the rank of 
quarter-master, and perform the functions of secretary; one of the 
rank of brigadier; and the other a simple dragoou. These rural 
guards shall be sworn ; the oath shall be taken before the Commandant 
of the Department 

145. The officer of the Rural Police shall be bound to make the cir- 
cuit of his Section, and visit each plantation in it once a week. 

146. The officer of the Rural Police shall be ready to attend to the 
calls of the proprietors, renters, or managers of plantations, by day and 
by night, or to send rural guards there to enfatce the law, and to maLn- 
tain order. 

147. One of the rural guards shall repeal every week, on each 
plantation of the Section, the visit of the ofKcer of the Rural Police, 
so that the planialions shall be visited at the least twice every week. 

148. When the officer of the Rural Police, or the rural guards, in 
their ordinary rounds, shall arrive upon a plantation, they shall address 
themselves first to the proprietor, if present, or, in his absence, to the 
chief renter, or to the manager, and shall inquire if every thing is in 
order: after this formality, they shall sot themselves to inspect tlie 
labours, to satisfy themselves that these proceed pioperly ; they sliall 
also see whether all the labourers are at work; and they shall inquire 
the Causes of the absence of such as are not at work, and shall act 
according to law. 

149. When an officer of the Rural Police of the Section, is prevented 
by any lawful cause from making the circuit and visit required by 
articles 145 and 14(), he shall be bound lo give notice thereof to ihe 
Commandant of llie Commune, who shall replace him by an ollicer o 
gcnd'armerie, or of the troops of the line quartered in the Commune, 
while the impt^diment lasts. 

150. The officer of the Rural Police, who, without lawful hiudrunce, 
shall neglect to make the rounds and visits required by the arlicli's 
145 and 14f), shall suffer a punishment, lo be inflicted by the Com- 
mandant of the Commune; and in ca^e of his repeating the neglect, 
he shall be reported lo the Commandant of the Department, who shall . 
be bound lo bring liini to the notice of Ihe President nf llayti. 

J61. Every Sunday morning, the officer of the Rural Police tliall 
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be bound Lo present himself in peVEon, or send one of liis rural guards, 
with a written report, to the commandant of the Commune, to inform 
I)im of whatever remarkable may have occurred in his sccliaa. 

152. The officer of the Rural Police, and the rural guards, shall 
receive their pay and allowances, according to their ranks, whenever 
the troops of the line in active service shall be paid. 

153. The State shall supply to ihe rural guards arms, accoutrements, 
and clothing, as to the troops of the line. 

154. The uniform of officers of the Rural Police, shall be a green 
coat, with flaps turned back, collar, cuffs, and facings red, white lining, 
white buttons half arched, with a cornucopia surrounded liy the cap 
of liberty, 'and for a legend, " Republique d'Hayti" and a cocked hat. 
They shall also bear in silver the epaulettes and fringes of their ranks, 
wear white waistcoats and pantaloons, and horsemen's boots. That 
of the rural guards shall be a jacket of the same colour and make as 
the officers of the Rural Police, with the marks of their rank in lace of 
silver or white worsted, and plated helmets. The arms shall be the 
dragoon sabre, cartonche-box, and blunderbuss : they shall wear a red 
shoulder belt from riglit to left, with "force de la loi," written upon 
it in blue letters. 

Sect, 3. — Of Managers and Conductors of Plantations- 

155. Upon every plantation where the proprietor is not resident, and 
where there is no chief renter resident, there shall be a manager ap- 
pointed by the proprietor or chief renter. 

1 66. The proprietor or chief renter, after having chosen such manager 
as he pleases, shall enter into a mutual contract with him, before 
a notary, the terms being such as the parties may agree upon ; after 
which the manager shall be made known to the officer of the Rural 
Police of the section. 

157. Every proprietor, or chief renter, of a rural property in culti- 
vation, not residing upon it, and who shall not have appointed a man* 
ager for the property, shall be subject, if the number of cultivators 
exceeds ten, to a doe of ten to tifty dollars, according to the extent 
of the property. When the number of labourers does not exceed ten, 
the mauagement may be entrusted to a conductor. 

158. The duties of the manager are to superintend, in the interest 
of the proprietor who employs him, the labours of the plantation en- 
trusted to him. 

169. The managers of plantations are answerable to the proprietors, 
or chief renters, for every neglect or abandonment of labour where they 
are employed. They shall in such case be prosecuted by the parties 
entitled. 

160. The manager shall have the respect of all the labourers of the 
estate where he is employed. 

161. Upon an estate where the fields or gardens are divided among 
associations working for half, or among sub-tenants, each headman of 
such. association, and each sub-tenant, becomes the conductor of his 
own working party, or of his association, He is answerable for the 
labour of his associates. 

162. Tlie duties of the conductors are, to cause the work to b« done 
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by the labouiing parlies eatrusted to ttiem, under tlie direction of the 
proprietor, chief renter, or manager. 

163. Tbe conductora shall be answerable for all neglect of work; 
for all absence, without lawful authority, of the laboureis ; and for 
all disorders and vagrancies of the labourers; when they shall not 
have reported the same lo the competent aulhoritiea. 

164. The conductors shall be paid from the proceeds of the produce 
raised by tbe labourers they direct, according to article 57, of Law, 
No. 3. 

ClIArTEH. IV. 

Of the Council of AyricaUure in the Rural Sections. 

165. On the first of May. in every year, being tbe day of the Festival 
of Agriculture, the Commandant of each Commune, tbe Justice of 
Peace, and the Council of Notables, shall conjointly select from each 
rural SecLion, three of the most respectable citizens, being proprietors, 
chief renters, or managers, to form the Council of Agriculture of the 
Section. 

166. The selection of the members of the Councilor AgricuUure 
shall be immediately communicated, by the Commandant of the Com- 
mune, to the Commandant of the Department, who shall communicate 
it lo the Government. 

167. The members of the Councils of Agriculture shall be in office 
for one year only ; but they may be re-elected each year, if they have 
shewn zeal in tbe execution of their duties during the former year. 

163. The Councils of Agriculture being composed of persons culti- 
vating the soil, Bud interested in the preservation of good order in the 
rural administration, each of the members is bound, without essentially 
deranging his own aSairs, to inquire into all that passes in his Section, 
in order to report to the Council of Notables. 

, 169. The business of the Councils of Agriculture is, 1. To see that 
the laws relating to cultivation, are not infringed in their execution, 
2. To endeavour, by new experiments, and by maintaining concord 
among all those interested in cultivation, to increase progressively its 
results; 3, To communicate to the Council of Notables, and to the 
military authorities, every abuse or neglect which may occur in the 
Section which they inhabit. 

170. The members of the Council of Agriculture are to correspond, 
individually or collectively, with the functionaries or authorities with 
whom they are required to have relations. 

171. The office of a member of the Council of Agriculture is 

Third Title. 
Of the Rural Police. 

172. The Rural Police is lo be specially administered by the officers 
■"" ' ■■' "■" ral Sections of the Communes, assisted by rural 

173. The Rural Police has for its objects, 1. To repress vagrancy. 
. Order and assiduity in the labours of the field. 3. 7'he discipline 

\ of the labouring population. A. The making and repairing public and 
ivaie roads. 
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Of tite Repression of Vagrancy. 

174. All persons who shnll not be propiit^lors, or renters of tlie land 
on which they are {i\ed, or who shall not have contracted with some 
proprietor or chief renter, shall be reputed vagrants, and shall be ar- 
rested by the niral police of the Section in which they may be foiint^ 
and carried before the Justice of Peace oF the Conimitne. 

175. The Justice of Peaec, after interrogating and hearing; the per- 
son brought before him, shall make known the law which obliges him 
to employ himself in agrJculiural labour; and after that notice, he shall 
detain him in prison, until he shall have contracted according to the 
terms of the law. 

176- The Justice of Peace shall take care the person arrested sitall 
make bis own choice of the proprietor, or diief renter, or snb-lcnanl, 
or headman of an association, with whom he may contract. 

177. If after eight days detention, the detained has not taken mea- 
sures for engaging in agricultural employment, he shall be sent to the 
public works, for cleaning the city or town where the prison is situuted, 
and there he shall be employed until he determines to contract to en- 
gage in rural labour. Any person who withdrawn any of these detained 
persons from the public works, to employ tliem in private work, shall 
be Hubject to a fine of lifty dollars, of which a moiety shall he paid to 
the detained person complaining. 

178. If the person arrested be a minor, the Justice of Peace shall 
inquire for his parents, and send him to join them, to follow their con- 
dition of life. 

179. After three months from the publication of this Code, ligor 
shall be employed against delinquents. 

180. Every person fixed in the country as a cultivator, who shall on 
a working day, and during the honra of labour, be found unem- 
ployed, or running about, or lounging on the public roads, shall be 
considered as idle, and shall in consequence be arrested, and taken 
before the Justice of Peace, who shall send him to prison for twenty- 
four hours, for the first offence: and shall send hiin to public labour m 
the town on a repetition of it. 

181. The officers of the Rural Police, shall take care that vagrants 
and idlers do not conceal themselves under the garb of the soldiers of 
the different corps. When they discover, in the Sections under iheii* 
superin tendance, men whom they do not personally know to be in 
active service in the corps whose uniform they wear, they shall arrest 
them, and send them to the military commandant of the Commune, to 
ascertain if the individual arrested with the uniform of a corps really 
belongs to it. If the party prove not to be a soldier, he shall be put 
in prison, accx>rding to article 175, until he enter into a contract to 
labour in agriculture. 

182. The officers of the Rural Police, shall take care that in the 
respective Sections under their command, no person shall live in idle- 
ness. To this end, they have authority to oblige such persons as are 
employed in labour, to give account of the nature of their occupations; 
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nn(] if tliey cannot prove that they cultivate the soil, or ore employed 
oil breediiig; farms, according to the Law, No. IV., they shall be consi- * 
tiered as without a living, and shall be arrested as vagrants. 

Chapter II. 

Of order and assiduily in rural labour. 

1S3. The labours of the lield shall cohimcnce on Monday morning, 

not to cease until Friday evening, (legal holidays excepted). But in 

extraordinary cases, when the interest of the cultivators as well as of 

the proprietors requires it^ work shall be continued until Saturday. 

184. On working-days, the ordinary labour of the field shall com- 
mence at day-dawn and continue until mid-day, with the interval of 
half an hour for breakfast, which shall be taken on the spot where 
they are at work. In the afternoon, the labour shall commence at two 
o'clock, to continue until sun-set. 

185. Pregnant females shall be employed on light work only ; and 
after the fourth month of pregnancy, they shall not be liable to work in 
the field. 

186. Four months after delivery, they shall be bound to resume 
labour; but they shall not be at work until one hour after sun-rise 
to quit it at eleven o'clock, and from two o'clock until one hour before 
sun-set. 

187. No cultivator fixed on a rural property, shall absent himself 
from the labour assigned him, without the perinission of the manager, 
in the absence of the proprietor or chief renter, who shall not give this 
permission unless the case be urgent. 

ClIAPTEa III. 

0/ Ike discipline of the labourers. 
° 188. The labourers upon rural properties shall be obedient to the 
conductors of the works, to the headmen of associations, to the 
sub-tenants, chief renters, proprietors, and managers, whenever they 
are called upon to execute the labours for which they have contracted. 

1 89. Every act of disobedience or insult, on the part of a workman. 
commanded to do any work which he has engaged to do by a reci- 
procal contract or agreement, shall be punished by imprisonment, 
according to the exigency of the case, and according to the decision of 
the Justice of Peace of the Commune. 

190. Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays, being at the disposal of 
the cultivators, they shall not be permitted, on working days, to quit 
their work, to indulge in dancing or feasting, neither by night nor 
by day. Offenders against this rule, shall be subject to lliree days 
impisonment for the first offence, and to six days for a repetition of it. 

Ciiapt:;r IV. 
On the making and repairing the public roads. 

191. The public roads shall be kept up and repaired by the la- 
bourers, in turn, of the whole Section they pass through, whenever 
their state of injury may require repair. The private roads shall in 
liki! manner be kept in order by ihe cultivators of the estates of the 
Section who are in the habit of using them. 
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192. Whenever a public or private road needs repair, the officer of 
the Rural Police shall give notice of it to the Commandant of the 
Commune. 

193. If the repairs are of small importance, the Commandant of the 
Commune shall order them to be done. But if they require many 
hands, he shall give notice of it to the Commandant of the Department 
that it may be promptly accelerated. The Council of Agriculture 
of the Section shall inform the Council of Notables of the work which 
is to be done. 

194. The number of labourers necessary for any particular repair, 
shall be taken from the plantation rolls mentioned in article 132, in 
proportion to the labouring population of each, which is bound to assist 
in the work. 

195. Those proprietors who have not four labourers attached to 
their estate, shall in no ca^e furnish more than one labourer for the, 
repairs of roads. 

196. Every cultivator ordered to work in repairing the roads, who 
shall not come to that work, shall pay a fine of six quarter dollars 
a week, or be imprisoned for one week, and this shall not exempt him 
from working the week following. 

197. Every proprietor, or chief renter of a plantation, who, having 
received a demand for labourers, shall not furnish them, shall be Uabl€) 
to a fine of three dollars for each labourer not furnished ; half the fine 
to be paid to the chest of fines, and half to be employed in replacing 
the labourers. 

198. Labourers called out to repair the roads, shall bring the tools 
and agricultural instruments used on the plantation, otherwise the 
officer of the Rural Police shall furnish them with tools with which he 
is to be supplied by the administration, and upon the report of it being 
made to the Justice of Peace of the Commune, he shall sentence the 
proprietor of the plantation to which the defaulters may belong, or his, 
representative, to reimburse to the administration double the value of 
the tools furnished. 

199. When means of transport are wanted for the repair of public 
or private roads, the estates having wains or cart$ shall send them '^ 
in default of wains or carts, cattle shall be supplied. 

200. The supply of eight beasts of burden, shall be equal to the 
supply of one cart with its team. - 

201. No person shall, for his private interests, take, from the repair 
of the roads, those who are sent to work upon them. Every one con-? 
travening this order shall pay fifty dollars for each labourer so with- 
drawn, even for one day. The director of the work shall call over the 
labourers every morning, 16 ascertain their presence. 

202. The labourers ordered on. the public roads, shall present them- 
selves on Monday morning, not to quit .while the work shall last, until 
Friday evening. 

Passed in the Chamber of Commons, at Port-au-Prince, on the 
21st of Aprily 1826, 23d year of Independence. 

MuzAiNE, President of the Chamber. 
Pre. JuNCA, and Aroouin, SedretAries. 
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The Senate decrees llie acceptance of the Rural Code of Hayti, 

whicli ahall be sent, wtlhin tweDty-four hours, to the President of Hayti, 

lo have hh execution, in the manner fixed by the Constitution. At 

■ the National House at Port-au-Prince, tbia 4th of May 1826, 23d year 

of Independence. 



In the Name of the Republic : 

The President of Hayti orders, that the above Laws, constituting 
the Rural Code of Hayti, lie sealed with the Seal of the Republic, and 
be published and executed. 

Given at the National Palace of Port-au-Prince, this 6th of May, 
1826, 23d year of Independence. 

BOYEH. 

By the President, B. Inginac, Secretary -General. 
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Such ,is the Rural Code of Hayti. We sliall be excused for exa- 
mining; its provisions at some length, in order that the dishonourable 
pains which have been taken to pervert its meaning may be frustrated, 
and its real nature and bearing fully understood. 

The West Indian party, not content with afflrraing that this law in- 
volves, to a oertain degree and in certain cases, the principle of com- 
pelling agricultural labour, (a principle which, as we shall see, the laws 
of England itself do also involve,) bave endeavoured to show that its 
principle is identically the same with that of the slave codes of our 
own Colonies, and especially with the code of Jamaica. To prove this 
favourite point, they set out with imposing on the public a forged 
and mangled document, as a proclamation of the Haytian Govern- 
ment; and instead of giving us the code itself, they gave us, in the 
first instance, their own comment upon it, which was lo this effect, 
that the driving aystem was in full operation in Hayti ; — and when, by 
the arrival of the document itself in this country, the Irulh of the case 
could no longer be concealed, it became necessary to endeavour to 
make their manner of translating it, into English, afford some colour 
to such a representation, Within the whole range of this code, how- 
ever, they have been able lo find only a single expression which 
could be bent to serve this dishonest purpose. The word " con- 
ducteuT," they have been compelled to translnte by the word " driver," 
that is to say, by a word which, to an English ear, represents a man 
wielding the cart-whip, and impelling the labour of his fellows by its 
infliction. And on this gross and wilful pervei'sion is the whole of 
their hypothesis on the subject of driving founded. Compulsory 
labour by the cart-whip, we all know, is the main and leading and 
essential feature of our slave system ; with which indeed ihe express 
declarations of Trinidad and other Colonies, and the recent conduct 
of the Jamaica Assembly prove it to be essentially interwoven, nay, 
"absolutely identified, in the minds of our Colonisls generally. Now all 
idea of such compulsion is so completely and entirely excluded by the 
Haytian law, that even the far-fetched construction of a parlicuh 



I 



I 



354 REMARKS ON THE RURAL CODE OF HAYTI. 

phrase, couW it be established, would not vsry the undoubted cer- 
tainty of thai excluision. But die phrase ilsell will not bear the 
forced construction put upon it. The well known and UDiversal 
term for driver, in all llie Fcencii slave colonies, and in the works of 
all French writers on the Bubjeci, is not " condacteur" h\it" com- 
mandeur." We speak with perfect confidence on this point. The 
most common application of the term conducteur, in France, is to the 
man who accompanies the Diligences in that country, with functions 
corresponding- to the guards of our mail coaches ; and it is also em- 
ployed to signifif a foreman, Eucb as is to be found in every larg« 
printing office, or workshop, and in every large collection of labourers 
in this country. That the word conducteur is sometimes applied to 
persons in charge of cattle is true, and tben it corresponds lo the well 
known term in this country of drover, the person employed to guide 
and conduct them on their way. 

But supposing the point to be yielded, and that conducteur may be 
rendered by the word driver ; yet we find him here, unhappily for our 
West Indian commentators, divested of the essential attributes of a 
Jamaica or a Barbadoes driver. He wants ibe driving instrument. 
He is without his cart-whip. That execrable engine of exaction and 
oppression has no place in the Haytian code. And let it not be sup- 
posed that this is a trivial or unimportant point of difference. It is 
most vital. What, for example, has been one of the main causes 
why negro life has been wasting, and still is wasting, ^vith a fearful 
rapidity, in our slave colonies ? It has been the presence of Ihe cart- 
whip, in the hands of the driver, to which, even the Assembly of 
Jamaica still cling with a fond tenacity, refusing not only to abolish 
its USB as Ike stimulus to labour, but as the instrument of inflicting 
torture on the delicate limbs even of the female slave. — And what has 
been liie cause that in the last twenty-two years, while the British 
slave population has been wasting away, the negro population of Hayti 
has more than doubled its numbers ? It has been the absence of that 
torturing impulse. We want nothing but this one fact to satisfy us, to 
satisfy any man of common reflection, any man who is not blindly 
wedded to the West Indian system with all its murderous tendencies, 
or who does not feel that bis own character is involved in discovering 
some plausible apology for defending it;— we want nothing but this 
to satisfy us of the wide, the infinite, distance there is between that 
system and the system prevailing in Hayti. Let ten times more fraud 
and imposture be practised, let fresh proclamations be forged, let fresh 
mistranslations be invented, and fresh misrepresentations multiplied ; — 
all will weigh as nothing, in the face of the impregnable fact, that 
the population of Hayti is most rapidly increasing, while that of our 
slave and sugar colonies continues, from year to year, and from day to 
day, lo moulder away. This is enough to satisfy the statesman and 
the philanthropist, without any aid from the new lights of Major 
Moody's philosophy of labour, so happily and effectually extinguished 
in the last number of the Edinburgh Review. 

And here let it not be supposed that all this is mere idle declama- 
...m, the hundredth repetition, even to nausea, of some stale, obsolete, 
and antiquated appendage of colonial slavery, which, a new era having 
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begun ile course, we must blot ftom our memoriea; coutemplatiug not 
what slavery was, but only what it has become under the milil and be- 
nignant reforms which the temperate and judicious philanthropy of the 
West- Indian legislatures has introduced. — Be it so. We will even lake the 
very latest example of colonial reform and mitigation. It is now before 
us in the shape of an act of the legislature of Jamaica, passed oaly 
four moDtbs ago, and bearing date the 22d of December, 1826. Of 
this act the 37th clause runs thus. "And in ouder to ittSTaMN 
-AUBiTRARY PUNISHMENTS, be it fur tiler enacted, that no slave, on 
any plantatioo or settlement, or in any of tlie workhouses or gaols in 
this island, shall receive any more than ten lashes at one time 
and for one offence, unless the owner, attorney, guardian, executor, 
administrator, or overseer, of such plantation oc settlement, having 
such slave in his care, or keeper of such "workhouse, or keeper of such 
gaol shall be present ; and that no such owner, attorney, guardian, 
csecutor, administrator, or overseer, workhouse-keeper, or gaol- 
keeper, shall, on any account, punish a slave with mote than thiuty- 
NtNE LASHES at one time and for one offence, nor inflict, nor suifer to 
be inflicted, sucli Inst-mentioned punishment, nor any other number of 
lashes on the same day, nor until the delinquent has recovered from 
the effect of any former punishment, under a penalty not less than ten 
pounds, nor more than twenty pounds, for every offence," &c. 

Such is the law passed, by the enlightened legislature of Jamaica, in 
December, 1826, and which is applicable to every slave, man, woman, 
or child in that island. By that law the driter may inflict ten lashes ;- — 
and the owner and overseer, nay, the gaol-keeper and workhonse- 
keeper, the attorney, guardian, and administrator may, each and every 
one of ihera, inflict thirty-nine lashes, on the bare posteriors of any 
and every slave, man, woman, or child in the island, without a trial, 
without the order of a magistrate, for no defined offence, but merely 
because he (the owner, &c.) is offended ; nor can he, by any law, be 
called to answer for such conduct. Nay, the clause is framed for the 
express purpose of protecting him against all responsibiUty for so doing. 
Aud yet, in mockery, as it were, this clause is called a clause to re- 
•iritAiN ABBiTRAY FUNisiiMENTsl It Is a most siuguUr fact, that in 
the new rural code of Jamaica, by which this arbitrary and uncon- 
trolled power of the cart-whip is established, the word drivnr does not 
once appear : it is studiedly withdrawn from view. And yet the in- 
genuity which has so dexterously suppressed it in the rural code of 
Jamaica, can find it in that of Hayti. 

Let our readers turn for a moment to our Reporter, No. 2 1 , pp. 306, 
307, and there see the terms ia which Mr. Barrett, himself a planter 
and a member of the Jamaica legislature, speaks of the toituring in- 
strument, whose universal predominance i&lhus, in the year 1827, re- 
newed and established on every plantation, and over every ulave in 
Jamaica. — "It is," says he, ''abase, cruel, debasing instrument of 
torture. Every being whose heart is not callous pants for its abolition. 
Its fellows arc the rack and the thumb-screw. Thiity-nlne lashes of 
this horrid instrument may he made more grievous than five hundred 
lashes with a cat.'' — And this torture, these lacerations are inflicted, 
■, Barrel!, " at the phasiirK of nn individual, at his sok 
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commandy as caprice or passion dictates,*' sometimes by one slave " at 
his discretion on another slave," sometimes by the orders of "the 
book-keeper, or overseer, or proprietor of the lowest order." 

Only match this single enactment against all the severities of the 
Haytian code, **just and severe" as they are represented to be, and they 
all at once assume an aspect of lenity and indulgence. 

But to come to these "just" yet "severe" enactments, which have 
infused such joy into the minds of all the wielders and advocates of the 
cart-whip, and which they seem to flatter themselves are to establish 
its empire for evier ; the only comment we shall deem it necessary to 
make upon them, in the mass, will be taken from the " Commentaries 
on the Laws of England in Five Books, by Sir William Blackstone, 
one of the Justices of His Majesty's Court of Common Pleas, (the 
Eleventh Edition;)" who, in the same breath that he declares that 
'^ the law of England abhors and will not endure the existence of 
slavery within this nation," (Book I. p. 424,) yet adds, " The first sort 
of servants acknowledged by the law of England are menial servants ; 
so called from being intra meenia, or domestics. The contract between 
them and their masters arises upon the hiring. If the hiring be general, 
without any particular time limited, the law construes it to be hiring for 
a year, upon a principle of natural equity that the servant shall serve, 
and the master maintain him, throughout all the revolutions of the 
respective seasons, as well when there is work to be done as when there 
is not ; but the contract may be made for any larger or smaller term. 
All single men between twelve years old and sixty, and married ones 
under thirty years of age, and all single women between twelve and 
forty, not having any visible livelihood , are compelttihle, by two Jus- 
tices^ to go out to service in husbandry, or certain specific trades^ 
for the promotion of honest industry ; and no master can put away his 
servant, or servant leave his master, after being so retained, either 
before or at the end of his term, without a quarter's warning, unless 
upon reasonable cause, to be allowed by a Justice of the Peace ; but 
they may part by consent, or make a special bargain." Book I. p. 425. 

Again : " A third species of servants are labourers, who are only 
hired by the day or the week, and do not live intra mania, as part of 
the family ; concerning whom the statutes before cited, (5 Eiiz. c. 4. 
and 6 Geo. III. c. 26,) have made many very good regulations : 
1, Directing that all persons who have no visible effects may be com- 
pelled to work: 2, Defining how long Mey must continue at work 
in summer and in winter : 3, Punishing such as leave or desert their 
work : 4, Empowering the Justices at Sessions, or the Sheriff of the 
county to settle their wages : and, 5, Inflicting penalties on such a^ 
either give or exact more wages than are so settled" Book I. p. 427.* 

The parallelism between the " very good regulations " of Mr. Justice 
Blackstone, and the provisions of the Haytian Code, is certainly not a 
little remarkable. We are not bound, neither are we disposed, to be- 
stow any laudatory epithets either on the laws of Elizabeth or of George 
the Third, to which Sir William Blackstone has referred us ; or on the 
corresponding clauses of the Haytian Code. We merely maintain, and 
it is all that our purpose requires us to maintain, that, be the policy 
or the humanity of 'those clauses what it may, they are to the full 
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as good, nay, in some material respects better, tKan llie laws on wbicli 
tbe learned and liberal Judge has bestowed his commentlation, In the 
case of Hayti also, those parts of Major Moody's now demolished 
philosophy of labour which were founded on the offensive smell, the 
colour, the hair, and the features, and olliur peculiarities of the negro 
race, can have no application; because the fraraers and execulors of 
the law are of the same flesh, and blood, and colour, and smell, with the 
subjects of them, these being the common inheritance of all ranks. — 
Further, the lowest Haytian has juet the same prospect of seeing his 
descendant rise to distinction in his native island, as the meanest Briton 
has of seeing his children attain to eminence in the various walks of 
life, — in commerce and literature, in arts and arms, in the judicial, le- 
gislative and ecclesiastical departments of this great and civilieed 
empire. The chain, therefore, which, in our colonies, still binds the 
negro and tethers him to the earth ; in Hayti is broken. He stands 
there erect in all the dignity of man. He is emancipated from the 
fetters which, in our colonies, are wound around both his body and his 
soul. That corporeal degradation and intellectual debasement, which 
Major Moody concurs with experience in teaching- us to be inseparable 
from the condition of the white man's negro slave, are no longer, in 
Hayti, the necessary adjuncts of a negro skin, or even of a remote 
negro descent. Were the pro.visions of the Rural Code infinitely more 
objectionable than we admit a few of them to be, (he work of the 
actual emancipation, and of the future moral and intellectual elevation 
of the negro race, would not be the less sertaio in its progress and 
consummation ; nay, we are not sure that it may not be accelerated 
by the very circumstances which cKcite the virtuous indignation of the 
advocates of slavery. With all its defects, therefore, we must and 
will rejoice in the Haytian code, the result of Haytian intelligence, the 
proof of Haytian freedom, and the pledge of Haytian improvement. 
It is quite enough to satisfy the warmest wishes of the best friends of 
the African race, to have seen them arrive, in so shof I a space of time, 
even at that pitch of regulated freedom which this code exhibits; and 
if our sincerity oa that point be doubted by the West Indians, we would 
only ask them in reply. Will you lake us at our word? Will you adopt 
the Haytian code, in its principle, as yours ? Will you admit its "just 
and severe" regulations to lie transferred, in all their rigour, to your 
plantations ? Only assent to this, and our controversy with you is at 
an end for ever. 

It is made a great objection to the Haytian code that the adminis- 
tration of it is entrusted chiefly lo the military authorities. We euter- 
tain,' without doubt,— many of us at least, — no strong love for military 
authority, and we would gladly see it dispensed with both there and else- 
where. But, unquestionably, if the military anay of a people admits 
of defence at all, there could hardly arise a stronger justification of it, 
than when it was called for to avert the dominion of the cart-whip. 
The alternative with the Haytian has been, ■' War to the knife " or 
" the cart-whip." All therefore that there was among them of talent, 
of courage, of intelligence, of bodily or of mental endowment, became 
necessarily identified with the armed force. They have, it is true, 
achieved their independence, and are admitted into the commonweallh 
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of humanity; Lut the newness of tis acquisition; iho lurking Jealous^' 
they must feel of their ancient iind sortlid oppressors, who are still, 
in thought, guaging and spanniog the Haytian gtaturc and strength^ 
and the not uufounded distrust of tlie possible effects of the igoorance 
and the unruly habits which thirty- years of civil alarm and coutentioii, 
and of fierce exterminatory warfare, may have served to generate among 
miiay of their population; seem to ie<]uire ibat the military force should, 
for a time at least, be maintained. And if ita heavy expense must still, 
for the sake of their liberties, be incurred, is it not wise to turn it to 
account for the purposes not only of external defence but of internal 
security ? The cost of a new machinery for this last importaut object 
would add greatly to the public burdens. Having already organized 
the means of an efftctive magistracy and an effective police, trained by 
discipline to habits of regularity and prompt obedience, and restrained 
by the same discipline from the abuse of [jower, ihey have judicioHsly 
employed those means, mixing wjtli them, however, as opportunity 
offers, the appointment' of those civil magistrates, iuto whose handd the 
superin tendance of the police may graduallybe traiisferrcd,'as circum- 
stances may favour such a transfer. 

And then, be it remembered, the pdici 
labourers alone, hut equally over those who c 
alike subject to the rigid revision and inspection 
Guperintendants. And well would it be for our 
every parish of our colonies, and in each section of them, there v 
stationed an ofScer of His Majesty's troops, with proper assistants, 
to visit every plantation, twice or thrice a week, in order to secure 
effectual and prompt redress for all injustice; to hear and receive all coui- 

filainls; to adjust all diffcirences; to repress all disorders and irregu- 
aritics ; to suggest and promote improvements ; and to rejiort to his 
superior officers, and through them to the State, the whole of what 
was passing witi) in his circle. (See on this point the Articles 119 to 151.) 
This view of the subject has not been su^ested to us, for the first lime, 
by the Haytian Code. If the reader will turn lo the pamphlet called 
" The Progress of Colonial lleform," (p. 17,) or to our Monthly Re- 
porter, No. 1], (p. 143,) he will perceive that the deplorable account 
which Mr. Dwarris had given, iu his Reports, of the unprotected statu 
of the slave population, and of the difficulty which existed* to (ind, 
among the planters, persons who could safely be entrusted to fill the 
situation of their guardians or protectors, led us, more than a year ago, 
to enquire whether, " with our immense list of naval and military officers 
on half pay, it was impossible to apply any effectual remedy lo this 
evil ? And whether there was not to be found, in that list, u snfficient 
-number of highly respectable and meritorious individuals who, at a 
small expense, might be beneficially employed in tilling these im- 
portant offices, and whose remuneration might be made to depend 
on the regularity of their returns, and the propriety of tlieir conduct '( " 
Most heartily therefore should we rejoice, if such means of ])i-otection 
could be transferred, from the Haytian, to the West Indian Code. 

But let us say a few words od the actual state of the Ilaytiau 
labourer. 

-Every Hayliiin parent, though himself attached to agricullure, hat it 
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in his power to send his childreo to towns to be educateil, or to be 
taught a profeBsion, or trade, on his simple request to a Justice of tbo 
Peace. (See Atticle 5.) This single regiilation, of ilseif, seems alraoal 
sufficient (0 secure the moral and intellectual progress of this interest- 
ing people. 

It is true that all, who have no other visible means of subsiatence, 
must, in Hayti as in Eugland, devote themselves, whether they be men 
or women, to agricultural labour. But see what advantages the 
Haytian labourer enjova under this necessity. Even if reduced to it, 
by his having no other means of subsistence, he may choose his em- 
ployment and his employer. He may engage as a keeper of cattle, or 
as a cutter of wood, or as a grower of provisions, or of cotton, or of 
cotTee, or of sugar, or in any one of the various subsidiary offices 
connected with the culture and manipulation of these articles. Ho 
may engage for a shorter or longer time as suits his taste or his con- 
venience ; for six months in one line of occupation, for two years in 
another, or for three years in a tliird ; and tliese periods may, if he 
thinks proper, be still further extended even to nine years. (Articles 
45 and 106.) He may contract to receive a fourth part, or a half, of 
all the produce he raises ; and in the first of these cases, which is the 
most frequent, he is not only lodged, but fed, on the plantation, from 
the produce of his own labour, not during his own time, but during 
five days in ihe week which alone he has contracted to give to his 
employer. Observe the force of the regulation on this point. Art. 36. 
"On every rural establishment Iliey" (viz. the proprietors or renters) 
"shall be bound to cultivate ^roiiisions ^c, sufficient Jor the sttsUnance 
of the persons employed there." This to be their first care, (Article 19.) 
Tlie labourer for a fourth is also to be furnished, gratuitously, with all 
his tools, (Article 62.) and with medical attendance and medicine, 
(Article 67.) and has the benefit, without any diminution ofhisshareofthe 
produce, of all the cattle and machinery on the estate, and of the expense 
of its management, (Articles 51, 65, and 66.) And, possessing all these 
advantages, he receives, besides, his fair share of the fourth part of the 
p:ross produce raised by him and his fellow labourers, (Article 53.) 
But this is not all. The proprietor is also bound to furnish the 
labourer with land for his own use, to be cultivated by himself, and for 
himself, during his frequently recurring holidays, and his regular day in 
in the week of rest, beside Sunday, from plantation labour, (Art. 38,3'J.) 

On the five days of the week he works for his employer and himself 
in common: he has his full subsistence from the labour of these days, 
besides his share of all marketable produce grown on the plantation. 
And he has, moreover, land, and abundant lime in the week for its 
cultivation, whereby to increase his comforts or to add to his capital. 
Such also is the consideration which the law bestows on the formation 
and promotion of industrious habits, by their only effectual spring, a 
sense of self-interest, that even the infirm, and the children of early 
uge, while fed by the provisions of the plantation, are encouraged to ex- 
ertion, by shares of all the other produce of it, proportioned to the efforts, 
however feeble, which they are able to make. And evpn the women 
who have contracted to labour, for a term of ycarsj in return for 
their provisions and their share of the other produce, aie not de- 
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prived of the benefit of this contract, by the incapacities of a pregnant 
state, but, though relieved on that account^ for a time, from their share 
of the labour, are still allowed to share in the proceeds of that labour. 

One of the grand securities of Haytian happiness and freedom, how- 
ever, is to be found in the absence of all those invidious distinctions, 
arising from the colour of the skin as being the livery of slavery, 
which proves the curse of the African iaind his descendants in our slave 
colonies. In the Haytian Courts of Justice, the evidence . of no man 
or woman whatever is precluded. There all, of all ranks, stand on an 
equal footing ; and this circumstance, especially when superadded to 
the absence of the cartwhip ; and to the substitution, for its stimulus, 
of self-interest as the spring of action, and of industrious effort ; makes 
a difference in the two states of being so large, as scarcely to admit 
of calculation or comparison. 

THE WEST INDIAN REPORTER. 

This Work has chosen to give a representation of the New Jamaica 
Slave Act, against which we are obliged to warn our readers as unfair 
and fallacious. In our Reporter, No. 21, we also gave an account of 
it ; but tjie error of that account is, that we attributed to the Jamaica 
Assembly more credit for improvement than the Act, now that we have 
it before us, justifies. — But of this more hereafter. 

The West Indian Reporter chooses also to be mightily indignant be- 
cause we have dared to represent Colonial slavery as a crime, and to 
affirm that, as a crime, it is Jiable to the divine displeasure. Notwith- 
standing, however, all his hard phrases, we must still maintain that 
Colonial slavery is a crime of a very deep dye — that it involves injus- 
tice, cruelty, oppression, unbounded profligacy of manners, robbery, 
murder, — all which various properties of this unnatural, and unchristian 
state of being, we must also take the liberty of designating as crimes — 
as crimes, which if not repented of and forsaken, inust, if there be truth 
in the word of God, ensure, to those who live in the practice of them, 
punishment, either here or hereafter. 

PETITIONS AGAINST COLONIAL MONOPOLY. 

We inserted, in our last Number, the substance of the very able pe- 
tition of the merchants and manufacturers of Manchester, against the 
continuance of the present restrictions on our trade. The Chambers 
of Commerce of Manchester and Birmingham, and the merchanta and 
manufacturers of Leeds and other places, have followed the example, 
and have called earnestly on parliament to apply a remedy to the wide 
spread distress, in the manufacturing districts, by adopting those 
measures which ** the considerations of justice and of consistent 
policy suggest, for equalizing the duties on the productions of our 
East and West Indian possessions; and for thus indefinitely extend- 
ing the range of our commercial and manufacturing industry, skill, 
and capital.'* ' 

Mr. Whitmore is to bring forward the whole subject on the 3rd of 

May. 

^_ _ . — — — ■ • ' ■ — / — 

London : Bagtter and Thomt, 14, Bartholomtm Cl—e* 
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I biSCUSSIONS IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS ON THE 15TH OF 
Ff MAY, 18!7, HESPECTING THE RESTRICTIONS ON THE TRADE 
WITH INDIA.; — REMARKS ON THE SAME;— CASE OF MISS 
THRELFALL'S SLAVES. 

A vjiRiETY of Petitions from Leeds, Halifax, Manchester, Birmingham, 
Blackburn, Hull, &c, &c. for the Equalization of the Duties on commo- 
dities imported from the East and West Indies having been presented, 
Mr. W. Whitmore rose, pursuant to notice, to move for the ap- 
pointment of a Select Committee, to consider the stale of tlie Irade 
between this country and India. When the House considered the 
distress nhich was on all hands ackuowledged to exist among' the 
manufacturing population ; the decline of ihe revenue, which, since 
last year, was not less than four or 6ve milli:C)ns ; and the decline of 
our export trade, which in the same time amounted to an equal ex- 
tent ; it surely became important in the highest degree to inquire how 
these evils could be remedied ; and he trusted, if he could shew that 
a great increase of employment would result, from extending the trade 
with India, to the weavers of Scotland and Lancashire, that Govern- 
ment would lend a favourable ear to his proposition. But it was 
not on the actual existence of this distress that he rested the question. 
That distress might be, and he hoped was, of a temporary nature, 
The resources of the country could not be so much reduced as to 
prevent the return of the prosperity it had heretofore enjoyed. He 
wished the subject to be viewed in a much more comprehensive light. 
Whoever considered the heavy burden of debt that weighed down the 
energy of the country, and the part she was destined to act among the 
nations of the world in the wars in which, in all probability, she would 
be again engaged, must see how exceedingly desirable it was to ex- 
tend, by all piacticable means, the resources of the country, and 
to avail ourselves of this opportunity of peace to lighten the springs of 
our industry, and restore their elasticity. With regard to Ireland, it 
was evident that every thing should be done that was possible to 
promote the growth of the manufactures which he trusted had com- 
menced ihere. The friends of that country, who did not seek to serve 
it by that course, took a very limited and far from an enlightened view 
of her interests. Much might be done, no doubt, by settling the 
rehgious differences ihat unhappily existed ; but the mere remcval of 
those dissensions would be no panacea for the ills of Ireland, which 
could be eradicated only by giving employment to the people. When 
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habits or industry wera fomied, and began generally to take root, the 
moit favourable hopes might be eniertaiaed ol' the deliveraoce or that 
country from the worst evils that oppressed it. After adverting to 
the mode in which the Com Laws had operated to deprive our mann- 
facturers of a large portion of their foreign trade, the Honourable Gen- 
tleman called the atteatian of the House to the increase that had taken 
place in our commerce with India, since the renewal of the Charter 
of the E^ist India Company in 1814. At that time, the whole of the 
Contioent of India, and the Islai 
thrown open, though still unde 
What had been the result? N 

was said by the advocates for the continuance of the Company': 
poly, that the only effect would be. to increase to a small extent the 
demand for woollens or a few articles of luxury. Nobody supposed 
that the Cotton Trade was one that would benefit largely by this new 
market. Yet, this trade had increased to an extent the most extraor- 
dinary. The Cotton Trade had its origin in India. This country had 
borrowed its patterns, and adopted its very names. The price of labour 
was here seven or eight times as much as in India, and we drew from 
that country a portion of the raw material, which, when manufactured, 
we exptorted back to it. Yel, with all these disadvantages, we had 
established a beneficial and growing trade in cotton goods with India. 
The term calico was derived, according to Dr. Johnson, in his Dictionary, 
from Calicut, " a town in India, where cotton goods were manufac' 
tured, and sometimes stained with gay and beautiful colours.'' Calicos 
were now exported in great quantities from this country to that part 
of the world where they were originally manufactured. It was. therefore, 
he contended, the duty of the House to give the fullest encouragement 
to the trade with India. He lamented that he had not the oBicial re- 
turns lower than 1824. But from those previous to that year, he could 
shew that there had been a considerable increase of the trade with India 
since the opening in 1814. In the first instance, he would state the 
exports from this country to India from the Parliamentary Papers. 
The Honourable Gentleman stated the annual average of glass and 
earthenware to amount to 61,526;. from 1801 to 1810; atid to 
171,452/. from 1814 to 1822. Of iron in bars, from 1801 to 1810, 
68,43H.; from 1814 tol822, 19-3.164/. In woollen goods, the average 
value from 1801 to 1810, was 273,414/.; from 1214 to 1822, it had 
increased to 376,399/.; and during 1833 and 1824, the yearly value 
was 962,061/. In cotton g\3ods^ the increase was still more aslonish- 
From 1801 to 1810, the average was 55,461/.; from 1814 to 



1822, 568,358/.; and di 
average was, 1,155,512/. He 
and shew their corresponding 
quantity imported from 1801 
1814 to 1322, 5,023,187 lbs. 
from 1801 to 1810, was 5,! 



two years 1823 and 1824, the 
1 next state the imports from India, 
First, as to indigo, the average 
1810, was 3,513,053 lbs. ; and from 
In cotton wool, the average quantity 
,365 lbs.; and from 1814 to 1822. 
23,535,365 lbs. In Bengal silks the average was, from 1801 to 1810. 
438,792 lbs,; and from 1814 to 1822, 899,570 lbs. In sugar, the 
average from 1801 to 1810, was 77,325 lbs.; from 1814 to 1822, 
174,379 Ibi.; and, during the two years 1823 and IS24, the average 
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was 224,668 lbs. These returns manifested an equalty gieat increase 
in the export trade as in the way of importation. No trade could be 
more important than that %¥hich we thiia enjoyed with a population not 
less in number than eighty milliona. Tbe extent to which it might be 
carried no man could at present foresee- The prospect might literally 
be said to be boundless. — He would next refer to the duties levied upon 
commodities imported from India. He believed that tbese duties were 
originally intended to be prohibitory. Let the House look at the 
amount of duties levied upon East India produce, as compared with the 
amount of duties demanded upon the produce of other paits of our 
colonies. On turmerick, for instance, the duty is seven pounds per ton 
more on East than West India ; on East India rum the duly is 1 Is. 6d. a 
gallon more than on West India, the duty on the latter being Ss. 6d. on 
the former 20a. a gallon : and on East India cotton the duty demanded is 
six per cent, ad valorem, while cotton from the West Indies is admitted 
altogether free of duty. On sugar the duty is \Ql. per ton more on 
East than West India, being .'JO per cent, on the prime cost of the 
article; on coSee it is 28^. per ton more. West Indian paying 56/. 
per loo, while East Indian pays 84/. The same disproportion exists in 
the duly on cocoa. The cotton manufactures of the East Indies pay a 
duty of 10 per cent., and the silk manufactures 30 per cent., wbile 
English manufactures are admitted into India on paying a duty of 2j 
per cent. These, and such things as these, shewed the utter indif- 
ference to the prosperity of our trade, or to the welfare either of 
the mother country or the colonies, which characterised tlie whole 
system of our legislation with respect to our possessions in the East 
Indies ; as well as the utler inditFcrence to all the principles not only 
of sound commercial policy, but even of reason and justice, which ih'e 
legislature manifested in all its regulations of the trade of those colo- 
nies. The whole system was most unfair and most unjust; and if ever 
the people of India begin to feel it as they ought ; if ever the vast pO' 
pulation of our possessions in the East come to feel their importance, 
and the degree of injustice with wliich ihey have been treated, the 
House might rest assured that the day of reckoning would then come, 
and we should be made to suffer as we deserved for the course we were 
pursuing. What was it which lost to this country ihe colonies of North 
America? Why precisely the same principle : we endeavoured to keep 
to ourselves all the advantages of their trade, and gave them none in 
return; and the consequence was, that they freed themselves, on the 
first opportunity, from the power which exercised over them its autho- 
rity in a manner so utterly repugnant to all the principles of honour, 
justice, or policy. It was not enough for this country to say it had the 
power to do these things. It must shew that the course of its policy 
was founded in something like justice, or expect that those who are 
subjected to its influence will only continue to obey until an opportunity 
way present itself to oppose. Sucli a system was not only contrary to 
the principles of commerce and of justice, but even to that principle of 
reciprocity which the Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Huskisson) 
had advocated with so much ardour, and which he for one felt delighted 
in saying with so much success. — He would now turn to another part of 
the same subject, and beg ihe attention of the House to the amount of 
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the importG and exports to those colonies, as the trade was at present 
carried on. In the year 1824, the total amount of the exports to the 
East Indies and China was 4,355,437/. In the year 1826, the amount 
was 4,394,330;. Now, he must lake the liberty of begging them to 
attend to a most important subject arising out of one of those exports ; 
he alluded to the article of East India sugar — the dead weight, as it 
might be called, of what we were able to draw from the East Indies at 
this moment. He did not take that article because it was the only im- 
portant one; but because it was that which might be the most in- 
creased. He was aware of the state in which the sugar trade was 
placed at this moment, and that there was more imported from the British 
plantations than sufficed at present for the general consumption of the 
country. He was aware, too, that in such a stale of things, when there 
was an excess of produclion beyond consumption, the price must in rhe 
main be regulated, not by the monopoly at home, but the price which 
that sugar could procure in the market abroad. Granting that, how- 
ever, he still contended that althougli the price might not be much 
lowered by the admission of East India sugar at the same duty as the 
West India, the consumption might be much increased. He admitted 
for the sake of argument, though he had great doubts of its being (rue, 
that with the same duly East India could not be sold at a bwer price 
than that now obtained for sugars ofsimilar quality. He found, at least, 
thatwith this extra duty of lol a ton. East India sugar was selling in this 
country, if not at a prolit, sdll without loss. He was aware that it 
might at first appear, from the supply being so much greater than the 
demand, that an increase of quantity without a diminution of price 
could bring no increase of consumption; but did the House lake into 
its consideration the very great increase of demand for our manufac- 
tures, the great consequent rise of wages, and increase of population 
and production, which must follow the opening of such a market for 
the produce of tliis country ? It might, he admitted, be asked. If the 
produce of sugar by ihe West India islands is so much greater than 
your demand, how can you make any increase of consumption ? He 
took it, however, to be quite clear, that the people of this country 
did not consume anything like what they might be able to take if a new 
market was opened to our manufactures. Let the House reflect for a 
moment upon wliat was the amount of the quantity of sugar consumed 
by the inhabitants of the United Kingdoms. In England, the average 
quantity consumed by each individual is, annually, according to the 
best calculation, about twenty-three pounds per head. In Ireland, the 
quantity consumed by each individual is about six pounds per head. 
Now, he would ask, if Ireland became a manufacturing country by the 
opening of a new market, and the encouragement of a trade with India, 
what was there to prevent her people from becoming consumers to the 
extent of twelve or eighteen, or even more, pounds a head, while the 
consumption of England also increased ? In that way he was convinced 
that the Right Honourable Gentleman ought to look for the ultimate im- 
provement and happiness of that country ; in that way he must look for 
the means of her prosperity and tranquillity. Let him, by opening the 
market of our extensive East India possessions, give employment to 
hec people, and encottrpgement to her manufactures; and he would 
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find Ireland, inetead of being, as at preseot, a source of endless alarm, 
and dis<]uiet, and discontent, become to England and ber possessioni a 
mine of wealth and a tower of strength. There would be no occasion 
then for Emigration Committees to consider the Lest means of trans- 
plantinghcr people to other countries. Lethini give buther manufactures 
encourage luent by opening a market, and he would soon see, by its 
efiect upon wages and labour, the people prosperous, aud the nation 
tranquil Used. He was told that in a part of that country, Belfast and 
its vicinity, cotton manufactories had been erected to some extent, and 
that on that account the town of Belfast afforded a most pleasing con- 
trast in its aspect to the general appearance of the other parts of Ireland. 
And he understood that nhen the manufacturers of England had large 
orders for cotton goods, they frequently sent quantities of yarn to 
Ireland to be wove up, in order to supply their orders in proper time. 
Between India and Ireland there were some features of similitude. 
Both countries were oppressed by a redundancy of population. Both 
suffered from the low rate of wages ; and both were co'nstantly placed 
in a state of alarm and agitation. White-boyism existed in Ireland ; 
Decoits in India, arising from the same cause, a discontented and 
starving people. The evils of both were to be remedied in the same 
manner. Give them employment. Lay open a market to their several 
productions, and you at once strike at the root of the diseases under 
which they labour. It was by following up that principle of reci- 
procity, with regard to our own colonies, which had already been recog- 
nised and acted upon with regard to foreigners, that the"Righ I Honour- 
able Gentleman would be enabled to relieve the miseries of Ireland 
and India, and promote the prosperity and security of the enipire.^ — His 
object at present was to move for the appointment of a Committee, 
before which that information might be given under which the mea- 
sures he wished were to be carried into execution. There was one 
subject, however, to which he must allude, although It was somewhat 
difierent from any to which he had yet drawn their attention, he meant 
the state of the free trade with India. He held in his hand a letter 
addressed to the East India Company's Directors, from some persons 
engaged (o a great extent in (hat trade, in which they complained of 
the very great impediments thrown in the way of their intercourse with 
those places to which they were permitted to trade. The Company 
derived some of their most considerable benefits from what was called 
the right of pre-emption. They had commercial residents at each of the 
ports and seidements where the free trade was carried oa. Those resi- 
dents made advances to the factors who bought up beforehand the 
productions of the country, and by that means contrived so to keep 
ibem in dependence as to confine the whole trade, or nearly the whole 
trade, to the Company. This was one of the consequences arising from 
that junction of sovereignty and trade in this Company ; a junction 
I , which never ought to take place, and which never could lake place, 
. nithout eKhibiiiog consequences prejudicial to the freedom and pros- 
perity of commerce. — -The Indian Archipelago was one of those places 
irhere the trade of this country could be most beneficially extended. 
Those islands abounded with all the various Oriental productions most 
in request in this country- More than one-eighth part of all the gold 
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introduced into Europe iras derived from them, in additioA to great 
quantities of diamonds, spices, and pearls. There, too, a vast proportion 
of the manufactures of tliis country might find u market, more espeti- 
ally if the ports of Ciiina were open to die enterprise of the free trader. 
At this moment, unfortunately, this was not the case ; but, he trusted, 
the time was not far distant when the abolition of Uiia monopoly, whicli 
must expire in the year 1833, would enable the manufacturers and 
traders of the United Kingdom lo derive the full and unrestricted 
benefit of the almost boundless prospect of commerce wliich this 
part of the world presented. The duties upon East India sugar 
were 371. a ton; but the duties on that produced in the Archi- 
pelago was 63/. a ton ; or, in other words, the sugar of those islands 
was totally prohibited, for the effect was nothing less. It was worth 
while, in considering the advantages we might derive from a free 
.trade with those islands, to look at the evidence given on tlie sub- 
ject by Mr. Crawford, a gentlemem whose accuracy of statement 
was as unquestioned as his means of information had been extensive. 
He says, in speaking of the possibility of extending our trade in that 
part of India, " That previous to the free trade, British manufactures, 
especially of cotton goods, were hardly known to the Indian islands. 
Since that period the quantity has been yearly increasing; and 1 can 
xnswer, as far as the population of Java is concerned, that it is rare now 
to see a native of the country, above the rank of a mere peasant, or a 
Chinese of an i^ description, who has not some portion of his dress of 
British cotton manufacture, and very often he has a considerable por> 
tion of hia dress of the woollen fabric of this country." In the year 
1814, 1000 pieces of chintz of British manufacture overstocked the 
market of Samarang, in Java; but in 1818, the price having fallen 25 
pet cent. 15,000 pieces were sold there. Such would be the benefit 
likely to arise from an opening of the trade. Give the people but a 
means of payment, and you may dispose of the productions of this 
country to an almost unlimited extent. No man, he apprehended, 
would be BO insane as lo propose that no more than a certain quantity 
of our manufactures were to be exported, and yet the effect, by the 
continuance of the system of prohibition, was precisely the same. — 
Another subject lo which he wished to direct the attention of a Com- 
mittee, if he succeeded In procuring its appointment, was the state of 
what are called the emporia for our India trade. The emporium of 
Sincapore, he believed to have been established on sound commercial 
principles ; but at the same time he wished the state of that and other 
places to be submitted to the attention of a Committee, because he 
thought it would be found, that without some such places of traffic, the 
trade could not be beneficially carried on. The House might probably 
not be aware, that there were several productions of the East, in which 
the trade was under particular restrictions. The trade in 'spice, for in- 
stance, was locked up under one of the most extraordinary systems of 
monopoly the world ever saw, by the Dutch East India Company. That 
Company having got posseaaion of alt those islands in which the spices 
grow, and in which they are indigenous, resolved upon preserving their 
monopoly from all chance even of attack, by confining the production 
of particular spices to particular islands. For thai purpose they se- 
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lected the island of Aniboyna as tbe place to grow cloves, and prevailed 
upoD the chiefs or princes of the other neighbouring isjands'to root up 
all the clore trees to be found in their possession. In the same manner 
they made the Banda islands the place of growth for nutmegs, and 
sent yearly a fleet round the coasts of the wliole of die islands, in order 
to secure ibe execution of their orders and the perfection of their mo- 
nopoly: It was true that this proceeding' did them no good, and 
reduced the islands to a state of poverty — but they succeeded in fully 
securing the monopoly they desired. It was obvious how much benefit 
would accrue by establishing the free principles of trade, through the 
means of these emporia, in the seas of the Eastern Archipelago. In 
truth, the only trade which ever was beneficial there, or which greatly 
recompensed those engaged in it, was the free trade, before the mono- 
(wlies established by the India Companies of England and Holland. At 
that time a trade of immense extent and importance was carried on 
with all the islands, and even with China and Japan ; and it was only 
the fatal efTects of the restrictive system which brought it to a termina- 
tion. It was the opinion of Mr. Crawfurd, that the trade with China 
even could be eavried on best by means of an emporium, — He hoped he 
might not be considered as trespassing too much upon the patience of 
the House, after it had heard him with so much indulgence, if he said 
a few words as to the trade now carried on with China through the 
means of the city of Canton. It was a very singular fact, that although 
all the purchases and sale of teas were made in Canton, there was not 
a leaf of the plant grown in that province of which Canton is the 
capital. The black teas, it was well understood, were grown in a pro- 
vince three or four hundred miles from that city, and the green teas 
were brought from another province, seven or eight hundred miles up 
the country. The teas were brought to Canton by land carriage, or 
inland navigation, and there was an increase of cost of 50 per cent, in 
consequence. The provinces, however, from which the teas are taken, 
are maritime provinces, and it was proved that the articles of their pro- 
duce could be conveyed by eea to an emporium, with nearly the same 
facility as if sent by sea to Canton. Mr. Crawfurd, who makes thesa 
statements, argues with great truth and justice upon the benefits which 
must therefore accrue from such emporia, and upon the advantages 
which such a market must offer to the consumption, without restriction, 
of the manufactures and productions of this country. To details such 
as these, continued the Honourable Gentleman, tlte House must turn, 
when It is called upon to consider the propriety of dissolving that mo- 
nopoly, which has existence, by law, to the year 1833. With suth 
informaUon collected by a Committee, must tiie House be provided, 
when it is required to determine upon the great question which will 
then be submitted to its consideration; and therefore, if there was t>o 
better and stronger reason, he would contend, that a Committee ought 
in good time to prepare that information, which will thus be necessary, 
in order to decide rightly and fairly between the East India Company 
and the public. For that decision, a thorough knowledge, by inquiry 
before a Committee, on the state and resources of the Indian Archi- 
pelago, was, he repeated, indispensably requisite. He had thus endet- 
voured to put the House in posiestion, within at small a coropaas as 
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poBsibiL', or a general outline of ihe commercial advantages which mutt 
result to this country, from an extension of oiir trade with India; and 
proved, lie hoped, enough to satisfy Honourable Members, thai a trade 
of boundless extent might be carried on, by a removal of restrictions 
under which our commerce at present labours. The policy had been 
too long pursued of endeavouring to derive wealth from India by means 
of revenue ; far better would it be to seek to derive wealth by improving 
our commercial relations with India— by promoting those liberal insti- 
tutions that create wealth — and by aiding lier advancement through the 
application of those principles which we called into action in our inter- 
course with the other nations of the world. A change was called for 
by justice ; it was rendered requisite by what was owing to the interests 
of India; and it was demanded by a due regard to the promotion of the 
commercial connexion between Great Britain and India. He would not 
further trespass on the attention of the House than to move, " That a 
Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the State of the Trade 
lietweeu Great Britain and India." 

■ Mr. Slaney, in seconding the motion, hoped that the House would 
excuse any hesitation or difticulty he might betray in addressing the 
'House, almost for the first time. He considered that the nature of the 
trade which had subsisted between this country and India, ever since 
our connexion with that vast and important country, was of that restric' 
live character which denied to India the fair developement of her re- 
sources, and the commercial advantages to which she was entitled. The 
present motion was adapted to pave the way for a subject they must soon 
discuss, involving the future government of a hundred millions of our 
ftUow creatures subjected to our eway. A change in our system ought 
to lake place, and other principles for the amelioration and improve- 
^tnent of India ought to be introduced, which, by their practical appli- 
'catioD, might remove the many blots from our legislative and commer- 
'dal policy towards India. Mr. Gibbon had said, in reference to India, 
•that " the richest and most extensive provinces of the conqueror of the 
"Great JMogul now belonged to a company of Christian merchants la a 
'■^mall island in the Northern Sea." He wished to see that commercial 
■connexion accompanied by those improvements, and by the extension 
'vt those privileges and favours, which were so essential to promote the 
•prosperity of nations, and which would show that we were yet governed 
'by great principles ; and he hoped that the period would soon arrive, 
■ when the seeds of freedom, sown in India, as they had formerly been 
IB America, by the hand of England, would — and at no distant day — , 
4iloom and flourish in the very heart of Asia. 

i(' Mk. LeYCESTEit said there were many reasons which induced him 
llD support the motion for a repeal of the high duty on East India 
flmgar. First, he felt bound to support it from a regard to consistency; 
Mlor what could be more inconsistent than to adopt principles of free 
trade, in our commercial relations with all other nations, and to deny 
*Ae extension of them to a country with which we were so closely con- 
Tiected, — to be forging- fetters and raising barriers against it in our 
Indian possessions ? Secondly, justice induced him to support the 
motion: for what, he would ask, could be more unjust than to cut 
down the English landlord to the lowett point, while he was bound to 
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pay high prices lo support partial interestst It was also called for by 
policy : for what could be more impolitic than, when the heresy of 
emigration found advocates, owing to the prevailing waot of employ- 
ment, to shut out the means of extending our commerce, aad thus 
securing new employment ? The motion ought to be supported also 
on the ground of humanity ; for where was the humanity of seeing; the 
working manufacturers reduced to the lowest wages, and by enhacciog 
the prices of sugar and tea, by means of the high duties imposed on 
them, deprive them of the power of purchasing these, aud of mixing 
one drop of sweet in the bitter cup which they were doomed to drink? 
Besides, the present high rate of duty on East India sugar tended to 
aggravate the dreadful tas imposed upon us by the maintenance of the 
slave system, the countenance and support of which were not only 
shocking to humanity, but injurious to the West Indians themselves. 

^A11 these monopolies ought to be swept away. It was a grievance, an 
injury, an insult to prolong them. Lastly, he hooed the measure might 
be carried for the sake of Ireland ; and he woula take this opportunity 
of saying, that he was favourable to the present Administration, aud he 
was sure that nothing could contribute more to their popularity than 
their support of this motion ; for there was no motion the acquiescence 
in which could be more in conformity with public opinion. In con- 
cluding, he alluded to the danger of a n on- consumption agreement of 
West India sugar among the people, if the measure were refused. 

Mr. Huskisso:n commenced by adverting to what had fallen from 
the last speaker. With respect to a n on -con sumption agreement of 
West Indian produce, there was no novelty in that suggestion. It had 
heen talked of for several years, without producing any results. Much 
as had been said upon it, the fact was, the consumption of British 
plantation sugar had increased in the last year; the amount paid in as 
duty upon it, covering drawbacks and other charges, was 5,000,000/. 
being more than had been ever paid in one year. — He fully agreed with 
bis Honourable Friend in all the principles he had laid down in hts able 
and luminous speech ; and he fully admitted that it was the interest 
and duty of a country like this, to endeavour to open new channels of 
trade, and to afford increased facilities to those that were already open. 
But it was its duty, likewise, in giving encouragement to new commer- 
cial speculations, to be cautious not to sanction any measure which may 
endanger or destroy estabhshed interests and subsisting institutions, 
especially institutions of our own creation, which had grown up under 
our fostering care, and were specially entitled to our protection. And 
here he would remark, as to the low wages of the manufactnnng 
classes, that after suffering great and long privations, which they bore 
with exemplary patience, there was an increased demand at present, 
which enabled the master manufacturers to give belter wages, and to 
enable a greater number of workmen to obtain employment. But to 
return to the principles of free trade and the extension of commercial 
intercourse, dwelt upon by his Honourable Friend, he need not say, 
^at as far as they could he made beneficially applicable, he concurred 

■ iu the application of them ; but it would be allowed, that all great and 

■ extensive changes were attended with difficulty, and should be pro- 
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reKd;r established ; and that, therefore, whatever new meaiurei or tMk 
systems were introduced, they should be so regulated as to invoWe do 
lacrifice of essential import from oihers. In reference to the remark 
upon this being' a tax to support slavery, he (Mr. Huskisson) was oo 
more partial to slavery than the Honourable Gentleman. No man, 
indeed, could be favourable to a system which was so pregnant with 
erils; but le^slators must remember, that the existing system in the 
colonies could not be ipeedUy extinguished, without the ruin of both 
masters and slaves. His Honourable Friend had sbiid, tlial the East 
Indies were rich in every kind of tropical produce : he admitted this ; 
but he wished lo call the attention of the House lo the relative circum- 
stances of our trade vrith India. It first opened under a strict mono- 
poly of a Company of Merchants. We then received from them, under 
this monopoly, silk and cotton manufactures, for which we exchanged 
the precious metals, vrhicb we obtained by the disposal of our ovrn 
manufactured goods in other pans of the world. This limited course 
of commerce was long continued. Meaowbile, in another part of our 
dominions, the West Indies, large interests had been formed, and British 
property to a large amount invested. It was our duty to attend to aad 
secure those interests. In 1314, when the East India charter was 
renewed, tlie trade, which had hitherto been restrained, was opened to 
a certain extent, and new encouragements were given to individual en- 
terprise. In the situation which he unworthily filled, he, and those 
who co-operated with him, had taken every opportunity of giving faci- 
lities that might advance and improve that trade, and they would con- 
tinue to do so. But, in all these encouragements and relasfllions, it was 
incumbent on them to take care not to create just alarm in the minds 
of West India Proprietors, to whose interests they were strongly bound ; 
but rather to seek to reconcile those interests with those of the East 
Indies, by satisfying them that both may be augmented and maintained, 
without unduly interfering or clashing with each other. It was his 
opinion, that the equalization of the rate of duties on sugar would not 
produce the great advantages which some contemplated from it. He 
would offer a few remarks upon this part of the subject. The British 
plantations grew fifty or sixty thousand hogsheads of sugar more than 
could find consumption in this country; and which must find vent in 
foreign markets. And it was as possible for East India sugar to find 
a vent in these markets, as the sugar of any other country. If the 
East India sugar could be manufactured at so much cheaper a rale 
than British Plantation sugar, why did it not enter the competition that 
was open at any of the foreign markets? A vessel might sail from 
Calcutta, or from any part of the East Indies, and enter into com- 
petition at Hamburgh or Dantzic, or any other European port, with the 
sugar of Cuba or Braiil, or any other country; and if this superior 
cheapness was pessessed in the manufacture, why was it uot found to 
be preferred abroad to the sugar of every other country ? He there- 
fore apprehended that the advantages derivable to the East Indies from 
an equalization of duties would be by no means so great as they had 
been described by some. But although he did not anticipate such im- 
portant results as some did from the proposed eqiiatiiation of su^r 
duties, yet he was ready to admit that there were many topics touched 




Mr. Haskision's Speech. 371 

upon by his Honourable Friend which required atteotion, and which he 
assured htm had engaged much of his time. Some difficulties had 
recently been removed ; some facilities had been recently afforded ; the 

I removal of some further difficulties, and the grauting of further faci- 
lities, were under consideration ; and he thought the result would be 
tuore satisfactory if they were left in their present course, than if placed 
ttnder the direction of such a Committee as hia Honourable Friend 
moved for. Many alterations in other respects, relating to trade, 
l»hich the country approved of, had been introduced without such a 
Committee, and the same might be done in this case. He contem- 
plated, indeed, several changes which might be made beneiicially for 
the trade of India ; for example, the removal of the difference of duty 
between the raw material of cotton and other articles imported from the 
East Indies and other countries. This was a subject that required re- 
consideration, and one in which tlie trade of India laboured under a 
disadvantage. He would propose, that these articles should he sub- 
jected only to the same duty as similar articles imported from all other 
places. The knowledge and informatioa best calculated to effect these 
mlterations with advantage, were to be procured more easily through 
the official means of intelligence which he possessed, than through the 
Committee proposed by the Honourable Member. The changes which 
it was expedient to introduce into the principles of our trade with India, 
were changes which circumstances had now rendered necessary. The 
relative circumstances of this country and of India, commercially con- 
sidered, had undei^ne a most material alteration. Instead of being a 
country importing manufactures extensively from that part of tbe world, 
we had become a country exporting extensively to it. In that part of 
the Honourable Gentleman's speech which related to the making of 
free ports in India, there was much in which he entirely concurred; 
and it was with a feeling of great personal satisfaction that he did so, 
for he had done all that he could to place the ports of Sincapore, 
Penang, and Malacca, on the most perfect footing of free ports. In 
those places there did not at present exist any obstacle to perfect free- 
dom of trade. It was infinitely better to look to the future for financial 
benefits to be derived from those sources, and to trust to the increased 
revenue which the growth of their prosperity would necessarily occa- 
■ion, than to seek for a trifling temporary advantage by the imposition 
of duties which, however small, might have the etfect of driving away 
commerce altogether. The effect of the system which had been intro- 
duced, as far as it could at present be judged of, was most satisfactory; 
and what might be its ultimate results upon the trade with China, and 
with the immense population in other parts of the Indian seas, no one 
could anticipate. For his own part, he confessed that he was exceed- 
ingly sanguine upon the subject ; and that he looked forward to the 
most extensive commercial intercourse, under the British flag, throughout 
the whole range from the western parts of America and the eastern 
parts of Asia, It was die duty of the British Government to prepare 
the ground, to lay the highway for such an intercourse ; and lie could 
assure the Honourable Member for Bridgenorth, that it was a duty of 
which his Majesty's present Government never for a moment lost sight. 
He agreed in almost all the general principles concerning trade which 
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tbe MoDOurable Mover bad propounded, and as far as ihey could ba 
liurly and justly brought into practice, he was anxious to see tbem prof 
moted. He admiiled that if any impost were proved to be unjust, it 
was the duty of Parliatnent to coosider how it could be repealed. He 
was calmly and deliberately bent upon dobg justice to the coimnerciBl 
relations of the country : they constituted a subject lo which he looked 
with the deepest and ipost anxious interest, and which he hoped to 
bring into a gradual improvement. He wished in every respect to ito- 
prove the trade in the East, without at the same time sacrificing that of 
the West. He thought he could see his way through alterations for 
the benefit of both ; but if they were hurried or forced, iheir advantage 
would be risked, and his ultimate object defeated. Tbe only suggeslioo 
which he wished to throw out lo the Honourable Gentleman, was the 
expedieucy of postponing an inquiry into this subject until the result of 
the experiments which were at present trying had more distinctly ma- 
nitested themselves. He bad not the slightest inciinatiou to throw any 
impediment in the way of inquiry : on the conlrary, he was solicitous 
it might take place ; but it certainly appeared to him that it was de- 
sirable lo defer it until the success of the uieasures which had already 
been adopted, and ihe expediency of exteudiug them, should be more 
fully ascertained. He was quite prepared to admit, that the regulations 
respecting the refining of sugar were not of the most satisfactory kind; 
but that was a subject of difHculty, open to conflicting opinions; still 
lie hoped to efiect an improvement in it, so as to satisfy all parties. He 
preferred, as a general plan of action, to move gradually and progres- 
sively, without giving a sudden shock to subsisting institutions, opinions, 
and prejudices ; and he was quite persuaded that, by following that 
system, he should best remedy Uie existing grievances. By modifying 
the laws for the refining of sugar, he believed he should best promote 
this essential manufacture ; but at the present period of the session, he 
must object to embark in the large inquiry which bis Honourable 
Friend's motion comprehended. It was not tliat he diSered from bim 
on any of the principles which he had advanced. So far from that, as 
was well known, be was a warm advocate for tlie application of those 
principles as extensively and as promptly as they could be applied, con- 
sistently with what was due lo existing interests ; but it was because 
he was persuaded that tbe present was not the fittest moment for the 
inquiry, and that, when they were in possession of the result of what 
was now going on, they would proceed to that inquiry with a much 
greater probability of an advantageous issue. The appointment of a 
Committee at present might create alarm and excite exasperation, at a 
moment when he was anxious to show the parlies interested thai the 
alarm was unfounded, and the exasperation uncalled for. There was 
only one point on which he differed in opinion from the Honourable 
Gentleman. He seemed to consider, that to throw open tbe trade to 
India would have the etfect of increasing the manufacturing industry of 
Ireland. He was at a loss to see how that effect could be produced. 
The probability of the increase of manufactures in Ireland must depend 
materially aud principally on tbe protection experienced by properly in 
that country, and the advantages thereby secured to tliose whose in- 
terests were connected with manufacluiing prosperity. He was happy 
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I to say tliat manufactures had begun in Ireland. He sincerely tnisled 

I that they would increase. Many circumstances induced him to believe 

\ that they would do so; but he did not believe that any alteration of 

the law for regulating the duly on sugar would have the effect of 

affording employment to the population of Ireland — an object which 

ijepended on very different circumstances. He would not lake up any 

I more of the time of the House. He had sketched an outline of what 

appeared to him to be some of the most important consideraEioos on 

this most important subject. He hoped he had shown that he did not 

entertain the slightest wish to interfere with the progress of improve- 

■ ment, or to prevent the extension of sound commercial principles ; but 

he repeated his conviction that those objects would be best attained by 

abstaming at present from an inquiry which would be more beneficial 

hereafter. The time must come when the subject wonid be more ripe 

for consideration, and then it would be imperative to enter into a full 

investigatioQ of all the circumstances connected with it. 

Lord Milton expressed his satisfaction with what had fallen from 
the Right Honourable Gentleman. He had felt exceedingly anxious 
to support his Honourable Friend's motion; and if the Right Honoura- 
ble the President of the Board of Trade had opposed it, he (Lord Mil- 
ton) should have felt Inraseif bound to support it. But after the fair 
and candid manner in which the Right Honourable Gentleman had 
treated ihe subject, be really thought that a postponement of the in- 
quiry would be more conducive to the object which his Honourable 
Friend had in view, than its immediate adoption. He thought that the 
laws which related to the trade with India, ought to be taKen into 
consideration as early as it would be advisable to do so, with a view 
to such an alteration in them as might be advantageous to the general 
interests. Upon the whole, however, it appeared to him to be better lu 
leave the subject in the hands of a Government entertaining just views 
respecting it, rather than at present to appoint a Committee, in which 
the proceedings might be calculated to produce irritation. 

Mr. PtiiLLiFS said he had the satisfaction to state that the manu- 
factures of Lancashire were experiencing a considerable revival. Al- 
though this revival had been tardy, he had always regarded it as 
certain. He did not attach the same importance which many did to 
the lowering of the duties on East India sugar. The effect of such a 
measure would be comparatively trifling; but with regard to the trade 
to India, it was a subject on which he felt great interest. He recol- 
lected the time when he had anticipated many events connected with that 
trade which had since come to pass, and that even cotton piece-goods 
would be sent from this country to the East Indies. At that period, 
he had been treated as an enthusiast and a visionary. What had since 
occurred, however, had proved the justness of his anticipations, and had 
proved the advantages consequent on an adherence to the principles of 
free trade. He (irmly believed that the exports from this country to 
India would be much greater than they were, if the existing obstacles 
' were removed and the Company were to pursue a liberal policy. If, in- 
■ Btead of deterring, they would encourage bis Majesty's subjects to go 
and settle in India, they would at the same time increase their own re- 
■"venue, and materially contribute to the improvement and extension of 
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Speeehei of Sir. C. Forl.es,, and Mr. Sykes. 

Was it not evident, thai if intelligent persona were en- 
couraged to go out and settle in India, thai the nianutacluies of tbkt 
country and its culture tod of cotton, ailk, &c. would aoou be greatly im- 
proved ? But such obstacles were thrown in the way by ibe Company, 
that these persons were obhged to abandon their plans in despair. 

Sir Ciiaribs FonnEH thanked the Honourable Mover for the very 
powerful Blatement which he hnd made of his opinions ; and congra* 
tulated the country and India on the unusual attention which the 
question had now experienced in the House of Commons. He would 
not say a single word word further tlian to declare, that feeling, as be 
did, the greatest attachment to India, be trusted that the great question 
of its commercial interests would be left in the hands of the Right Hon- 
ourable Gentleman, who, he had no doubt, would deal with it as he 
was dealing with all other questions of a similar nature. He had 
the greatest confidenee in the Right Honourable Gentleman, and in 
the principles upon which he was acting. 

Mr. Stkbs was greatly satisfied with the tone of the Right Honoura- 
ble the President of the Board of Trade's speech, and perfectly coin- 
cided with htm in his general commercial principles. He was anxious 
that some measures should be adopted with less delay than he seemed 
to contemplate for the improving and extending the trade with India. 
He had not heard from that Right Honourable Gentleman a 
single reason which to him appeared to have the very slightest co- 
gency for continuing the protecting duties on East India sugar. He 
wished he could have heard from his intelligent mind, even the 
colour of a reason why an impost should be continued, which he 
affirmed was no benefit to the West Indies, and which he could not 
deny was a detriment to India and to England. He would take this op- 
portunity of staling that though he was not present at the time, he eutirely 
concurred in the sentiments contained in the luminous speech made by 
the Right Honourable the President of the Board of Trade on 
shipping ; at the same time that he felt deeply for the depressed situation 
of that interest. Circumstanced as he was, he had ample opportuni- 
ties of knowing the extent of the evils which they were enduring ; 
although be believed that those evils were not owing to the relaxation 
of the Navigation Laws, or the introduction of the reciprocity system. 
And yet, knowing as be did the distressed state of the shipping in- 
terest, he felt that it behoved Parliament and his Majesty's Government 
to look out for quarters where that interest might obtain employment ; 
and he could not see any opening so likely to be advantageous to the 
shipping interest as' the encouragement of trade with the East Indies. 
If the duty were taken off East India sugar, a larger quantity of 
sugar would necessarily be imported into this country, which, added 
to the distance from which it would be brought, must greatly increase 
the amount of tonnage that would be employed. It was principally 
on that ground that he was disposed to press the speedy consideration 
of this important subject. He did net see any way in which the 
shipping interest could be relieved from their present depression, except 
by increasing the commerce of the country; and he did not see any 
way by which the commerce of the country could be so effectually 
increased as by opening and cultivating the trade with the East Indies, 
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Nor dill be believe ihat llie repeal of tbe duty on East tadia sugar 
would eventually be injurious to the West India planter, who was now 
{ilaced in that factitious and unnatural state that all his profits were 
■t present derived, not from the fair results of the investment of capital 
in sugar planting, bat from the mere effect of the drawbacks and profits 
illowed him at the heavy charge of this country, 

Mr. Ross observed, that the whole of the bounties to which the 
Honourable Gentleman had just alluded, were abolished last year. 

lught to he remembered that we ourselves had encouraged the West 

lies to look for a monopoly, by the monopoly, in supplying ihem with 
articles ihey wanted, which we had estabhshed lov a long lime 
against them in our own favour. How far it might be proper to con- 
tinue the protecting duties in favour of the Wesi India Colonies, he 
would not undertake to say; but he thought that the best mode would 
be for the Honourable Member to withdraw his motion for the present, 
&nd leave the matter to his Majesty's Government. 

Mr. W. Smith. Whether his Honourable Friend chose to withdraw 
bis motion or not, it was obvious that the argument of the Right 
Honourable Gentleman, that the duties on East India sugar did no 
good, and that their abolition could do no barm to the West India 
>ugar growers, was one which cut its own throat ; for, if that was the 
case, why retain the duty on the East India sugar, or why indeed call 
for an inquiry at all ? This was a proof that the argument was not 
confided in even by those who used it, or, at least, that they laboured 
under a very great delusion on the subject. If the argument, however, 
was good for any thing, and if the West India sugar-growers would 
really not be injured by the reduction of the duty on East India sugar, 
then let the people of England at least have that saiisfaction which 
they bad implored in at least 500 Petitions. If the continuance did no 
good and the reduction would do no harm to the West India growers, 
that was an irrefragable reason why the reduction should immediately 
take place. — The Right Honourable Gentleman had said, that it would 
be more convenient to enter upon the full examination of the subject 
at another period. In this way the matter might be postponed for 
five or sis years, till tbe East India Company came again for a re- 
newal of their Charter. Such a postponement would be a great 
disadvantage indeed, and he could not see why the matter should be 
so long delayed, — He had also talked of the five millions sterling of 
revenue which the country derived from West India sugars ; but would 
not sugar pay the same revenue when brought from any other 
quarter? — It had been argued that the East Indies were best adapted 
to the cultivation of cotton, and the West Indies to the cultivation 
of sugar. But it had been long the impression of his mind, produced 
by the fullest consideration he had been able to give the subject, that 
the cultivation of cotton would be much preferable, even for the West 
Indies themselves, (t was well known, that the slave population of 
the West Indies decreased in proportion to the cultivation of sugar, 
and increased in proportion to the cultivation of other articles. A 
greater service, therefore, could not be done to the West Indies than 
to make it the interest of the planters to decrease tlie cultivation of 
sugar, and in-:reBse the cultivation of other articles. It had been said, 
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plruiters a monopoly in fayou 
or tQeir sugar, since we naa laKen to ourselves ihe munopol^ o 
supplying them with necessaries. Bui we had now given up the ^eate 
part if not the whole of that monopoly. — If liis Honourable Frient 
should tliink it proper to witlidraw his motion, he trusted the Itigb 
Honourable Gentleman would follow up the views which he seemer 
disposed to adopt with as little delay as possible. 

Ma. Berjjal regretted that the Member for Norwich had permitted 
himself to make the remarks he did on the West Indies. He denied 
that the decrease of the West India slave population was caused by the 
cultivation of sugar; and he had expected more candour from hU 
Honourable Friend than appeared in his encouraging the clamour out 
of doors on this subject against the West India body. It might pos- 
sibly be that the country would derive equal duties from sugar if 
brought from other quarters ; but at least they ought not to give up 
a valuable revenue without inquiry. He, by no means meant lo deny 
that at present the West Indians were considerable gainers by the 
manner in which the drawback on refined sugar was regulated, ihough 
he did not think that, with the excess of production above our own con- 
sumption, they were gainers by the protecting' duty. 

Mr. Brougham expressed his high satisfaction at the tone in which 
this discussion had been generally conducted, and particularly at the 
way in which the Right Hon. Gentleman on the floor had displayed his 
own views, and that of the Government, on the most important subject 
involved in it. He was a warm friend to the inquiry proposed by the 
Honourable Member for Bridgenorth— an inquiry which would have a 
strong tendency to give new life to our commerce and manufactures, 
and afford a most seasonable relief to our artizans and labourers. He, 
therefore, would be the last man to tender his advice to his Honourable 
Friend to withdraw his motion, had it not been for the candid and 
liberal views expressed by the Right Honourable Gentleman, and the 
admirable temper which he had evinced when speaking on this topic. 
He hoped, therefore, that, under the present circumstances, his Ho- 
nourable Friend would feel himself justified in not pressing his propo- 
sition. If his Honourable Friend and the House should agree to that, 
he would merely notice one or two things which appeared to him 
to be erroneous, and which he wished might not go forth to the 
public uncontradicted. He certainly could not agree with Ihe Right 
Honourable Gentleman below, that the West Indies derived no benefit 
from the discriminating duties imposed on Fast India sugars. If 
that proposition were sound it would put an end to the discussion at 
once. If it were clear that the West Indies derived no benefit from 
this duty on East India sugars, that duty ought to be taken off at once, 
without any further inquiry. The very reason for inquiry was, on that 
hypothesis, completely done away ; and, therefore, there could be no 
need for it; since everything which could be object of inquiry was 
attained by the admission. It would be the very height of absurdity 
"' e it for a single day longer, because it would be to inflict 
s injury on some parties without the slightest corresponding advan- 
to any other. They were told that we ought not to compel the East 
Indies to raise sugar. We did not propose to force them to raise any 
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diinfr; but only said, " Withdraw jour unjust restrictions, and let 
them raise what ihey like." Indeed, if there was any forcing in the 
case, it was in the effect of the present system of heavy duties on East 
India sugars, to force the West Indies, by such an unnatural stimulus, 
to produce them. His Honourable Friend (Mr. Bernal, lo whose can- 
dour be was always happy to bear testimony,) admitted that our present 
regulations operated as a bounty on West India sugars ; and, therefore, 
the evil of a forced production, was applicable, if anywhere, to the 
West, and not to the East Indies. And from our having extended 
this preference lo the Mauritius alone, the only slave colony of all our 
Asiatic dominions, it appeared as if our system were to give bounty and. 
protcclion to the masters of slaves, and to withhold it from the 
employers of free men,* He hoped that they might live to see the 
dawn of a belter day in the managenient of our colonies ; and looking 
to what had been said by the Right Honourable Gentleman on the floor, 
it might be expected that that day was not very distant ; and therefore! 
be refrained irom resorting, on the present occasion, to any of those 
harsher arguments which might be employed on the occasion. With 
respect to the East Indies, he could not help looking, with eager antici- 
pation, and very high expectations, to the results of a full and complete 
Inquiry into the commerce and the capabilities of that country, and the 
improvement in our own trade and manufactures which mustfollow. He 
could not help exulung in the brilliant prospects which such an inquiry 
presented, and to which, in his opinion, it must almost necessarily lead. 
He was convinced that, upon a full revision of the condition of our 
Asiatic territories, it would appear that we did not at present at all un-' 
dersland the extent to which the East India traffic might be carried, 
and that the ultimate effects would be beyond everything of which we' 
had at present any conception. He would perhaps be permitted to 
mention one simple fact in illustration of what he meant: when he was 
lately at Lancaster, a commercial gentleman of that place showed him 
orders which he had received for a vast number of pieces of calico for 
the East India market, and he desired him lo look at Johnson's Dicti- 
onary, and there he would find the word ■' Calico" mentioned as the 
name of a fine fabric imported from Calicut, in the East Indies. In 
India, at that time, they manufactured largely of this article for their 
own use, and exported it lai^ely to us. But now the process was 
reversed, and we imported the raw material from them, and expoitcd to 
tliem the same fabric, but more highly finished, and of a belter quality. 
This was only a small sample of what might be made of this trade, if 
it were left perfectly free and unfettered. Looking at the matter in this 
point of view, he was convinced that the investigation would enable the 
Government to do its duty towards the countless millions of India; 
while the process would be attended witli the double advantage of pro- 
moling the interests of the people of India, while it afforded the very 
best and most effectual relief to our population at home. 

Mr. Wvnn observed, that as British Inanufactures had superseded 
those of India, we were absolutely bound, in justice to our subjects 
there, and in sound policy, to extend the trade with that country as much 
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as pMubU The (atenltoa due La tke cominerce of ludift, M 
iU ftfU >ad lileratuie, had been mucb loo loog delayed; bot 
bad iMteriy been takes, witk FelatioD to them, which he trusted 
ndeem tfaoH frooi the neglect they had experienced. Under 
arcoOHtmcea of the cate, he hoped that his Honourable Frwod 
(Mr. Wbttmore) woald posl^ne hi* mutioo. 

Hk. W. WuiTMDBE, in reply, said that be yielded ta tbe reoov- 
■Bendatioa of hii Honourable Friends, and would withdraw his modoB, 
and leave the sut^cct in the basds of ihe Right Honourable GendeBaa, 
who had anuicd them thai be iniended to institute inquiries, with a 
view to remedy what waa objectionable in the ejibting system. He 
felt coofideot that be would tee it right oot to delay tboce inqoiriea; 
and above all, not to ibink of postponing tbem till the exp'uaiioa of the 
Cbartsrof ihe Eaat India Company. If, however, he wb« disappmated 
in ibis hope, b« should feel jutliiied ami even bound again to cail the 
a H entioii of (be Houae to this im|iortaut question. 

The motion was ibot withdrawn. 



REMARKS ON WEST INDIAN MONOPOLY. 

W£ trust wa shall be excused if we venture to aubjoin to the above 
interestiog and in the main most satisfactory discussion, a few expla- 
natory observations on some of the statements made io the coarse ofil. 

It was asserted, by Mr. HuskissoD. ihalnobenefitwhaleverwasdeiivad 
to the West Indians from their monopoty of the British sugar maikft. 
Now, if this position were deemed to be correct, it does seem extraor- 
dinary that that moaopolv should be prolonged. It cannot be denied 
that the desire of its abolition is very general ibrougbout the kingdom, 
and has been eipres&ed io iDaumerdble petitions to Parliament. 
Neither can it be denied that ibis monopoly is felt, and that it unques- 
tionably operates, as a grievance in the case of large classes, both in 
this country sod io British India, who complain of its pressure, aitcl 
who oall for its estinction. Under these circu Distances, nothing caa 
be conceived more ungracious, than Io reject a prayer so cousonaitt la 
all the recognised pnnciples of our commercial policy, and to reuia 
restrictions offensive and injurious, as well as unjust Io multitudes, 
while it is admitted that they yield no advantage to aoy other parly. 
It is perfectly obvious, that if this statement were believed to be true, 
there could be no ground for caution or hesitation as to ike course to 
be taken : it would be both luiieasonable and absurd to continue the 
monopoly in question for a single hour. If it is to be maictaiDcd in spile 
of all the strong reasons which exist for abolishing it, this must arise from 
a convicliou the very opposite to that which has been expressed, namely, 
that considerable benefit is in some way or other derived from it by the 
West Indians. And it is some presumption, at least, io favour of ibis 
opinion that Lhey and their partizans (among whom we should be soriy 
to number the Right Honourable Gendeman,) are alone eager to defend 
aad protect this mooopoly. 

One ground assigned for believing that the monopoly is of no Teal 
benefit to the West lodiaos, is that as more of their sugar is imported 
into this country ihan is consumed there, the surplus being exported 
continent, its price cannol be enhanced in consequence of 
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the monopoly ; because the price on the continent mu«t necessariiy regu- 
late the price in England, Admitting this ob a general principle, yet, 
wewould ask, how it happens, that though the West Indians are now 
at liberty to export their surplus directly from their plantations to the 
continent, they prefer sending it first to England, and then from Eng- 
land to the continent, though it thus becomes loaded with double 
freight, insurance, commission, and shipping and landing charges? 
This otherwise strange proceeding is to be eitplaioed, only on the 
principle of their deriving, in some way, a very great advantage from 
their monopoly of the British market. And the fact is, that the drawback 
cn the refined sugar exported from this country is so regulated, as not 
only to compensate to the West Indian planter the heavy extra charges 
just mentioned, but to aSbrd liim a considerable profit besides, all 
■which must obviously come out of the pocketa of the people of this 
country. 

It is a further proof of the correctness of this view of the subject, not 
only that no raw sugar is shipped directly from the West Indies to the 
continent, (except in a case to which we shall presently advert,) though 
the continental ports are open to receive it ; but that the whole quan- 
tity esported thitlier from this country in a raw state in 1825, for 
example, did not exceed 200 tons, and was probably not even intended 
for sale there, being evidently not more than might be required for the 
use of the crews of the ships engaged in the trade between Great 
Britain and the continent. Besides this, there were, in that year, 
320,971 cwt., or 16,049 tons of refined sugar exported to the continent, 
which, reckoning (as it is reckoned in the custom-house returns) 
at the rate of 34 cwt, of raw for each 20 cwt, of retined, would seem to 
exhibit an export of 645,652 cwt. of raw, or 27,283 tons. 

The law at that time allowed to the exporter of one ton of refined 
sugar a drawback of 46/. And if it had required 34 cwt. of raw to 
produce a ton of refined sugar, this would have been an equitable 
arrangement. But, in truth, 30 cwt. of raw sugar is equal, or more 
than equal to the production of 20 cwt. of refined, besides leaving a eon- 
Biderable residuum, afrer refinement, of both bastards and molasses. 

The calculation may be thus made :— 
30 cwt. of raw sugar yield about 761bs. per cwt. or about 
20 cwt. in all, of refined ; on which, previous to July, 
1826, a drawback was allowed on exportation of . . £46 
Besides the refined sugar, 30 cwt. of raw yield about 
392 lbs. or 3 J cwt. of bastards: these come into the 
home market nearly on the same footing with raw, which 
pays a duly of 273. per cwt. being therefore equal to . 4 14 6 
They also yield about 504 lb. or 4^ cwt. of molasses, which 
coming into the market on the same footing with that 
paying a duty of lOs, per cwt. are equal to - . 2 5 

Making in all £52 19 6 
Now the whole duty actually paid on the raw sugar which 

produced all this was, on 30 cwt. at 27s. . . . 40 10 
I.eavinga gain of £12 9 6 
!. 4rf. on each cwt. of the raw sugar so manufa<rtiired, and 
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making therefora a profit to ths West Indians, on the whole of ow 
iiniKirts from the British dominions (180,000 tons) of about a millioD 
and a half, instead of the 1 .200,000/, at which it was usually reckoned. 

Such was the state of things before the recent change in llie mode of 
regulating the drawback. 
Now, instead of 46/. there ia drawn back on each ton of 

refined sugar exported a sum of - . . . . £41 8 4 
The other advantages of bastards and molasses remaining 

the same, amount to 6 J9 6 

Making in all "£48 7 10 
Now the duty paid on 30 cwt, is still only . . ■ 40 10 
So that there is left on this transaction, even now, a gain, on 
every 30 cwt. of raw sugar, exported in a refined state, £7 17 10, being 
equal to a little more than 5$. 'id. per cwt. 

In having stated, therefore, the bounty to have been '6s. per cwt; 
before the recent alteration, and only 3s. since, we have been consider- 
ably below the mark : that bounty appearing to have been 8s. 4d. be- 
fore its reduction, and being still, as it appears to us, 5s. 3d. 

We admit it to be open to the West Indiana to say, that we have 
estimated the quantity of refined sugar obtained from a cwt. of raw too 
high, when we state it at 74lb. to 75lb. : but we think not ; and if an 
investigation were only allowed, we are confident it would be shown 
that even this estimate is below the truth. Indeed, the arrangement of 
the drawback, which allows 41/. 8s. 4(/. to the exporter, seems to as- 
sume that only 30| cwt. of raw are required for the production of a ton 
of refined; and even if that calculation were correct, the gain would still 
be 6/. l-9s. Gd. per ton, or 4s. 7Jd. per cwt. of raw sugar. 

The yielding of 30 cwt, of raw BUgar is, on the above calculation, 
nearly as follows : — 

Refined sngar . 20 cwt. 
Bastards . , 3^ 
Molasses . . 4 J 

Waste - . . 2_ 

30-* 

If the operation of this bounty extended only to the quantity actually 
exported, its effects would be comparatively trifling. We should be 
paying to the West Indiana from 120,000/. to 140,000/. in order that 
so much of their sugar as went abroad might be sold at a cheaper rale 
to our neighbours than we ourselves can obtain it for ; but precisely 
in the same degree as (he price of the sugar we export is thus lowered 
to them, is the price of our whole consumption enhanced to us. This 
efiect is inevitable: and the enormous extent to which it operates upon 
us as a tax, for the benefit of the West Indies, has been already shewn. 

If it be said, in reply to all this, that in stating the West India 
monopoly to be productive of no advantage to the West Indians, "h 
was intended not to speak of the bounty, which is a matter that does 
not injure the East Indies, and only concerns the people of England, 

* We cla not vouch for the perfect accurac; of these statements. We proceed 
larily on data more or less unceitain. This very uDcertaioty, bowerer, 
a atraog reason for a Conuoillee. 
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but of the pnoTEcriNO ijutt alone. " If the people of England," we 



presume lE will be argued, " choose, in their extreme liberaliiy, to give 
the poor West Indian planter eight or nine, or any other number of 
hundred thousand pounds annually, wherewith to pay for his drivers 
and his overseers, his stocks and his whips, his workhouses and 
his gibbets abroad; or for his splendid establishments, and seats 
in parliament at home ; is it not most unreasonable in you abolitbnists 
f'aciiously to find fault with them on tliat score? Why should you in- 
tervene, to slop the free course of their eleemosynrry contributions ? It 
is not above a sixth part of what they raise, witliout a murmur, to feed 
the pauperism of England. The planters indeed are paupers of another 
grade, but still they are paupers. Let ub not grudge them this trifling 
boon. It would be cruel to drive them to lay down their equipages ; 
and to abandon their seats in parliament ; and to go over to a burning 
climate, in order to look after their slaves, and to arrest the waste of life 
which is going on among them. Let us have pity upon them ! Let 
us do as we would be done by '." 

Leaving this appeal in favour of the bounty to produce its due elTect, 
we will nest turn to the protecting duty. Here we ffeely admit, that 
it is of the nature of all impolitic restrictions on trade to do little or no 
good to those in whose favour they are enacted, compared with the btiI 
they inflict on all besides, llius it may possibly be with the pro- 
tecting duty in favour of West India produce. If, however, we were 
willing to admit that it did no good to the West Indians, the tenacity 
with which they cling to it, and which we cannot do them the injustice 
to believe springs from pure, disinterested malevolence, would convince 
us we were wrong in our admission. They never could contend for it 
with the warmth and bitterness which they sometimes display, unless 
there were some advantage to be derived from it. The amount of that 
advantage we have never pretended to be able accurately to appreciate. 
But whatever it he, it is at least sufficient, in their eslimalion, to be 
worth a violent struggle to retain it; and, in that of the President of 
the Board of Trade, to be wonh the sacrifice of part of his high and 
well earned reputation for candour and consistency, in order to preseTve 
it to them for a somewhat longer i)eriod. Generally speaking, it 
cannot be doubted, that the removal of this protecting duty, would 
have the effect of materially cheapening one of the necessaries of life. 
If, at this moment the East Indian merchant can import, without loss, 
ten thousand tons of sugar annually, though loaded with an extra 
duty of lOf. a ton, it is not to be believed that, if the impost were re- 
moved, we should not have that sugar both cheaper and in greater 
quantities. But independently of this circumstance, which may pro- 
bably explain the nature of tlie gain which the West Indians derive 
from the protecting duty, and the cause of the alarm with which they 
contemplate its removal, we ground ourselves upon the principle, so fully 
admitted by the President of the Board of Controul on this occasion, that 
its imposition is an act of absolute injustice towards the inhabitants 
of India — and we will add to that, an act of cruel injustice towards our 
starving manufacturers in the north, and towards the starving popula- 
tion of Ireland, ll is a singular instance of partiality in the laws 
which regulate our commercial policy, that while, with such a lavish 
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hand, w« dJEpcDBs our bountieB U> a f«n hundreds of West ladiMi 
planters ; we refuse Id tlie myriads of our Indian subjects, and to tfie 
sw;:irming and starving population of Great Britain and Ireland, 1^ 
fair use of their energies, by removing the obstacles we have ourselves 
raised to it and which ate declared to be a benefit to no patty, merefy 
because those planters object to this exercise of our justice and 
humanity. And it is no less singular an instance of iocoDsistency gn 
the part of one of our most enlightened staleBmen and political econo' 
raists, that he should be found throwing the broad shield of his re- 
putation and influeoce over such a system. 

It was ingeniously elated in the course of the discussion, that if it were 
true that the removal of the protecting duty, on East India sugar fot 
example, would produce all the results anticipated from it, then it roust 
haye happened that that sugar would have found its way to the con- 
tinent, and there have come into competition with the eurpiua augat 
of the West Indies. — Now even if we could not discovei any eatisfac- 
lory way of escape fioia this dilemma, we should not the less belier« 
that, if free scope were given to this trade, and if l!ie galling re- 
strictions which fetier the British capitalist in India, and load with 
imposts the British merchant at home, were removed, the result itself 
would furnish the best solution of the diEBcuUy. No one understands 
better than the President of the Board of Trade, the powerful efiect 
produced, by the mere absence of restrictions, upon any particular 
branch of commerce. This was one of his main arguments in favour 
of his much maligned measures in respect to silk and shipping ; 
and the result has proved it to be perfectly conclusive. He cannot 
doubt that it would prove equally eo in this instance. 

But independently of this general and irrefragable ground of confidence, 
we would ask, whether it be not true that there exist a variety of impedi- 
ments to the kind of commerce, the absence of which is so strenuously 
alleged to be prima facie evidence against the probability of a large 
sugar trade with the East Indies ? If so, all we need say in reply is, 
" Remove your restrictions ; sot free our energies ; and then if we do 
not succeed, abjure your own principles and revert to the exploded 
dogmas of other days." Unquestionably no great trade can be esta- 
blished all at once. It must have its beginning, and its gradual pro- 
gress. Thus was it with East Indian indigo. At present, the culti- 
vation of sugar, by British capital, has not even commenced iu that 
(|Uartcr. The discouragements both there and in this country are so 
great, as wholly to prevent the application of capital in that direction; 
and until these discouragements are obviated, the trade must remain 
in its present state of depression and insignificance. The necessities 
indeed of the merchant, not his own will, oblige him from time to 
time to bring sugar to this country as dead weight ; but if he were 
relieved from the burdensome tax he has to pay upon it, he would bring 
it freely and regularly, and its growth would increase to the full extent 
of his demand. It is not enough to say to him, you may carry the 
sugar of India to the continent. His answer is, " My voyage is to London. 

If I send it to the continent direct I shall have no dead weight for my 
ship ; and if I send it to the continent, after having made the voyage 

to England, I bhall send it under every possible disadvantage, aod 
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loaded witli double charges, there alao to inest, in solus other oouutries, 
at least, of Europe, as well as in England, with proieoltng duties 
in favour of their own colonial produce. BeEides, my traasactiona are 
witli England. It is itiere 1 wish to form nty establishments and to 
realize not only my protits, but my commissions, instead of iranHferring 
those commissions to foreigners; — and, if 1 must subtnit to send 
my heavy goods, (my sugar, for instance,) lo the continent, I must 
change my whole plan of trade, and send my light goods ibilher direct, 
as well as my heavy goods, form my eslublisnnients there, and abandon 
England entirely." Many other rensons might be assigned to shew 
thai the real escape from the dilemma on the horns of which it has 
been attempted to place ua, is lo be found in llie removal of the absurd 
restrictions which prevent tlie due developemenl of British capital and 
native industry in India ; and which most unjustly load with imposts, 
in this country, the produce of that capital and of that industry. 

We have said that there is one exception lo the stateraetit that no 
sugars go direct from the colonies of Great Britain lo the continental 
market. It is the case of some estates in that part of Dutch Guianu, 
which, in 1814, was ceded lo Great Britain, and in favour of which a 
stipulation was then obtained that their produce should not be brought 
hither, but carried to Holland. This was thought at the time to be a 
great boon to the proprietors. At this very momeui, however, we unr 
derstand that those proprietors are earueslly pressing the Government 
of this country to relieve them from this injurious distinction, and lo 
permit them to Send their sugars to the British market, the loss to 
them of not being allowed to pass through that market, notwilhstaad' 
ing the double voyage, being considerable. We have here an addi- 
4ioual proof of the heavy burden to which this country is subjected 
tbr the support of slavery. 

It is a farther confirmation of it, that a practice has recently grown 
up of estracdng from the molasses imported from the West Indies the 
sugar contained in it, and either bringing that sugar into consnmptioa 
at home, or exporting it in a refined state to the Continent. It seems 
right to warn the Government of the extensive frauds which may 
thus be practised. It is obviously easy so lo manage the manufacture 
of sugar in the West Indies, as that a very large proportion rf 
saccharine matter shall be held suspended in the molasses; and as tlie 
duty on molasses is only lOs. per cwt. it is further obvious, that on all the 
sugar that may be extracted from it, and brought into consumption at 
home, there might be a clear gain to the importer of ITs. percwt. being 
the diiference between the duty on sugar and that on molasses. And 
supposing the sugar so produced to pass through the process of refine- 
ment, the gain would be materially greater. Thirty hundred weight 
of such raw sugar will have paid of duty on importation only the sum 
of 15L; and yet, when refined and exported, it may yield the same 
amount of drawback, &c. on its exportatiou, as we have shown to be 
derived from the same quantity of Muscovado, when refined and ex- 
ported, though 30 cwt. of Muscovado pay a duty of 40/, 10$. on im- 
portation. What is to hinder a sugar baker in this country, having a 
sugar estate hi the West Indies, to import all his sugar, in the state of 
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a thick syrup, at the low rate of duty of 1 OJ. a ton, and to receive cm Ht 
exportation, in a refined stale, an amount of drawback which shall aSbrd 

him a most enormous profit ? 

THE CASE OF MISS THRELFALL AND HER SLAVES. 
Being an Appeal to tite Justice and Humanity of ike BritUk Parlia- 
ment, in behalf of One Hundred and Twenty Black Men, Women, 
_ and Children, whom it is proposed, for i/te projit of this Lady, to 

transport from a British to a Danish Colony. 

Miss Thkelfall, an English lady, is the proprietor of 120 
negroes, now residing in TortoJa, one of the Virgin Islands. Con- 
ceiviog that she can employ them more profitably in the Danish island 
of St. Jan, where she also possesses land and sJavea, tlian on the com- 
paratively exhausted soil of Tortola, she desires the British Parliament 
to enable her to transport these 120 negroes from the latter to the 
former colony, 

Mr. Wilmot Horton having given notice of his intention to propose 
Borae amendments in the ConsoUdated Slave Trade Abolition Act, 
Miss Threlfall has announced her purpose of taking that opportunity 
to introduce, by means of certain friends she has obtained in the House 
of Commons, a clause to the above effect. 

This project cannot but appear most extraordinary, to those who are 
aware that the removal of negroes from any British possession to that 
of any foreign power, for the purpose of being treated as slaves, has 
been ranked by statute with crimes of the deepest die : it is classed and 
punished as piracy. 

The statement of this lady indeed assumes, that the prohibition of 
such a transfer as she contemplates is of a recent dale, " arising," she 
asserts, " from the operation of the late act for consolidating the laws 
against the slave trade ;" and she complains of that act on this ground 
especially, as " aJfecling" her interests as the "proprietor of an estate 
in Tortola," and affecting also " the welfare of the slaves employed 
upon it." 

This, however, is an entire misrepresentation of the facts of the case. 
In the year 1806, twenty-one years ago, the removal of slaves from a 
British to a foreign possession was made, by the act of Geo. III. chap. 
62. a highly penal offence; and in 1811, it was made a felony, punish- 
able by transportation or the hulks. And the only new feature which 
has been introduced into the more recent act, of which Miss Threlfall 
complains, is, that the crime which she now asks the licence of Par- 
liament to perpetrate, instead of being punishable with transportation, 
may be punished with death. 

It is, therefore, not true that the difficulty which Miss Threlfall seeks 
to obviate is of recent creation. It has existed in full force for twenty- 
one years j and the only real difference is, that now the offender, in- 
stead of being subjected to fine and forfeiture, or to exile or the hulks, 
may be consigned to the gallows. 

Miss Threlfall, indeed, very ingenuously confesses, that she has fiir 
years been committing with impunity the very felony desaibed and 
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punished by tlie act of 1811. Shs may not be aware, otherwise she 
would hardly have luade this rash confession, that by such conduct she 
has not only made herself liable to very heavy forfeilures, but to the 
pains and penalties of felony. 

But whatever may be Miss Threlfall's liabilities in this respect, it is 
obvious that her plea, drawn from the recent date of this prohibition, is 
altogether unfounded. Audit isequally unfounded, thai there are in her 
case any new circumstances, any circumstances wiiich have not existed 
in full force for the last twenty yeais. 

It would not ha?e been a very modest request, to have asked the 
British Parliament to violate its own deliberate enactments, even if the 
object were only to escape pecuniary penalties, and if the subjects of 
the prohibition were not human beings, but bales of goods. 13ut in the 
present case, the boldness of the applicant extends to the request that 
Parliament would grant to her its licence to perpetrate an act which it 
has solemnly denounced, in the face of the country and of the world, 
as a crime worthy of death ; and to grant this licence, regardless of 
the feelings and the future destiny of 120 human beings, who are to be 
the innocent and unoffending victims of its compliance. 

Suppose a smuggler, or even a highwayman, were to approach the 
bar of Parliament, applying for a statutory licence lo defraud the 
revenue, or to plunder a certain number of nis Majesty's subjects, and 
should enforce bis application by a plea ad misericordiam in behalf of 
his wife and children, whom with his diminished means he was uo 
longer able to maintain; would there, in such an application, be any 
thing more directly opposed to jicstice, than in the application of this 
lady. Indeed her proposition is infinitely more revolting to hamamly, for 
it sacrifices the happiness of 120 men, women, and children, for the sole 
purpose of adding to Miss Threlfall's income. 

But we are told, (for it obviously would not have been decent lo 
place the proposed measure on its real ground, the pecuniary profit of 
Miss Threlfall,) we are told tliat this removal is called for by a regard 
to the welfare of the slaves themselves, as well as to the interests of 
their proprietor. 

We will not affirm that this is known to be, but it most unquestion- 
ably is, an unfounded pretence. 

'These negroes are to be taken from Tortola to St. Jan, because the 
soil of the latter colony, it is said, is more productive than that of the 
former. This, however, will be found to constitute one of the strongest 
reasons which humanity has to urge against the proposal. 

Putting the consideration of general principle wholly out of the 
question, it now stands proved by the most unquestionable statistical 
facts, furnished by the colonists themselves, that, throughout all the 
slave colonies, the duration of life, and the amount of comfort among 
the slaves, increases in proportion, not to the productiveness, but the 
unp rod active n ess of the soils they cultivate for their masters' benefit ; 
and also that the hope of deliverance from the hitter yoke of their bon- 
dage, is increased in the same relative proporlion- 

]f in Demarara the slaves decrease rapidly, while in the Bahamas 
they increase as fast as they decrease in Demarara, what is the grand 
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caoM of tlrif tli^rence? It is that the eoll of Oemarara ia bo rich ti 
not ooly U) be capable of su^r culture, nith all lis atteDdant op- 
pression, but to make that culture a source of large comparative profit 
to the planter ; wliile the soil of the Bahamas It only fit for the growth 
of pasture and of provisioas, and perhapa of a little cotton. 

Again, why does the population even of Barbadoes increase as 
compared with that of Grenada, 81. Vincents and Trinidad, but because 
the soil of these three islands is more productive than thai of Barba- 
doea, and therefore atibrds a slrong:er Gtintulue lo the rigid exaetion 
of stave labour, and lo the adoption of that species of cultivalion, 
which in rich soils ia most profitable to the master, while it is the moat 
destructive to the life and comfort of the slave ? 

Every proprietor of a cotton mill, and every post hone master in the 
kingdom, fully understands the principle on which this apparent 
anomaly proceeds. — A high profit on the manufacture of cotton gooda, 
will infallibly abridge the duration of the machinery ifbich producea 
them. — A contested county election will probably kill or injure more 
horses in a month, than at another time would be killed or injured ia 
a year. Tlie profits indeed of the weaver, in the one case, and of the 
post boy in the other, might and probably would increase with the 
profits of their respective masters. So also would those of the negro 
labourer, if he were a free man, receiving wages in proportion to hia 
exertions. But the negro labourer is a slave, and receives no wages. 
lie is the machine worn down by friction ; or he is the post horse 
excited to undue and prolonged muscular exertion, by the whip and 
the spur, in order to swell the gains of his owner. 

By transporting slaves therefore from a less to a more productive 
soil, we insure for them, independently of a variety of other evils, an 
aggravation of tlie miseries of their lot, and aa acceleration of debililj 
and death. 

The poverty of the soil of Tortola, is a main reason assigned by 
Miss Threlfall, for desiiing the expatriation of her slaves. The poverty 
of soil, however, of which she complains, is not the incapability of 
producing provisions fit for the sustenance of the slaves, but of raising 
articles a^ording a profit to the owner. This is evidently no ground of 
complaint to her slaves, as we shall see presently. But if it were, 
wherein does her case differ from that of every other planter ia Tortola ? 
Major Moody, whose authority may be relied upon aa to this fact, states 
the deterioration of the soil, and its incapacity of profitably producing 
sugar, to be the universally and well-founded complaint of every 
owner of land in that island. If this reason should be admitted as 
valid for decreeing the ekile of Miss Threlfall's slaves, it may bo 
pleaded with precisely the same force for dooming the whole servile 
population of Tortola to a similar exile. 

If we may rely on the same authority, however, we mean that of 
Major Moody, such a measure, notwithstanding the poverty of the 
soil of Tortola, would infallibly prove a calamity and not a blessing to 
the slaves. 

The Major in one of his parliamentary reports, has given ns, on the 
authority of a Dr. Stobo, whose conclusiotis he adopts as entitled lo 
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credit, ths following sutement of vitiiiia piopertj pOBEeseed by tl 
slaves of Tortola, coDBiBting of about 6000 men, women, and chiklro 
or about 1300 to 1500 families, vis.— 

Sterling. 
38 Horses at U 10s. each . . . £285 

938 Head of horned cattle, at 51. . . 4690 

2125 Goats at 10« 1002 10 

1208 Pigs al 10s 604 

33,120 Poultry al Is. &d. .... 2484 

23 Boats at 5/ 115 

Fish pots and fishing tackle ... 123 10 

Buildings, chiefly in town ... 700 

Furniture, utensils, &c. . . • 4968 

£15,032 



\ 



" In the above," it is added, " I have not estimated the disposable 
portion of esculents and fruits ; and of cotton, raised by slaves. They 
cultivate on their own account, about 1675 acres of land, which is 
estimated to yield annually, 3^ 10s. sterling per acre, in total, 5862/. 10<. 
- After supporting themselves, the surplus ihey dispose of at market, 
which amoKnts to a very considerable sum. The industrious also 
possess, in cash, considerable sums. I am fully satislied ihey are 
possessed of capital, arising from the sale of stock and crop, to fully 
the amount of 5000/. sterling." — Parliamentary papers of 16th of 
March, 1825, No. 115, p. 152. 

The truth of this representation of the Blate of things, among llie 
slaves in Tortola, rests on the authority of Dr. Stobo, sanctioned and 
substantiated by Major Moody. Assuming it to be true, it aflbrds a 
fresh proof of the fact already established, that the unproductiveness 
of the soil, to the master, is not only compatible with the welfare of the 
slave, hut a direct cause of his comparative comfort and prosperity ; 
the effect of such a circumstance being that he has both more laud to 
cultivate, and more time for its cultivation, as well as for looking after his 
fruits and his esculents; his pigs and his poultry; his goats and hii 
cattle; his horses and his fishpots. 

No such estimate as the above can, we venture to say, be truly exhi- 
bited in those colonies which are comparatively fertile and productive. 

And it is from this state of comparative ease and comfort, and, ac- 
cording to Major Moody, of considerable capital, and even surplusage 
of enjoyment, that Miss Threlfall would doom her unoffending slaves 
to an exile necessarily involving the sacrifice of much of their little pe- 
cuiium, and introducing them into a new situation where the soil is 
more productive, and therefore too good to be freely given to the slaves 
for their own use as in Tortola; where indeed it may be of a tertility 
which renders their time and their muscular exerdon too beneficial to 
their owner to be left at their own disposal, without the compelling and 
stimulating power of the cartwhip. 

Of the cruelty which must ever attend such removals, for such objects, 
la have a most striking illustration in an occurrence which took place 
in the very same Island so recently as 1823 and 1824. 
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In order to anticipate the passing of Dr. Lushington's bill, proliibidn^' 
the intercolonial slave trade, a planter of Tortola, of the name of Picker- 
ing, determined to remorG thence a gang of Slaves amounting to 
300 or 400 individuals. He first wished to obtain from. Parlia- 
ment a licence to remove tlieCn to Deraerara. Defeated in this object, 
and fearful that Dr. l^ushington's bill would effectually bar the door 
against any similar transfer, he hurried them off to Trinidad, where it is 
known that, from the fertility of tbe soil, slaves yield about three times 
us much to the planter, while lliey die almost three times as fast, as in 
Tortola. 

There lies on the table of the House of Comtnons a paper giving some 
account of this transaction. It is of the year 1825, and is numbered 
235. We there learn that the slaves of Mr. Pickering manifested the 
very strongest reluctance to this measure, though at first it was pretend- 
ed to be merely for their benefit and entirely widi their consent. This 
reluctance was not to be wondered at. Tbey were all, Uke Miss Threl- 
tall'g negroes, Creoles of the Island. They had, like hers, near con- 
nesions in all the neighbouring estates ; and they had acquired, as it may 
be presumed hers also have done, a considerable peculinm. They were 
now to be torn from their country and relations ; to be driven to sacrifice 
their gardens and their live stock; and to be transported to a new and 
untried situation, where they might have to open new lands subjected to 
a variety of privations, and to treatment infinitely more severe than they 
had yet experienced. Such at least appears to have been their well 
grounded impression of the fate that awaited ihem ; and to avoid it, if 
possible, a number of them, in October, 1833, adopted the desperate ex- 
pedient of abandoning the plantation and endeavouring to efiect their 
escape. They, of course, did not succeed in this rash attempt, and a 
body of slave hunters being sent in pursuit of them, they were seized 
and confined in jail. On the I7tb of November, 1823, six of ttiera were 
brought to trial, for rebellion, before Mr. Poiter (the gentleman who 
signs Miss Threlfall's ccrtiBcate) and three other Justices. They were 
found guilty, and three of them were sentenced to receive, and did re- 
ceive, 63 lashes each on the bare back; and three others 39 lashes each 
in like manner. It was moreover oi'dered "that after the infliction of " 
this punishment they should be remanded to jail, there to be kept in 
close confinement in irons until they could be transported from this 
Colony ; and that they should be banished from these Islands for ever, 
as soon as possible, to such place as F. J. Pickering should think proper ; 
and that if they, or any of them should be ever found voluntarily at 
large again, within any part of these Islands, they, or either of them, 
should suffer death." 

Mr. Porter, the President and Judge (Miss Threlfall's friend and 
voucher) states that he expected to have been called to assist in forcing 
Mr. Pickering's slaves on board the vessels that were to convey them to 
Trinidad; but that after this trial, he says, " I found that happily there 
was no occasion to perplex myself; for the negroes went voluntarily !" 
"At least," he adds, "I heard nothing to the contrary!" Doubtless not. 

The account of this transaction is had enough as it stands on the face 
of the parliamentary record. But a private tetter from Tortola, written 
ahoTtly after the deportation look place, adds to it some fresh hoirori. 
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JJler gifing the particularB of itie trial as they appear in the abore au- 
count, the writer observes, — " The last scene was to see the master going 
to the jail,'" (where it seems 34 of the men wlw had absconded were 
confined) "lashing them together, two and two, to be transported on 
board of a sloop for Trinidad ; and [ understand they were put id irons 
on board. The next morning it was shocking to hear the screams of 
their mothers, wives, (some of them pregnant) brothers, children, &c., 
who came to town on the Sunday morning to take their last farewell of 
the imprisoned party, when, to their surprise, they had been all trans- 
ported the evening before, " " The consternation among the negroes ii 
shocking to relate. All George's and Martin's slaves, it is expected, 
will be sold and sent to the same place." 

In another letter the same gentleman observes, — " I am told that it ia 
aaid in the English papers that the negroes are glad of the change, and 
even dancing for joy. 1 wish it was in the power of my pen to describe 
those painful separations which have been witnessed in this colony 
during the last 12 months. From first to last there have been ten or 
twelve vessels cleared for Trinidad with slaves. God only knows what 
would have been the result of these removals, if it had not been for the 
Methodist preachers, who preached submission and obedience to the 
slaves, and who attended and prayed with them to the last, and as the 
slaves were Methodists, they bowed to their pastors with gratitude- — An 
old negro, belonging to Todman's estate, parting from his uife and 
children on the beach, fell lifeless. He was taken up and medical aid 
was called." 

A variety of further details might be given of the miseries produced 
by these removals, and particularly of the large sacrifices of property 
and comfort incurred by these expatriated negroes, thus subjected to 
exile without even the imputation of a crime. But the above extracts 
must suffice for the present. 

Now the precise object of Miss Threlfall's application to Parliament 
is to renew, in the case of her slaves, the various horrors above de- 
tailed, and the recurrence of which, it might have been hoped, tlie Bill 
of Dr. Lushington would have for ever prevented. 

These evils, however, dreadful as lliey are, are but a part of those in- 
solved in the application of Miss Threlfall, 

The negroes of Mr. Pickering were removed, not to a foreign, but to 
a British colony, where some regulations at least are in force for the 
amelioration of their condition and for the ultimate extinction of slavery 
itself. The negroes of Miss Threlfall are to be removed to a colony 
which no British regulations can reach ; and in which no similar mea- 
sures for the mitigation and extinction of slavery are contemplated. 

The negroes of Mr. Pickering, after being landed in Trinidad, are 
protected, by Dr. Lushlngton's bill, from the possibility of any subse- 
quent removal or separation. The negroes of Miss Threlfall, if removed 
to SL Jan, will be placed beyond the control of a British Act of Parlia- 
ment. They may be sold singly to the highest bidder, and may be dis- 
persed, without ceremony, to the ends of the earth ; while, even in St. 
Jan itself, they will continue subject to that cart-whip, of the early abo- 
lition of which, at Torlola, some hope al least may be eutertaincd ; and 
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also to a slavery, of the tenninaiiDii of which there is not in St. Jm, fit 
there DOW is in the British pasEessions, efen a distant prospect. 

But, independently of the meaKures adopted by tlie British Gorern- 
ment and Parliament for the eventual extiDClion of slavery, and to 
which DO parallel is to be found in the proceeding;^ of Denmark, the 
probabilities of manumiBEion from other causes are infinitely dimiaished 
by the proposed removal. The very circumstRQce of the poverty of the 
soil of Tortola, while it has added, as Major Moody's statements shew, 
to the ease and comfort of the slaves, has also most materially tended to 
facilitate their entVanchisement by diminishing their value. By recent 
statistical returns, it appears that the present average value of slaves io 
Tortola does not exceed £17. 10s. sterling; each. In the foreign colony 
to which it is proposed to remove them in the first instance, as well as 
in those to which, wheu placed beyond British jurisdiction, they will 
become liable to be removed, at the pleasure and for the profit of ihdr 
owner, the value of slaves is probably three times as much. Thus the 
obstacles to their enfranchisement will be greatly increased, while Uieir 
means of Dvercoming those obstacles will, of necessity, be abridged. 

"When we have calmly considered all these consequences of the pro- 
posed' measure, — nay, even if we were to suppose that the poignant 
anguish of a separation was the only evil attending it, — may we not ask 
how can the British legislature reconcile itself to the infliction of such 
(ulTeringB without even the imputation of a crime 1 We shrink from the 
severity of punishing even felons by transportation for life, which also, 
in the West Indian codes, is the punishment ranking next to death ; 
and yet Parliament is, in this instance, desired to repeal one of its own 
most solemn enactments, in order to enable Miss Threlfall Io impose, 
for her own profit, perpetual exile oa 120 innocent fellow -beings. 

The negroes belonging to Miss Threlfall, in Tortola, appear to have 
increased in number. By the Registry of 1818, they amounted to 115. 
In 1822, their number was the same. It is now said to be 120. This 
increase, though very small, is still a proof that the circumstances in 
which het slaves have been placed, (among which we reckon as die 
chief the poverty of the soil,) and the treatment to which they have been 
subjected, have not been so destructive of human life aa is usual in 
most of our other colonies, and especially on sugar estates. If this fact 
■peaks in favour of Miss Threlfall's treatment of her slaves, as compared 
with many of her neighbours, it also furnishes an additional ailment 
■gainst putting to haaard even this commencing course of slow pro- 
gression, by tearing these poor creatures from the soil where tliey have 
taken toot, and transplanting them to one which may prove far less 
genial, and where, at least, they will be placed wholly out of the reach 
of British control or inspection. 

Miss Threlfall, indeed, asserts that many of her Tortola slaves have 
family connections in St. Jan. This may be possible, and from the vici- 
nity of the two islands, the same thing might be affirmed, either truly or 
falsely, by every planter in Tortola, without any means of ascertaining 
whether the statement were true or false. But even if true to a certain 
extent, it is quite impossible that the slaves of Miss Threlfall can have av 
many family connections in St. Jan, a foreign possession, separated by 
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two miles of sea, and still more by the legal and fiscal obstacle! to free 
intercourse, fts on the estates unmediately adjoining her own in Tur- 
tola, and where the intercourse has been con^itant, e&sy, and liable lo 
no obstructions. It cannot be, therefore, that many more ties would not 
be severed by granting than by refusing her request. Besides, sup- 
posing there are ten of her slaves in Tortola, who are nearly connected 
in St. Jan, It would only, according to the average price of slaves in the 
former island, coat her £175. sterling to enfranchise those ten, and thus 
leave them at liberty to join their relations. 

And here let it not be forgotten, that while Miss Threlfall evidently 
possesses abundant means of pleading her own cause, and of setting 
at work various powerful engines of influence among Members of Par- 
liament, and may stale the case in the way most favourable to herself; 
tlie unfortunate objects of her cruel project cannot be heard. Thay can- 
not canvass on the other side. Though their entire human destiny is 
involved in the issue, yet they have no private inflnence lo bring for- 
ward on their behalf. They have no access to the. aunts and cousins of 
public men to exert for them the utmost importunity of solicitation ; and 
though it cannot be doubted that they will find friends in the British Par- 
liament, yet they are such friends as are so on public grounds alone, and 
are not stimulated to the requisite activity ana exertion in their favour 
by those powerful personal motives which actuate the other side. 

It becomes Parliament also to contemplate the effect of their Gom~ 
plianee witli such an application as that of Mias Threlfall, as it may 
form a precedent for similar applications. There is no one ground, 
as we have shewn, on which her request is urged, which would 
not furnish as strong and available a plea for a similar parliamen- 
tary interposition to scores and even hundreds of West India planters. 
But what in trutii is Miss Threlfall'a real plea ?— It is that her private 
interests require an Act of Parliament for the e)cile of her slaves. 

If this {ilea should succeed, it will amount to a virtual repeal of the 
Abolition Act. It will amount also to a parliamentary adoption of the 
cruel principle that in whatever part of the British colonies land shall be 
deteriorated, thence the proprietor ought to be allowed to transport his 
slaves. And what could be more fatal to the hopes of the philan- 
thropist than to admit, ns a principle of legislation, thai the multiplica- 
tion of slaves in any one colony is never to lighten their common labour, 
nor to improve their condition, nor to favour their enfranchisement^ but 
that when, from whatever cause, their marketable value becomes so far 
lessened, that the master may, without any great sacriSce, convert them 
by mannmission into free servants, a new exile shall be their lot, and 
tiew colonies shall be formed for their reception, till all the cultivable land 
between the tropics shall be saturated with slaves. 

Is it probable then that the British Parliament can lend its legislative 
aid to enable this lad>^ to perpetrate a capital felony, attended by all 
the circumstances of injury and oppression detailed above, and wnich 
give, to the character of this particular act, a more than ordinary degree 
of culpability? 

An attempt, indeed, has been made to create a feeling in favour of 
the equity of the proposed measure, by a purposely obscure, and therefore 
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most inBidious reference to a late decision of Lord Stow'cfl, tlie ilahirJ 
BQd effect of which the framers of MisB Thretfall's stBtenieat Imve a 
much misrepresented as they have the nature and objects of the aboli- 
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examined, the more will it appear to be 

misrepresentation and falsehood, and marked nith 

And it would indeed be a singular blot on the cha- 



racter of our public men, if that wbich is matter of current report, but 
which we cannot believe, should prove true, namely, that Miss Threlfall 
had succeeded in oKciting a powerful interest among members of the 
firitish Parliament in favour of her application ; and that at least one 
hundred of these members have promised to voie for giving effect to 
her selfish and unwarrantable pretensions. 

To those among that number who, after perusing this exposition of 
the real nature of the transaction, can still look upon it with favour; - 
we have nothing to urge. To those who, with just views and humane 
feelings, have by unfounded statements and selfish appeals to their 
commiseration, been beguiled into any rash pledge, we would suggest, 
that if the measure they have promised to promote has been proved to 
be criminal, and if tliat promise has been drawn from them by untrue 
representations, then their course is clear: they are absolved from their 
engagement, and are bound to give their zealous and decided opposition 
to the unjust and cruel proposal, into the support of which they have 
been entrapped. 



* Ttie case was this : Ei^ht slaves bclongitig to tho estate of Abraham Chal- 
mill Hill, of Tortola, lately deceased, were seized, on the 2fith of February 
1S2J, at Tortola, as forfeited, on the ground of their having been carried rrom 
Toctola to St. John's, and there employed aB slaves. — The iirosecutor, liowevet, 
laid his information under a wrong Act of Parlianient, vihich did not apply 
to the case ; and oa that ground, the grouod of Ihe deficiency and inforniaJitj 
in the proceedings, the slavea were oAered to be restored. An Appeal was 
presented from this sentence, bntjt was confirmed by Lord Stowell, in IB2S. 
On that occasion, iC was admitted on all sides that, to export slaves from 
Tottola to a foreign Colony, except in cases provided for by Act of Parlia- 
ment, was illej-al. Dut it was contended, that besides the dafectivenesH of the 
proteedingfl, Ibis particular case was provided for, lieing Biat ofdoBieslic slaves 
accompanying Iheir master fironi Turlola. to St. Jan, and retaming with him asain. 

Lord Stowell said. If slaves were seized proceeding from Tortola to St. John's 
be should then tnow how to deal with the case, but this was a case of a very 
diifereut description : the proceedings did not properly seize the legal point, 
and tbe t^cts proved le<l to the conclasion, that tbe slaves were domesltc 
slavea, tegijly accompanying their mastora, and returning with them. — The law 
vras not disputed on cither side. No lawyer could have entertained a doubt 
as to Ihe illegality of exporting slaves ^rom a British to a foreign Colopj: the 

' ' "' . ., proceedings and the proofs. 
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